


St

YOUR INVITATION

" .. Please-attend our Services at :

~E-10 Defence Colony (Ring Road)

R New Delhi-110024
- Schedule ‘of Services : :
¢+ Sunday.: Bible Study 9:00 AM.
o * Morniig Worship 9:45 AM.
et T . Evening ‘Service 6:30 PM.
Ch Wednesdax o

Mldweek Blblc Study ... 6 : 30 P.M.

' :
Y
-

SR fwa QU

. “-\, sr&ﬁ sty &aaﬁ“ WT
sﬁ‘t m‘t gy ¥ g ais ‘gft
: gwm Fﬂ%m Wﬂiﬂ

Y
[N

”

ag amssw %fg;a‘r sﬂaw % Y qav
L ¥e aﬂzt n G AT AT FHAT § v

S Ygeg gawEt
9. WA AWML (W1 TF)
3. I F ANAAT (07 2Y)
| 3. W W HAT (AW AT
¥ mﬂ'iﬂ(wmmt)
| gureE @t Sfie ¥ Wl wawAl FT SF@A W9 A% 9%
- qE ¥ aIwE Iﬂ'ca‘ﬂ?qﬁ'ﬁ”ﬁ T To R : Y 1 I
. T g 7 =A@ e 7% OWF qET W QN AT
zmﬁmasﬁ%fa&%muw%mmfzﬁaﬁﬁ!l
e —way fady wwg frar wmar €, fF o fowe o 99w
39 &F mammmf@mmﬁ%ﬁ&mqmﬁﬁ
%lmﬁrmﬁf@n R LR AN

’ ‘ﬁem’@!i -

T 7§ feeehl- zzow&

4'_‘

LY R -
i & ey B
LWL 8y N .




THE BIBLE TEACHER

Editor § v ) ‘ Assaciale Edttor:
J. C. CHOATE . SUNNY DAVID
k% T BRI )

Published by Church of Ghrxst Box 3815 . - .
New Delln-lI0049 N

Pleadmg Jor the restoration of pure Ngw Tes,tament Chnstzamty

VOl. 7 : : i ,f * ~ T | " No.3

Where are the Miracles

While in Bangalore a few weeks ago, a radlo prea,cl}er
was being advertised for some meetmgs It was. sald that he
was anointed of God and would be conductlng miraclé healing
services. Although I was there during the time he was, I'heard
of no miracles being performed: Mo one was: talking about
any miracles and neither did the newspaper carry any news of
such happenings. Neither did I hear anyone say anything about
these meetings. Had it not been for some advertising that I saw
I would have never known anything about it. Where wete the
miracles then ? Were there any performed ? Don’t you know
that if there had been just one miracle during this' meeting then
everyone in Bangalore would have known about it? Everyone
would have been talking about'it. But this' was not the caseé.
Therefore I know, and all other honest people know, that no’
miracles were done, but if so, then they are but decelved

Likewise in Madras I saw some hand bills pasted to
various walls advertising a mlracle heallng campaign. By that
time those meetings had already come and gone but I heard
no one talking about any miracles that were done during this
timc. Had there been any mu-acles then all of Madras would
have been excited about the thmgs that had happened ‘But
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friends, this was not the case and once more we must conclude
that no miracles were performed.

Again in Colombo, Sri Lanka, there was talk of Ceylon
Pentecostal Church, the Assemblies of God, and various ones
conducting Charisma (Pentecostal) Services. It was said that
the people should come expecting a miracle. I talked to a
young lady who was of the Pentecostal persuasion and she said |
that the Lord had appeared to a Pastor Paul and revealed
to him a plan for the unity of his people. She also know a prea-
cher in Jaffna that I had known in years gone by and she ‘said
that God was working through him, but I happen to know that
in the past he was of the Assemblies of God and had contacted
me saying that he was interested in obeying the Lord to be
added to his church, and he supposedly did that, but once he
discovered that we were not willing to give him any financial
help then all of a sudden he lost interest and returned to the
Assemblies of God. He has quite a reputation in Sri Lanka
for a number of things buf some people think he is a servant
of God and is able to perform miracles. How ridiculous !

Concerning all of this we are reminded again how easy
it is for human beings to be deceived and led into false
teaching. It is that way because so many are not only willing
to be misled but even want to be deceived. Please think
seriously concerning the things that are going to be said and
consider them in light of what the Bible teaches.

