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Pictures, Statues, And Idolatry
In many homes there are pictures, statues, and other such

things that supposedly tell the visitor that the people who
live there are believers in Christ. This is especially true of
Catholic homes in particular and is generally the practice,
except perhaps for statues, of Protestants or denominational
people. There is such ademand for these kind of decorations
that most religious book stores carry asupply of them.

Those who are converted out of the religious world
(Catholic and Protestant) continue to display especially their
pictures that portray Christ. These pictures are usually
tacked to the wall or placed in frames and hung or placed at

In some cases theredifferent spots around over the room,
religious calenders depicting different scenes of the Lord’s

life. Some of the pictures may be very gotesque, showing an
a r e

open and bleeding heart.
The reason for mentioning this is for the purpose of

making some comments on the subject and at the same time
to warn brethren against such apractice. To begin with, it
should be pointed out that we do not have, apicture
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of Christ and therefore we do not know what he looks
like. It is presumtious on our part then to take an imaginary
picture of our Lord and say that this is the picture of
C h r i s t . W h i l e many would say that they see no harm in it,
yet the harm lies in the fact that we are building an image
of Christ that is without scriptural support. To accept such
pictures mean that we are placing the emphasis on the
visible, that which can be seen and touched,
becomes idolatry. (1 Cor. 10 :14). In what way ?In that
we treasure it, respect it, and reverence it.
to take good care of it and to keep it in aspecial place.
We would be greatly offended if anyone sought to damage
it or should they make critical remarks about it. Surely
then you can begin to see what such pictures may do for a
C h r i s t i a n .

T h i s t h e n

We are careful

Don’t you suppose that if the Lord had wanted
have pictures of him that he would have made it possible for
us to have his true likeness so we wouldn’t have to use

u s t o

imaginary pictures ?Surely he would. But the fact that we
have no such picture of him would indicate then that he had
no desire for us to have one.
Lord knew that thi

Don’t you know what the
would take it and worship it ?Even

without one, men hhve composed pictures of what they think
the the Lord must have looked like and they have turned this
into idolatry.

Not only do men idolize imaginary pictures of the Lord
but they use those which portray him as having long
hair. Now how in this world could anyone ever conclude
that Christ had long hair when his word tells us that it is a
shame for man to have long hair? (1 Corinthians 11 :4).
So most of the pictures used to Portray Christ give afalse
impression of him and one that is certainly contrary to the
teaching of the scriptures. This is just one more reason why
they should be rejected.

If you are amember of the Lord’s church and you
have pictures of Christ in your home, you then you should go
and take them down. Likewise, you should take away calenders



3

that illustrate Christ. These, along with statues of Christ, or
any other such religious symbols and trinkets, should be
destroyed. (1 John 5:21). These do not and cannot repre¬
s e n t C h r i s t . They cannot help us to draw closer to the
Lord. They cannot help us to be more spiritual. How can
they, when the Lord has not asked us to use them and neither
has he au tho r i zed tha t we use them?

The use of pictures, statues, and so on, only give us a
false concept of Christ. In the end our minds are diverted
from Christ to that which represent Christ. The result is
that we begin to treasure that, touch it, kiss it, honor it, look
to it for help and guidance, and therefore we have replaced the
Lord with an idol. (Galatians 5:20).

You may be determined to have your pictures, images,
statues, and other things representative of the Lord, but
remember you have no scriptural support for such and that
means you are doing so without the Lord’s authority. If you
are wise, you will do away with all such and no longer lean
on it or depend on it in any way. (1 Thessalonians 1:9).
Surely you can be aChristian, and you can let others know
that you are aChristian, without having to have all of those
things. Obey the Lord and practice Christianity daily and
everyone will know that you are aChristian and that you have
aChristian home. That will make afar greater impact on
the Lord and on all of your friends than all of the pictures
and symbols of Christ that you could ever gather together
into one place. (1 Peter 4:1-6).

The true Christian is not burdened down with all the
customs and traditions of men. He is free from all of those
things that the religious world thinks it must have. That is
why pure Christianity is so refreshing and is so different.
Try and see if you don’t find it to be superior to everything
else.
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The Gospel Of Christ
In the book of Romans chapter 1and verse 16, Apostle

Paul said, “For Iam not ashamed of the gospel of Christ;
for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that
bel ieveth” . The greatest t ruth that the inspired wr i ter
revealed in this small passage is the fact that the Gospel
of Jesus Christ is the power of God, and it is the power of God
unto salvation to every one that believeth. Man’s greatest
need is the salvation from sin, and God’s greatest power to
save man is the gospel of Christ.

However, what is the gospel ?Our answer comes from
the sacred pages of God’s word, and again the inspired
writer is the Apostle Paul. Now, listen what he says, in
1Corinthians 15:1-4, “Moreover brethren Ideclare unto you
the gospel which Ipreached unto you, which also ye have
received, and wherein ye stand; by which also ye are saved, if
ye keep in memory what Ipreached unto you, unless you have
believed in vain, for Idelivered unto you first of all that which
Ialso received, how that Christ died for our sins according to
the scriptures; and that he was buried, and that he rose again
the third day according to the scriptures.

From this we understand that the Apostle was reminding
Christians of the facts of the gospel. He said, he had already
preached to them the gospel, and wanted to remind them the
same gospel, which they had received when they had first
heard it, and still stand in it. He also said, that they were
saved by the gospel. And then he goes on to say, that the
gospel which Ifirst preached unto you, and which Ideclare
now, is the fact that Christ died for our sins according to the
sgriptuj-es; and tb^t be was hum4, that he rose again the third
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day according to the scriptures. Thus, the gospel simply is
t h e f a c t : T H A T C H R I S T D I E D F O R O U R S I N S , T H A T
H E W A S B U R I E D A N D T H A T H E R O S E A G A I N . B u t

remember, that the gospel is the power of God unto salvation,
and also what Apostle Paul said to Christians at Corinth, that
they were saved by the gospel.

