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| A Woan s Place

As:a isa man ’s world. Because of rehglon, and old customs,
,the woman stays entxrely in the background She is treated
more like an object, an animal, somethmg that is ‘to be
lerated, a slave, good only for bearing children, and taking
_care.of the house. She has been down-graded and down:trod-
den for so.long she generally accepts .this as a way of life.
This is bad and wrong and needs to be corxected T:uly, she
. needs 1o be liberated.

“To the other extreme, the women of ithe western w0rld
dre promoting what ‘they call a “women’s-lib movement.”
“They say that women have been denied -their rights, are not
hgonsidered equal with men when jobs.are givén-out, that they
i.are not paid dccording.to men who ‘do the same job, and that
women in general ‘are only looked upon as. sex objects.” 'They
are seeking recognition,’ jobs in those fields' once held only
‘by ‘men, to do away ~with disc¢reation when it comes to pay, to
-abolish “the titles~Mr, & Mrs: , to remove from our:vocabu-
* “laty terms like history, newsman, chairman,. ﬁreman, and so
- ‘on. ‘They:say thatthis exalts mans role in lnfe and. woxks A

jn opposition to woman, .



2

Somewhere between these two extremes there is a balance
It is true that some women need to be liberated and glven the
rlghts that they deserve. Others have been given their nghts
but that doesn’t ‘mean that they should forsake everything
that is honorable, decent, and feminine. . One: group is reaching
up and trying to find what it ' means to be a woman with the
rights God gave her. The other group is. trying to go beyond
what they are, to become men, and super men at that.

‘Whether woman likes it or not, God created her and gave
her a place, a role in life. This is not something that is to be
ashamed of or to reject. In-her place, woman is beautiful,
productive; and powerful, _‘But'the same thingis true with
man. Ged made him: and gave: him 3 place, arole to play
in lifé; - As long as. he stays in His - place ' and does what God
has given him to do-then he likewise has an’ “important role to
perform in life. But woman is not man and man is not woman
and never shall they be. Each should. be content with the
way God made them. Neither should they want to be the other
or try to be the other. Woman is beautiful as a woman but ugly
.as aman. Likewise, man is to be admu‘ed as a man, but 1s
_detestable as a woman.

The Bib]e tells how man and woman came into existence.
First, man was created -and then woman.- The record  says,
"“And the Lord God formed man' of the dust of the ground,
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man be-
came a living soul.” *‘(Genesis 2 :7) “And the Lord God said,
It is not good that man should be alone; I will make him an
help meet for him...and the Lord God caused a deep sleep to
_ fall upon Adam, and he slept : and he took one of his- ribs, and
t:closed up the flesh instead thereof; And the rib, which the Lord
God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her
unto the man. And Adam said, this is now bone of my bones,
and flesh of my flesh ; she shall be called Woman, because she
“was taken out of Man. Therefore shall a man leave his father
‘and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife : and they shall
“be one flesh. And they were both- naked, the man -and his
wife, and were not ashamed.”” (Genesis. 2; 18-25),
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God placed man and woman in -the garden of Edén where
they had everything their heart could want. But: God placed a
frult in the midst of the garden and explained to them thiat they
could. eat of every fruit of the garden but that one and that the
day they ate of it they would surely die, : But the serpent-came
and tempted man and woman, Adam -and Eve as'they were
called and Eve partook of the fruit and gave-to-adam and he
also ate of it. With this theu: _eyes were: opened to nght and
wrong and they. tned to hxde from God. - Ca

The Genesrs record says, “and-the Lord God called unto
Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou? And he said, I
heard thy voice in the' ‘'garden, and I was afratd because I was
naked‘ and I hid myself And he satd Who told thee that thou
wast naked ? Hast thou. eaten of the tree, “whereof I com:
manded thee that thou shouldes’t not eat ? And the man sald
The woman whom ‘thou’ gavest to be wtth me, she gave me Of
the tree, and 1 did eat. And the Lord God sald unto the wo-
man, What.i 1s this that thou has done ? and the woman sald
“The serpent begurled me, and I dld eat. And the Lord God satd
‘unto the serpent. Because thou hast done thls, thou art
cursed above all cattle and above every beast of the field; upon
thy belly shalt thou £0, and dust shaIt ‘thou eat a]l the days
of thy’ life: And 1 wxll put enmtty between thee and the
woman and between thy seed and, her seed ; it shall
brurse thy head, and thou shalt bi‘utse hls hee] Unto the
‘woman he said, I will greatly multrply thy SOTTOW and the
conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy
, desire shall be to-thy husband, and. he shall rule over thee.
_And unto adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto
 the voice. of thy wife, and hast. . eaten of the tree, of whleh I
commanded thee sayrng, Thou, shalt not eat of it: cursed is
the ground for thy sake, in sorrow . shalt thou eat of it all
the days of thy life; Thorns also and thtstles shall it brmg
_forth to thee; and thou- shalt eat the . herb of the ﬁeld In.the
sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread till thou return unto the
ground for out of 1t wast thou taken, for dust thou art, and
unto dust shalt thou return And Adani called his wife’s
,name Eve because she was the mo,ther of . all hvmg Unto
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Adam also and to his wifeé did the Lord:God make coats of
skins, and clothed them. And the Lord Ged -said, 'Behold,
" the ‘man is become one of -us, t&° know good and evil ; and -
now, lest hie put forth his hand,-and take ‘also of the tree of
life, :and" eat, and- live: forever + ‘Pherefore, the Lord God
sent hinmi forth from:the garden ' of Eden, to till the ground
from whénee hie was taken. So he drove out the man ; ; and
he -placed at the edst of the gdrden of Eden Chiertibims, anda

flaming sword which turned é every Way, to keep the way of the
‘tree of Jife.” (Genesis 3 :9-24). .