It is interesting to see how different it was in the days
of Christ and the Apostles. They performed miracles -but
they did no advertising, sent no one ahead to build up large
audiences, asked for no one to come believing in miracles, or
any such thing. The reason for this was because their miracles
were not done merely to be popular or even to heal the sick.
They did not preach that the people deserved perfect health -
and through their faith they could have such. Rather, they
were dealing with unbelievers and the few miracles that they
did were done to make believers out of them and to confirm
the word. We read concerning the Apostles, ‘“‘And they went
forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them,
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and confirming the word with signs following. Amen.”
-(Mark 16:20). The Hebrew writer says, “Therefore we ought
to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have
heard, lest any time we should let them slip. For if the word
spoken by angels was steadfast, and every transgression and
disobedience received a just recompense of reward; How shall
we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at -the first
began to be spoken by the Lord and was confirmed unto us by
them that heard him, God also bearing them witness, both with
signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts- of the
Holy Ghost, according to his own will?” (Hebrews 2:1-4).
The New Testament had not been given at that time. and so
the signs, wonders, and miracles were done to confirm the
Apostles. teaching or to prove :to .the people that they were
indeed preaching the word of God. But what about today ?
‘We have the New Testament now. ;Has it been confirmed ?
Most certainly. Therefore, there is no purpose for miracles
now. Neither does God appear- to anyone today, or speak
to anyone apart from his word because we have the word of
God, it has already been confirmed to be.the word of God.
and therefore he speaks to us through that word. God speaks
to us today through his Son (Hebrews 1:1,2; Matthew 17:5),
it has been written down and completely furnishes man to
every good work (2 Timothy 3:16,17;2 Peter 1:3; James 1:25),
we are to read and study it to know the truth and to believe it
(2 Timothy 2:15; John 17:17; John: 8:32;'Romans 10:17), and
it is not to be changed in any way. (Revelation 22:18,19).
Therefore, those who claim to perform ' miracles today are
imposters. Likewise, those who claim that God has spoken
to them separate and apart from  the word are false teachers.
Like Pastor Paul, who said God has spoken directly to him
and had given him a special plan for unity. The Lord had
already prayed for such unity and the New Testament has con-
tained the plan for unity since the days of the Apostles.
(John 17; Ephesians 4:1-6). 'Why then: would the Lord speak
to him and give him a special plan ?: The secriptures also say
that by their fruits ye shall know them (Matthew 7:16), and
this Pastor Paul was but a preacher, not a scriptural Pastor



4

(1 Timothy 3:1-7), who promoted: -the -Ceylon . Pentecostal
Church, is in opposition to the church we read -about in the
Bible, and contrary to God’s plan for unity, and he taught that
the Lord had spoken directly to him ‘which' would .make:the
Lord a respector. of persons and also- mean - that the Biblei is
not complete. All of this marks him as a false teacher..

Listen to the inspired word of God : - “Now we beseech
you, brethren, by the coming of our-Lord Jesus Christ, and by
our gathering together unto him; That ye be not soon shaken
in mind, or be troubled, mneither by spirit; nor by WOrd, ‘nor
by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hafid.
Let no man deceive you by-any means : for'that day shall not
come except there come a falling away first, and that man of
sin be revealed, the son of perdition; -Who opposeth and
exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is
worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temp]e of
God, shewing himself ‘that heis God. Remember” ye' ‘not,
that, when I was yet with you, I told ‘you'these things?
‘And now ye know what withi holdeth: that he might be revealed
in his time.  For the mystery of ‘iniquity ‘doth already work;
only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the
way. And then - shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the
Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth,- and shall
destroy with the brightness of his coming : Even him,  whose
coming is after the working of Satan with all power. and signos
and lying wonders, And with all deceivableness of unrighteous-
ness in them that perish; because: ‘they received nbt the love
of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this cause
God shall send them strong dehision; that they should-believe
a lie; That they all might' be damned who beliéved not the
truth, but had pleasure in unrightéousness.” (2 Thessalonians
2:1-12). Again, Paul writes, “Now the Spirit speaketh exptes:
sly, that in the latter times some shall:depart from. the'faith,
giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devil; Speak-
ing lies In hypocrisy; having theéir -conscience seared :with a
hot iron...” (1 Timothy 4:1,2). Continuing, he says, “I charge
thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who
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shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearmg and his
kmgdom, Preach the word; be instant in season out of season;
reprove rebiike, exhort ‘with' all longsuﬁ'etmg and doctrine.
For ‘the time will come when they will not endure sound
doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves
teachers, havmg 1tch1ng ‘ears; And they shall turn away their
ears from thé truth, and shall be turried unto fables.” (2 Timo-
thy 4:1-4). And finally, listen to Christ himself, “Not every
one that saith tnto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the King-
dom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father -which
is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord,
have we not prophesied in thy name ? And in they name have
cats out devils ? and in thy name done many wonderful works ?
And then will I profess unto them, I ‘never knew you;. depart
from me, ye that work iniquity.” (Matthew 7:21-23).

~ 'One and all would do well to take note of the foregoing
scriptures, ‘and ' many others that could be given, that show
that it is easy to be deceived and mlsled This i is true not only
in the case of miracles but with many other points of doctrine
as well. But if you will observe those who teach that miracles
can be performed today, you will find that they claim to have
the baptism of the Holy Spirit, but then they are in churches
that the Bible knows nothing about, wear man-made.narmes
and titles, claim that the Lord speaks directly. to them, but his
message to them is always contrary to the scriptures, and so
this would mark them as imposters.’ Furthermore, you will
discover that there are many number of groups who claim to
work miracles by the guidance of the Holy Spirit, yet they con-
demn and oppose-one another. There are even some in most
every denomination who make such claims. The question,
therefore, would be this : Would the Holy Spirit guide and
direct different ones into different groups, to teach different
things, and to oppose one another ? If so, then the Holy Spirit
opposes himself. I think you would have to admit though that
lf such people have a spirit it is deﬁmtely not the Holy Spmt