When then one is saved by the gospel ?To find our answer,
let us turn to the book of Romans, chapter 6, verses 16,17 and
18. Here the inspired writer, in speaking to the Christians
at Rome, said, ‘Know yc not, that to whom ye yield yourselves
servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether
of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? But
God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have
obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was deli¬
vered you. Being then made free from sin, ye become the
servants of righteousness.

Hence, the Apostle reminds them that once they were in
sin, but later when they obeyed the form of the doctrine that
was delivered them, then they were saved from those sins as
result to their obedience. Now, what was the doctrine or teach¬
ing that he delivered them? Of course, the same that he deliver¬
ed the at Corinth, that is: That Christ died for our sins, and he
was buried, and that he rose again according to the scriptures.
Surely, there is only one true doctrine or gospel by which the
people at Corinth and at Rome were saved. The same
Apostle who wrote the epistles to the Corinthians and the
Romans, said, in writing to the Galatians, in Chapter 1:8,9,
“But though we or an angel from heaven, preach any other
gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you,
let him be accursed. As we said before, so say Inow again,
if any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye
have received, let him be accursed.

But in Romans 6:16-18 he said, that they were made
free from sin because they had obeyed that form of doctrine
which was delivered them. In other words, to be saved from
their sins, they had obeyed the form of the gospel. That is,
they did not actually die at the cross as Christ died, and

’ 5
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consequently they were not buried and rose again as Christ
did. But they did obey the form of the same gospel to be
saved. Did you get it ?Then what is then the form of the
gospel ?

As we turn to the sixth chapter of Romans, we find the
Apostle talking to the same people, and in verses 1-4 he said,

What shall we say then ?Shall we continue in sin, that
grace may abound ?God forbid. How shall we, that are
dead to sin, live any longer therein ?Know ye not, that so ,
many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized
i n t o h i s d e a t h ? T h e r e f o r e w e a r e b u r i e d w i t h h i m

CC

by baptism into death : t h a t l i k e a s C h r i s t w a s
raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so
we also should walk in the newness of life.” Thus, it is clearly
seen that by being baptized scriptually they had obeyed
that form of doctrine or the gospel. The Apostle tells them
that first of all they become dead to sin, that is, when they
repented or turned from their sins their old man of sin died,
and it was the picture or the form of the death of Christ.
And then he goes on to say, that after they died to their sin,
they were baptized into Jesus Christ and his death, and there¬
fore buried with him by baptism. The three facts of the
gospel are the death, burial and the resurrection of Christ.
So he said to picture Jesus’ death they died to sin, and to
picture the burial and the resurrection of Jesus they were
baptized. In other words when they were baptized or imersed
in water, they went down in water, and water covered them,
and thus they were buried by baptism into death, it was the
form of the burial of Jesus Christ, And when they came up
out of the water, through this act they pictured the resurrec¬
tion of Christ from the grave. Therefore, by their repentance
and baptism they obeyed the form of the gospel.

Now, let us consider the things we have so far noticed.
1. The gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation.
2. The gospel of .Shrist is, the death and the burial and the
resurrection of Jesus. 3. One is saved when one obeys the
form of the gospel. 4. One obeys the form of the gospel
by being baptized scripturally.

Iencourage you to think upon these things, and let the
power of God save you from sin.
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The Fou r Dea ths
Mark H. Nunley

Down through time there have been certain thinks that
have been mysterious to man, things that we could not know
much about if God had not have told us something about
them. And one of these is death,
in the dark on death.

But God has not left us
And that is why we must be concerned

about death,
k n o w .

God has told us some things that we need to
None of us have alease on life—the young die too !

We dont’t know how much time more we may have upon the
earth to get right in the sight of the Almighty God.
might add that the Bible is not morbid on the subject of
death because the Bible offers hope for the resurrection and
for heaven and tells us how we may come to enjoy that
hope. We also need to define the word death on the outset:
death means aseperation, the absense of something. And
there are four deaths that we read of in the Bible :

B u t w e

(1) PHYSICAL DEATH E c c l . 1 2 : 7 t e l l s u s w h a t
physical death is, “Then shall the dust return to the earth as
it was :and the spirit shall return unto God Who gave it.
And in Gen. 35 :18 we read,
soul was in departing (for she died)
death is that point in which the soul or spirit leaves the
body.

And it came to pass, as her
So physical

When the spirit leaves, the body of course returns to the
dust from whence it came. But where does the spirit go when
it returns to God who gave it ?The spirit goes into HADES.
In Luke 16 :19-31 we see both the rich man and Lazarus in
Hades following death Lazarus was in Abraham’s bossom
being comforted (paradise—see Luke 23 ;43), and the rich
man was in aplace of torment (tartarus—see II Pet. 2:4,
J u d e 1 : 6 ) . L a z a r u s w a s w h e r e h e w a s b e c a u s e h e h a d
lived righteously, and the rich man was where he was because
he had lived wickedly, as they both awaited the Day of Judge¬
ment when Jesus comes again.
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The reason for physical death in SIN. Rom, 6:23 “For the
wages of sin is death,” Rom, 5:12-14 “Therefore, as through
one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin,
and so death passed unto all men, for that all sinned.-.death
reigned from Adam until Moses even over them that had not
sinned after the likeness of Adam’s transgression, who is a
figure of Him that was to come.” Because of sin, death
entered into the world, and we shall keep that appointment if
we are not living when Jesus again (I Thess. 4:13-18).

(2) SPIRITUAL DEATH—Spiritual death is the sepera-
tion between God and man, it is the absense of spiritual life,
it is the absense of the favor and blessing of God. Isa.
59:1-2 says “Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, that
it cannot save ;neither His ear heavy that it cannot hear
but your INIQUITIES HAVE SEPERATED BETWEEN YOU
AND YOU GOD, and your SINS have HID HIS FACE
from you, that He will not hear.,, Rom. 3:23 For all have
sinned, and fall short the glory of God.” ITim. 5:6 “But
she that giveth herself to pleasure is dead while she liveth.

