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The apostle "Paul - Wrote “the Romans, “‘For 1 am not
ashamed o? the gospe1 of Christ: for it is the power of God
unto salvatron to every one that beheveth to the Jew first,
and also to the Greek. For therein is the rlghteousness of
God. l;evealed from faith to faxth ‘as it is written, The just
shall live by falth > ( Romaas 1:16, 17). Much is sard in these
two verses, of scrxpture and therefore we want to take the nme
to look mto them and’ see what they should mean to us.

What is the gospel " Whatever 1t is Paul is saymg that he
he is not ashamed of 1t and the reason he is not ashamed of
it is because it is the power of God unto salvation. That is,
the, gospel has the power to save Not only so, but through
it the rxghteousness of God is revealed from the begmnm g to
the end. So if we.can discover what the gospel is then we
may determine wherem the power of God is located.

. In 1. Connthlans 15:1- 4. Paul says, ‘“Moreover, brethren, »
declare unto you the gospel which 1. preached unto you, ‘which
also ye have received, and wherein ye stand ; By which also
ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preachéd unto you,
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unless ye have believed in vain. For I delivered unto you first
of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our
sins'according to the scriptutes ; And that he was buried,
and that he rose again the third day according -to the scrip-
tures.” So Paul says that the gospel is simply the death, burial,

and resurrection of Christ. He told the Corinthians that he
had received it, had preached it to them, and those who had
received it had been saved by it.

* But how can the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ
save anyone ? In other word, how can we so apply these facts
to our lives so we can be saved by them ? First. of all, we
must realize that these are facts indeed that must be believed.
In the second place, the same writer, the apostle Paul, speaks
of the Romans haying obeyed a form of that doctrine, In
the first-part of Romans 6 he shows how they had died to their
sins, had been buried in .the waters of baptism, and then
how they had come forth from that watery grave-to walk in
newness of life. That is, Christ had died, been buried, and
then resurrected and through their obedience they had obeyed
a form of it. He concluded, “But God be thanked, that ye
were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart
that form of doctrine which was delivered you. Béing then
made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness.”
(Romans 6:17,18). Notice carefully now: They were the
servants of sin but now they are the servants of righteousness.
What made the difference ? They had obeyed from the heart
that form of doctrine that was delivered them. It was not the
doctrine they had obeyed, but a form of it. The doctrine was
the death’, burial, and resurrection of Christ and those were
facts that they were to believe. But they obeyed a form of
that doctrine. Another way of putting it, they obeyed a form
or something that would picture the doctrine in their obedience.
Again, it would be a likeness but something they could obey.
Going back to our previous remarks, in obeying the gospel
they died to their sins, were buried in the water, and this was
called baptism, and then they came up out of the water. On’
doing this, they symbolically pictured the Lord’s death burial,
and resurrection in their obedience.

Paul tells us that the Lord is coming back to take vehgeance ,
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on them that know not God and obey not the ,gospgl.‘ (2
Thessalonians 1:7-9). Also Peter declares, ‘‘For the time ‘is
come that judgment must begin at the house of God :- and if
it first begin at us, what shall the end be -of them that obey
not the gospel of God 7 (1 Peter 4:17). But again, how can
one obey the gospel ? That is simple. The gospel not only
contains facts but it also has commands. Christ himself said,
“Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to- every
creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved ;
but he that believeth not shall be damned.” (Mark 16:15,16).
Peter and the apostles preached the gospel on ‘the day of
Pentecost. After the facts of the gospel had been proclaimed
and faith had been produced in the hearts of the hearers, then
they asked, “Men and brethren, what shall we do? Then
Peter said unto them, Repent. and be baptized every one of
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the - remission of sins, and
ye shall teceive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” (Acts 2:37,38).
As a result of this around three thousand were obedient to'the.
gospel and were added to the church. (Acts 2:41,47). Goon
through the book of Acts and you wlll find conversion after
conversion where this happened again and again.

Paul defined the gospel as being good news or glad tidings.
(Romans 19:15). When you know what the gospel is and
what it can do for one then it is understandable why it is
called good news. And to be sure that all the world has this
good news then the Lord commanded that it be taken to all
the world. (Mark 16:15). ’

So the gospel is the power of God unto salvation unto
everyone that believeth. God uses the gospel, and works
through the gospel, to save the lost. There is nothing
else to match it. One may turn.to whatever he will
but he will find no power except in the gospel of Christ.
But even. though the power is there, one must believe the
the gospel and obey its commands to comein contact with it.
Then there is salvation and the hope of eternal life. There
is no greater power today in all the world, '
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.. The Truth About Christmas .~
Friends, Christianity is, a ‘Bible subject. . It has its origin-
with Christ and the Bible, especially the New Testament, . Al
Christians are commanded to abide.in Christ and in, his words,
* because -each one . of . us,will be judged one day according to.
the words that Christ hath spoken (John. 12 ; 48). - Remember
that. Therefore, as. Christians, it isyery important that whats,
soever we believe or practice it must be_supported-by the. New.
Testament, where the will of Christ is recorded for us
today. e '
However, when we look around the religious would today,
that is today’s Christianity, we find that there are many
things being believed and practiced. which are absolurely
foreign to the New Testament and as well as to the whole
Bible. And. honestly. speaking, my friends, Christmas, the
so-called birthday :of .Christ. is- one of them., Each year on
December _25t'h millions of people around thc world celebrate
Christmas. They do so, NOT because they ‘have -read in
their Bibles that Christ was born into this world upon this
day, but because.they ‘have ‘been told by théir parents, fore-
fathé'rs, and religious leaders that- Christ was born on this
day, ie., December 25th. Butthe question is : DOES THE
BIBLE TEACH THIS ? And, if not, THEN HOW DID THIS
PRACTICE COME INTO EXISTENCE ? . . - P