Of course these people would come back and say that we
do not believe in the power of God today, since we do not
believe in miracles, but this is false. We do believe in God,
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and we believe in the power of God, but God does not choose
to work today through miracles as he did in the past. Itis
not that he could not do miracles if he chose to do so. He
created the first man from the dust of the earth, and he could
still create human beings like that if he wanted to, but he
doesn’t have to prove that he is God and that he is all powerful
because he has already proven himself, and furthermore he now
works through the law of nature to create men and women. He
could also heal the sick, - rest,drg eye sight, raise the dead, etc.,
if he chose to do so but there is no purpose for doing so. He
works now through his word to teach, to make believers, to

save, and to give-hope. What would miracles prove ? - Even

when used they were spoken of as being childish things that
would cease. (1 Corinthians 13:8-12). And so they have.

Contrary to the belief of some, there are no miracles being
performed today. .If so, where are the miracles being per-
formed ? On whom ? By whom ? What is their purpose ? Let
me encourage you to return-to God’s word, study it, believe
it, and obey it and you will find that there is more than enough
power to save you and_to give you the hope of eternal life,
For what more could you ask ?

associate
aedztorml

Should Chrlstlans use Mechamcal
Instruments of Music in
~ their Worship

Some time back in one of my radio talk, over radio’

Sri Lanka, when I'pointed  to the fact that Christians should
not use mechanical instruments of music in their worship,
a man wrote me a letter in which he tried to justify its use in
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Christian worship and argued that we can worship the Lord
acceptably with and without mechanical instruments of music,

Supporting the use of mechanical instruments of music in
Chrlstlan WOI'Shlp he reasond and said :.

“I do not accept that Jesus has ever condemned the use of
musical instruments anywhere nor any apostles said so.”

But does. it mean that we should use a thing because the
Lord has not specifically condemned it, or that he hasn’t said,
“Do not use mechanical instruments of music in worship” ?
Let me ask you, to make it clear what I mean, Can I use
Cocacola or Fanta instead of the fruit of the vine and fried
finger chips instead of unleavened bread in the Lord’s Supper ?
You might say, I am speaking blasphemy But friend, Jesus
or the apostles never said that we cannot use Cocacola, Fanta,
and finger chips in the Lord’s Supper, they never did condemn
their use. But does this fact gives me liberty to go ahead and
use them ? The fact is, that they have told us what to use in
the Lord’s Supper, and this should be enough to eliminate
any other thing in it. Ephesians 5: 19 says, ““Speaking to your-
selves in psalms and hymns and spiritual . songs, singing and
making melody in your heart to the Lord.” So we are to sing
and make melody or music in our heart and not on a piano or
guitar. The Point is that he does not necessarily has to say :
“Not. to use Mechanical instruments of music.” There are
many things that Jesus has not specifically condemned, but
this does not mean ‘that we can use them or practice them,
because he did not.

" Secondly, he said, I appreczate singing without music
(Mechanical Instruments_ of music), and that it should be with
heart, buf this degree of wor.sth can.also be achieved and created
while singing with music.”

But friend, one cannot worshlp (smg) with spirit, (John
4:24; 1 Corinthians 14:15), with mechamcal instruments of
music. When one sing and play an instrument he does not
only concentrate on singing (or words) but he also has to
concentrate on the mechanical instrument that he is playing.
Is thxs not true ? The fact is, one cannot give his whole heart
in singing, in worship, when he is playing an instrument of
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musio. . His spirit might be in Wofshiﬁ but his mind will be
concentratmg en the instrument that he is playing.
 Then in the' third place, he’ .mentioned _the book of

_ Psalms, and said, Davzd used mechamcal mstruments of music
in worship. :

~ Yes, h é ‘dld But who was David? He was not a
Chiristian. ~ He did not live under the law of Christ, the New
Testament, but hé lived under the Old Testament law of Moses.
Back in the Old Testament’ days’ they used in their worship
many other tl‘nngs also, »such as animal sacrifices, burning of
mcense, etcetra. Now . if we can bnng mechanical instruments
of music in Christian worshlp from the Old Testament, then
why not bring also the ammal sacrifices and the other things
as well ? Remember, we livé today under the new Testament
4nd not under the- Old ‘Teéstament. Therefore our worship
should - be entirely accordmg to the New Testament teachmgs
God 'hds commanded’ us' to hear Jesus. (Matthew 17:5).
are 1iot-to ‘hear Moses or Divid, bt we dre to hear Jesus, Tﬁe
question is; ~did Jesus’ or his aposties command - (again not
cotidemn) the -use of: me‘cliamca] mstruments of music in
orship ? No.

