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îftST^TT (̂ ET ?t)
^STT (̂ rn- €\̂ )

V. ( m n
Sr=^R4T ?r?fV ST^^lf SFT S15FI5TJT ?T5 a:4> =4TT

Jr i) II5Tc^4r 4JT BRT ^ | I
?rq% 'TTS^'f gJSfr^TSff 4ft ^ I 5 T ^ 4 >
7f5T4T 4ft sri'^ 4TT% % 4^ ^ T 4 ? f s 4 R ^ 5 r t r |

ffte :—4114̂  f4̂ 4 4Tr?T^ f4?4T 4TT r̂ |, f4T ̂T47 ft4R
^4?cI4T 44 4T4 4T444 f5T«f 41^4 45T^ %^44 4T4 fs4)3 ^5^

I4T44T 4cTI f4^S 1 i

4T?4

4 t^ 4T44
4f f?Rft-??0 9Ye



T H E B I B L E T E A C H E R
Editor I

J. C. CHOATE

Assoc ia te Ed i to r 3

S U N N Y D A V I D

Published by Church of Christ, Box 3815
N e w D e l h i - 1 1 0 0 4 9

Pleading for the restoration of pure New Testament Christianity
V o l . 7 N o . 3

S * '

Where are the Miracles
While in Bangalore afew weeks ago, aradio preacher

was being advertised for some meetings. It was said that he
was anointed of God and would be conducting miracle healing
services. Although Iwas there during the time he was, Iheard
of no miracles being performed. No one was talking about
any miracles and neither did the newspaper carry any news of
such happenings. Neither did Ihear anyone say anything about
these meetings. Had it not been for some advertising that Isaw
Iwould have never known anything about it. Where were the
miracles then ?Were there any performed ?Don’t you know
that if there had been just one miracle during this meeting then
everyone in Bangalore would have known about it ?Everyone
would have been talking about it. But this was not the case.
Therefore Iknow, and all other honest people know, that no
miracles were done, but if so, then they are but deceived.

Likewise in Madras Isaw some hand bills pasted to
various walls advertising amiracle healing campaign. By that
time those meetings had already come and gone but Iheard
no one talking about any miracles that were done during this
time. Had there been any miracles then all of Madras would
have been excited about the things that had happened. But
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friends, this was not the case and
that no miracles were performed.

Again in Colombo, Sri Lanka, there was talk of Ceylon
Pentecostal Church, the Assemblies of God, and various ones
conducting Charisma (Pentecostal) Services. It was said that
the people should come expecting amiracle. Italked to a
young lady who was of the Pentecostal persuasion and she said
that the Lord had appeared to aPastor Paul and revealed
to him aplan for the unity of his people. She also know aprea¬
cher in Jaffna that Ihad known in years gone by and she said
that God was working through him, but Ihappen to know that
in the past he was of the Assemblies of God and had contacted
me saying that he was interested in obeying the Lord to be
added to his church, and he supposedly did that, but once he
discovered that we were not willing to give him any financial
help then all of asudden he lost interest and returned to the
Assemblies of God. He has quite areputation in Sri Lanka
for anumber of things but some people think he is aservant
of God and is able to perform miracles. How ridiculous !

Concerning all of this we are reminded again how easy
it is for human beings to be deceived and led into false
teaching. It is that way because so many are not only willing
to be m is led bu t even wan t t o be dece i ved . P lease th ink

seriously concerning the things that are going to be said and
consider them in light of what the Bible teaches.

It is interesting to see how different it was in the days
of Christ and the Apostles. They performed miracles but
they did no advertising, sent no one ahead to build up large
audiences, asked for no one to come believing in miracles, or
any such thing. The reason for this was because their miracles
were not done merely to be popular or even to heal the sick.
They did not preach that the people deserved perfect health
and through their faith they could have such. Rather, they
were dealing with unbelievers and the few miracles that they
did were done to make bel ievers out of them and to confirm

the word. We read concerning the Apostles, “And they went
forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them,

o n c e m o r e w e m u s t c o n c l u d e



3

and confirming the word with signs following.
(Mark 16:20). The Hebrew writer says, “Therefore we ought
to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have
heard, lest any time we should let them slip. For if the word
spoken by angels was steadfast, and every transgression and
disobedience received ajust recompense of reward; How shall
we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first
began to be spoken by the Lord and was confirmed unto us by
them that heard him, God also bearing them witness, both with
signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the
Holy Ghost, according to his own will?'’ (Hebrews 2:1-4).
The New Testament had not been given at that time and so
the signs, wonders, and miracles were done to confirm the
Apostles teaching or to prove to the people that they were
indeed preaching the word of God. But what about today ?
We have the New Testament now. Has i t been confirmed ?

Most certainly. Therefore, there is no purpose for miracles
now. Neither does God appear to anyone today, or speak
to anyone apart from his word because we have the word of
God, it has already been confirmed to be the word of God.
and therefore he speaks to us through that word. God speaks
to us today through his Son (Hebrews 1:1,2; Matthew 17:5),
it has been written down and completely furnishes man to
every good work (2 Timothy 3:16,17;2 Peter 1:3; James 1:25),
we are to read and study it to know the truth and to believe it
(2 Timothy 2:15; John 17:17; John 8:32; Romans 10:17), and
it is not to be changed in any way. (Revelation 22:18,19).
Therefore, those who claim to perform miracles today are
imposters. Likewise, those who claim that God has spoken
to them separate and apart from the word are false teachers.
Like Pastor Paul, who said God has spoken directly to him
and had given him aspecial plan for unity. The Lord had
already prayed for such unity and the New Testament has con¬
tained the plan for unity since the days of the Apostles.
(John 17; Ephesians 4:1-6). Why then would the Lord speak
to him and give him aspecial plan ?The scriptures also say
that by their fruits ye shall know them (Matthew 7:16), and
this Pastor Paul was but apreacher, not ascriptural Pastor

A m e n . 1 J
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(1 Timothy 3:1-7), who promoted the Ceylon Pentecostal
Church, is in opposition to the church we read about in the
Bible, and contrary to God’s plan for unity, and he taught that
the Lord had spoken directly to him which would make the
Lord arespector of persons and also mean that the Bible is
not complete. All of this marks him as afalse teacher.