: Actually speaking, as a 'matter of fact,: even the word.
Christmas'is not found n the pages of the' sixty-six. books of
the Bible. Nowhere, yes, nowhere does the Bible say that .
Christ was born on December 25th. True, Christ was born,
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but we do not know from the Bible on what date he iwas
born. Secéndly, nowhere in the New Testament do ‘we have
an examble of the disciples of Christ ever celebrating
Christmas, ‘or" that the Apdstles ever taught them' to- do
so. We'read -in- Acts2: 42 that _these early ‘Christians
“...continued steadfast in the apostels’ doctrine”. And  in
other places, in the New Testament, we find them assembling
together on every first day of the week, Sunday, to observe
Lord’s Supper (Acts 20 : 7), to give offerings. (1 Corinthinas
16 : 1, 2); we find them praying, singing, ieaching, the gospe]
message. But nowhere, yes, nowhere in the New Testament
we see -them ever celebrating the socalled Christmas. Of

course, it was not the doctrine or the teaching of the. Apostles.

Can’t you see this, my friend ?  And thirdiy, logically speak-
ing, ‘it fsot probable tha’t_”Ch:’ist_ was born on December
25th, because the Bible, in Luke 2 .8, says, that shepherds
were out in the field Watching their flocks by night when
Christ was born,” Now, there was. ot likely, any reason - for
this in winter. As matter of fact, during December  the
climate in and around Bethlehem, where Christ was born, is
very very ‘cold. Therefore, the " shepherds would not DPlan to
sit' out in the freezing cold. T o

. Now what is commonly called “Christmas”- is, ’n-ot';thc
birthday of - Christ. The word Christmas is ‘from “Christes
Masse” which means Mass of Christ, and it originated with
the Catholic, church. After .the death. of .the Apostles .the
church of Christ suffered a great falliqg away as it. ‘was predig-
ted .by, the Apostles in their life time. -(Acts 26 ; 28, 29, 30 ;
2Thessalonians 2 : 3 ; 1Timothy 4 : 1-3 and 2Timotny 4 : 1-4),
Soon a new church was established in Rome, and it was called
Roman Catholic church. This new chu;réh;‘qhgnged ~many
plaih.‘ teachings of the New Teétamigﬁt, ' ag‘d-jptrqdﬁbéd 'Sevex:al
New practices. ' Among ' other’ things th¢ Citholic chugch
observed 1ots of masses of many-differerit so-called saints, and
sincé ‘they' had. no- mass- for Christ, they therefore planned
to have a Christ’s Mass. So, after ,sometime. it was decided
by the Catcholic church to observe: the ‘Mass of Cﬁrist‘eVerx
year’ on. December 25th.,"But later in the »lr"}t‘hl ;e;e;:lﬁpry-}tl;_é‘
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Catholic church divided in two different groups, i.e. the Roman
Catholic, and the Greak Orthodox church. However, the
Catholic church kept celebrating Christmas on every December
45th, butthe Greek Orthodox church selected another date

‘for it and they began to celebrate their Christmas on January
6th. Now, it is a fact, all of the modern day denominations

have come out of the Roman Catholic church since the
fifteenth century, and with them they brought many man-made
‘teachings and practices, such as Calling men Reverened and
Father, baptizing little babies, observing various days, and, of
‘course, Christmas.

~ However, suppose if God had wanted his pebple to cele-
‘brate, in any spécial way, the birthday of Christ, I believe,
he certainly would have authorized such a celebration. The
‘scriptures contain all things which pertain to life~and godli-
ness. (2Peter 1:3; 2Timothy 3 : 15-17). Christmas, since
it is not “divinely authorized; is an addition to the word of
‘God, and surely is a doctrine and commandment of men,
and is vain worship. (Revelation 22 : 18, 19 ; Matthew
15:9). - . )

Moreover, in many different churches and assemblies and
as well as in homes, on the Christmas day people make a doll,
and I should say an idol, and lay it in a manger as to show
baby Christ. Please, just think ! Is it nota great insult to
the Son of God ; Christ who is the Lord- of lords and King
of kings, they compare him with a doll'! Just think about
this ! Bach' year they bring him down ‘from heaven that he
might be born annually, each year t_hejr crucify him, and
each year they make him resuriected. How absurd, ridi-
culous ! o S ' :
Again, the majority of people get drunk, dance, and do
many other un Christian things in'the name of Christmas.
On this day hudnreds of people die because they drink much

liquor to - celebrate Christmas, Let me ask you, Is this what
Christ requires from his followers ? ' :

Today, many fine, religious, and honest. people celebrate
Chrimas. They may condemn many things, such as drinking,
dancing, gambling. ~They may even reasoii that they celebrate
it not religiously but socially. But the. fact is, that it is wrong
because the Lord has not authorized its practice, in any way,
in the New Testament.



May Women Lead Prayer
- InWorship ?

Pat McGee

When in the course of Christian conduct it' becomes
necessary to stand in defense of gospel truth, such defense
must always be in the spirit of Chtist. It is in this spirit that -

“this study is sent forth. Our divinely given task is*to - “prove
all things ; holding fast that which is good” (I Thes. 5:21).
It must be undérstood that whatever the doctrine or practice,
no man has the right to be wrong religiously. Paul charged
men not to teach a different doctrine or anything which was
contrary to the sound doctrine of the blessed gospel (I Tim.
1:3, 10-21), 1In all doctrine and” teaching we are to show
purity and uncorruptness using sound speech that cannot be
condemned (Titus 1:7-8). Such speech will be the goal of this
article as we seek a Bible answer to the above question.