" Foutthly, his reasonmg was, “T think the use of mecha-
nical instruments of miusic was not so popular with the early
church. Now the age has advanced and with the incoming of
dzjferent types of musical instruments; and to aid the worship,
these are being used Which should not be taken as incorrect. ”

First of all, it is wrong to state that music was not popular,
of not known, in the first cemhry Going through the various
Books of Old Testamerit one read of scores of musical instru-
ments. Perhaps they were more popular then than now in our
age. However, when it comes to the Christian worship it does
not mean a thing what is popular and what is not for instance,
We do not worship because worship is popular, but because
we have been commanded to do so. We do not pray, give of
our means, take the Lord’s Supper, study the Bible, and sing
in our worship just because they are popular. Again, does it
meaii I can use Cocacola in the Lord’s Supper, because Christ
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did not condemn it’s use; and’ becailse it 'was fiot 50 pOpular:
omong the early’ Christians ? One can-teison, and say, but ‘now
the age has advanced; ‘s why ‘not-tise coffee, cookies, and even
liquor, in Lord’s Supper, of course -they weren’t - Populat then.
But we know that in doing .so we will; add into, what  Jesus.has -
commanded.. And- the same is -teue: with: Mechanical  instru-..
ments of music, they are-not.aid, as: some ‘say,. but:ADD, .
when we bring and use them .in_Christian worship. And
“IF any man shall add unto these thmgs, (thmgs written in N.T'), .
God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this
book.” (Revelatlon 22; 18). : : .

And lastly, he said, “I am myself a singer and I always '
use -musical instruments while preachmg zf I Ieave musical *
instriments, I will have to ledve preadliing, also as T will be left
alone without the party, and Ifeel it will not have ntisch ' effect '
on the mob...”

Obviously, the person who reasonms so is putting more
importance on the musical mstruments rather than the Bible.
However, I wonder, if Peter had in his hand‘a harp, on the day
of Pentecost, when he converted:3000.50ouls ? Or what mecha-
nical instrument of music. did Philip: playwhen he converted
the Ethiopean Eunuch of Acts chapter 87 Is there any example
in the.entire New Testament whexe a. smgle soul ,-was ever -.
btought to Christ through the use ., of qechanncal mstruments,
of music ? Remember, it is the Blblc{ “The word:of the .:
Lord is quick, and powerful and sharper than any two edged
Sword, Piercing even to the dividingasunder of soul and spirit,
and of the joint and mafrow, and is-a discernet: of the: thoughts
and intents.of the heart.” ‘(Hebrews.4:12): ¢ .-~ -~ .1

Wheit Peter preachiéd the word on-pentecost, 3000 people
repented of their sins and were baptized for the remission of
their sins. (Acts 2). - However, Stephen iwas -stoned . to death
when -he. preached -the same word. (Acts 7). : No.doubt, the: -
Lord has said, “My word shali: p_o;t're,t;wn', unto.: me . void,”* -
(Isaiah 55:11). It will always haveisome;kind of effect-on the "

listeners. -Remember, :again, it is:the Bible, th¢ Word of thé -
Lord, that is effective in the saving of the souls and:not a !
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mechanieél instrument of music4The man who; says, “If I leave. -
‘Mechanical instruments: of music E-will:have to leave preach~.
ing also”, is certainly not-a preacher, he is a player.

The scripture says, :*“Whosoever transgresseth *(goeth
onward) and abideth net in the doetrine (teachmgs) of Christ, -
hath- not God. He that abideth ‘id the doctrine - of Christ; he'—"-
hath boththe Father and the Son.” (2 John 9). ' '

" ‘Where do you stand on these matters ? If you have not
yet completely yielded yourself to the Lord then you should,
“Repent, and be baptized in‘the name of’ Jesus Christ. foru
the remission of sins”. (Acts 2:38). Or ‘if you have already
obeyed him, but have been in errors on these matters, then you
should, “Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and. pray :
God, if perhaps the thought of thme heart- may be fotglven
thee.” (Acts 8:22), - : :

Are You Sure ?
- HE,: Meeks:
Gohcefnxng' Heé:vén
" Probably most people expect to enJoy a happy home after '
this life shall have come to an end. Probably you feel that

when you come to die “you will have met the requlrements that.' '
heaven might be your eternal home B

Are You Sure 2

The only reliable source of information concerning heaven
is the Bible. The Bible tells-about' heaven,and-who is going

there. The Bible also indicates that comparatively -few- people
will ever reach heaven. : '

Jesus said, as ‘recorded m ‘the B1ble, Matthew chapter 7 -
verses 13 ‘and 14 : “Enter ye in at the strait gate : for wide'is
the gate; and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and
many there be which go in thereat : Because strait is the gate,
and narrow is the way, which’ leadeth unto: life, and few: there
be that find it”,
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Many sta.ppomtments

In the-same 7th-‘chapter of Matthew, verses 22 and 23; the

- Bible tells us that Jesus-said : “Many will say to me in that

- day; Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name ? and in

thy name have cast out devils ? and -in thy name done many

wonderful works ? And then will I profess unto them, I never
knew you : depart from me, ye that work iniquity”.