Now we beseech( t

Listen to the inspired word of God :
you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by
our gathering together unto him; That ye be not soon shaken
in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor
by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand.
Let no man deceive you by any means :for that day shall not
come except there come afalling away first, and that man of
sin be revealed, the son of perdition; Who opposeth and
e x a l t e t h h i m s e l f a b o v e a l l t h a t i s c a l l e d G o d , o r t h a t i s

worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of
God, shewing himself that he is God. Remember ye not,
that, when Iwas yet with you, Itold you these things ?
And now ye know what with holdeth that he might be revealed
in his time. For the mystery of iniquity doth already work;
only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the
way. And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the
Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall
destroy with the brightness of his coming :Even him, whose
coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs
and lying wonders. And with all deceivableness of unrighteous¬
ness in them that perish; because they received not the love
of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this cause
God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe
alie; That they all might be damned who believed not the
truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.” (2 Thessaloiiians
2:1-12). Again, Paul writes, “Now the Spirit speaketh expres¬
sly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith,
giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devil; Speak¬
ing lies In hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a
h o t i r o n . . . (1 Timothy 4:1,2). Continuing, he says, ‘T charge
the? therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who
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shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his
kingdom,* Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season;
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.
For the time will come when they will not endure sound
doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves
teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their
ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.” (2 Timo¬
thy 4:1-4). And finally, listen to Christ himself, “Not every
one that saith unto me. Lord, Lord, shall enter into the king¬
dom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which
is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day. Lord, Lord,
have we not prophesied in thy name ?And in they name have
cats out devils ?and in thy name done many wonderful works ?
And then will Iprofess unto them, Inever knew you; depart
from me, ye that work iniquity.” (Matthew 7:21-23).

One and all would do well to take note of the foregoing
scriptures, and many others that could be given, that show
that it is easy to be deceived and misled. This is true not only
in the case of miracles but with many other points of doctrine
as well. But if you will observe those who teach that miracles
can be performed today, you will find that they claim to have
the baptism of the Holy Spirit, but then they are in churches
that the Bible knows nothing about, wear man-made names
and titles, claim that the Lord speaks directly to them, but his
message to them is always contrary to the scriptures, and so
this would mark them as imposters. Furthermore, you will
discover that there are many number of groups who claim to
work miracles by the guidance of the Holy Spirit, yet they con¬
demn and oppose one another. There are even some in most
every denomination who make such claims. The question,
therefore, would be this :Would the Holy Spirit guide and
direct different ones into different groups, to teach different
things, and to oppose one another ?If so, then the Holy Spirit
opposes himself. Ithink you would have to admit though that
if such people have aspirit it is definitely not the Holy Spirit.

Of course these people would come back and say that we
do not believe in the power of God today, since we do not
believe in miracles, but this is false. We do believe in God,
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and we believe in the power of God, but God does not choose
to work today through miracles as he did in the past. It is
not that he could not do miracles if he chose to do so. He
created the first man from the dust of the earth, and he could
still create human beings like that if he wanted to, but he
doesn’t have to prove that he is God and that he is all powerful
because he has already proven himself, and furthermore he now
works through the law of nature to create men and women. He
could also heal the sick, restore eye sight, raise the dead, etc.,
if he chose to do so but there is no purpose for doing so. He
works now through his word to teach, to make believers, to
save, and to give hope. What would miracles prove ?Even
when used they were spoken of as being childish things that
would cease. (I Corinthians 13:8-12). And so they have.

Contrary to the belief of some, there are no miracles being
performed today. If so, where are the miracles being per¬
formed ?On whom ?By whom ?What is their purpose ?Let
me encourage you to return to God’s word, study it, believe
it, and obey it and you will find that there is more than enough
power to save you and to give you the hope of eternal life.
For what more could you ask ?

a s s o c i a t e
^ e d i t o r i a l

Should Christians use Mechanical
Instruments of Music in

their Worship
Some time back in one of my radio talk, over radio

Sri Lanka, when Ipointed to the fact that Christians should
not use mechanical instruments of music in their worship,
aman wrote me aletter in which he tried to justify its u s e i n
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Christian worship and argued that we can worship the Lord
acceptably with and without mechanical instruments of music.
Supporting the use of mechanical instruments of
Christian worship he reasond and said :

“/ do not accept that Jesus has ever condemned the use of
musical instruments anywhere nor any apostles said so.’’’

m u s i c i n

But does it mean that we should use athing because the
Lord has not specifically condemned it, or that he hasn’t said
●Do not use mechanical instruments of music in worship” ?
Let me ask you, to make it clear what Imean. Can I
Cocacola or Fanta instead of the fruit of the vine and fried
finger chips instead of unleavened bread in the Lord’s Supper ?
You might say, Iam speaking blasphemy. But friend, Jesus
or the apostles never said that we cannot use Cocacola, Fanta,
and finger chips in the Lord’s Supper, they never did condemn
their use. But does this fact gives me liberty to go ahead and
use them ?The fact is, that they have told us what to use in

u s e

the Lord’s Supper, and this should be enough to eliminate
any other thing in it. Ephesians 5:19 says, “Speaking to your¬
selves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and
making melody in your heart to the Lord.'’ So we are to sing
and make melody or music in our heart and not on apiano or
guitar. The Point is that he does not necessarily has to say :
“No t to use Mechan ica l i ns t ruments o f mus ic ,

many things that Jesus has not specifically condemned, but
this does not mean that we can use them or practice them,
because he did not.