From different areas and at different times comes the
question, “Do the scriptures permit women to lead prayers
in public or semi-public periods of worship where men are
present ?” It shall be the purpose of this study to providea
clear-cut Bible answer to this question. The writer has no-
bias against anyone or a special theological axe to grind. * The
only desire is to say what God has said in his word—the
Bible. With that we shall have’ to be content. :

1t shall herem be maintained that the Bible teaches that
no Christian' woman can do anything in her Christian life,
public or private, which places her in a position of non-
‘subordination to“her Christian brettirén. It is further contended
that taking a- public, leading or “special part in a ‘worship -
situation is in violation of scripture. Specifically, the Christian
woman is strictly forbidden to publicly teach before her Chris-
tian brethren in the worship assembly. Thus it is held that
the word of God teaches  and scriptural support for this
position should subsequently follow in the ensuing study.
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in order that the reader may correctly undprstand the
jssue which is inivolved thay we Took closely ‘at the title of our
study : “May Women Léad anyer m Warsth"” By ‘“‘women”
is intended the Christian woman. ‘“Lead” means direct or
guide the others present in public speaking to God. “Worship”
means any and/or every situation which is a congregational
act of devotion to the Father, Son and :Holy Sprit. The
number present.or the place of assembly has absolutely n,othmg
to do with the issue. It may be in large: public’ assemblies.or
in small devotional circles where only a,few are present. - But
“worship” is used to include all of  these. situations.:.If
Christians are gather and any acts of devotion . .are.-congrega-
tionally expressed to :Deity then that:is worship: This - would
include teaching, singing, praying or any other.like act offered
.to God in worship, as worship, or during .worship. It:isnow
argued that no. Chrlstan ‘woman can occupy -a role of mon-
subordmatlon to her Chrlstan brethren,in any worship gather-
~ing that worship in teachmg, ‘praying. or' other similar: acts,
To the Bxblxcal proof of this contention we new turn:qur
attention.
BIBLICAL PROOF : .
Two partlcular passages are pertment to the d1scus1on
t hand ‘Both are from the pen of Paul .and both dC!;l.l
with Christian men and women in worshxp to. God
Conclusive in these two passages are all spmtual acts found .in
worship gathermg It shall be clear from an honest mvestx-
gation of these texts that W1th the regard to .public worslnp
assembhes, men are to take the lead.

Y

“Asin all the churches of the samts, let the women keep
s1lence in the churches, for it is not permltted untoi them
to speak ; ‘but let them be in subjectlon, as - also saith
the law. . And if they. would learn anythmg, Jet: them
ask their own husbands at home for-it is .shameful for
a woman to speak in the church:” I Cor: 14:33b-35. %1
‘desire therefore that the .men: pray in. every place,
lifting up holy hands, without wrath .and ‘disputing: ' In
like'manner, that -women " adorz ithemselves “in modest
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" apparel, witah shamefastmess and sobriety ; ﬁof with

braided hair, and gold or pearls or costly raiment; but
(which becometh women professing godliness) through

~good works. Let a womon learn in quietness with all
" subjection. But I permit not a woman to teach, nor

to have dominion over a man, but to be in quxetness »
I Tim. 2:8-12, .
We shall at this time turn to” a-systematic and close

study of . these above passages with the intention of
presenting the scriptural evidence contained therein in support
of -our basic argument. Turning first to the Corinthian
passage we see the following facts.

I Cor. 14:33b-35

1.

Let it first be observed that Paul states that what he is
writing here is the commandment of the Lord (I Cor.
14:37). Paul is not expressing his own personal opinion
or prejudice in these verses. It is God’s authorltatlve

‘and absolute message that he is glvmg

What Paul is writing here -by inspiration is applicable
to or in ‘“all the churches of the saints’. This. w_ould

-include every assembly to worship where men are

present,

Next notice that the apostle plainly writes; “let the
women keep silence in the assemblies’’. The word

* silence (sigao) is a present active imperative verb

meaning, “to keep in silence, to stop talking”. (UBS
Lexicon p. 162). The meaning here is not that she can
never say anything, for the Lord commands all Christians
to sing together (Col. 3:16) and she must .make the good
confession (Rom. 10:9-10; I Tim. 6:12; Mat. 10:32).

-But in. the mixed public assembly she is to remain

silent continually as a sign of her submission to the men
of the congregation, “even as the law says”-(14:34).

'* Twice Paul writes that the women are ‘“‘not permitted to

' speak® (14:34,35) for he says it is a shame for them to

: }

.50 do, Again we are reminded of the fact that Paul’s
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intention is-to govern activity in the worship assembly
(14:19,23,26,28). Women could pray and prophesy
(I Cor. 11:5; Acts 21:9) but not in the congregation for
such is not.allowed by God. These prohibitions would
apply to the discussion of 1 Cor. 11 or any other related

passage of scripture.

The basic principle under discussion by Paul in this
context is that of submission or subjection. The law
states (Gen. 3:16) that the woman is to be in submission
to the man (see Ipet. 3;1,5) in all things (Eph. 5:22-4,
33). No Christian woman is ever allowed in the worship

.assembly to be in a position of non-subordination to

the Christian men of the assembly. Speaking out or
refusing to remain silent in the assembly is Paul’s exam-
ple of such insubordination. :

I Tim. 2:8-12

1.

Paul here instructs first of all that ‘‘the men pray...
The word used by him for men 1s a special word meamng '
man as opposed to women. In " the greek language of
the New Testament there are two words translated men.
The one (anthropos) is generic and includes all member
of the human race whereas the other (aner) always makes
the distinction between the sexes. The generic ‘word
is used in T Tim. 2:1,4,5 but the word specifying men
exclusively is used in verse 8. Thus, when Paul says,
“I desire therefore that men pray in every place,” he
used a word-that meant just exactly that, men, and not

" women.