:Many Churches

Those who have tried to count them tell us there are hun-
dreds of séparate religious orgdnizations claiming to be
followers of Christ. Their doctrines differ widely, often con-
flicting. - Can all these be right ? The Bible tells us that Jesus
said of soms worshipsrs: “But in vain they do worship
me, teachting for doctrines the commandments of men”
(Matt. 15:9). Is it not jevident that hunderds of relig-
ious organizations (churches)—originated by men and women
far this side of Bible times—are ‘‘teaching for doctrines
the commandments of men”? Are you a member of such an
organization ? Probably, you de. not think so. Are you sure?
‘A careful comparison of your creed with the word of God is

- kindly suggested v
: “Ghurch of Your Choice”
" -Can we accept the :popular opinions -of many religious
people that the doctrine makes  litilé difference, and that ““one
“church i§as good as anothier?” Jesus said; as recorded in the
" Bible: “Upon this rock I ‘will build my church ; and the
- gates of hell shall not prevail against it”” (Matthew 16 : 18). In
" Ephesians 1: 22, 23, we learn that-the church is the body of
Christ-; and inchapter 5, verse-23, we read that : “he is the
- saviour of the body.” In Ephesnans chapter 4, verses 4, 5,
-and 6, it is recorded, the apostie said : “There is one body,
and one Spirit, even as ye are called.in‘ one hope of your call-
ing ; One Lord, one faith; one baptism, One God and Father of
~all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.”
This was - written to “the faithful in Christ Jesus,” as we
learn‘from Eph 1: :

‘Jesus built one church for all. the saved for all the rest of
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time. What right has:.any man: or woman ever had to build
_another church 7., The chureh. which : Jesus built, ‘“he hath
_purchased with his own bloed” (Acts 20 : 28). Are you seek=

ing the. church . of your choice ? What would be the Lord’s
_choice in this vital matter ?. :

Many Doctrines
Many " people think” that the’ rehgxous organization, the
church, the “faith,”. makes little difference, so long as one is
sincere. But the Bible tells us that Jesus said : ““Ye shall
know the truth, and - the truth shall make you free” (John
8 32)

The Bible also tells us that Jesus said in a prayer to God :
‘ “Sanctify them through thy truth : thy word is truth” (John
17 :17). Sincerity does not change ‘error into truth. Jesus
" said to His disciples : ““The ‘time cometh, that whosoever
* killeth you wxll think - that he doeth God’s service” (John
" 16:2). ‘
- ‘The Bible and Baptism

""Many “people think" that’ baptism has nothing to do with
salvation. But Jesus said, as recorded in the Bible : “He that
believeth and is baptized shall be saved ; but he that believeth

.not.shall be damned”’ (Mark 16:16). Jesus said also, as re-
..corded in Matthew, chapter 28, last two: verses : “Go ye

., . .therefore, and teach all, nations, baptizing them in the name of
.- the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost : Teaching

_them to-gbserve all things whatsover I have commanded you :
and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.”
~ Jesus has not promised to save one who refuses, or neglects, to
be baptnzed And  remember, dear friend, that it is not
o recorded in the Blble that . Jesus ever used this phrase : “in the
_ name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost,”
in connectlon w1th any other command than that of baptism.
It s recorded in the Blble, 1 Peter, chapter 3, verse 21, that

. an apostle of Jesus sard “‘baptism doth also now save us......”

"No, he did mot say baptlsm alone. Baptism alone does not
~ save, any more than faith alone, or any other one thing alone ;
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but, according to the Bible, word of God, baptism is one of the
things required of asinner in order that he may be
saved. No one who has a proper understanding and
reverence for ‘the word of God will speak lightly of
baptism. .

‘Much Water

Many people think that sprinkling or pouring will answer
for baptism, You may be one of those who feel that immersion
is not essential. Are you sure ?

-The Bible shows clearly that the baptlsm commanded by
Jesus and His .inspired apostles is a burial.in water, and a
resurrection from the water, of a penitent believer, obeyipg a
form of the death, burial and resurrection of .Jesus. Read .in
your Bible. Joln 3 : 5; Acts of the apostles, chapter eight,
verses twenty :six- through thirty nine ; Romans, chapter six,
first eighteen verses. .Then turn to Colossians, chapter two,
verse twelve, and read : “Buried with him in baptism, wherein
also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation
of God, who hath raised him from-the dead.” Farther down
a few'verses, in verse one -of chapter three, read : “If ye then
be risén with Christ, seek those things which are above, where
Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.” Friend, if you have
not been raised with Christ in baptism, when and how ‘were
you raised with Him ? The Bible says, too, that: “John also
was baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, because there was much
water there” (John 3:23). Nothing short of a burial in
water will fit these Scriptures. - Does someone guess that
immersion is not necessary ? Why Tisk eternity upon a guess?
Rather, open your Bible and see what God’s word has to say,
and do what God's word says to do There is no promise from
God opts)1de of His word. ‘
Faith only ?

Many think that salvatlon is by faith only But the Biblé
tells us of Jesus that: <“He became the author of eternal

salvation unto all them’ that obey him” (Heb. 5:9). And
Jesus said :  “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lorp,
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ghall enter into the’ kingdom of heaven'; but he that doeth the
will of my Father which is in heaven” (Matt. 7:21). And
in the Bible we find this statement : “Ye see then how that
by works a-man is justified, and not by faith only” (James
2:24). : -

Caun one fall ?