Notlce that God made the man and then out of man he
took a rib with, whrch he created woman.. Man was created
male and woman was created female. Man was to be the
husband and woman to be the wife in marriage and .as ‘'such
they were to be’ one flesh. Man ‘was to be the father and
woman to ‘be the mother On srnmng, both man and woman
were told of ‘the consequences of their sm and although sin
1s not mhented ‘the consequences of that first sin'is still belng
experrenced by all of humamty Those\consequences mc]ude
man havmg the responsrbrlrty of making a living for his
famrly, the earth being ﬁ]led .with thorns and thistles, or the
problems and dlﬂicultles in makmg a living on the earth, and
ﬁnally phys;cal death The woman would experience the pain
of child birth, the. husband would rule over her, and she . also

would die physrcal]y Are not these things wrth us even to thrs ‘
day ? You know they are

Concermng man and woman’s place, Paul says. “But'l
would have you kniow, that the head of every man is Christ;
‘and the head of the woman is the man ; and the head of Chl‘lst
is God. Every man praying or prophesying; having his head
covered,” dishonoureth his head. ‘But every woman that
prayeth or prophesieth with her ‘head uncovered' dishonoureth
‘her hedd : for that is even'all one as if she were shaven. For
if the' woman be not covered, let her also be shorn ¢ but if it
be a shame for a woman to be shoth or ‘shaven, let her be
‘covered. For a man indeed ‘ought mot ‘to’ cover his head,
. forasmuch.4s he'is the image and glory of God: but the wotian-
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is the glory of the man. For the man is not of the. woman ;
but the woman of the man. _For this cause ought the, woman
to have power on her head, because of the. angels Nevertheless
neither is the man without the woman, nerther the woman
without, the man, in the Lord. .For. as the woman s .of . the
man, even so is the man. also by the WOman but all thmgs.o,f
God. Judge in yourselves : is it comely that a woman pray
unto God uncovered ? Doth not even nature 1tself teach you,
that, if a man have long haijr, 1t ;s a §hame unto him ? But
if a woman have long hair, itisa glory to her; _,t_'pr her -hair
is given her for a covering. But;if any man seem to be cons
tentious, we have no such custom, nerther the churches . of
“God.” (1 Corinthians 11 : 3- -16).

Continuing, Paul says, ] will theref‘ore that men pray
everywhere, hftlng up holy hands wrthoqt wrath and doubting,
In like manner also, that woman adorn. thcmselves in modest
apparel, with shamefacedness ‘and sobriety ; not with broided
haxr -or gold, or pearls, or costly-array-; . But. (whxch becometh
woman professing godliness) with good works Let the woman
learn in silence with all subjection. But I suffer not a woman
to teagh, nor to usurp authority over the. ‘man, but to ‘bé in_
silence. For- Adam was first formed, then Eve. . And Adam
was. not deceived, but the . woman bemg deceived. . was: in the
transgression. Notwmhstandmg she. shall: be;saved in child-
bearing, if they continue in faith-and charity and holiness
with sobriety.” | (1 Timothy 2 : 8;15): "Again, he-said, “Let
your Women keep silence in the churehes : for -it_is not. pers
mitted unto them to speak; but they are commanded té beé
under obedience, as also saith the law, And if they will learn
anythmg, let them ask their husbands at home : for'it is 8
shame for women to speak in the church » (l Corinthrans
14 34-35)

After discusmng :the Woman anq{ her plaee and gmng Sarah,
as an example, Peter says, “Likewise, y¢ husbands, dwell with
them according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife,
as unto the weaker vessel, and as being ‘heifs tagether: of :the
grace of life; that your prayers be not hindergd.”- (1:Petet
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2: 7). Paul goes on t6 say, “Wives, submit yourselves unto
your own husbands; ‘as unto the Lord. 'For the husband is
the head of the w1fe even as Christ is the head of the church...
Nevertheless let every 6ne of you in particular so “love his wife
even as- himself’; and ‘the wife see that she reverence her
husband.’" (EpheSIans 5+ 22 23,33). “The aged women
likewise, that they bein behaviour as’ “becometh holiness not
false accusers fiot given to’ much wine, teachers of good thmgs,
That théy may teach the young ‘women to be sober, to love
their ‘husbands, to love their children, to be discreet, chaste,
keepers at home, good, obedlent to- theif own husbands, that
the word of God be not blasphemed » (Titus. 2 "3-5).

Now from the foregoing let’s try to sum up what has been
"said. What is woman’s place in relation to man ? She . 1s to
be cared for, protected, and man stands as a sheild between
her and the world.” It is not that she is inferior, but she is
made in a different way for a different purpose. She is'the
weaker vessel and manis to be over her. Her emotional and
physxcal makeup demands thls

. What is women’s place in marriage ? She shou]d marry a
Christian - (2 -Coriiithians 5t 14-17) and the general practice is
for the woman to take the name of ‘her husband as the ‘church
(Spmtual bride) takes the name of ‘Christ. 'She is to go'to live
with her husband (Genesis 2 : 24), and ' to be his-help meet,
(Genesis 2 : 18) She-is to recognizeé him as. her- head and. is
to te bound-:unto her husband a8 long as he lwes (Romans

Vvhat is the womans place in the home? She is to love
her, husband reverence or.respect hxm and his posmon -She
is to be in subjectnon to him, bear children, and take care of

‘them. Her place is in the home under ordinary circustances
and not out on a job. - The husband is the head of the house

. -and’ he is. physically designed to do the out51de work and to

- . makethe living for his family. The Bible says that a man
-that woni’t prov1de for ‘his famxly is worse than an mﬁdel (1
: Txmothy 5: 8)
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What is the woman’s place in the church 2  She is to.keep
silent in the church. That is, she is not to usurp authority over
the man. That does not mean that she cannot be asked to
teach a children’s class or a ladies’ class but she cannot teach
adult men or preach to them. - She .is to be known fqr her
godly living and good works, She can do personal work, " set
a good example, rear the children to be faithful to the Lord,
as well as many other things. Woman can do.a great work
in the church and have a tremendous influence for good.

What is woman's place in the world ? She should stay in
the background, be quiet, be busy, but not gossipping or idling
all of her time away. She should be’ feminine but dress
modestly and watch her speech. She should not form bad.
habits or become worldly. She can be seen in public, visit
among her friends, in some cases she can work if it is in keepirg
with .what a woman can do, and furthermore she can vasit the
sick, help the needy, and engage in all manner- ot‘ somal activi-
ties and good works that is becommg of a lady

The Bible tells us of some gmat women. and the good that
they did even as women. Woman today is very important
and has a great role to play in every sphere of life. "She has a
place though and if she will stay there she can accomplish
the job that the Lord has given her. If she departs from that
place and involves herself in. things that God did not intend
for her to do she will fail .and lose her self respect. Again; let
it be understood that to say a woman: has .a. place is nmot to
belittle hér or to cast a reflection on her and her role in society.
Rather, to say that she has a place is but to recognize the
position that.God gave her in the same way that man has a

place

" There are things that woman can do that men cannot do.
Woman can have husbands, bear childrén, show beauty,: have
feminine appeal, care for the home, etc. There are things
that men can do that women cannot do because of their
physical makeup and strength. They can do manual labor
that 'women cannot do They are stronger, tougher, and able
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to endure more.. They fit into positions that women cannot.
They can do jobs that women should néver be called on to do.