Paul then emphasises that not only are the men to do
the praying but that they are to do it in every pubhc
place where both sexes are present. “Everyplace” of
necessxty means every public place where the audience
is mixed or else it would logically demand that no
woman could pray at all—private or otherwise. All
Christian women are to pray (I Cor. 11:5; I Thes. 5:17) '
but in public places inspiration desires that the men. do
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the praying. The same point would apply to their
teaching role (see Titus 2:3-4; I Tim. 2:24; Acts 2:17-18).

»

“In like manner, that women...... Here the contrast
between the Christian man and the Christian woman is
begun. This distinction of role and position must be
maintained today.

“Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection.”
The prepositional phrase in silence” governs the
behaviour of the worshipping Christian woman in the
presence of her Christian brethren. The word *Silence”
here is a different word from that studied above in
I Cor. 14:34, but the meaning is exactly the same,
I Tim. 2:11 uses hesuchia ‘‘to be quiet’” (UBS p.81).
This is in harmony with Paul’s previous istatement that
in the mixed worship assembly only the men are to pray
(I Tim. 2:8). “Silence” does not exclude singing for that

is a congregational activity and in no way would

infringe upon her submission to her Christian brethren.

Paul again appeals to the -principle of -subjection : i.e.
““...with all subjection.”” (1 Tim. 2:11). In I Tim. 2:13-
14 Paul assigns two reasons why the ‘woman was not

‘to teach nor to usurp authority over the man: (1)

“For Adam was first formed, then Eve”. (2:13). In the
order of creation man was. made first, and then the
woman was made to be the proper helpmeet of the man.
(2) “And Adam was not beguiled, but the woman
- being beguiled hath fallen into transgressnon” (2:14).
Eve, not the man, was deceived by the subtlety of the

devil (I Cor. 11:3). Because of the woman’s sin, God.

said, “‘Thy desire shall be to thy husband and he shall
rule over thee.” (Gen. 3:16), '

Paul now writes that the woman is forbidden *to teach
or to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence”
(2:12). To usurp authority over the man i8 to engage

in an act of nonssubordindtion and this is What Paul

explicitly prohibits. The prepositional phrase “over
the man” modifies the two Infinitives “to teach” and

/
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“to usurp authority”. Therefore it is sinful for the
Christian woman to teach over the Christian mdt or do
anything over the man for which she has no authority.
Since Paul explicitly says that the men are to pray in
‘every place this would implicitly forbid any Christian
woman to lead prayer before her Christian brethren. No
Christian woman has the Biblical right to lead a prayer
" in ‘the presence of the Christian man. Such an act
" would be unauthorlzed by scripture.

The above mformatlon provides clear -and final confirma-
tion of the contention of this study; that no Christian woman
may with divine approval lead prayer or do anything else in a
mixed assembly which would place her in a position of non-

‘subordination to her Christian brethren. Since it is the nature

of Biblical truth that it is always consistent any truth proven
positively -cannot subsequently be disproven negatively.
Objections do not set aside established and absolute truths.
It is then the case that no human objection can possibly set
aside the conc]usxon and posmve Biblical evidence of the
above study.

Therefore in every position and act of leadership and
authority in worship the Christian woman is to remain in
a,b:solute silence as a sign of her subordination to her Christian
brethren. Paul says that this includes teaching and praying
befme any assembly in which a Christian man is present. *I
desire therefore that the men pray in every place”. “But I
permit not. a. woman to teach, nor to have dominion over a
raan, but to be in quietness”. Such is the evidence of scripture
and to it all of God’s faithful children must yeild-

w0
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Elisha And The Shunamite Woman
’ Mark H. Nunley _

Many times we assume that the only way to serve God is
in big elaborate ways. We sometimes think that we cannot
serve God unless we are a Moses leading the children of
Isracl out of Egypt. But the truth of the matter is that
everyone of us have opportunities to serve God daily. These
opportunities may not be impressive or showey. They May not
have any glamour about them. But yet they are very
important and very much needed. A woman in the 01d Testa-
ment that bears this out for us isa woman mentiond in 1I
Kings 4 : 8-37. _ ,

The woman’s name is not even recorded for us. She was
not a Sarah or an Esther. She ‘was just a common person
much like all of us. Her opportunities were not spectacular or
impressive. But she simply did what she could, and thus she
did service to God.

The Bible says about her that there was a great woman in
Shunem. And as we think about what is said about her, we
come to agree that indeed there was a great ‘woman in
Shunem. One thing that tells us that she was a great woman
is that she was hospitable. The record there tells us that she
constrained Elisha to eat with her and her husband. Her home
was always open to Elisha ; he was- always welcome at her
‘table whenever he was in Shunem : Besides that, she and her
husband built a room onto the house which Elisha could call
his own, and he stayed in that room many, times. Her
attitude must have been: I'll do whatever I can. These
deeds weren’t spectaculor or impressive, but Ihey ‘were 1mpor-
tant.