. Many think that a child of God cannot fall and be lost. Is
this true ? The Bible answers. The word of God warns:
“Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heéd lest he
fall’> (1 Cor. 10: 12). The apostle Paul also wrote : “Christ
is become of no effect uhto you, - whosoever of 'you are justified
by the law; ye ‘are” fallen from grace” (Gal. 5:4). Paul
wrote also : <If ye ‘live after the flesh, ye shall die : but'if ye
through the Spirit - do’ mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall
live” (Rofi. § :13). ‘And Paul wrote of himself : “I keep
under my body, -and- bring it into subjection ; lest that by any
means, when I have-preached to others, I myself should be a
castaWay” (I'Cor. 9 :27). And he said, as recorded in Rom.
11:22: ‘Behold  therefore the goodness and severity of
God :Ton them which fell; severity ; but toward thee, goodness,
if thou continue in his goodness ; otherwise thou also shalt be
cut off.” .-And the Bible tells us that Jesus said : “If a man
abide not in ‘me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is-withered ;
and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are
burned” (John 15 6).

* Faith or Opinion ?

My dear fnend why nsk yout ‘eternal salvation upon the
opinions of men? The Bible tells us of some that; “These were
more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the
word with all readmess of mind, and searched the scriptures
daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17 : 11). The Bible
tells us that : “faith cometh by hearing, and hearing the word
of God” (Rom. 10:17). Then let us learn what the word of God
says, and have enough faith to accept the salvation offered by
Jesus, upon Hls terms, There is no other salvation promised.
We should have enough faith to repent of sins, (Luke 13:3), to
confess Jesus Chnst before men, (Matt. 10: 32), and be bap-
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sxzed into Christ, .(Rom. 6 : 3; Gal. 3:27).. Thosewha do
these things from the heart. are saved from past sins to live for
God. They are added by the Lord, (Acts 2 : 47), to the-other
obedient believers, baptized into the one body, (1 Cor. 12:13),
which is the church. (Col. 1 24), the one you can read about
in your Blble The church of the New Testament is not a den-
ommatlon J’ékus satdof it : *“I will build my church” (Matt.
16 ‘#8). ‘Tt is the “body of Christ, (Eph. 1:22,23; Col. 1: 18).
Ih ‘otie-thstance the apostle Paul, concerning local congrega-
tions of the Lord’s church, “used the term “churches of Christ”
(Rom. -16:16). ‘The Lord’s church is also caled “the charch
of God”” in’ the Néw Testamént, asin1 Cor. 1:2; and other
terms are used denoting' ownership, location, or certain
characteristics of the church; but usually it is referred to
simply as the church, there being only ome. it is the
Lord’s chiurch. It.is’the church of Christ. (Rom. 16: 16).

:Be ‘Faithful :

- Then, ‘having become, obedient to the Lord “through faith,
rcpentance and baptlsm let. us .be faithful in the Lord’s chusch
“unto death »” (Rev. 2: 10), -and look forward to a home with
Hlm in that place Whlch He has gone to prepare, (John

14: 1- 3), The Bible tells us of this home : ““‘And God shall whipe
away all tears from their eyes, and there shall be no mose
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, nelther shall there be any
more pain: for the former things are passed away" (Rev.
21:4). But the Bible tells us of a lake of fire. It is recorded
irr the Bible that Jesus will say to some ¢ “Depart from me,
ye cursed, into ever lasting fire, prepared for the devil and his
angels” (Matt. 25 41). And near the close of the New Testa-
ment wé find this prdphecy ’ "‘And whosoever was not found
written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire” (Rev.
20-:.15).

. Man’s ways are not God’s ways

' (Isa. 55:8)

Dear friend, this little articlé is presented to you because
someone cares, and §o-very much desites that heaven should be
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‘your ~eternal home. Will you be there ? You probably
think -the way in which you are today is the way: to
heaven. - .

Are you Sure ?

.. Can you find it in the New Testament of the Bible, all the
way,—church organization, church worship, private worship—
living for Jesus every day ? The ways of men will surely fail.
“There is a way which seemeth right unto a ‘man, but the end
thereof are the ways of death” (Prov. 14:12). “He that
turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer
shall be abommatlon” (Prov, 28:9).

The Unbehevmg Companlon

Monroe E. Howley

*Howcan I win my companion to Christ ? This question
has been asked by countless Christians ‘married to unbelievers:
Regardless of how happy it may be, a rehg:ously divided home
can never enjoy the happiness thaf it could if that condition
did not exist. Furthermore, the chances are better than even
that the division in the home is a source of chromc discord
between ‘husband and wife.’

The Chrlstlan marned to a non-Chtistlan is naturally
concerned about the harmony in the home. But he is even
more dxsturbed about the spiritual condition of that loved one
out of Christ. A child of God who places real trustin the
-divine promlses realizes that the eternal destiny of his matc
depends upon that one’s obedlence to the gespel.

A divided home sometimes results when one of the marriage
partners in a non-Christian home is converted. More often,
however, it is the consequence of a child of God marrying out
of Christ. In thousands ‘of cases the faith of the Christian
has not proved equal to the will of his companion. The result
is.that the disciple of Christ has been lost to Him, to the
church—and to heaven. The very least that can be said is
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‘that the Christian who marries .out ‘of the Lord jeopardizes

his chance of eternal life. Certainly he lessens his value=to

-. the kingdom of God. - The unhappy experiences of those who
: ..have married unbehevers should serve as a grave warning to

all young Christians contemplating marriage.