Women are to look like women‘by their hair, clothes, and
general appearance. Men are to look like men by their hair,
clothes, and general appearance. When this is the case, then
each can respect the other. As long as it-is left liké' this then
there will be no problem. The pfoblem comes when-one of
the other or both become dissatisfied with the place that: God’

. gave them' and they try to become something else and to do a

job that does not fit them.

May the Lord help us to respect God’s w15hes in these
matters and to have the common sense to remaln Where he
put-us. .

assocmte
: -uedetorml

Search The Scnptures

T he Bxble encourages us to..search the scnptures
Chnst said, “Search the- scriptures; -for in them ye think ye
have -eternal life:: and- they are they which testify of me."
(John &5 39). Again -in. Matthew™:7 : 7. Jesus 'said,. “Seek;
and ye ‘shall find:”. He -also said;: ‘“‘and ye:shall know thé
truth, and the truth shall make you-free.”” (John -8:32);
When Paul the Apostle entered Berea, the record says that
he preached to them the word of God. However, speaking
about them, the Blble says, - “These’ weré more noble than
those in Thessalonica, in that they recelved the word with all
readiness of mind and searched the scriptures daily, whethet
‘those thmgs were §0.” (Adts 17:11). The very startling
fact that we notice in this particular verse is that here was- an
"Apostle of Jesus Christ who was preaching the word of God;
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and yet these people-would search the scriptures daily, that
is, each time as they heard, to see whéther the things preached
by Paul were also written in the scriptures. The Bible says
that they were- more noble than the people of Thessalonica
because they searched the scriptures. "Phe word noble means
illustrious, excellent, impressive, generous and magnificent.
And "this fact is amply shown ‘in their character, a$ it says,
they received the word with all readiness of mind and searched
the scriptures daily. S -
Today there are. not many pe_oplgiwholbéar'thi'sr éharé:_-
cter, - receiving the word of of God with. ali readiness of mind
when it:s preached to them. And if there are some then there
is:always the difficulty in finding such people who. would
sedrch the scriptures * to ascertain ,nwhether the things
preached to them are also written in the Bible. Just because
a person is supposedly preaching from the Bible does not
nécessarily mean that he is preaching only the Bible or all the
Bible, He can also misquote or, mi_sfepresent a scripture.
There have ‘always been such .people who. pérvert or change
the gospel of Jesus. Christ, ‘who break and. twist verses.of the
‘Bible: and teach them to others in terms they think are right.
Such people- everi existed in the times of the Apostles. (Gala-
tians 1 :6-9). . C | ‘
.. Have you ever wondered about the. fact as to why there
‘ai¢ hundreds of different churches and bodies that exist in the
world :today? The Bible very clearly shows that Christ esta-
blished - but one church. (Matthew 16:18; Acts 2: 47,
Colossians 1: 18). Then have you ever thought why there
are so many different kinds of ““Christians” in the world to-
day? The Bible speaks of Christians only. (Acts 11:26;1
Peter 4 : 16). The fact is that they exist because different
~ seeds bave been sown. Christ said; “The seed is the word
of God.” (Luke8:11). Now if from the beginning of true
Christianity .only the pure seed of the word of Godiizd been
sown, that is, if only the Bible had been preached without

any human interpretation, then there would be no reason for

g0 many different kinds of churches .or_different kinds of
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“Christians™ as exist in the world today, If people. from the
beginning had always searched the scrlptures about the thmgs
that they had heard and had stayed with the Bible only then
there would have been no reason for so many different kinds
of teachings, doctrines, and plans of salvation as they ex18t
today.

Do you have a Bible? I know most .of you have Onél,
But if you do not lave one then you can obtain one from a
religious book store. It is available and in most languages of
the world. Friend, T encourage you to go to your Bible and
study and search the scriptures. Even as you read this magazi-
ne you are encouraged to open your Bible and see if its conten~
ts agree with your Bible. Do not wholly rely on your ‘preacher
or teacher. He may have more education and more degrees
than you but remember you have the same Bible that he-has.
Also keep this in your memory- that you will not be judged
upon the great day of judgment by what your preacher has
said but by the word that Jesus has spoken and as recorded
in the New Testament. (John 12:48). For instance, Jesus
said, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved...”
(Mark 16 : 16). Now you or your preacher may twist this
verse and try to understand it in a different way and: believe
that is right (because baptism is a stumbling block to many
people). But do not forget that Jesus said, “He that believeth
and is baptized shall be saved...” And he also said, “Heaven
and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.”
(Matthew 24:35). Friends, can we help you in your stady of
the scriptures? Write to us for a free Bible Correspondence

Course and also if you have a question. God bless you as
you search the scriptures to find the truth. _ oo

God’s Plan For The Home

‘Mark H. Nunley o
Contrary to the belief of some that marriage and the
home was first established by man, we find that God Almighty

himself established the first home in Genesis 2, The man
and the woman were created for one apother to be thé proper
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compamons for -each other as they lived together: ‘working,
planning, raising their children, serving the Lord, playmg,
helping each other get to heaven, and whatever else they
would be found doing in life, And the Lord God has laid
down a pattern that we must follow if our homes are to be
What He expects

- What pattern has God established for the husbands and
fathers? In Eph. 5:23-33 we find these regulations: the
hushand must be the head of the wife; the husband must love
his wife as much as Christ loved the church (even enough to
diefor her as-did Christ for the church); the husband must
love his wife as his own body: the husband must leave father
and mother and -all others to cleave unto his wife. Then in
Eph. 6 : 4 we read, “Ye fathers, provoke not your children
to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and the admonition
of the Lord.” So fathers have the main duty before God to
bring their children up in the ways of the Lord. This means
that fathers must lead the way to worship, that they must teach
the. .Bible to their children, and that thay must set the right
examples before their children. And the, reason that so many
children go astray today is that their parents have not raised
them properly in the ways of the Lord. Prov.22: 6 tells us,
*‘Train up a child in the way he should go, and even when he
is old.he will not depart from it.” If a child goes astray, it
is because the parents did not properly raise them,. And these
parents are responsible before God for their failure to carry
out God’s pattern for raising their children.