T h e r e a r e

Secondly, he said, “I appreciate singing without music
{Mechanical Instruments of music), and that it should be with
hear t, but this degree of worship can also be achieved and created
while singing with music.”

But friend, one cannot worship (sing) with spirit, (John
4:24; 1Corinthians 14:15), with mechanical instruments of
music. When one sing and play an instrument he does not
only concentrate on singing (or words) but he also has to
concentrate on the mechanical instrument that he is playing.
Is this not true ?The fact is, one cannot give his whole heart
in singing, in worship, when he is playing an instrument of
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music. His spirit might be in worship but his mind will be
concentrating on the instrument that he is playing.

Then in the third place, he mentioned the book of
Psalms, and said, David used mechanical instruments of music
in worship.

Yes, he did. But who was David ?He was not a
Christ ian. He did not l ive under the law of Christ , the New
Testament, but he lived under the Old Testament law of Moses.
Back in the Old Testament days they used in their worship
many other things also, such as animal sacrifices, burning of
incense, etcetr,a. Now if we can bring mechanical instruments
of music in Christian worship from the Old Testament, then
why not bring also the animal sacrifices and the other things
as well ?Remember, we live today under the new Testament
and not under the Old Testament. Therefore our worship
should be entirely according to the New Testament teachings.
God has commanded us to hear Jesus. (Matthew 17:5). We
are not to hear Moses or David, but we are to hear Jesus. The
question is, did Jesus or his apostles command (again not
c o n d e m n ) t h e u s e o f m e c h a n i c a l i n s t r u m e n t s o f m u s i c i n
worship ?No.

Fourthly, his reasoning was, “I think the use of mecha¬
nical instruments of music was not so popular with the early
church. Now the age has advanced and with the incoming of
different types of musical instruments, and to aid the worship,
these are being used which should not be taken as incorrect.

First of all, it is wrong to state that music was not popular,
or not known, in the first century. Going through the various
books of Old Testament one read of scores of musical instru¬

ments. Perhaps they were more popular then than now in our
age. However, when it comes to the Christian worship it does
not mean athing what is popular and what is not for instance,
we do not worship because worship is popular, but because
we have been commanded to do so. We do not pray, give of
our means, take the Lord’s Supper, study the Bible, and sing
in our worship just because they are popular. Again, does it
mean Ican use Cocacola in the Lord’s Supper, because Christ
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did not condemn it’s use, and because it was not so popular
omong the early Christians ?One can reason, and say, but now
the age has advanced, so why not use coffee, cookies, and even
liquor, in Lord’s Supper, of course they weren’t Popular then.
But we know that in doing so we will add into what Jesus has
commanded. And the same is t rue w i th Mechan ica l ins t ru¬
ments of music, they are not aid, as some say, but ADD,
when we bring and use them in Christian worship. And
If any man shall add unto these things, {things written in N.T.),

God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this
book.” (Revelation 22.18).

e i

And lastly, he said. lam myself asinger and Ialways
use musical instruments while preaching... if Ileave musical
instruments, Iwill have to leave preaching, also as Iwill be left
alone without the party, and Ifeel it will not have much effect
on the mob. . .

< (

Obviously, the person who reasons so is putting more
importance on the musical instruments rather than the Bible.
However, Iwonder, if Peter had in his hand aharp, on the day
of Pentecost, when he converted 3000 souls ?Or what mecha¬
nical instrument of music did Philip play when he converted
the Ethiopean Eunuch of Acts chapter 8?Is there any example
in the entire New Testament where asingle soul was ever
brought to Christ through the use of mechanical instruments
of music ?Remember, it is the Bible, “The word of the
Lord is quick, and powerful and sharper than any two edged
Sword, Piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit.
and of the joint and marrow, and is adiscerner of the thoughts
and in ten ts o f t he hea r t . M (Hebrews 4:12).

When Peter preached the word on pentecost, 3000 people
repented of their sins and were baptized for the remission of
their sins. (Acts 2). However, Stephen was stoned to death
when he preached the same word. (Acts 7). No doubt, the
Lord has said, “My word shall not return unto me void.”
(Isaiah 55:11). It will always have some kind of effect on the
listeners. Remember, again, it is the Bible, the Word of the
Lord, that is effective in the saving of the souls and not a
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mechanical instrument of music. The man who says, “If Ileave
Mechanical instruments of music Iwill have to leave preach¬
ing also”, is certainly not apreacher, he is aplayer.

The scripture says, “Whosoever transgresseth (goeth
onward) and abideth not in the doctrine (teachings) of Christ,
hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he
hath both the Father and the Son.” (2 John 9).

Where do you stand on these matters ?If you have not
yet completely yielded yourself to the Lord then you should,
“Repent, and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for
the remission of sins”. (Acts 2:38). Or if you have already
obeyed him, but have been in errors on these matters, then you
should, Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray
God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven
thee.” (Acts 8:22).

Are You Sure ?
H . L , M e e k s

Concerning Heaven.
Probably most people expect to enjoy ahappy home after

this life shall have come to an end. Probably you feel that
when you come to die you will have met the requirements that
heaven might be your eternal home.

A r e Y o u S u r e ?

The only reliable source of information concerning heaven
is the Bible. The Bible tells about heaven, and who is going
there. The Bible also indicates that comparatively few people
will ever reach heaven.