We ought niot to suppose; however, that it is 1mposmble
for one to win his companion to the Lord. ‘Some of the most
consecrated Christians are those who have beea converted
through the efforts of their mates. Many more could be won
if their Christian companions only understood and practiced
a few basic principles necessary for their conversion. The
following suggestions are offered to Christians married to

- unbelievers in the hope that they may aid in the salvation of

their companions :

1. You cannot drive one to accept Christ. The power
of the gospel is a drawmg force, not a driving one. Jesys
taught. “No man can. come to me, except the Father that
sent me draw him. < (John 6:44.) Some Christians are so filled
with concern for the spiritual welfare of their mates that they

‘use ] poor Judgment and exert too much pressure. The non-
. Chnstlan may revolt and brmg out the stubborn nature that

all of us possess to some extent. Furthermore, you surely
would not want your companion to go through the form of

- -obeying ‘the gospel just to' please you.. Not only would his
- action -not help him, but it might well hlnder his genuine

conversion at a later date.

2. Don’t be dogmatlc Over-poeltWeness which fanls to
consider the thinking of the other person often does more
harm than good. How many people have remarked. “I can’t

" believe the way you  do because y_ou ‘think only members of

your church are going to heaver.” The chances are that the

“one teaching him overstated his case. The best way to answer

* this objection is to say. *Let’s let the Lord decide who will

besaved. The important thing for usis to be sure - that we
do what He commands us.”

3. Study the Word of God. Some unbelievers are never
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won to Christ because their husbands or wives are not equipped
_ to teach them. A preacher or .elder can do much to help,
but there is no adequate substitute' for what you can do your-
self in teaching your companion, provided that you- are
acquainted with the Bible. Be ‘“‘ready always to give answer..
concerning the hope thatis in you, yet with meekness and
fear * (I Peter 3:15.)

4. - You will never win your companion by staying
away from the place of worship. Regardless of how
much . opposition you may receive at home, i{your mate
will not respect your religious- convictions unless he sees you
regularly-and. faithfully worshipping with other Christians. If
you forsake such assembling with your brethren, you will not
" only fail to win his soul, but you will also lose your own.

‘5. The best way to win an unbeliever is to seta
chaste example,  “In like manner, ye wives, be in subjection
to your own husbands; that even if any obey not the word,
they may without the word be gained by the behaviour of their
wives; beholding your chaste behaviour coupled with fear.”
© (1 Peter 3:1,2.) Many wives have won their husbands, and
- husbands their wives, by the examples of pure Chnstlan living
they have shown.

6. Be patient, Many companions have been converted
_ only after months of work and .prayer. If you do not win
your mate immediately, do not become discouraged and. quit
trying. That soul is too important for you to give up. He
“may in time accept ' Christ. - “God ‘moves in a mysterious way
‘His wonders to perform.,” '

7. Pray. You will need help in winning your loved one
to Christ, help from your brethren, and especially, help from
God. Never forget to entreat the Father in your prayers for
that one who means more to you than any other earthly soul.
“Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock,
and it shall be opened unto you.” (Matt. 7:7.)
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- Put Away Childish Thmgs

- Mark-H. NMunley

“The' apostle Paul wrote in I Cor. 13:11, “when I wasa
child, 1 spake as a child, 1 felt asa chlld I thought as a child;
now that I am become a man, Ihave put away clnldlsh, '
things.” And this is what supposedly is to take place in each
person’s “life. “As we grow older, we are to start acting,
thinking, and feeling like adults instead of like children. '

But far too many times the case exists where people who
are adults in body are still children in disposition. They wear
their feelings on - the outside just looking for something to
become offended at. If someone does or dose not do, says or
does not say, etc. exactly like they think he or she should,
then they are all offerided and: out of. sorts with that person,
But this is not the way that God wants us to live. Paul sald ‘
he- put away the chlldlsh thmgs when he: became a man.

“You are not on the earth ‘to totaﬂy ‘submit to the opinions -
of others, neitker are they on the ‘earth ‘to submit to your
opinions. We are upon the earth. to please God. And each
of us must be about. the business of studying the Bible and ..
knowing what it says and .obeying it to the very best of our
ability.

The way that a lot of people act today reminds me of a
man in the Old Testament. One day king Ahab' decided that
he wanted the.vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, and so Ahab.
asked Naboth for the vineyard and offerd him' his choice of
a better vineyard or of the money it was. worth in exchange
for. the vineyard. But Naboth- refuscd because .the vmeyard
was the inheritance of his. fathers :

Now notice how king’ Ahab reacted— I Kings 21:4 : “And
_ Ahab came into his house, heavy and displeased because’ of
the word which Naboth the Jezreelite had spoken to him : for. .
he said, 1 will not give thee the -inheritance of my fathers.
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And he laid him" down upon his bed, and turned away his
face, and would eat not bread.”