Now upon receiving all of these things, in return, Elisha
promised this woman that she would have a son (since she
and her husband were without any children). But upon
offering to give her somethings in return, notice what she said,
“] dwell among mine own people.” In other words, I
don’t need anything. She didn’t do what she did for some-
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thing in return. She had a husband, a house, food to eat,
and clothmg to wear, and she was thus content. So the
second thing which tells us that she was indeed a great woman
was her attitude that she didn’t need anythmg She was
content with what she had. She was not greedy “01'
jealous because others had thmgs Whlch she did not have

But in the course of time,. the boy became s1ck and he
died. And upon thls the- Shunamxte rode to - see Ehsha
And when Elisha saw her coming, . ‘he sent Gehazi his servant
to ask her, “Is it well with thee? Is. it . well with thy ‘hus-
band ? Is it well with the child ? And the answer of this
woman is almost unbelievable. She said, “Itis well.” “It is
well,” Can you imagine that? Here her only son was
“dead, and she could say, “It is well.”” you see, e’V’idently; she
recogmzed that God xs “in control’ of the universe, that all
things are in the hands of God, and that He will do what'’s
right. Her attitude must have beén : _Father, no matter
what I face, no matter what happens, if it is'Your will, if Your
hand is in it, then itis alright, .I ' know that You know best
and that You make no mistakes. - Does ‘that mean that she
did not. grieve the loss of her son? NO, not at all. She.
grieved over the death of her son like any-mother would. But
even this was alright if it was God’s will. So the third
~thing that tells-us that there wasindeed a great woman in
Shunem is that her attitude was, “It is well.””

. This woman did snmply what she could to serve God
and her fellow man : she was content with her circumstances
in life ; and it was, well with her soul no matter what happened
if it was the will of the Almlghty ‘Father in heaven. ~'May
each of us live our lives in the same way. We must -if we want
the blessmg of God upon our lives.
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'Me Sick...Why?
J . P, William.s

~Here I am, sick, flat on my back, almost as helpless as
a baby ; WHY? I thirk I can take it. I’ve had many hard
knocks in life ; but look at me now, Ican’teven get out of
bed. WHY ?. : .

My life hasn’t been perfect, I realize this, but do you sup-
pose it has been 'so bad that God is giving me what I
deserve ? '

Dlness, when it strikes suddenly, often catches one unpre-
pared 'With many it is a completely new experience. They
have known many others to go through this experience, but
somehow never expected it to happen to them. It’s always
someone else: that -is -sick or hurt in an. accident——never
me. That is, until ‘one day we'wakeup to find ourselves in
--a hospital surrounded ' by nurses, doctors and many strange
machines. In . between ‘x-rays; medication, and poss1bly
surgery, we find ‘a lot 'of time to lie on our backs and THINK!
For many this is a ‘time to re-examine their lives — their
- résources for living — both spiritual and physical.

©As we re-examine ourselves, éqme of us may find we are
face to face with the question, Why am I here? Perhaps
you have already asked yourself these questions. Perhaps you
have been searching your past to find what you have done so
bad:to be deserving of this pumshment

The questions that are coming to your mind cannot be
answered in a brief leaflet, but this one thing you can know
which will relieve . you of some real concern—your illness IS
NOT proof of God’s wrath upon you for something you
have done. °‘The rain falls on the just and unjust” (Matthew
5: 45)' Sickness is impartial, It falls upon all men, both
the rich and poor, saint and sinner alike. ,

The answer to your present illness is not to be found in
some mistake for which God is punishing you. Sin is not
directly the reason for suffering except as our selfish and
wilful way of the life leads us into that which is not healthy,
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bringing about wear and tear of our body, under which
some organs at'last break down and illness becomes inescap
able. In such cases God has mnot waited for us to make
mistakes and then, catching us, brought punishment upon
. us. :

The ancient Hebrews believed all evil was explained by
sin, and that a person’s misfortune, whether sickness or other-
wise, was evidence -of the wrath of God. Job was a

“perfect and upright man,” yet untold suﬂ‘ermg fell his
lot.

“As you await your return to health, erase from your
mind the idea that this is the punishment of God ; and let”
~a positive and helpful thought take its place.

Think of God as a loving, compassionate, merciful
..Father toward all mankind (2 Peter 3:9). In every body
“ there are healing resources which go to work for us immedijate-

ly ~when we are injured or become ill, These marvelous
‘forces of healing are placed in your body by God, and are
"working in you at this very moment. By this you can be
assured that God is not :punishing you for your failures, but
rather is on your side working that you may return to health
and happiness. As you lie in bed, let your mind dwell on
this thought. God is helping by placing these forces in my
body, and by working through nurses and doctors.

Relax, and let tension slip away, replacing it with: trust in
God, resolving to accept His will in full obedience (Hebrews

5:8-9).

Remember always, God has promised, I will never leave
thee, nor forsake thee’’ (Hebrews 13 : 5),

~ May God restore your health and renew your spirit with a
“determination to live for Him as He guides you through His
Holy Word each day.
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Blble Common Study and Sense

Gary Dennis Jones

“I will speak where the Bible speaks and be silent where '
the Bible is silent,”” - So spake restoration leader Alexander
Campbell many years ago. This is certainly a laudable motto,
but it can also be used for the prepetuation of prescribed
questions with predigested, word-for-word answers if we are
not very careful, '

Diligence, of course, is the first requisite of Bible study.
In order to really learn about the topic at hand, one must run
all'‘the references on that topic.- And if one is in a Bible class,
then he is little more than a detnment to it if he is not prepared
to participate.

" Then there is the dictionary. We all need to use it more
to look up the meanings of words and phrases that are
unfamiliar to us. Learning the meanings of these before class
commences will help insure a better study session.

 Often we are given class clues to the meanings of various
terms by their context, the ways and places in which they are
used. This, of course, is a very good study techhique since
any grouping of words can take on different meanings when
taken out of its original context. Such has been the case
with everything from books on communications and politics
to the Bible itself—with disastrous or near disastrous effects.