Jesus said, as recorded in the Bible, Matthew chapter 7,
verses 13 and 14 :

the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and
many there be which go in thereat :Because strait is the gate,
and narrow is the way, which leadeth ynto life, and few there
be that find it”,

Enter ye in at the strait gate :for wide is
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Many Disappointments
In the same 7th chapter of Matthew, verses 22 and 23, the

“Many will say to me in that
day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name ?and in
thy name have cast out devils ?and in thy name done many
wonderful works ?And then will Iprofess unto them, I
knew you ;depart from me, ye that work iniquity”.

Many Churches
Those who have tried to count them tell us there are hun¬

dreds of separate religious organizations claiming to be
followers of Christ. Their doctrines differ widely, often con¬
flicting. Can all these be right ?The Bible tells us that Jesus
said of some worshipers : “But in vain they do worship
me, teachting for doctrines the commandments of men
(Matt. 15 :9). Is it not evident that hunderds of relig¬
ious organizations (churches)—originated by men and women
far this side of Bible times—are “teaching for doctrines
the commandments of men”? Are you amember of such an
organization ?Probably, you do not think so. Are you sure?
Acareful comparison of your creed with the word of God is
kindly suggested.

Bible tells us that Jesus said :

n e v e r

i f

C h u r c h o f Y o u r C h o i c e 5 5c c

Can we accept the popular opinions of many religious
people that the doctrine makes little difference, and that “one
church is as good as another?” Jesus said, as recorded in the
B i b l e : Upon this rock Iwill build my church ;and the
gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (Matthew 16 :18). In
Ephesians 1:22, 23, we learn that the church is the body of
Christ ;and in chapter 5, verse 23, we read that :“he is the
saviour of the body.” In Ephesians, chapter 4, verses 4, 5,
and 6, it is recorded, the apostle said :“There is one body,
and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your call¬
ing ;One Lord, one faith, one baptism. One God and Father of
all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.
T h i s w a s w r i t t e n t o the faithful in Christ Jesus, 5 5

a s w e

learn from Eph. 1:1.

Jesus built one church for all the saved for all the rest of
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time. What right has any man or woman ever had to build
another church ?The church which Jesus built, “he hath
purchased with his own blood” (Acts 20 :28). Are you seek¬
ing the church of your choice ?What would be the Lord’s
cho ice i n t h i s v i t a l ma t te r ?

Many Doctr ines
Many people think that the religious organization, the

makes little difference, so long as one is
But the Bible tells us that Jesus said :“Ye shall

(John

church, the “faith,
s ince re ,

know the truth, and the truth shall make you free
8:32).

The Bible also tells us that Jesus said in aprayer to God :
Sanctify them through thy truth :thy word is truth” (John

17 :17). Sincerity does not change error into truth. Jesus
said to His disciples :“The time cometh, that whosoever
killeth you will think that he doeth God’s service” (John
16 :2).

c (

The Bible and Baptism
Many people think that baptism has nothing to do with

salvation. But Jesus said, as recorded in the Bible :“He that
believeth and is baptized shall be saved ;but he that believeth
not shall be damned” (Mark 16 :16). Jesus said also, as re¬
corded in Matthew, chapter 28, last two verses :“Go ye
therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching
them to observe all things whatsover Ihave commanded you :
and, lo, Iam with you alway, even unto the end of the world.”
Jesus has not promised to save one who refuses, or neglects, to
be baptized. And remember, dear friend, that it is not
recorded in the Bible that Jesus ever used this phrase :“in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost,”
in connection with any other command than that of baptism.
It is recorded in the Bible, 1Peter, chapter 3, verse 21, that
an apostle of Jesus said; “baptism doth also now save us
No, he did not say baptism alone. Baptism alone does not
save, any more than faith alone, or any other one thing alone ;
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but, according to the Bible, word of God, baptism is one of the
things required of asinner in order that he may be
saved. No one who has aproper understanding and
reverence for the word of God will speak lightly of
baptism.

M u c h W a t e r

Many people think that sprinkling or pouring will answer
for baptism. You may be one of those who feel that immersion
is not essential. Are you sure ?

The Bible shows clearly that the baptism commanded by
Jesus and His inspired apostles is aburial in water, and a
resurrection from the water, of apenitent believer, obeying a
form of the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus. Read in
your Bible. John 3:5; Acts of the apostles, chapter eight,
verses twenty six through thirty nine ;Romans, chapter six,
first eighteen verses. Then turn to Colossians, chapter two,
verse twelve, and read :“Buried with him in baptism, wherein
also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation
of God, who hath raised him from the dead.” Farther down
afew verses, in verse one of chapter three, read : “If ye then
be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where
Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.
not been raised with Christ in baptism, when and how
you raised with Him ?The Bible says, too, that: “John also
was baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, because there was much
water there” (John 3:23). Nothing short of aburial in
water wilt fit these Scriptures. Does someone guess that
immersion is not necessary ?Why risk eternity upon aguess?
Rather, open your Bible and see what God’s word has to say,
and do what God’s word says to do. There is no promise from
G o d o u t s i d e o f H i s w o r d .

Friend, if you have
w e r e

Faith only ?

Many think that salvation is by faith only. But the Bible
He became the au tho r o f e te rna ltells us of Jesus that:

salvation unto all them that obey him” (Heb. 5:9). And

< 6

Jesus said ;
( i Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lorp,
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shall enter into the kingdom of heaven ;but he that doeth the
will of my Father which is in heaven” (Matt. 7:21). And
i n t h e B i b l e w e fi n d t h i s s t a t e m e n t :

by works aman is justified, and not by faith only” (James
2 : 2 4 ) .