Whenever we reject the will of God and do as we please
in life, we become guilty of sin, and thus we seperate our¬
selves from God which is to die spiritually. Thus we walk in
the absense of spiritual life, and we walk in the absence of
G o d ’ s f a v o r .

(3) DEATH TO SIN— Rom. 6:2says, “We who died
to sin, how shall we live any longer therein ?” And the
writer continues to tel l us how we die to sin in Rom. 6:3-4

Or are ye ignorant that all we who were baptized into
Christ Jesus were baptized into His death ?We were buried
with Him therefore through baptism into death :that like
as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the
Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.
;That doesn’t mean that we will never sin again because we
we will (see IJohn 1:5through IJohn 2:2), but it means
that we have put away the continual practice and habit of sin
that we once lived in. See also Col. 2:12-13, Eph. 2:3-6,
Col. 3:1-11, Mark 16 :16, Acts 10 :48.

5 5

5 5
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B u t f o r t h e(4) THE SECOND DEATH— Rev. 21 :8
abominable, and murderers,fearful, and unbelieving, and

and fornicators, and socerers, and idolaters, and all liars,
their part shall be in the lake that burneth with fire and
brimstone which is the second death.” R e v. 2 0 : 1 5 “ A n d i f

any was not found written in the book of life, he was cast
i n t o t h e l a k e o f fi r e . ”

The second death is eternal seperation from God in Hell,
the lake that burns with fire and brimstone. All of those who
do not surrender their to life Jesus Christ, and all of those
who have surrendered their life to Him but have not faith¬
fully served Him as aChristian, will undergo the Second
D e a t h — s e e I I T h e s s . 1 : 7 - 9 .

All of us are guilty of sin, and because of Adam’s sin
death has entered into the world. So, we all die spiritually,
unless we are alive when Jesus comes again. And if we do
not get into Jesus Christ by being scripturally baptized into
Him and thus die to sin, we shall undergo the second death
when Jesus comes again. Are you ready to die ?Are you
prepared to escape the second death ?

Three Desires of Satan
Mark H, Nmi ley

Be sober, be watchful, your
adversary the devil, as aroaring lion, walketh about, seeking
whom he may devour :whom withstand stedfast in your faith,
knowing that the same sufferings are accomplished in your
brethren who are in the world,
withstand Satan, we are going to have to understand some of
his desires and tactics that he is using against us. So at this
time let us think about 3of Satan’s desires ;

(1) SATAN DESIRES TO KEEP US FROM BECOMING
ACHRISTL\N. He knows that salvation is found only in
Jesus Christ. And he knows that we must be aChristian to be

I n I P e t e r 5 : 8 - 9 w e r e a d

And if we are to be able to
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in Jesus. He knows that to find salvation we must be in
Christ’s church, for to be in Christ and in His church (H is
body) is one and the same thing. And so if Satan
from becoming aChristian, there no possible way that
escape the lake that burns with fire and brimstone. How then
do we become aChristian ?In Acts 2:36-38,40-41,47 we find
the an swer, “Let all the house of Isreal therefore know
assuredly, that God hath made Him both Lord and Christ, this
Jesus whom ye crucified. Now when they heard this, they were
pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and the rest of the
apostles, Brethren, what shall we do ?And Peter said unto
them, Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ unto (for) the remission (forgive¬
ness) of your sins; and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit...And with many other words he testified and exhorted
them, saying. Save yourselves from this crooked generation.
They then that received his word were baptized: and there were
added unto them them in that day about three thousand

And the Lord added to them (the Lord added to the

can stop us
w e c a n

s o u l s

church) day by day those that were saved. 5 >

But Satan is telling men that they do not have to be
baptized. Satan is telling men that they do not have to become
apart of the church which Jesus died to establish. Satan is
telling men and women to get down on their kness and to pray
for forgiveness in an attempt to become aChristian. Outside
of Jesus Christ there is no hope whatsoever. And Satan
knows that we are not in Christ unless we are baptized into
Him and His church (Gal, 3:26-27 and ICor. 12:13 and
C o l . 1 : 1 8 ) .

( 2 ) S ATA N D E S I R E S T O G E T C H R I S T I A N S T O
B A C K S L I D E A N D F A L L A W A Y F R O M T H E L O R D .

Christians are constantly bombarded with temptations to do
those things that God has forbidden. We are presented with
all kinds of things that battle for our presence when we should
be at the services of the church. We are constantly tempted
to relax and take it easy instead of carrying out the responsi¬
bilities that the Lord has placed upon our shoulders. And so
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we must constantly resist Satan turning to the Lord for the
help that He can and will give to us to resist and evercome the
temptations (Heb. 2:14-18 and Heb. 3:14-16).

This we must do for the Bible tells us in Luke 9:62, “No
man, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit
for the kingdom of God.” And in James 1:14-16 we are
admonished, “but each man is tempted, when he is drawn
away by his own lust, and enticed. Then the lust, when it
hath conceived, beareth sin ;when it is fullgrown, bringeth
forth death. Be not deceived (do not err), my beloved
b r e t h r e n . ”

But when we give in and fall away from active service to
the Lord, our condition is well described by II Pet. 2:20-22,
“For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world
through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,
they are again entangled therein and overcome, the last state
i s b e c o m e w o r s e w i t h t h e m t h a n t h e fi r s t . F o r i t w e r e b e t t e r

for them not to have known the way of righteouness, then,
after knowing it, to turn back from the holy commandment
delivered unto them according to the true proverb. The dog
turning to his own vomit again, and the sow that had washed
to wallowing in the mire.” This is the condition that Satan
wants us to slip into.

(3) SATAN DESIRES TO MAKE CHRISTIANS LAZY,
INDIFFERENT, COMPLACENT, SATISF IED, ETC. He
knows that we are of no value whatsoeveer to the Lord and
His church if we are unconcerned and lukewarm in the Lord’s
work. The Lord tells us what He thinks about the lazy,
inactive, unconcerned Christian in Rev. 3:16, “So because
thou art lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, Iwill spew thee
out of My mouth.” Satan knows that the lazy Christian
displeases the Lord more than the one that is no even profess¬
ing to be God’s child.