‘It has been stated that we should always be ready to give
to every man an answer for the hope that is in us ““I believe”
is a common expression among all of us; but too often, I fear,
we are totally unable to give any firm, tangible, sensible reason
why “I believe” as I do.- And of a certainty this should not
be so—we should either ‘search out scriptural reasons for our
beliefs or else abandon them altogether. Granted this is much,
much easier said than done ; we must nevertheless make the
effort,

In attempting to live up to the goal of speaking only where
the Bible speaks, Chtistians can easily get into the habit of
having Bible classes that consist of no more than reading a
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study booklet and then asking several basic questions which
are to be answered in just such-and-such a way, the way. they
have always been answered and the way they always will be.
Not that the truth ever changes. It does not. But we need to
start asking more thoughtful questions than we now do. As it
is, when someone asks a question- that is “not in the book,’
few people know what to do with. Hence they do little more
than restate the question, perhaps in a dozen ways, agree that
it really is a good question, then let it slowly fade off into the
atmosphere from whence it came.

To sum up, we should seek to be generally more diligent
and thorough in our study of the Bible. Included here is ‘not
only the attaining of knowledge of the scriptural reference on
the topic of study, but also the meanings of all words and
expressions contained therein and the ability to think analyti-
cally about the problems in the light of scripture. Wheri
we can do this, then we will be on the road to learning the
full meaning of the Word of God as it has been revealved

unto us.

Who Decides ?
- Mark H, Nunley"

Who does decide what is morally right and wrong ? Does
each person have the power and right to decide what is right
and wrong for himself in any given situation ? Is there a
standard of right and wrong that applies to everyone ? . Ulti-
mately, does man by his own reasoning, or does God in His
wisdom, decide what is morally rightly and wrong ?

This is a very, very important question that needs the right
answer. If God has the onmly right to decide what is right
and wrong, then men and women must submit themselves to
the will and decision of God on all matters. If man has the
right to decide what is right and wrong for himself or herself
in any given situation depending upon the circumstances, then
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man does not have to answer to anyone for his decision. So
let us consider these points that have a direct bearing on the
matter at hand :

0))

e

3

)

Man Is Not Capable Of Directing His Own Life Pro-

‘perly By Himself. In Jer, 10 : 23 we read, “O Jehovah, .

I know that the way of man is not in himself ; it is
not in man that walketh to direct his steps.”” Mankind
is not wise enough to be capable to handle the affairs:
of his own life. And so we must turn to the proper
standard of guldance to direct the affairs of our lives.

And we can see the messes that people get themselves
into when they take it upon themselves to direct their
lives without help from any other source. :

God’s Ways Are Higher And More Perfect Than
Man’s Ways. In Isa. 55 : 8- 9 we find, “For My
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways
My ways, saith Jehovah. For as the heavens are
higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your
ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.” So'if
a man or woman is to direct his or her life properly,-
they must consult the Lord God to follow His ways
and standards.

Man Must Give Answer To God For What He Does.
In II Cor. 5 : 10 we find, “For we must all be made
manifest before the judgement-seat of Christ; that
each one may receive the things done in the body,

according to what he hath done, whether it be good-

or bad.” Some day we shall all give answer to God

for everything that we have done. So we must be sure
that we are living our lives in accordance with the ways
of God.

The Bible Is The Only Reliable, God-Given, and God-
Approved Standard For Determining Right and
Wrong. John 12 : 48 ‘says, “He that rejecteth Me,

‘and receiveth not My sayings, hath one that: judgeth-

. him : the word that I spake, the same shall judge him:
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in the last day.””. We shall be judged in accordance

. with whether or not we obeyed the Word of God
(the Bible) to the very best of our ability in all that we
did in life,

. Inlight of these 4 points, we ask our question again : Who
decides what is right and wrong ? Does man have the right
to decide for himself what is right and wrong in a given
situation depending upon the circumstances ? Or, Does God
Almighty (through the Bible which is His message and revealed
will to mankind) have the ONLY right. to determine what is
right and wrong morally and in all other matters too ?.

Obviously, God is the only One that is capable of and has
the right to make the decisions of what is right and wrong.
Society, government, parents, personal opipion, etc. does not
have the ability or right to determine what is right or wrong.
Only God can make those decisions. But God has already
made those decisions, and He has presented them to us in the
pages of .the Bible. Let us then- stop doing the things that
we prefer and start domg what God requxres IN ALL
MATTERS.

From Death To Life

Dick Cupp

She was dying of cancer. The doctor gave her just a
few weeks to live. There was no hope—only the grave to
look forward to. o :

Then, through the efforts of the church in Geneva,
Switzerland, Germaine Droz heard the gospel of Jesus Christ.
She believed, and she obeyed.  She was buried wlth her new
found Lord in baptism, and she was raised to walk in new-
ness-of ‘life (Romans 6:3-4). - ' )

Mrs. * Droz died a month later, but the promise of Jesus
had become so meaningfal to her : “Let not your heart be
troubled : ye believe in God, ‘believe also: in mé.. In my
Father’s house are many mansions : if it were not so, 1 would
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‘havetold‘you. I go to preparé a place foryou. Andif I go
and prepare a place for you, I will come agdin, and ‘receive
-you unto, myself .that where I am, tbere ye ArnayV be also.”
(John -.14:1-3) - o e
i ,.n Her short. tlme as a Clmsuan, Mrs Droz came to
‘lookdt: death as ‘the dootway. to..Christ .and. eternal hfe
Nothing could have impressed ‘her. family more., “‘Her farth
and ass_urancc,” according to Max Danner, missionary in
Geneva, _“had a profound eﬁ'ect on thc church and on her
famlly” Her last month of hfe on’ earth was one of the
- greatest sermons ever preached' o

But what about you ?: . Can you say along w1th her and
with the apostle Paul, O. death ‘where : is thy. stmg" 0 grave,
~where is thy vrctory?” (I Corinthians 15: 55) .