What pattern has God established for the wives and mothers?
In-Eph. 5 ; 22-33 we find these regulations: wives must be in
subjection to- their own husbands recognizing him as the head
of the house; wives must respect and reverence their husbands:
and then in Titus 2 : 4-5 we find these regulations: wives must
be sober or self-controlled; they must love their own husbands;
they must love their children; they must be discreets; they must
lbe keepers at home which means that God expects the mother
to be at home when the children are there. Ours is the day
-and age of the baby-sitter, and so the mother is never at home
to iook after and to properly traxn her children, The result
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about us is quite obvxoUs far too many children grow up with
fio intérest in the Lord; as cnmmals as trouble-makers; full-of

ungodlmess etc. Tltus 2 goes on to tell wives to be good and
that they must be obedlent unto their own husbands. ; ‘

What pattern has God estabhshed for the chxldren" ln
Eph. 6 : 1-3 we find, ‘‘Children, obey your parents in the
Lord; for this is right. Honour thy father and mother; which
i§ the first commandment with promnse that it may bew‘el!
with thee, and thou mayest Tive long on the earth.”

Our homes can never. be the places: of refuge and secumy
and love and companionship and training -and happiness that
God intended them 10 be.if we ignore His pattern. . The Lord
must be exalted. as the. supreme ruler of our lives and our
homes.- ‘Then we must all serve the Lord together, following
all of His commandments and patterns, or our homes wnll ot
be pleasing in His holy sight. . 4

~ Easy divorce is one of the greatest ‘threats to the home
today. Far too many men and women break thelr mamages
for lltlle or no reafon. But Jesus Christin speaking about
thls Very. thmg said, “What theréfore God hath Jomed together,
let not man put assunder.” The Lord authonzes ONE reason
and one reason ONLY for divorce. = Jesus said in Matt, 19 : 9,
“Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for formcatlon
and - shall marty another, committeth adu]tery, and’ whose -
marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultety.” Un-
falthfulness on the pdrt of one of the marriage partners’ {s ‘the
only grounds that the Lord recognizes for divorce. *'May we
‘recognize that God does not approve of and will hot telerate
in the judgement the divorcing and the marryingof: t‘he~dxvor~
ced that so many people are doing. i
Home after home is being broken. Children find them-
selves béing caught in the middle and torn by the desire to he
with both of their parents “Parents many times don’t even
want the children that ‘they brought into the world. They
enter 1nto violent court cases over who shall “have the’ posses—
slons, and who wﬂl get or get s‘tuck W1th the chlldren. Then
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théy run -out t6 mari-y ‘somedné else fora fime, Abut' ‘when th‘e
going gets “tough another" dlvorce becomes’ “their soluhon
GOD FORBID that we shou]d doﬁtmue to toleraté such ungo-
dliness !

. May we always be following the patterns and command—
ments of God i in,our lives and in our marnages so that we
m;ght truly be ab]e to have the Chusuans homes and be the
Chrlstlans that the Lord would want us. to have and be '

Tell It Like You Were There

Gary Denms Jones

: “For God so loved the  world that he gave. hns only be-
gotten son, that whosoever bel_leveth in him should not perish
but have everlasting life” wrote the apostle John (Jno. 3 : 16)
Though this is- true, certainly] it is a fact that Christ’s death
lS nelther emphas1zed often enough nor vividly enOugh

It is stated quite often that - Chnst is. oun: Savior, ‘that
He came to live among men and ‘die for our sims, but I fear
many times that we speak of this. as if it was a mere historical
fact, strangely remote from us in the reality.  We hear it, we
accept it, and we let it go at-that. - But it would be so much
- better, if we could actually hear the Lord’s death spoken of.as
if “you are there”” when it is taking place. - -

: We have undoubtedly heard the story of ‘Christ’s trial
‘and crucifixion 'so ‘many times that we"can'recite the account
-entirely from memory and it fails to move: us. - This -'eertainl"y
is not good. - His sacrifice was the most impoitant that could
have been made for us and it should ‘move us greatly when we
hear the story, as if we were - actually wa}kmg wnh the Master
‘each step ofthe way.. BENER :

- The shame and humlhatlon of it all must have been
heart rendmg Why, then, can we not  tell it with such feeling
that we undérstand in some small part what the Lord must -
have gone through? To know how another feels or must feel
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at a certain time is one giant step to ward understanding him.
Thus, it is of the utmost importance that we get the truest
picture we can of our Lord as He was mocked and spatupon
and beaten, when He was all alone... facing certain death-on
the cross. '

To better understand some of the suffering involved we
should attempt to journey with the Lord as He stands before
Pilate; is beaten then forced to carry His own cross until He
falters. Then, on reaching the place of execution, He is nailed,
not tied, but literally nailed, to the cross. Being placed in an
upright position. Heis then left there to die, pain racking
His physical body. His suffering of untold, assuredly uncalled
for, insults, even askmg of the Father at one point, “My God,
why hast thou forsaken me?”’ Surely this was the utmost in
‘suffering and ‘shame and pain, of physical and mental anguish.
Is it any wonder that one who went through all this-can under-
stand the afflictions that beset us?

Have you ever ‘cut your ﬁnger or stepped on nail with
your full weighit? Havé you ever felt the sting of unfair accu-
-sations? " If so, then you. have just a very small idea of what
the Savior was. made to suffer. - :

All this should help us realize‘just how great the sacrifice
of Jasus must have been. - Perhaps our small ‘minds. will never
‘be able to fathom thé¢ depth- of love that -made -this- death of
the cross possible, but we do not - have to understand xt fully
" to take advantage of that. precious gift. - :

. So, after all, what is the point that I have been, trymg to
-make? It is simply this at all times; we should strive to teach
and explain the death of Christ in' terms that will give ys all
-a. greater appreciation of it, that we will. thereby. .attempt to
show, by our word pictures, just how great a price. was paid
‘that we might have .the hope: of eternal salvation. It.isso

- very easy merely to repeat something as a fact, especially when
it has been heard so many times. It is more than easy to pay
llp service to an ideal; but to really show the meaning of this

‘through our words and actions, that 1s work And in this
case, that is service.