Ye see then how that( (

Can one fal l ?

Many think that achild of God cannot fall and be lost. Is
this true ?The Bible answers. The word of God warns :
“Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he
fall” (I Cor. 10 :12). The apostle Paul also wrote :
is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified
by the law ;ye are fallen from grace
wrote also :“If ye live after the flesh, ye shall die :but if ye
through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall
live” (Rom. 8:13)- And Paul wrote of himself: “I keep
under my body, and bring it into subjection ;lest that by any
means, when Ihave preached to others, Imyself should be a
eastaway” (I Cor. 9:27). And he said, as recorded in Rom.

Behold therefore the goodness and severity of

“ C h r i s t

(Gal. 5:4). Paul

6 i1 1 : 2 2 :

God :̂ on them which fell, severity ;but toward thee, goodness,
if thou continue in his goodness :otherwise thou also shalt be

And the Bible tells us that Jesus said : I f a m a nc u t o f f .

abide not in me, he is cast forth as abranch, and is withered ;
and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are
burned” (John 15:6).

Faith or Opinion ?

My dear friend, why risk your eternal salvation upon the
of men? The Bible tells us of some that; “These wereo p i n i o n s

more noble than those in Fhessalonica, in that they received the
word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures
daily, whether those things were so” (Aets 17 :11). The Bible
tells us that :“faith eometh by hearing, and hearing the word
of God” (Rom. 10:17). Then let us learn what the word of God

and have enough faith to accept the salvation offered bysays

Jesus, upon His terms. There is no other salvation promised.
We should have enough faith to repent of sins, (Luke 13:3), to
confess Jesus Christ before men, (Matt. 10 :32), and be bap-
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tized into Christ, (Rom. 6:3; Gal. 3:27). Those who do
these things from the heart are saved from past sins to live for
God. They are added by the Lord, (Acts 2:47), to the other
obedient believers, baptized into the one body, (1 Cor. 12:13),
which is the church. (Col. 1:24), the one you can read about
in your Bible. The church of the New Testament is not aden¬
omination. Jesus said of it:
16 :18). It is the body of Christ, (Eph. 1:22,23; Col. 1:18).
In one instance the apostle Paul, concerning local congrega¬
tions of the Lord’s church, used the term “churches of Christ
(Rom. 16:16). The Lord’s church is also called “the church
of God’’ in the New Testament, as in 1Cor. 1:2; and other

used denoting ownership, location, or certain

Iwill build my church” (Matt.C i

> 9

t e r m s a r e

characteristics of the church; but usually it is referred to
simply as the church, there being only one. it is the
Lord’s church. It is the church of Christ. (Rom. 16; 16).

B e F a i t h f u l

Then, having become obedient to the Lord, through faith,
repentance and baptism ;let us be faithful in the Lord’s church

unto death,” (Rev. 2:10), and look forward to ahome with
Him in that place which He has gone to prepare, (John
14:1-3). The Bible tells us of this home :“And God shall whipe
away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any
more pain :for the former things are passed away” (Rev.
21 :4). But the Bible tells us of alake of fire. It is recorded

< C

Depart from me.in the Bible that Jesus will say to some :
ye cursed, into ever lasting fire, prepared for the devil and his
angels” (Matt. 25 :41). And near the close of the New Testa¬
ment we find this prophecy :“And whosoever was not found

C (

written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire” (Rev.
20 :15).

Man’s ways are not God’s ways
(Isa. 55:8)

Dear friend, this little article is presented to you because
someone cares, and so very much desires that heaven should be
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your eternal home. Will you be there ?You probably
think the way in which you are today is the way to
h e a v e n .

Are you Sure ?

Can you find it in the New Testament of the Bible, all the
way,—church organization, church worship, private worship-
living for Jesus every day ?The ways of men will surely fail.
“There is away which seemeth right unto aman, but the end
thereof are the ways of death” (Prov. 14 :12).
turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer
shall be abomination” (Prov. 28:9).

C f H e t h a t

The Unbelieving Companion
Monroe E. Howley

How can Iwin my companion to Christ ?This question
has been asked by countless Christians married to unbelievers.
Regardless of how happy it may be, areligiously divided home
can never enjoy the happiness that it could if that condition
d id no t ex i s t . Furthermore, the chances are better than even
that the division in the home is asource of chronic discord
between husband and wife.

The Christian married to anon-Christian is naturally
concerned about the harmony in the home. But he is even
more disturbed about the spiritual condition of that loved one
out of Christ. Achild of God who places real trust in the
divine promises realizes that the eternal destiny of his mate
depends upon that one’s obedience to the gospel.

Adivided home sometimes results when one of the marriage
partners in anon-Christian home is converted. More often,
however, it is the consequence of achild of God marrying out
of Christ. In thousands of cases the faith of the Christian
has not proved equal to the will of his companion. The result
is that the disciple of Christ has been lost to Him, to the
church—and to heaven. The very least that can be said is
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that the Christian who marries out of the Lord jeopardizes
his chance of eternal life. Certainly he lessens his value 'to
the kingdom of God. The unhappy experiences of those who
have married unbelievers should serve as agrave warning to
all young Christians contemplating marriage.