Far too many people are right where Satan wants them :
in one of these 3categories. May we then, realizing these
things, get right with God today.
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Old Time Religion ’
u

B a s i l O v e r t o n

Much is said about “old time religion”; people say they
want “ the o ld t ime re l ig ion,” and some th ink thei rs is that
kind when it may not be as old as they think, or it might be
older than they realize. Religion can be too old, and it can
fail to be old enough. Most people mean by “old time
religion” the kind where people get excited, and have
emotional upsurges and feel exceedingly happy. Getting
excited, expressing emotions, and being happy are involved in
the right kind of religion, but there are other things involved
too !The religion of many people is too old. They practice
things that were authorized by God in the law of Moses, but
which are not authorized by Christ in his blood sealed cove¬
nant. The law of Moses was abolished in the death of Christ.
Much of the New Testament was wri t ten to show this fact.
The Book of Hebrews, for an example, was written to show
this truth ;so was the Book of Galatians. If Christians try
to justify their practices by the law of Moses, they fall from
grace. (Gal. 5;4.) If people practice in their religion that
which was commanded in the law of Moses, but not in the
law of Chrisf, then their religion is too old !

Others practice things in their religion that originated
in the dark ages, at the time when the Bible was not the hands
of the common people, but locked in the confines of adiabo¬
lical system with headquarters in Rome. Therefore, the
people did not know what God wanted them to know !When
people do not have true light of the Bible there is no way of
telling what they may do. The excitement and confusion that
characterizes many religious services is without Bible backing.
Much of that done in religion to day originated in the minds
of men who lived in the dark ages, atime when the Bible was
little known; atime when many hardly knew such abook
existed. Such religion is not old enough. Denominationalism
and the “mourner’s bench” system of “getting saved” came
out of the dark ages. There is no Bible authority for either.
Much of the religion of today is either too old, or not old
CHOUgh.
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Religion That Is Just Old Enough
Just because religion may be “old time religion-” does

not prove that it is right in God’s sight. Religion can be too
old, or not old enough. The religion that is just right, or that
is just old enough, is the religion patterned after God’s order
in the New Testament. One does not “get religion” if he
follows Christ but his religion is that which he thinks and
does in obedience to Christ. (James 1:27.) The religion
that pleases God, that is just old enough, that is pure and
undefiled before God, is that which aman lives when he
follows the gospel of Chirst. The literal meaning of religion
is :“to bind again.” We bind ourselves to God, and keep
ourselves bound to him, only as we do his will as revealed to
us through Christ’s gospel. (Heb. 1:1.)

For your religion to be just old enough you will have
to hear the gospel of Christ ;you will accept the fact that he
is God’s Son, and that you are lost in sin without him. You
will have to, upon this faith, repent of your sins (turn from
them) and be baptized into Christ for the remission of your
sins. (Acts. 2:38.) When you have done this you will be a
Christian, amember of the church that Christ established ;a
member of God’s family !(Acts 2:38-47.) You will then
have to continue stedfastly as aservant of your Master. You
will meet regularly with your brethern and worship God in
Spirit and in truth .(John 4:24.) You will teach others and
try to bring them to Christ and help them to understand the
undenominational religion of the New Testament. As a
member of God’s family, when you sin you will confess that
to your Father, and through Christ ask God to forgive you,
and he will. (1 John 1:7-10.) You will contend earnestly
for the one gospel and the one way of salvation that is
revealed therein. (Jude 3.) You will not belong to adeno¬
mination, for Christ condemns religions division. If your
religion is just old enough you will be aChristian, and the
way for you to know how to be just that is outlined in the
N e w Te s t a m e n t .

/ ! ! .
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Should We Keep The Sabbath?
R o b e r t H . M a r t i n

Is the Saturday Sabbath the Christian day of worship ?
Some churches say yes. What docs God say ?To learn the
answer, we must know ?
]. To whom was the sabbath given ?

G o d m a d e a c o v e n a n t

with our fathers, but with
Iam Jehovah

t h e r e f o r e . . . . . .

To the Hebrews only !Moses said,
with us (Jews) in Horeb, not

here alive this day
who brought thee out of the land of Egypt
thy God commanded thee to keep the sabbath day.” (Deut.
5:2-15) One cannot read of God imposing the sabbath day

s j

w h o a r eu s

on any but the Jews.

2. When was the Sabbath given ?
In the wilderness of Sin after Israels escape from

Egyptian bondage. (Exodus 16:1) This was anew experience.
I t h a d t o b e k n o w n u n t o t h e m . W h e n a m a n b r o k e t h e

sabbath, they had to ask what to do unto him. (Num.
15:32-36) There was no sabbath day for man till about
1 5 0 0 B . C .

3. Why was the sabbath given ?
It is asign between me and you. (Hebrews) t h a t

you may know that Iam Jehovah who sanctifieth you”.
(Ex. 31:13) Also the sabbath helped them remember their
slave days in Egypt and how God delivered them. (Deut.
5:15) Are we to observe the seventh day? No! God told
Israel to keep the sabbath for aperpetual covenant. (Ex.
31:16) And he also said, “I will also cause all her mirth
to CEASE, a n d h e r S A B B AT H S ” . ( H o s e a 2 : 11 ) l a
setting up his Kingdom, Christ abolished the ENTIRE OLD
CONVENT. (Eph. 2 :14-15) Th is inc luded the sabath !
Paul says He took the old law out of the way nailing it to the
cross. Therefore, we should let no man judge us in respect
of asabbath day (Col. 2:14-16) Jesus gave us anew covenant
(Heb. 9:15). It does not bind the sabbath.
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Early Chrishian worshipped on the first day of the week.
(Acts 20:7; ICor. 16:1, 2on this day faithful Christians who
follow the Bible worship God in the twentieth century. What
day do you worship God ?If its the sabbath will you not set
down and take time to study the proof given rn this article.