’



“Who Will Go to Sikkim

Sikkim has been very much in the news during the last
year or two. - Because of the uprising there, India has had to
go in to ‘help maintain the peace. . Being a  protectorate of
India, this has not been surpnsmg atall. Things seem to be
pear normal now. .

Being a small land-locked hlmalayan kingdom, with Gan-
gtok as its capital, the people are a mixture of Chinese, Nepali
and Indian. Religiously, it is both Hlndu and Buddhist.

" Very few outsiders have beed allowed in ‘even for the pur-
pose of tourism. However, being so0’ dependent on: India,
it is only natural that the people-of this country can go in at
will. The main problem is to make .the long trip up to
Darjeehng to proceed to Sikkim itself. Very few feel a need
for going except perhaps for *political, business, and other
such ‘reasons. ‘Most Christians would -have no motive for
going except to share the gospel w1th these people

" Sikkim is another place where Indlans can go and a place
that is dependent on the Chnstxans here m thns country to
’brmg ‘the gospel to them. ]

- 'Will you-go to Slkklm‘> Thmk about 1t pray over it, and
do what you can, :

}What Does It Mean to Be
Non—denommatlonal‘?

: ' Jhon Hudson Tiner S
The Church of Christ is: non-denominational. This fact is
stated on printed invitations to .revival meetings, on church
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buldetins, and as a part of the literature such as Bible courses.
Many members of the Church of Christ repeat. ﬂ:E phx:asﬂmth
pride, “My Church is non-denommatzonal » However, when
pressed for an exact explanatlon of the- meanmg of the term
many are unable to reply. Sdmg: people shrug as if to say,
“It’s not really important.” :

There is, of course, only ome Church of Chnst Itis a
universal church The members come from all lands of the
earth—and from across time as well. This church was founded
by Christ. It i is the Lord ‘who adds to. thé “church. There
is also a local congregatlon The two churches, umversal and
local, sometimes become confused. A person may claim to be
a member of the Church of Christ but he may .mean that he
attends the local church. ° Christ, not, man, adds members to
the church. oo :

The name “Church of Chrnst” is not copynghted or protec~
ted by law. Any rehglous group can call itself by that name.

'Why then s ‘the Chuich of Chrlst (Iocal and umversal)
non- denommatlonal? -

Flrst, what does the term. mean? Sometlmes 1t is used'
loosely. . For example, aobusmess group or: ladles club may
call itself non-denominational, meaning that members from
all rehglons are accepted At other times the term may be .
used asa synonym for non rehgnous

Stnctly speaking, however, a denommatxon is-a rehglous-
group sponsered or controlled by some religious sect.. To be a
denomination a religious group must have a central authority
and a creed or code of conduct for the members,

Denominationalism began with the reformation. Groups
broke away from. the established churches and formed splinter
groups. In order to clearly present their positions they wrote
a creed. The creed set their beliefs in relief and showed their
differences from other- groups. The usual creed began with.
the words “We believe,” and continued to nge the main pomts .
of the religious convictions of that group.
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..iA denomination has a central office.: From- this headquar-
ters ministers: must' be .certified or ordained.. They are assigned
to churches. Foreign missionaries receive aid from the general
treasury, _church literature in harmony with the .religious
creed is prlnted and dlstrlbuted

' Biitthe chiefcharacteristic of a- denomination is the ‘creed
which states:the eéntral principles of belief of - the organization.
Denominational groups provide their creed in printed form.
Some groups hold this creed second to the New Testament,
Others set it equal or superior to the New Testament. (This is
justified by stating that the Bible may be interpreted incorrect-
ly by a lay- reader) A person who departs from the tenets of
the group may find -himself’ expelled from the religious body
antl his hame removed from the tolls. e

i C‘learly thlS is not a minor matter. The overpowermg
différencé in the Church of Christ ‘and denommatlonal groups
i§ the "Church of Chrlst has one and. only one authorrty for
pro‘per behawor—flie New Testament Chrlst is the head of
His charch—and fio ‘one else

i

The Church of. Chnst is non-denommatlo al because the
New Testament is. the sole’ Judge of Chrrstlan responsrblllty
There are no_ other artifacts to judge proper " conduct. Each
person, must search the scripture to-find safe road to salvation.
If anything less than the New Testament, could have been
used as_‘a foundation to-.eternal: life, then the inspired writers
.,would have written less, And nothing else is needed other-
wise. the Scrlpture would be mcomplete

" The Church’ of - ‘Christ has - o fornial hlerarchy, There is
o “central - govermng body"’ This creates some problems
RWithout a cential governirig’ ‘body it is " difficiilt to ‘plan and
ihsttument large scale programs mvolwng an entrre city or
stat“e .

. Sometunes mmor problems arise, Once an- encyelopedla
neeﬂed srmple statistics about the Church of . Christ in the
Umted ‘States. ~ (Number of . members date established, and
‘main beliefs) A church member would hesitate to wrlte such
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an article. There would be the fear of others thinking-him
presumptuous, as well as the danger of crystallizing -church
beliefs. : : :

But the probléms are minor ‘when compared with the ‘Fich
reward. A member of the Church of Christ who § says that
his church is non-denominational is saying, .in effect, ' that his
church abides by the New Testament on - matters of etemal
llfe—and upon nothmg else. _— S

Who Is A Chr1st1an B
EK Halbert )

Outside the new Testament this questlon, “who.is a Chns—
tian?"’ cannot be satisfactorily answered. Men have a number
of ideas as to who may be rightfully called a ChrlStlan . Some
define a Christian as one who professes to be a dlscxple of
Jesus. Others insist that only baptized disciples may nghtfully
be called Christians. This discussion will be confined to these
two views concerning disciples of Jesus.

First, let us begin with a’ deﬁmtlon of the word d1sc1ple
Cruden s Concordance deﬁnes the ‘word as follows

Literally, a scholar, a " learner; especially ' one: who
‘believes in the doctrine of his téacher and follows him.