We ought not to suppose, however, that it is impossible
for one to win his companion to the Lord. Some of the most
consecrated Christians are those who have been converted
through the efforts of their mates. Many more could be won
if their Christian companions only understood and practiced
afew basic principles necessary for their conversion. The
following suggestions are offered to Christians married to
unbelievers in the hope that they may aid in the salvation of
their companions :

1. You cannot drive one to accept Christ. The power
of the gospel is adrawing force, not adriving one. Jesus

No man can come to me, except the Father that
(John 6:44.) Some Christians are so filled

taught ,
s e n t m e d r a w h i m .

with concern for the spiritual welfare of their mates that they
use poor judgment and exert too much pressure. The non-
Christian may revolt and bring out the stubborn nature that
all of us possess to some extent. Furthermore, you surely
would not want your companion to go through the form of
obeying the gospel just to please you. Not only would his
action not help him, but it might well hinder his
c o n v e r s i o n a t a l a t e r d a t e .

a
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g e n u i n e

2. Don’t be dogmatic. Over-positiveness which fails to
consider the thinking of the other person often does m o r e

harm than good. How many people have remarked,
believe the way you do because you think only members of
your church are going to heaven,
one teaching him overstated his case.

( (

I c a n ’ t

The chances are that the
The best way to answer

this objection is to say. “Let’s let the Lord decide who will
be saved. The important thing for us is to be sure that we
do what He commands us.

> »
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3. Study the Word of God. Some unbelievers a r e n e v e r



18

won to Christ because their husbands or wives are not equipped
to teach them. Apreacher or elder can do much to help,
but there is no adequate substitute for what you can do your¬
self in teaching your companion, provided that you are
acquainted with the Bible. Be “ready always to give answer...
concerning the hope that is in you, yet with meekness and
fear.” (I Peter 3:15.)

4 . You wi l l never w in your companion by s tay ing
away f rom the p lace o f worsh ip . Regard less o f how
much opposition you may receive at home, lyour mate
will not respect your religious convictions unless he sees you
regularly and faithfully worshipping with other Christians. If
you forsake such assembling with your brethren, you will not
only fail to win his soul, but you will also lose your own.

5. The best way to win an unbeliever is to set a
chaste example. “In like manner, ye wives, be in subjection
to your own husbands; that even if any obey not the word,
they may without the word be gained by the behaviour of their
wives; beholding your chaste behaviour coupled with fear.
(1 Peter 3:1, 2.) Many wives have won their husbands, and
husbands their wives, by the examples of pure Christian living
they have shown.

6. Be patient. Many companions have been converted
only after months of work and prayer. If you do not win
your mate immediately, do not become discouraged and quit
trying. That soul is too important for you to give up. He
may in time accept Christ. “God moves in amysterious way
His wonders to perform.

7. Pray. You will need help in winning your loved one
to Christ, help from your brethren, and especially, help from
God. Never forget to entreat the Father in your prayers for
that one who means more to you than any other earthly soul.

Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock,
and it shall be opened unto you.” (Matt. 7:7.)

( (



1 9

Put Away Childish Things
Mark H. Nunley

The apostle Paul wrote in ICor. 13:11, "when Iwas a
child, 1spake as achild, Ifelt as achild, Ithought as achild;
now that Iam become aman, Ihave put away childish
things,
person’s life. As we grow older, we are to start acting,
thinking, and feeling like adults instead of like children.

But far too many times the case exists where people who
are adults in body are still children in disposition. They wear
their feelings on the outside just looking for something to
become offended at. If someone does or dose not do, says or
does not say, etc. exactly like they think he or she should,
then they are all offended and out of sorts with that person.
But this is not the way that God wants us to live. Paul said
he put away the childish things when he became

And this is what supposedly is to take place in each

a m a n .

You are not on the earth to totally submit to the opinions
of others, neither are they on the earth to submit to your
opinions. We are upon the earth to please God. And each
of us must be about the business of studying the Bible and
knowing what it says and obeying it to the very best of our
ability.

The way that alot of people act today reminds me of a
man in the Old Testament. One day king Ahab decided that
he wanted the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, and so Ahab
asked Naboth for the vineyard and offerd him his choice of
abetter vineyard or of the money it was worth in exchange
for the vineyard. But Naboth refused because the vineyard
was the inheritance of his fathers.

Now notice how king Ahab reacted— IKings 21:4 :“And
Ahab came into his house, heavy and displeased because of
the word which Naboth the Jezreelite had spoken to him :for
he said, 1will not give thee the inheritance of my fathers.
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And he laid him down upon his bed, and turned away his
face, and would eat not bread.”

Can you imagine !The king pouting like that !He laid
upon his bed, turned away his face, and refused to eat any¬
thing. But do you know what ?Ihave seen alot of “adults”
act in the same kind of way when things did not go exactly
like they wanted them to go. Isn’t it high time that we began
to speak, feel, and think as adults as we put away the childish
thing ?Especially in the Lord’s church ?

H E I S C O M I N G !
Joe R. Barnett

THAT CHRIST is coming again is said more frequently
than anything else about him. One of every thirteen verses
in the New Testament refers to it. In fourteen of the twenty-
one epistles there is no mention of baptism ;in twenty there
is no mention of the Lord’s Supper. But on almost every
page there is reference to his second coming.

References to the second coming are so numerous that if
you were to blot out those lines in your New Testament which
speak of it, the Book, in many places, would be meaningless
and unintelligible.

I w i l l c o m e

Watch there fo re , fo r
In his last visit with his disciples Jesus said,

again.” No wonder he said to them
you do not know on what day your Lord is coming

5 >

(Matthew 24:42).
To that event we are summoned ever to look forward. The

Apostle Paul said, regarding the Lord’s Supper, “For as often
as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the
Lord’s death untill he comes” (1 Corinthians 11:26).

This eager expectation was the master light of hope for the
early church. This anticipation warned them in their tempta¬
tions, sustained them in their sorrows, armed them in their



2 1

conflicts, and assured them of the final victory of Christ and
h i s c h u r c h .