The Bible says you rhust belleve in God as your

t,o tbe world (Matthew 10 32), and that you repent of past
sins and be buned with Him m water baptlsm (Acts 2'38-47

Mark 16 16 Romans 6:3- 4) o

Then, as you’ re rarsed from that burlal to walk in new-
ness of life, you have the same precious promise that Mrs.
Droz had—and you fio longer need fear death

SI'Am Most Afraid’ Of Fear

J ohn Gipson

“After these thlngs the word of the Lord came to Abram
ni‘a vrsxon “Fear not, Abram, I am you"r shiéld; your reward

......

Bruce ‘Shelley ‘tells of the llttle foiir-year-old girl ‘who
.-asked, $Daddy, are, you afrard of cows o
T “NO'” T L i .
n i seATe you afra‘rd of long wooly WOrzﬂs?” '
“No, of course mot * h



22

“Well, Daddy, you aren’t afraid - of anythmg but
Mommy, are you ?”

It may be only the little woman, but most of us are
afraid of something. We fear : the energy crisis, cold showers,
nemployment, inflation, -our own inadequacy, illness, old

“age, loneliness, death and the unknown. And It is not sufficient
to wink and shut our apprehensions up.

Our fears remind us that we are not much different from
_our forefathers. It has been the common lot of man to fear
and tremble. Thus from Genesis to Revelation, from- Abra-
ham to John on Patmos, the Lord has come with the
command, the appeal, the - exhortation, “Fear mot.” He
“speaks the same word to : Abraham, Israel, Moses, David,
Daniel, the disciples,  the women at the sepulchre, Mary,
--:Simon, Jarius, Paul, John, and to me, “Fear not.”

The very frequency with which fear is mentioned in the
Bible should tell me that it is a great sponler and enemy of
- abundant living. ‘Someone has said : “Fear betrays man’s
spirit, breaks down his defense, dlsarms him in the battle,
unfits him for the work of hfe, and adds terror to the
dying bed »

But let no child of God be stalked by this terror. In
those hours when “your seated heart knocks at your ribs”,
remember Abraham.

“The word of the Lord came to Abram.,” In the
hour of need God spoke. - What a blessing ! = But if God had
a word for Abram, He also has one for us.

“Fear not Abram ” D1d you notlce ? God called
Abram by name. And He knows. your name, too.  Our
God is a personal God. He knows your fears and mine.

“f am your shield; your reward shall be wvery
great.”” Abram would be kept as safely as God Himself
could keep him. No harm will fall with God as a shield.
But more than that, “your reward shall be very great ”?
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Do you have a favorite Bible verse ? D.L. Moody’s had
to do with fear. . “I will trust, and will not be afraid” (Isaiah_
12:2). Mr. Moody believed you could choose to travel either
first class or second class to heaven. ‘Second class is, “What
time I am afraid, I will trust.” First class is, “I will not be.
afraid.” ‘

John 3:16 Or Acts 2:38 ?
By James Joyner

We have before us two wonderful passages “of sc_ri.ptuf,e.
These two passages should be of special interest to you because
‘both of them deal with God’s great plan for redeeming man-
kind. Both of these passages deal with the same subject but
say entirely different things about that subject. John 3:16 tells
us that God so loved the world that He gave His only be-
gotten Son and that if we believe in him we should be saved.
Acts 2:38 telis-us that Repentance and Baptism give us for-
giveness of sins. “Your first impulse is probably to ask the
question. “Which of these two passages is correct ? Are we
saved by Faith in Jesus Christ, or are we saved by Repentance
and Baptism?”’ Before you decide which of these two passages
is correct, examine each one and see what it is teaching.

JOHN 3:16

The event surrounding this passage is. that of Nicodemus
coming to-Jesus by night. Jesus immediately tells him that
he must be born again. As Jesus tells Nicodemus about this
new way of life He uses an example from the Old Testament
jo illustrate His teaching. The children-of ;Israe'l spoke against
God and Moses; because of their rebellious attitude God sent
fiery serpents among the. people and many of the people died.
The children.of Israel repented of their sins and asked Moses
to ask God to deliver them from the fiery serpents. God
directed Moses to set a serpent of brass upon a pole. All ;Stf
those who would look upon- the serpent .of brass would be
saved from the snake bite (Num. 21:1-9). Jesus taught Nico-
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demus and teaches you that no longer isa person to turn to &
brazen serpent t'he law of Moses, his own goodness, his works,
or anythmg else for dehverance, but now a person must turn
6 him. John. 3:16 teaches’ you-that if you ‘will ‘turn to Jesus
* Chiist as your source of salvation and if you will place your
complete trust in Him, then you will be saved. .

ACTS 2:38

Peter had just finished preachmg the first Gospel sermon.
During his fessage Peter told; the Jews presetit ‘that they had
killed the very one who had come to- save them. The ‘people
listened to what Peter told' them and' realized that they were
guxlty of a terrible sin, for' the scriptures ‘tell us that they were
“pricked in their hearts”.- “Wanting to be forgiven ‘of “this sin
they asked “What shall:we do?”" Péter did not tell- these Jews
to believe in Jesus, because they alteady believed in him. Peter
told these bélievers to- “Repent and be Baptized' in-ithe name
of Jesus Christ for ( unto) the remlssmn of your sins”. - Acts
2:38 teaches that when ‘a person places his Faith in_ Jesus
Chrlst as his source of salvation then he must meet the: terms
of Repentance and Baptxsm before hxs sins are forgfven