- In the’ New Testament:- ther ‘followers of ‘John ‘the
Baptist were called his disciples. (Mark 2:18; John 3:25).

. Also the followers of Moses, in distinction from thé

-followers of John or Jesus. (Mark 2:18; John 9:28).

' .Most often the word is. used with reference to believers
in Chrlst both those who belleved durmg his life,, and
later those who joined the early church (Matt. 27;57;
John 19:38; Acts 9:36). The twelve Apostles, also, are

frequently called by thls name, (Matt. 10: l John 20:2).

The word “Chnstlan” is used three times ‘in. the New
Testament tis not found in the Old Testament.  Following
are the three quotatlons in which the word “Chrxstlan” is
found:
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Acts 11 : :
26 the dlsuples were called Chnstxans first in Antloeh
Acts 26 N

.28 Agrippa.said unte Paul, With but llttle persnasion
‘thou wouldest fain make me a Christian. - v

I Peter 4 .

16 If a man suffer ‘as a Chnstlan, let him not bé
ashamed; but: s : L
let him glorify God in-. thls nama,

Here we have no formal definition of the word Christian,
but there is an 1mphed definition in Acts 11:26.

We must first know and accept the deﬁmt1on of the word
dlscrple if we would arrive at the meanmg of the word. Chris-
tian. We must understand that there are all degrees of
discipleship, from secret discipleship; such' as Joseph as -Ari-
mathaea, and ‘unfaithful .discipleship such as Judas Iscariot,
who betrayed Jesus, to the most falthful followers such as the
Apostle Paul, o : ;

. . \\ - i .
When our Lord gave the great- commission he commanded
that men first be ‘made drscrples, af‘ter whxch they were to’ be

baptrzed

Matt 28

19 Go therefore, and make dlscrples of all the- natrons,
- baptizihg them into the name of the Father and

of the Son and of the Holy 'Spmt teachmg them to
~ observe all things whatsoever I commanded ‘you: and lo,
‘1 am with you always even, unto the end of the world

The word drscrple, taken alone, ,does not mdrcate whose
disciple one may be. In modern tunes it might mean a disciple
of Mohammed or Budha, or any number of. other religions.
The word Christian simply indicates one.is a, disciple of Christ.
One who is called a Christian cannot be confused with.. other
disciples, but wearing the name does not necessarily prove
fidelity to Christ.. There -are unfaithiful 'disciples; there are
unfaithfal Christians; there aré unfaithful churches. - g
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~ This word Christian did not come into use fér almost a
decade-after the beginning of the-church. It ‘was at the
dominantly Gentile church at Antioch that dise'iples of Christ
were . first: called Christians. Some think it was given by
enemies of the church -as a sort of disrespectful-: alutation.
However it may have been given it proved to te-a greatblessing.
Now the thought is, were these disciples called: Christians
before or after they were baptized 7 At that -time : unbaptized
believers were called disciples’ for Jesus .cammandéd that men
first be made disciples, after which they were to be baptized.
(Matt. 28 :19). This bemg true, unbaptlzed dxscrples were
being taught in the Antioch church What church does not
haveunbaptnzed disciples ? ‘Few, indeed, and ‘when this 1s
true 1t i§ not usually a spiritually healthy mdlcatlon

:'But, these disciples at Antioch came to be known as
Christians. What disciples, may I ask, baptized or unbapfized
became known as Christians ?- The scripture’ states, “The
disciples were called Ghristians first in Antioch.”.::Now' sotne
would paraphrase this by supplying a few: ‘words, such as,
“The disciples, (after they were baptized) were called Christians
first at Antioch.”” A tradition has grown up in churches of
Christ that only baptized believers may be called Chnstxans
This tradition is so strong that one may suffer pérsecuttdn at
the hands of his brethren if he so much:as - expresses his “views
in opposition to this tradition. Traditions die'a slow and
painful death. This is just one of a number of true- traditions
embraced by the church. Sometimes we hear, it sald ‘that we
have a tradxtlon of singing three songs followed by a prayer at
our worshlp services. This is usually spoken factitiously. This
is not a true - tradition. Men have to follow some- order in
pubtic-worship and this is only a custom. T*have never been
in a‘church where this custom is tradltlonally follotved To
seriously suggest it is'a tradition indicates a mxsunderstandmg
of true: tradmons

. Another tradmon closely related to the @bove mg ﬁhe
tradmon that one is born of both the water.and the :Spirit.-at
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the same time. I will only use-two referemces conc:ermng:thls.
for it i§ a subject with ifself. We read ' Lo

1 John 5

. 1 Whosoever _believeth that Jesus is the Chﬁst s
“begotton of God. ; .

" Again we read concernin’nge}sus}':'r T
John 1
- 11 He came unto his own, and they that were his own.
received himnot. o

. 12 But as many as received him, to them gave he the

 right.tp become children of God, even to them that
beheve on his name ; who were born, not of blood nor
of the wxll of the flesh, but of God

- ‘One who is begotton of God is born of God, but. he is not:
yet-in-the family of God. The only way one. may be born . of
God is in a Spiritual begetting, which happens when one
believes, as stated above. Now theré are many: believers who:
have been begotten.or born of God, including most: denomina-
tional people and our own little children who believe.but have
not been baptxzed A]though they  have been begotten they
have not exercised their right to become children of God
through baptxsm Having been begotten ‘of the Father they
have the. right to’address ‘God as- thexr Father, - whether-it: be a
¢hild or ad-adult; and no one ‘has the - right to tell such a
disciple they are not a Christian. éven if ‘they do ' need: more
teaching. : De‘n’t. we all need -.more;tgaChingf?

Reasons For Marlftal Failure @) -

(7) SOME MARRIAGES FAII: BBCAUSE BITHER»
THE HUSBAND OR WIFE DO : NOT: FULFILL THEIR
PROPER ROLE—In every relationship: that God. has placed
men and women in down through time; God has made the
place of both the man and the. woman' clear. Whether it be
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inthe church, the home, or wherever else God has outlined
the role that men and women are to fill. And as long as both
men and women properly fulfill their role, not stepping over
the limits, and not leaving undone what is required in that
role, there have béen the needed -accomplishments as well as
peace and harmony. But when either mén or women begin
to ignore their God given role and begin to step over the .line
or they refuse to carry out their functions, . then-problems and
discord and failure result. And many marriages have prob-
lems because either the husband or wife or both.do not
recognize their place, and they do not stay in it.