Baptism In Acts 2:38
B a s i l O v e r t o n

Pentecost was aJewish religious festival day instituted
by the Lord’s direction to Moses and the people of Israel after
their release from Egyptian bondage. Finally, this feast was
observed by God’s people in Jerusalem. On the Pentecost
following the resurrection of Jesus Christ, God, in his infinite
wisdom, filled the twelve apostles of Christ with the Holy
Spirit; they were thus guided into all truth, and spoke as “the
Spirit gave them utterance.’’ (Acts 2:1-4; John 16:13.) The
Sermon of one of these twelve, the apostle Peter, is recorded
in Acts Chapter two. After reasoning from the Old Testament
scriptures; Peter so convinced his Jewish audience that Jesus
was raised from the dead and was made both Lord and
Christ that they were convicted by the words which he spoke.
“Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart,
and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and
brethren what shall we do ?Then Peter said untoithem.
Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins, and you shall receive the
gift of the Holy Ghost.” (Acts 2:37. 38.)

Tremendous efforts have been made for many years by
religious people, including preachers, to get around the plain
truth of Acts 2:38 that baptism is essential to salvation Trom
s i n .

Some have insisted that the baptism of Acts 2:38 is Holy
Spirit baptism. However, Holy Spirit baptism was a“promise
of the Father” to certain ones for special purposes. (Acts 1,4;
11:14, 15.) Apromise of the Father cannot also be a
command of the Father! The baptism of Acts 2:38 was a
command of God; it is to be obeyed by lost convicted sinners.
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Others have urged that “remission of sins” in Acts 2:38
means “because of remission of sins.” They say it means one
is to be baptized because his sins have already been remitted
or forgiven. Even if this were true, baptism would be none
the less essential, for if God commanded people, whose sins
were already remitted, to be baptized because their sins were
remitted, they would have to be baptized to obey God. One
cannot hope to be saved who disobeys God !However, “for
remission of sins” in Acts 2:38 could not mean “because of
remission of sins”, for that would mean that repentance
would be “because of remission of sins.” Peter said: “Repent
and be bapt ized. . . ” The coordinate conjunci ion “and
connects things of equal rank in sentence construction, there¬
fore, whatever baptism is “for,” repentance is also “for” in
Acts 2:38. Furthermore, scholarship will not allow that the
Greek preposition eis translated “for” in Acts 2:38 can mean
because of,” but instead it means “in order to,,’ “unto,” etc.,

and is so rendered in some translations.

If we should remove from Acts 2:38 “and be bapized”
(and some have been trying to for years) it would then
say :“Repent every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ,,
for the remission of sins ” W h a t w o u l d “ f o r ” m e a n i n
this k ind of Acts 2:38 ?Whatever “ for” means with “and be

baptized” removed from the text, it also means with “and
be baptized” in the text !

Even if “for the remission of sins” were not in Acts
2:38, baptism would be just as essential, because Peter was
guided by the Spirit of God in what he said to those pierced
hearts of convicted sinners who cried out and asked what they
should do. If the Holy Spirit’s answer to them had just
been “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name
Jesus Christ,” both repentance and baptism would have been
essential to their salvation. If God told us to do something
and did not tell us what we would get out of doing it, we
would still have to do it to obey God !Without obeying God
we cannot hope to receive his mercy and grace by which to
be saved. “Not every one that saith unto me. Lord, Lord, shall
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enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will
of my Father which is in heaven.” (Matt. 7:21.) “Blessed are
they that do his commandments, that they may have right to
the tree of life and may enter in through the gates into the
city.” (Rev. 22:14.) “He that hath my commandments and
keepeth them, he it is that loveth me; and he that loveth me
shall be loved of my Father, and Iwill love him, and will
manifest myself to him.” (John 14.21)

Preachers, and others may as well quit trying to dispose
of baptism in Acts 2:38; they are wasting their time, energy,
money, ink and paper, and they are misleading souls. If Acts
2:38 were not in the Bible, baptism would still be just as essen¬
tial because of what is said in many other passages of scripture.
Some are :Mark 16:16; Matt. 28:18-20; Acts 10:47, 48; Acts
22:16; Rom. 6:3,4 17,18; Gal. 3:26-29; 1Peter 3:21; etc.
The only way one can dispose of God’s command to be
baptized into Christ so his sins can be washed away in the
blood of Christ is by his being baptized.

The Biblical Basis of Religious
Uni ty

P a t M e G e e

INTRODUCTION : The wor ld i s d i v i ded a long man
lines, socially, racially, politically, economically, to mention
only afew. But no division is as serious and sad as the present
world-wide religious division. Religious division and disunity
are sinful and but the fruit of Satan’s work. Among the things
that the Lord hates is discord among men (Proverbs 6:19).
Those who are responsible for such discord are harshly judged
by God (Proverbs 6:12-14). Satan creates conflict and division
but not in his own house (Mat. 12: 25-26), The devil is res¬
ponsible for all faction and religious strife (Gal. 5:20, James
3:15-16).

The Bible (God’s word) is the source of true religious unity.
Without aBiblical basis there can be no religious unity which
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is acceptable to God. But what is the basis of this true
Biblical unity? It is our purpose to briefly provide as answer
to this question. Here is the basis of unity as revealed in the
New Testament. Here is what the N.T. church based its fellow¬
ship upon in its extents and limits.

I. CONTINUE ..Acts 2:42 “And they continued stead¬
fastly in the apostles doctrine...” The early church based
fellowship on continuing in what the apostles taught. They
had not only received what the apostles taught, they stayed
in it. They did not turn from it to the right hand or to the
left (Joshua 1:7). The apostles doctrine included everything
in its totality which was taught by these inspired spokesmen.
That authoritative teaching is contained within the pages of
the New Testament. Men only have the right to continue
faithfully and fully within that divine path. This is how the

church maintained unity and fellowship.