GONGLUSIQN

~There is no‘contradiction betWeen JothS 16 and Acts 2.38
They aré both inspired of God and- are: true: I you believe
John 3:16 can you refuse to believe Acts 2:38? If. your, faith
in Jesus does not lead you to_obedience then you do not havé
the same faith that the people on 'Pentecost ‘had and yours
isnot a_ . Saving” "Faith, You may wonder why God-placed
Repentance and Baptlsm as ‘terms of Pardon T can itell
you ‘Why God told the’ pe0p]e on "~ Pentecost to - Repent
and’ be Baptlsed before He would’ forgive their sins if you can
tell me why ‘God requn'ed Naman to dip seven times in-the
Jordn Rlver before -Hé would cleanse him of his Ieprosy
IKings 5:1:14). The importarit: thing i both of these events
(IT Pentedost and Naaman) i is that when God- has spoken it is
(not to ask ‘why, it is only ours' to ‘OBEY. If-you BeheVe
in- the son of God fhen you w11] Obey Hm:r. BELIBVE in
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Jesu,s Christ” as your only hope of- Salvatnon (John 3.: 16),
REPENT of your sins (Acts 2 : 38),’ CONFESS Chnst before:
men. (Rom. 10 : 9-10), be BAPTIZED for the remlsswn of
yoﬁr sins (Acts 2 : 38), and then you W1]l bea CHRISTIAN
After you become. a. Chnstlan search the Scnptmes and be:
ohedient in a]l that God’ tequlres of you. :i ol

How to start a Church of Chnst

| 1n your home .
fo Y 'Reobert H: Martin: ~"‘:-’!’
If there is already CHUREHN OF CHRIST in your.

place present yourself to thpm in Christian love and essemble,
worship, and fellowship with them. (Heb, 10:24-25)

If there are only denominations available but No
CHURCH of CHRIST do not attend “any” denomination,
but'start a' CHURCH :OF CHRIST yourself' (R@mansﬁl6 5;
I'Cor. 16:19; Matt. 16:18) . = . ..

. Here is God’s way to do it and 1t 1s very mmple

1:, F:rst obey the gospel of Christ a5 you have learned in the’
“Bible. (Acts 2:38; Aéts: 8:26-39)-

2; Next. gather:together others ‘who. have obeyed the gospel
like the Bible teaches. (Acts 2:42) -

3. Then, find a place to meet. Any pletce lel do :In ‘a
house, or even under a tree. (Aéts:20:8) - S

4. ‘Assemble together upon every. first. day of-the .wesk (the
Lord’s Day). Just as the early Christians did. (Ats 20 7
Then God desxres that you worshxp Hlm m thlS simple
New Testament way-:

1. PRAY in worship just as the edrly ~Chr1§t1ans d1d (Acts
- 2:42; Col. 3:17).

2. SING hymns in worship, without instrument, just as early
Christians did. (Eph.. 5:19; Col. 3:16).. .

3. Observe the LORD’S SUPPER together in worship ]ust as
the early “Christians did. (Acts 20:7; T Cor. 11:23—29) -

4. STUDY the scriptures so as to bé approved of God “just
as the early Christians did, (If preaching is available that
is wonderful, if not stud your, Blble thh thankful hearts.
(2 Tim. 2: 15 '2'Tim, 3:16) S

5. GIVE cheerfully of your means to ‘tarry-on . 1he Lord’s
work just as the early Christians did, (I Cor, 16:1-2)

¥
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All this must be done from the HEART even as the

early Christians were taught by the Lord’s apostles to do,
- (John 4:23—24)

As soon as there are qualified men choose from among

yourselves scriptural elders and deacons.. God lists the

qualifications in Titus chapter I and 1 Timothy 3. »

Do these things ““in faith” and you will have a- congre-
gation of THE church that our Savior lived and DIED FOR.
(Romans 16:16)

After you establish the Lord’s church in your place :
1. Grow in Spirit and Truth; (I Pet, 2.2 2, Pet,3:18)
2. Remain faithful unto DEATH. (Rev, 2:10)

3. Always remember God has promised eternal life only to the
faithfull. (Matt. 21:46; John 10:27-30; I John 2:25)
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H. No. 1-9-312/5/2
Vidyanagar

Hyderabad 500044, A.P.

Church of Christ

160, Mukerjee Nagar,
Kingsway Camp,
Delhi-9.

Church of Christ
Opp. District Courts
Kannavarithota
Guntur 4, A.P.

™ church
Ad@r@@mry

Church of Christ
Mannur Post
Jayempu-524131
Nellore Dist, A.P.

Church of Christ
37 M.S.0. Colonry
Bansawadi-Road
Bangalore-33
Church of Christ
9, Erran St.
Pursawalkam
Madras-7

Church of Christ
35, Lock Street
Kottur
Madras-600085
Church of Christ
Nongrim Hills
Shillong

Church of Christ
Ketti, P.O. Nilgiris
Tamil Nadu
Church of Christ
No. 50-753-177
Gooty Road
Kurnool-2 (A.P.)
Church of Christ
Pool Bagh Road
Vizianagaram-2.
Church of Christ
Vattapadam
Palankara -P. O.
Nilambur
Kerala State

Church of Christ G, Kondur (P.O.)
Via Kondapalli Krishna District, A.P.

These are but a few of the addresses of the churches 'of
Christ located in India. Contact the one nearest you for
information about worship services, Bible Correspondence
Courses, and tracts, etc.

Printed at Pioneer Fine Art Press, Delhi-6. India



1L/1269% “oN “PEou
. | © 6Y00TI-NIPA S9N
SISE 'ON Xog Isog
.ﬂ:—ogﬁ oIqIg 9,

1 wouiy

- (S) @ "oN ‘uSoy yeIsog