Let's notice some vérses in the Bible that set forth the
role of husbands and wives. Eph, 5 22-25 Wives, submit
yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. For
the husband is the liead of the wife; even ‘as Christ is the head
of the church : and He is the. Savior of the body. Therefore
3s the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their
own husbands in every thing. Husbands love your wives,
even as Christ also loved the church, and gave Himself for
it.” I Cor. 7:1-4 “Now concerning the things whereof ye wrote
unto me: It is good for a man not to touch a woman.
Nevertheless, to avoid fornication, let every man have h1s own
wife, and let every woman have her own husban_d, ,Let_ the
husband render unto the wife due benevolence ‘and likewise
also the wife unto the husband, The wife hath not power of
her own body, but the husband : and likewise also the
husband hath not power of his own body, but the wife”,

I Tim. 6:8 “But if any provide not for his own, and
specially for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith
and is worse than an infidel.” Titus 2:4-5 “That they may
teach: the"young women to be sober, to love their husbands; to
love their children, to be dxscreet haste, keepers at home, good
obedient to their own husbands, that the Word of God be not
blasphémed,” Eph. 6:4 “And ye fathers, provoke not your
children to wrath : but bring’ them up in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord”. I pet.3:1, 7- “Likewise, ye wives,
be in -subjection to your own husbands... Likewise ye
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husbands, dwel with them -according to knowledge, giving
honour:unto. the wife.as unto the weaker vessel, and as being
. heirs together ofithe grace of life; that your prayers be not
hindered”. And in I Pet. 3:4 the point is made that a woman
is to be adorned with a meek and a quiet spirit whlch is of
great worth in the. eyes of God—and I cannot keep from
saymg that in our day and age of women’s: lib, materialism,
and ptofessronalrsm women that are adorned with a meek and
qure‘t spirit are few and far between

. These are ]ust some of .the verses that set . forth the role. of

husbands and wives, but they teach us that we meed to
stay in it. B ‘

(8) FINALLY WE NOTICE THAT MANY MARRIA-
GES»FAIL BECAUSE OF LEAVING GOD OUT OF THE

HOME—And this is actually at the root or the base of many
of the other problems that we have discussed in this series of
articles. Even though a divorce may not end in divorce,. it
still cannot be the success that God intended without both
mates being faithful Christians. If both mates are not
. involved in the greatest thing'on earth together, and that is
serving the Lord God and His' Son Jesus Christ, how could
they possibly find in marriage the meaning and purpose and
happiness that God intended ? . They may enjoy some amount
of happiness, and may be even more than some supposed
Christians do, but something is lacking..

‘What about the case of the Christian and a non-Christian
being married'to each other ? - Obviously, this presents prob-
lems, What about the marriage of a Cliristian and a ‘deno-
minational person ? Obviously again, this presents -problems,
What about the homes wheére 'both parents are New- Testa-
ment Christiaiis but do not really put the Lord in the lead in
their marriage, that do not worship the Lord together, that
dd not study the Bible together, that do not pray for the Lord’s
gdidance in their home, that:do not do "everything that is done
seeking to do it in the way that God intended and expects ?
Obviously "again, that home cannot . be the success that God.
Intended it to be and there will be problems. If God is-not the
center of our homes, if both mates are not faithful, dedicated
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Christians, members of Christ’s. church, that home cannot be

the success and refuge and training center -and. place:of j Joy
that God wants it to be, It's just that simple. -

~ 'Even if a home' ddes stay together, even if there 1s no
divorce, the home is still a hopeless failure if God is not’ m
that home when it comes to’ fulﬁllmg the functxons that God
intended for the home. Thus it belioves ali’ of us that are
married and those of us that are thmkmg about ‘arriage to
exalt God to the number one place ‘in ‘our own life and to
exdlt Him to the number one place in our marnage or in our
prospectlve marrlage R :

In th1s series of articles we have engaged in a dlscusswn
of these light reasons for marriage failure in: the light of the
Bible with the hope that such teaching will help. all of us to
have better, happier, more Christ-like homes that will not
some day end in divorce. May God help us then to recognize
these things and to act accordmgly

| How to Study the Bible
V Gary Dannis Jones. '
: - Chapter-By-Chapter Study :

“Trymg to. read the Bible straight, chapter by- chatpter is
the most boring thing in the world,”: said a veteran ‘gospel
minister: And if you don’t beligve that this really is a hard
thing to do, then-try it that way. And be honest with. yougself
as.to how much eﬁ'o:t is necessary to keep this up day:by day.:

Why is this such a hard thing to. do.? 1 thought that all
Chustlgns -would be interested enough in,. the Blble to read it

“Contmmty” is. the key word here. for thete is httle ofxt,
in the strict sense, to be found if you take the chapter by
chapter approach. The basic theme runs. all through the Bible
of course, but the topics and time periods may change. from
verse to verse ; there may be several such changes in a chapter.
Thus enters part of: the difficulty ‘of maintaining close attention
when using the chapter-by-chapter method of study: -



25

Llhewise, there are -often quick changes in the characters
s‘pb‘*ken of in the Old and NeW Testiments, ‘Perhaps they are
not as quick as the changes in topics but fast changes may be
noted, nevertheless. And‘this makes it yet all the ‘harder to

retﬁin a deep ‘interest WBen trymg fo. study the B:ble chapter
by chapter : o

“True Christians are always interested in: the cornitents: of the
Bnble, yes, but be fair, Christians are: neither more nor iess
human than anyone else.’ They are in - no way superhuman,

though people may at t:més seem to requxre superhuman eﬂ'orts
~of us.” o

'So, should one read the Blb]e stralght through from cover
1o cover ? Sure, 20 ahead If you can concentrate . well on

‘it that way, then more power to’ you. :‘Biit there is, I' believe, a
bettcr way

Toplcal Stﬂdy

The toplc is the most palatable umt of Bible study for the
slmple reason that no matter how many references ‘one has to
‘run or how. much “digging” onie has to do, any glven topxc
hangs together much better throigh this type of ‘approach than
.is true when the chapter-by-chapter orVeme-by-Verse niethod
s used. And for this very reason, the topic at hand _both
demands and commands more atterition than it would other-’
wise be .able to do. . Therefore, one - @hould certainly learn
-more, and in a shorter time, from makmg a.study of homo-
getieous topics than by usmg the’ hetrogeneous, as.well as more
time-consuming, chapter-by-chapter approach

Aids to Study

Lo

After selectmg the tOPlC one wishes to study, the next step
is to look up all the refefence ¢ ou this subject. . And in' domg

‘this, of course, the use of a good concordanee ora toplcal
Blble is almost mdnspensable :

Copymg the references ve:batlm isa good idea when an
mdepth study of thé fopic iri question is desirable. This serves
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two purposes : (1) to help one to remember.the Bible teachings
contained therein and (2) to give. one a ready listing of . these -

references for future use.