II. WALK...I John 1:5-7 “And this is the message which
we have heard from him and announce unto you, that God is
ight and in him is no darkness at all. If we say that we have
fellowship with him and walk in the darkness, we lie and do
not the truth: but if we walk in the light as he is in the light,
we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus
his Son cleanseth us from all sin”. God’s people have enjoined
upon them the serious obligation of walking in the light as
God is in the light. Christians are not just to walk anywhere
or in any religious pursuit. They are limited as to where
they may walk—only in the light, i.e. God’s word (Ps. 119:105,
II Cor. 4:4,6). We are to “walk in the truth” (II Jn. 4, III Jn.
3-4, John 17:17), walk after God’s commandments (II Jn. 6)
and walk by faith (II Cor. 5:7) which is taking God at his
word- All children of God must walk by the same rule (Phil.
3:16; Gal. 6:16) and in matters of doctrine speak the same
thing (I Cor. 110). New Testament fellowship is built upon a
faithful walk in the light of God’s will. No one is allowed to
walk disorderly (II Thes. 3:6) and none has the right to be
wrong in their religious walk.
(Joshua 22 :5).

Walk in all his ways” !( i
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I I I . A B I D E . . . 1 1 J o h n 9 Whosoever goeth onward and
abideth not in the teaching of Christ, hath not God :he that
abideth in the teaching, the same hath both the Father and
t h e S o n .

and un i ty is to ab ide in the doct r ine of Jesus Chr is t . The
“doctrine of Christ’ has to do with the teachings of which Jesus
is the author and source. Jesus refers to these very teachings
when he said "If ye abide in my word then ye are truly my
disciples.” (John 8:31). Those teachings are contained in
the pages of the New Testament. The plain fact is that if
anyone fails to abide in the teachings of Christ’s word then he
no longer remains his disciple. He“hath not God” !

The “doctrine of Christ” (II Jn. 9) does not refer to the

Here we are told that the basis of all fellowship

teaching about Christ but rather to that teaching or doctrine
of which Christ is the author,

doctrine and emphasises that this teaching is derived from
Jesus Christ. Christ is the giver of that doctrine and only if
men abide in it may they have fellowship with the Father and
the Son. Those who would maintain that “the doctrine of
C h r i s t ’

t h e i r c l a i m .

Gf” shows the source of that

refers only to the deity of Christ have no basis for
Doctrine of Christ” means his word which is

the standard for all religious teaching. It sets the limits and
bounds over which no man may pass without forfeiting his
relationship with God. God has drawn the lines of acceptable
fellowship and that line is the doctrine of Christ, Unity is
based on that doctrine.

I V . F O L L O W . . . I T i m . 4 : 6 ...nourished in the vrords of
the faith and of the good doctrine which thou hast followed...
II Tim-3:10 “...but thou didst follow my doctrine ..” It is
the desire of Almighty God that men follow only the sound
doctrine of Jesus Christ and nothing which is contrary to it
(I Tim. 1:10). Only as men follow that good doctrine can
it be said that they are following Christ. False teachers who
bring in "damnable heresies” and those who follow their

pernicious ways” (II Pet. 2:1-2) God will not spare (II Pet.
2:3-9, Gal. 1:8-9). Gospel preachers and teachers in the first
century church did not follow “cunningly devised fables
(II Pet. 1:16) but they taught the truth of the Gospel as it is

/ C
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in Jesus Christ. No man today has the right to follow just
any religious message or belief. Those who follow blind men
will end up in the ditch (Mat 15:14). Religious error con¬
demns, and gospel truth if followed will save (see Ja. 1:21; Rom.
1:16; ICor. 15:1-2; II Thes. 2:10). All men have the solemn
obligation to make sure that they are following only that
which is founded upon the close following of the New Testa¬
ment writings. Then "thou shalt be blessed in ihy doing
(Ja. 1:25).

V. KEEP...I Tim. 6:14 “...keep the commandment without
spot, without reproach...” IJn. 2:3-5 “And hereby we know
that we know him, if we keep his commandments. He that
saith, Iknow him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a
liar and the truth is not in him; but whoso keepeth his word,
in him verily hath the love of God been perfected.
“For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments”.
The Bible teachers that keeping God’s commandments is the
sign of true spirtuality and genuine love for the Lord. Doing
God’s will is absoultely for God’s acceptance but the Christian
does not depend upon his performance for salvation. We are
what we are by the grace of God (I Cor. 15:10). But the
saving power of God’s grace is still confined only to those who
are obedient to his will and by faith keep his commandments.
Scripture states that his commandment is to be kept without
spot or possible reproach from anyone. This means that there
must be full and complete gospel obedience. No man has
the right to attempt to justify religious error or excuse doctri¬
nal divergency. God’s word must be kept and will be kept
if true love for God is the motive, The Lord pronounces his
blessing upon the one who keeps his word (Rev. 1:3,22:7)
and when we keep his word he has promised to keep us (Rev.
3:10). Every doctrine which God has not planted he shall root
up in the judgment (Mat. 15:13).

I J n . 5 : 3> 5 H

V I . H O L D F A S T. . . I I T i m . 1 : 1 3 Hold fast the pattern
of sound words which thou hast heard from me...” Titus 1:9

“Holding fast to faithful word which is according to the
teaching... Prove all things, hold fast thati f I T h e s . 5 : 2 1 < <
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...by which (i.e. gospel) alsowhich is good,
ye are saved, if ye hold fast the word which Ipreached upto

> > I C o r . 1 5 : 2

Men have held to various religious ideas, traditionsy o u . . .

and opinions down through the ages. What is called “Chris¬
tianity” or “Christendom” is the result of this divided condi¬
tion and it is awicked and sinful situation. Religious division
is the consequence of afailure to hold fast to the pattern of
the sound words of the gospel of Jesus Christ. When the
pattern is not followed chaos follows. This religious confusion
is acause of disbelief and religious skepticism. Jesus prayed
for his disciples to be one even as he and the Father were one
“in order that the world may believe that thou didst send me”
(John 17:21). Denominationalism and protestant division
are amajor obstacle to man’s acceptance of the true gospel of
Christ. Men must learn to prove all religious doctrines and see
if they are according to God’s pattern in gospel truth (I Tim.
1:11 ;6:3) The Holy Spirit warns not to believe every reli¬
gious message or teacher but to try them “for many false
prophets have gone out into the world” (I John 4:1). Herein
is the key to the kind of religious unity that was enjoyed in
the early church. This is the only way that men can be one.
Remember that Jesus said, “And that in the good ground these
are such as in an honest and good heart, having heard the
word, hold it fast, and bring forth fruit with patience” (Lk.
8:15). Without holding fast the word of God there is no fruit
in the sight of God. Those whose hearts are good and
honest will unite with all of God’s^people upon a“thus saith
the Lord” (Ezekiel 2:4;3:27; 11, 21;8; 22:28; Ssa. 7:7). There
is no other way to atrue and lasting unity.