Nothing provides greater motivation to live alife of purity
than the promise of his coming. John said, “Beloved, we are
God’s children now ;it does not yet appear what we shall be,
but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, for
we shall see him as he is. And every one who thus hopes in
him purifies himself as he is pure’’ (1 John 3:2-3). He had
earlier said, “And now, little children, abide in him, so that
when he appears we may have confidence and not shrink from
him in shame at his coming” (1 John 2:28)

James wrote, “You also be patient,
for the coming of the Lord is at hand-” Then he said “...the
Judge is standing at the doors” (James 5:8,9).

Jesus is coming. Every shadow may be his shadow.
Every knock may be his knock. Every shout may be his shout.

Jesus is Lord, my Redeemer ;How he loves me, how Ilove
him ;He is risen !He is coming !Lord, come quickly,
hallelujah !

Establish your hearts.

Your Opportunity To
Build Own Library!
Th is mouth we o f fe r ano ther

e x c e l l e n t b o o k ,

THE BIBLE”, written by Harvey
Childress. You will love to posses
this book which not only give some
background in fo rmat ion on what
original Christianity was like, and
how man drifted away from it,
but also shows it is possible to go
b a c k t o i t .

“ B A C K T O

Just send us apos tage s tamp
worth paise 25 only and we will
send you this book free !
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STT, “Jf ^T'Rt i f ? r
TT ^??T^T ^ % ¥ 7
^^T «TT JT|T ^?r^ ^rPfrsrrJT ^^'Vfeqr ^Ti-^fJrift Jr

2TT I?r>T, ̂ ?ftf?rzTT ̂ T ̂ eJr^ 5STTfft2T ̂ |?TT |,
?TSTJq; ^STpff ^X ^^rir^TiTT ^?r^^T I ^

tTT qs^ I, fqr q??fVf?nTT^

f«T5?r^'tfqjqt q?t qrqftfeqr, I{I ; ( f q - ? ? r ^ -
'̂tfqTqf r.?) IPet qr̂ f̂ if̂ fqrqf qr> f̂ =qR Jf T q̂rT qT ?̂r ̂

“5̂  q?t ir̂ fV^ HTTt q?qpf?mmt ̂ 'V qr>T ̂q-JT q̂̂ TT i” (Ttfqqf
I?ffesqft<iT ̂ srqqftr̂ qrqq q t̂ q^̂ q? Jr ?rT?r'\qT q^T" ?qer

q^T ̂ <qq' ̂ qrr |i

q«qV qr qjqftftrqr q^| snf^qqr %^q ^Pr^mR
^5qq' qftqlf %fJrqrqrT |f c^qr |f5r?|f ^^?r# ?rr?rT?r'T
q t̂ RR Î «rr ̂ ?rq?)- ̂ r ̂ qrrr |(t
qTR ?Hqq %qqr trsp |t r?TT
qrqr'tfeqrl i(^fqrPrqf i

qfq Rq qq^f rtt qqrt |f ^q^^fqqiqli %if r^r r^Jt
|, ^qqR Ifqr qrrq fpr^rq ^qif? q?f qTqqff qrr qf irt% f^qq
if R-q^ % Rq qi^qqr #% q? qqrJr qqffqr qq ^qqq?r
qfff qpRq I IqprpTqq, qfq qrq qqf^ qff qr^fHR %
qr^ if qR^ %^=5®qr |qf qr^ if Rqqff %qq qr^qq ^qfqq
Rqq?TTf qqqs'qf 11 qi^qq %rt q?qftfqqT %ifq^R qqi qqfffqR
^qrqpqq qR Rq %fqqq ^|f ^q q|f qRql qTR qq
^q ^qrqlfqqr ^qqRf q^f q7Tqf|i (^ q'f^fqgq
Rqq ?:RK) I

fq qrqffqR qft ?qq qqf^ %?qifqq f^R |(q#
qqqJrq qqT if, |o qo if i(qf^qt ^) i?qR qq qq q^ fqr

q q i

qr^T,

I q i

I^q q| ^qq q> q|^^ |
I(? ^fTfRqf V:V) IqfT q|t



I(I 0 II ^ i t i i f e i S l f e £
'lfei23iS ^iii-^LJS :^kh lit I Mh JiJtJiz ^kk lys

‘I 2ah ^lnyfe2ajt IfeJiyili Itt ^it ^IHS^ tkt^ts Itkjtilt Ih
Jitlti tiEj I(U:>; JiiBJ'hJ^) 11 iHJ lyit II|l \kik ^tit
itil Initt <1 itifeb ^tls l£i Itt It tIJihIJi tB % | t t t i ^

< tb ^J3 :a t t t t j t s i f e ^ t ^ t j l a t I I I t J i j y ^ I t i l
iiktJtJ ItJ^JtiJi iiltl | l t I h i t i t i t i k j t j ^ l l t l i

I ( i ^ : x l t i j t )
II^tli ilfetii ihJE I t l t l ^ l i a I t t l t l J i l i t l y j t I I
1^ it i tyi i lyit i t j It ^itt jy^ lyit t i tt j i i i<t

lit ml It tt J i t t i j i i i ) I J t t j y ^ 4 I
1^ -tjitt i\p 0 Iiiit 1^ ^
I Jttijt) {‘iliil JLttAi) I^ I t i i j y ^ i f e ^ i f e i t s ^ i i

ittj^tife lyit lit ^ittji]^ ifeb iitmt] tt ^lyi' (^ ^
;x kikh ^ JLtiJt) ^:^ml± |lym i^t<^ titt ifetl

IIii^>^ ^It tt yt tm I(e\x:Ji jLtyt) ^%U£ ttj
mtj ^ittjiiiit ^2414 It 11^1 iikk£i t^ti tiiflijt‘(i=4