.. When this has been done, one should next look up all”key
words in a good dictionary and make a note of the meaning
or meanings of each word pertinent to the scriptures. Though
merely looking up the meanings of words won’t assuré oie of
correctly understanding Bible passages, surely it.will be of
considerable benefit if used wisely. - © - - o
- One can also get invaluable help when' referring ‘to- various
translations. of the Bible. I know that translations have been
berated, and with some justification witheut doubt, but I
for one cannot bring myself to belive that all translations. are
all bad, that any one of them might be without its’ good
point—at least not any that I have seen .

e .. e

Meanings of words are relative thing's—,.,.a‘bbu't this there can
‘be no doubt. They are relative to the time during which
they are spoken or written and to the context thereof. .

First of all, meanings change from generation to generation,
from one time to another—we all know this. Some. of the
words used in the authorized King James Version of the Bible
have much deeper meanings for. us than they did for the people
of the early seventeenth century, The word “hate” means to
us “a very strong and intense ~ dislike” - for something  6r
someone. But some Bible scholars tell us that the word used

by Jesus meant “to love less™.

o
e s

On the other hand, it has been stated. that’ the term ““théu
fool” has.a far deeper - meaning. in. the ‘King® James .Version

‘than it does to us to day. And soon. __ | AN
Just as one must use some judgment in making usé of  the
various Bible translations, as also,must one- use .-some: caution
‘when using Bible commentaries. . Now . there -is certainly
nothing wrong in using Bible commentaries.  As'a matter of -
fact, there is much to recommend 'this praclice, along with
the use of topical Bibles, concordances, various translations; a
dictionary, and other study aids. But to follow blindly the
teachings of any such aids is to invite disaster.. _

.. In order to get the most but, of a topical, or -any -other,
study of the Bible, one should either write an article or prepare
a talk on the subject at hand. This is, of course, especially
good for a Bible class teacher or a gospel ministet. L

Before-beginning to write. hewever, one must da: the -hard
. work of research. It would be well to search for anecdotes to -
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fit the topic under study. For example, the subject of idolatry
might lead one to think how almost anything can be made into
an item of worship, or idol, as money, prestige, power, educa-
tion, and so forth.- From here it’s merely a .matter of finding
specific incidents to reinforce the point, as ““One fellow seems
to live just to see how much power “be can attain......” I'm
sure that no one would have very’ much trouble -finding some
such anecdotes to illustrate whatever material ‘he happened to
be studying at any given time. ' L T

“Once suitable anecdotés have béen foind, one can ‘then
start putting the material together to form a synthesis of it,
trying to-make it fit together in-a neat, orderly fashion.: And
in so doing, always remember to start at the most® appropriate
place—the beginning, -First write a brief statement about what
.you hope to-prove; then go ahead and prove.it with the help of
the relevant scriptures and the help of anecdotes . that are
pertinent to the subject. - ' :
Word of Caution S S

However. a word of-caution :. Never ever try to- force your

o

conclusions from such a study into.-a. precongeived mold. .If
your beliefs can be proved by the Bible, then thats just_fine.
But you should never try to prove the Bible by your “beliefs.
‘This is inherently unfair to all.concérned. : Draw some con-
clusions from this study yes, but be absolutely  sure "that they
-are fair ones. In other words, when studying the. Bible, always.
;kee];1 an open mind that you may learn more and cling to. the
truth. o : e

At the same time one .seek;s» to find the true, me‘aningj_ih_ -the
word of God, he must-also:of necessity seek for the everyday
applications of this truth if he is to get the full benefit of his

diligent study.

" 1 know that “faith alone” is a‘very: prevalent- belief today,
but “faith alone” has not, and will not, ever. be” of benefit to
any-one. It’s just not possible. For more on .this, ‘see._the
second chapter of James. We must- have faith, .yes, but we
must also show the works thereof if we afe to please God. *
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Church of Christ
Box 6543
Cumbala Hill
Bombay-26

Church of Christ
Pathanapuram P. O.
Quilon (DT.)
Kerala State

Church of Christ
Churachandpur
Manipur

Church of Christ
GNT Road .
Pozhal, Madras-600066

Church of Christ

953 Kalasiguda, Bolarum
Secunderabad 500010, A.P.
Hyderabad

Church of Christ

H. No. 1-9-312/5/2
Vidyanagar

Hyderabad 500044, A.P.

Church of Christ

160, Mukerjee Nagar,
Kingsway Camp,
Delhi-9.

Church of Christ

Opp. District Courts
Kannavarithota
Guntur 4, A.P.

J%iré’&ary ,

e

Church: of Christ:
Mannur Post .
Jayempu-524131

Nellore Dist, A.P.

Church of Christ -

37 M.S.0. Colony
"Bansawadi Road -
. Bangalore-33

- Church of Christ -
9, Erran St. ‘

Pursawalkam
Madras-7
Church of Christ
35, Lock Street -
Kottur,
Madras-600085
Church of Christ
Nongrim Hills
Shillong

- Church of Christ

Ketti, P.O. Nilgiris

" Tamil Nadu

Church of Christ
No. 50-753-177
Gooty Road
Kurnool-2 (A.P.)

Church of Christ

_ Pool Bagh Road

Vizianagaram-2,
Church of Christ
Vattapadam
Palankara -P. O.
Nilambur
Kerala State

Church of Christ G, Kondur (P.O.)
Via Kondapalli Krishna District, A.P.

These are but a few of the addresses of the churches of
Christ located in India. Contact the ome nearest you for
information about worship services, Bible Correspondence
Courses, and tracts, etc. ..
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