Can you imagine ! The king pouting like that! He laid

upon his bed, turned away his face, .and refused to. eat any-
thing.  But do you know, what ' | have seen a lot of “‘adults!’

act in the same kind of way when thmgs drd not go -exactly .-
like they wanted them fo g0.. Isn t it high tlme .that we began .
" to speak, feel, and think as adulis as we put away the ChﬂrdlSh :

thing ? Especially in the Lord’s church ? _

HE IS iC-‘(Q)MING!’ -

Joe R Barnett

'IHAT CHRIST is: commg agam is. sald more. frequently :

than anything else about him. One of eyery :thirteen verses- -
in the New Testament refers to it. In fourteen of the twenty- '

one epistles there is no mention of baptism ; in twenty there

is no -mention of the- Lord’s Supper. But on, almost every

page there is reference to his second coming..

_References to the second commg are $0 numerous that if
you were to blot out those lines in your New Testament which '
speak of it, the Book, in many places, would be meanmg]ess

and unintelligible.

In his last visit with lis disciples Jesus said, ‘‘I'will -come

again.”. No wonder he-said to: them, ‘“Watch therefore, for ~_z

youdo not know on what day your Lord is- comlng
(Matthew 24:42). : . .

To that event we are summoned ever to0 look forward. The". »
Apostle Paul said, regarding’ the Lord’s Supper, ¢For as often: '
as you eatthis bread and drink the ‘cup, ' you proclalm the -

Lord’s death. untill he comes” (1 Corinthians 11:26).

"This eager expectation was the master light of hope for the’

early church. This anticipation warned them in their tempta-

tions, sustained them in their sorrows, armedthem in their
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conflicts, and assured them of the final victory of Christ and
his church.

Nothing provides greater motivaticn to live a life of purity
than the promxse of His'comihg." John said, “Beloved, we are
God’s children now ; it does not yet appear what we shall be,
but we know that whien he ! appbars we'shall be - like - him, for
we shall see him ‘as he:is. - And’every one who thus hopes. in

him purifies himself - as -he‘is pure’” (1 John 3:2-3). He had

“eatlier said, “And now, little children, abide in him, so that

when he appears we may have confidence and not shrink from
him in shame at his coming” (1 John 2: 28)

James' wrote, ‘“You also be patlent Establish’ your hearts,
for ‘the coming of the Lord is-at hand-” Then he said ¢,
Judge is standing at the doors” (Jatés 5:8,9).

Jesus is coming. Every -shadow may be his shadow.
Every knock may be his knock. Every shout may be his shout.

Jesus is Lord, my Redeemer ; How he loves me, how I love
himy; He s risen !'. He ‘is ‘coming ! Lord, come’ quickly:;
hallelu;ah ! T

YOur Opportunlty To,
Build Own Libraty !

This month we : offer “anether |
| excellent book, “BACK TO
| THE BIBLE®, written by “Harvey
Childress. You will love to posses
this book which not only give some |
background inforimation on what
original Christianity'was like, and"
how man drifted away from it, |
but also shows xt 1s p0551ble to go.
' back to it. :
" Just send us a postage stamp
| worth paise 25 ohly and we will
send you this beok free !
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Radio Srilanka Broadtcasts'_v

ENGLISH—The Voice of Truth—Speaker : Reggie. »Gi:_ana-

sundaram

All correspondence should be sent to The Voice of Truth

Post Box 3815, New Delhi 110049,

Sundays—10 : 15 to 10 : 30 P.M.

Frequencies—(1) 15,120 KHZ, 19 Meter Band ; 100KW
(2) 11,725 KHZ, 25 Meter Band ; 100 KW
3) 7,190 KHZ 41 Meter Band, 10 KW

Tuesday—9 : 30 to 9 : 45 AM.

Frequencies : (1) 11,724 KHZ, 25 Meter Band 100KW

(2) 15,128 KHZ, 19 Meter Band ; 100KW
3) 6, 075 KHZ, 49 Meter Band, 10 KW

HINDI—Gospel Truth—Speaker : Sunny David

All correspondence should be sent to Gospel Truth, Post

Box 3815, New Delhi 110049,

Tuesdays—8 : 45t0 9 : 15 PM.

Fridays—8 : 45to 9 : 15 P.M.

Frequencies—(1) 11,800 KHZ ; 25 Meter Band : 100 KW
(2) 7,190 KHZ ; 49 Meter Band ; 50 KW
(3) 6,075 KHZ, 49 Meter Band, 10 KW

"TELUGU—The Voice of Truth—Speaker : Joshua Gootam
All correspondence should be sent to The Voice of Truth,
Post Box 80, Kakinada 533001.

Mondays—2: 30 to 2 : 45 P.M.

Wednesdays—2 : 30 to 2 : 45 P.M. .

Frequencies—(1) 11, 800 KHZ; 25 Meter Band; 100 KW
(2) 7,190 KHZ, 49 Meter Band, 50 KW

“TAMIL —The Way of Truth—Speaker : P. R. Swamy
All correspondence should be sent to The Way of Truth,
Post Box 3301, Bangalore 560033.
Tuesdays—S : 30 to5:45P.M.
Thursdays—6 : 45 to 7: 00 P.M. v
Frequencies : (1) 11,800 KHZ ; 25 Meter Band ;
100 KW
(2) 7,190 KHZ, 49 Meter Band, 50 KW

ALL ARE ENCOURAGED TO LISTEN

Bible Correspondence Courses and Christian Literature.

?rsie a‘tivallable in these different languages from the addresses
i
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