V I I . S P E A K T H E S A M E T H I N G . . . I C o r . 1 : 1 0 N o w

Ibeseech you, brethren, through the name of our Lord Jesus
Chrjst, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no
divisions among you; but that ye be perfected together in the
same mind and in the same judgment”. II Tim. 2:2 “And
the things which thou hast heard from me among many
witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall
be ab le to teach o thers a lso . Col. 3:17 “And whatsoever ye
do, in word or in deed, do all in the name of the Lord

5 J
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J e s u s . . .

t o teach ad i f f e ren t doc t r i ne ’ ,

and perfect plan for the Biblical basis of religious unity. Men
may lose faith in it or mock it but it is still God’s only rem¬
edy to areligiously divided world. This Biblical plan will put
the denominations, sects and man-made churches out of busi¬
ness. The plan is as simple as the gospel itself (II Cor. 11:3).
It is the will of God that all men teach and practice only
what is authorized by his New Testament revelation. Paul
said by the inspiration of the Spirit that if men would all
speak the same thing that there would be no divisions among
men. Paul also forbade men to teach or pass on any other
thing except the very same thing that men had heard him
teach by divine authority. He congratulated men when they
recognized that authority and accepted the message “not as
the words of men but as it is in truth, the word of God” (I
Thes. 2:13). The Spirit warned, “...he that rejecteth, rejecteth
not man, but God” (I Thes. 4:8 see also Gal, 1:8-9). This is
because “the things that are written are the commandments
of the Lord” (1 Cor. 14:37 see also II Tim. 3:16-17, II Pet.
1:19-21). The Bible teaches that man can only do those things
for which he has Biblical authority. Everything is to be done

in the name of (i.e. by the authority of) the Lord Jesus
Christ.” (Col. 3:17) We must have Biblical authority and
without it we are transgressing (II John 9). God charges men
not to teach anything which is different from sound gospel
teaching or beyond the written word (see ITim. 1:3; 10-11; I
Cor. 4.6). When men learn this truth and open their hearts
to it in meekeness then will exist the kind of unity that our
Lord desires (John 17:20-21; Eph. 4:3-6). “...receive with
meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your
souls” (James 1:21).

Christ is the way (John 14:6) and the gospel is the plan
(Romans 6:17-18). Jesus commissioned his disciples by saying.

Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every crea¬
ture. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, he
that disbelieveth shall be condemned”. (Mark 16:15-16).
The early church was faithful in carrying out this task (Acts

ITim. 1:3 “...thou shall charge certain men not
And there is God’s absolute

( (
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2:36-41 ;Col. 1:6,23). What about you ?What will you do
with the way that is right and cannot be wrong ?The Bible
way is always God’s way.
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?rq^ q?q ̂ fTTT qqsq %q;gTx qrr qrq qqr fqqi |Iqq^q q?t

fq? qf qq qt^ qrt ?qtqTT qrj Iqq ̂ qqtsq qqJr^^
qnqT Iqr?qV. >o

q r q q q q r q i

SRT?q qR^ %f^ftr q^q,r qq^> :q^7^ %fq-q
qr̂  %fq-q qqcq q?> qrJtqqT %qj=3̂  fqqr̂  ̂qrqft fiq qiqr

^ffq Iqq qr|^ fqr qq q'fq ;
'qqr tf, qqq i^qr qrq,
q r R | ^ Iq rq ,
qq qrq ^Iq:qTT,
qqtf, qqtf Sf qrqr f1

qg^ Rtq qf qrfqqr q>q %1%q^Jr^q^ %qiqqff ^
qf qqrqr qRf %1qf qq q^^q^ qr> qq?q qr'r:f f? fqcr f^qr ̂ qqr
qr Iqq?q ^q qq %qtqf %fqtr ir^ qq^ qt^ %■ ^1 qf)- ^qfqY
qf Iqq qrqqff qrt ^qfqt qrV qftf qrq^qqrqr qft

q^ %qtf %gTTr qfT, qT qqf ft ^ff %qr^T qq? ^gr^
qfqq ?qrq Jr qfq fqrqr, qt^ qq-q ̂ qq-iqr qr^q fqrqr 1qq'tfqr
qq qqrft qt^ qqf qr qtg qTr qrqti qft qr»q qqfqq qtq't qT fs#
qrf ^5rftT qtt ^iqr %qfqq q?-^ ||q> qpr qt| 1%q
f5nqqft qqrqq ^n^qr fr qr^r %qr^^ff fqqfq q?rqr,
qi^rf fqfqr qf fr qrrqf ^qqt qq:fqr, qrfq? qq qftqf
TRTqqr qit ̂ qr qrft 1(^qrfqqf e.: I'R-l'̂ ) 1

fqqt Iqfq fq qi?qq Jr qr^ % | , q f f J r q q

qfr: qqrff



2 7

^ |>’TT I jrFor ^j i r t i r^ ^i ff
^tI’tt ^sTjff ^Jf I ^ r T T ^ n i r ? ' r r # ’
WS^T g=r 3Tf IJTT ^q-jf |, 5^ ^ ? # P R | p T T
=^f|q I?r«T?qT ^tjff ^r s r i f f ^ > 3 r ^