4t2jt) % itis 4it jtit ̂ tii (^ ̂ 41 tait 2t4t i2j£)
^^1^ Ititjtt 24t ‘(012 :o^ y2tj42) ^^iit 2iih4tt kk^k
‘{o'^-.e^i 4tijt) ̂ ^Jiitj tt ̂ 4tit ̂ hk ‘(^:U ymiitM) ̂ ^i-fe
tltitj 2t M'(e^i:°i 4tliJ42) %^tt 4<fe liklhkk \k ^I
4± iititiit ^4tt h\h It It 2413; ^^t titt ittj4i^'t
1412 t:^t2J^ii %ttj It lilit IB^ ̂ 1 Itb Btl| ij 4ttJ 4^ijt

I t

2 < f e t l t

I4t |I tt tt 412 B4tiB
itiij4j2ife itjtm t|t 1^4^ It ^111 Itithiti 4feii^ 4t4tt

ml ItJtjb ‘2kk It^Jtit t±2m tfeBi m2t II|lt ltliJ4J21fe
uUo>jkK= ifeb §t b2tt kl 24JS 4^ t±2m ̂ litiiJjli ̂ t 11
jlu ltBJ4l2ik 4fe titt^ It 4BJli^ 241s ml ilt ̂ tiBtil ltl2m
UtBi Ilife tatJi tit 4BitJ. k24t ̂ fehlt k%42^ 4^ kltBJ412;t !tj

LZ
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sr^ %trf^ ?rvrT ^ | ^ o :
vs) I?rsiPT^ (:^ d^JTr«TJTH ^:U), stt^vtt ^
% (? f^rftH^jftfwf K;?v3), TTsrqr ?rr^ %(^f?nff !^:
?^), srvT-TTt^r if tttjt %f?r^ (?H), ^
% ? ^WfqJTf l\:R), |lir II

'TT^^-?: =^|^T I^?r% ?f?rrK ^^r^r^r a ' « i T
vj?T% srf^ v)Tf^^ ̂ of ̂ 1 I(^r?riff VR^) I^'tf^rirr ̂

^qiTr^R SR-K ^^v?TT
^vqr ?TT^?qTOr ^Tl-ff^ ^ft’ff ^g-^weTT ^RTT11 V-R'̂ ) I
^3ft f^5^T?ft ^|ft vj;:| sffqq qJT STF^ ^t^TT I
(SRnftr^^m ^^:?o ; rr̂  :̂ y_) I

ITHt| qft ̂ f̂tr̂ TiTT I—STViT qft ̂ eft%JTT =ir̂  trqjin̂
|f3T?r% qr^ if ?rrq qr^q^r Jf q? 11 ^

?ftq: qtfeiT, ?ftT ?rq?q qfq^ i%qqr qqt ?nq #qr^ftfqqT
%qq?q iffr i

qq> qf ?qqx
xqi?ft qiq qqr 5r;q qqq-q qqr^^ tfqq qft qf

I?ri3r ̂ %q?r R'jl q^T qrqx fsq^s ̂ qqR qqqt qfq
q^q qrtfqq iqiqr feqrq ̂ Rfr qqq q^ ̂ rq^q f^ri'" fq? q^
feqrq "^qrqft ^q” %fqq ^qr qr Tir 11

q ? q q r

q ^ q q q q i q n ;
o

qfqq ^=;U, q|



Radio Sr i lanka Broadcasts
ENGLISH—The Voice of TryfA—Speaker ;Reggie Gnana-

s u n d a r a m

All correspondence should be sent to The Voice of Truth,
Post Box 3815, New Delhi 110049.
Sundays—10 :15 to 10 :30 P.M.
Frequencies—(1)15,120 KHZ, 19 Meter Band ;1OOK W

(2) 11,725 KHZ, 25 Meter Band ;100 KW
(3) 7,190 KHZ, 41 Meter Band, 10 KW

Tuesday—9 :30 to 9:45 A.M.
Frequencies :(1) 11,724 KHZ, 25 Meter Band ;lOOKW

(2) 15,128 KHZ, 19 Meter Band ;lOOKW
(3) 6,075 KHZ, 49 Meter Band, 10 KW

HINDI—Gojpe/ Tra/Zi—Speaker :Sunny David
All correspondence should be sent to Gospel Truth, Post
Box 3815, New Delhi 110049.
Tuesdays—8 :45 to 9:15 P.M.
Fridays—8 :45 to 9:15 P.M.
Frequencies —(1) 11,800 KHZ ;25 Meter Band :100 KW

(2) 7,190 KHZ ;49 Meter Band ;50 KW
(3) 6,075 KHZ, 49 Meter Band, 10 KW

TELUGU—The Voice of Jru/A—Speaker :Joshua Gootam
All correspondence should be sent to The Voice of Truth,
Post Box 80, Kakinada 533001.
Mondays—2 :30 to 2:45 P.M.
Wednesdays—2 :30 to 2;45 P.M.
Frequencies—(1) 11, 800 KHZ; 25 Meter Band; 100 KW

(2) 7,190KHZ, 49 Meter Band, 50 KW
TAMIL—T/je Way of Truth—Speaker :P. R. Swamy

All correspondence should be sent to The Way of Truth,
Post Box 3301, Bangalore 560033.
Tuesdays—5 :30 to 5:45 P.M.
Thursdays—6 ;45 to 7:00 P.M.
Frequencies ;(1) 11,800 KHZ ;25 Meter Band ;

1 0 0 K W
(2) 7,190 KHZ, 49 Meter Band, 50 KW

A L L A R E E N C O U R A G E D T O L I S T E N
Bible Correspondence Courses and Christian Literature

are available in these different languages from the addresses
listed. 
Printed at :Pioneer Fine Art Press, Delhi-6
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