If^%cr ^ra' JT^ I=^1 ^ir ?ft q-rfir^ ^If irf?
sTH ^«rr Tn-jf ^sTT^mr |eft 1 1 q f ^ ^

¥rr»T ^?rsT?q; ?r^ ^ sq-fq^ift %
^T®^ 13ft ?Trfirqj ^t %fqjT 1^ qq f r ^
iftq ^sTT ^?T% qrq- qft ?rq^ri]T srr i | q |
^,000 Htiff %fqqq Jf f3rq% fqqq Jf ̂ IT tfTatf ̂ 5R-qrq if

11 3T5 3ft’T ^Tqft srrriqqT ^qt ? r q t q
qft jftt% %fwtr trqqfqq 1̂  %Iqrfirqr |t̂  |iT ift ̂ 3ftq

qt^ % ^ qfqcT %Iqt ̂ ft^t ̂ 3fq qq qt^ %fqqq
^qqr qt qq qq fqqqrq fq?qr qqr qqqft
qqfqqqT fqqr |qqr %qtq ̂ fqq qq %qr̂ T qq qft q^qtfqqr ̂ f
fqqr̂  q^ I(qfqqf ̂ :̂ ’̂ -'i(\3)

q r q i

q q

q i q ^ q

qrs^q %fqqq t̂ q qq^ |fqr q| fqrqqr qrfqqr qqsq qr I
qgqt qq #q̂ qqff qq q=5?5T qrq T q̂qr qr l%fqrq fqjq qt q̂  ?qtqr
fqr qr ifqi fq qq^ |fq- fq^i- qqqq q:q qf)- ^
qrq qq qqrf ql qtT q| fqrq qqqq ^ ^
qrqqr qq^q %qr;q ̂ 3]q qqr qqr qq ’̂ qrqr qq^ qqfq?qr fqqr

qqr I(qf?:qt s.) itrqr ?r?q %
f̂ qq ̂ fq qq̂  tqq̂ r qrq qr ̂ ^̂ fqgq |̂ q% fqqq ̂ I

‘qqq qr qt?: qq̂  q?r% q̂ q q?̂ q? ̂ q̂ qr qr qt? q|̂
qfq qrq ̂ qr qr, qt? q?rq? q?%5qT ̂ qiqqr qr?qr qr

(qf?qt ?o ;Iq^q fq;̂  q^V qrq qrqt |%qq^ qqf q^
qq qtq ?qt̂ T? q|7 fpqr qr Î ?7fqqq qqr qq% q?r7 7qq
rftq qrqr qrq̂ ? qq% qrq ̂qqfq̂ qr fqqr i(qf?q'f {o-.y%l

I|t ̂ q qfqqr qqr qq% qxr7 %fqqq if q^ |f̂  q|
q̂ q fwt qt Iq?iq qqt qqr qqt qqqrqR qqqr qq qft qr̂ r qft
q|t qRr qr iqq qtqq tqqq qtq ^t qq qqt qqr qq%
q?rt tqq #?TTWr qft qrqr qt? qqfq?qr fqqr I(qf?qt ?v-

^qqr r ^

qt? qqt qrqf ^qf q q r q r



1hhkh: ^
IItiiteh±!& Jj kkkj %JLklk kjk

I(^^:x klkh IJbk‘^^:U y^jjs)
I'fell Jfefe% felis klfeJsh ^klit ^ife ysjJilii kl I(SIX

-■3:0^ Jjikjiiikij^IkkJlM'x^:^ ibi^k)
Ijkl hikk ikiy^kife 4!fefe!.JS tm lisk iMJS ^ife il2fi
iilfe %feIJs kk ^ikikjhk ^fetlkIkk life ikfe^js life
kJS ‘i± kmikfek ̂Ihlfe ̂hli ‘ilk kJkfekJ ih °J^k fe^K 1hiy %
^iife Ikfi ^miklJi kikj ^IJ£ j| ilkk I
^Ik ilSk ^kkilk kIJ4 kjk I^klii ikfe 1IIkiJ Jfllk ^<k
kh yiifej ^hm ifej kih 4_k klife in^k 4.± "ikyz itk hm kk

kiki k%J$ '_^ i-kfe^ki; ̂ife 'ife^ kJs ik ̂kîk Vl.-g-k feiij
illSk %'kyz kk Ihhk I^ife kk

^kifej klk„ Ikfek ifekfeklk kik ifeil kiSik >^MJS kk I|_kkj

IIkifeJ ikfe^ki J^ifekk ik ^Ik Ikli.ife2 ^ife Ife^k InkI ikifej
||k ik!^ ^lik k±ik 1I^k iklfek^kik ^ife ^ife 'jkyz kk
^k kik I^kk ^ikfe^ik ‘I ifekjlk ‘| kfek ik |_k kl ifej

;lk kJJk ^kjk I^kkjk ^ilk;k i^kk ikk k^k kk
^ifei^ik kk ^kjikb ^kl ^kkkj J^kyb(jtK:

Iy^yk) IkkJ ikikjkk lys
IkifeJ kikfeiyJk ikk iikikkk iilkbif' b<bjto
IJg ifekjlk yifej Iykh Ik k^ yt ^kkkJ ikyjk ykikji \{'f,l

ifej Iy^ik kik kjk
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E X C I T I N G O F F E R ! !

HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED AND SAID,
If only Icould do something for Jesus ?”

Here is your opportunity :

< C

We make the following offer, that will allow you
to tell over 1000 people about Jesus. Just imagine

1000 people get to know something about Jesus.o v e r

We will send you over 1000 assorted Bible Tracts
if you send us just Rupees Five by money order.
We want to tell you that the Tracts are absolutely

Your Five Rupees will cover onlyf r e e o f c o s t ,

the cost of postage and handling. Send your orders
t o :

N E W D E L H I B I B L E C O L L E G E

C-22, South Extension-2,
N E W D E L H I - 1 1 0 0 4 9 .

Offer Expires on Feb. 15, 1976
o r

when the Stock is Finished.

Printed at Pioneer Fine Art Press, Delhi-6. India
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