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V o l . 7 N o . 4

The Church and Its Money
N o . 1

It would be possible for the church to exist and carry on a
limited work without having to deal with money. For instance,
should the members be village people and not have any finan¬
cial income then naturally they would be unable to give any
money. In that case they might give of their farm products
to help their preacher or those in need. They might likewise
give of their time or might be willing to labour to construct a
building for the church to meet in or to help in other ways.
The church generally, however, like any other group, body, or
organization, depends on the money it receives from its mem¬
bers to do i t s work .

Most people here in India evidently do not understand
where the church gets its money. The average person must
think that it is aplace where you can always go to get
money but it is never necessary to put anything back into it.
Often time the members think like this. Especially if aforeig¬
ner is with the local church then most people conclude that
the church is rich. This, and other reasoning, is false. The
church has funds available in direct proportion to the way
the members give.
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The Lord’s church is made up of human beings, those who
have come to know the truth, to believe it, repent of their
sins, confess Christ as the Son of God, and to be baptized for
the remission of their sins. (Romans 10:17; Mark 16:16; Mat¬
thew 10 :32 ;Acts 2:38). On doing so they are added to the
church that Christ built (Acts 2:47) and as members enjoy
all of the blessings that the Father bestows upon his children
but also they likewise have all of the duties and responsibilities
that go along with such amembership. (Ephesians 1:3;
John 4:24 ;Romans 12 :1, 2;1Corinthians 15 :58).

As aChristian, and as amember of Christ’s church, one
has aresponsibility both to God and to the church. One of
those duties or responsibilities is to give back to God each
first day of the week aportion of that which one has earned
during the previous week. Of course if one has not profited
any during the past week then he is not expected to give,
if one can give, it should go to the church. The God of
heaven has asked his people to assemble each first day of the
week for the purpose of worship. (Hebrews 10 :25 ;Acts
20 :7). When this is done, each Christian is to give or lay
by in store as God has prospered him. Paul wrote the
Christians at Corinth, “Now concerning the collection for
the saints, as 1have given order to the churches of Galatia
even so do ye. Upon the first day of the week let every one
of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that
there be no gatherings when Icome.’
Please note carefully what Paul said :

1. It was to be done on the first day of the week or each
Sunday.

2. Every one was to give, that is, each individual
C h r i s t i a n .

3. Each one was to lay by in store or take what he had to
the meeting place,
from the members, the goods or money would be used
in the Lord's work according to the wishes of the
church .

B u t

(1 Corinthians 16:1,2).

With acollection being taken
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4. Each one was to give as God had prospered him. That
meant that the giving would vary from person to per¬
son. It was understood that if an individual had been
blessed during the past week then that meant that God
had blessed him with what he had. But what does it

mean to give as you have been prospered ?Maybe
this will help. When we go back to the Old Testament
period we note that the Jews had to give one tenth of
all of their earnings and this was called atithe,
we are not living under the old law but it would seem
that since we live under abetter law that we would
want to give as much as the Jews gave and no doubt
even far beyond that. But it is up to each individu 1
to decide how much he has been prospered and th ,n
to give according to that. You cannot tell me how
much Imust give and neither can Itell you. But listen
to me—the Lord knows what you and Iearn and if we
fail to give as we should then he is going to be very
unhappy with us.

5. Paul said that the giving should be done so that on his
arrival there would be no need for special gatherings
for the purpose of giving.

Paul also writes the Corinthian brethren this injunction :
“But this Isay, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also
sparingly ;and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also
bountifully. Every man according as he purposeth in his
heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity :for God
loveth acheerful giver
all, the principle of sowing and reaping is brought up to esta¬
blish the fact that it is understood by all that the more you
sow, the more you will reap, but the less you sow, the less you
reap. This is not only true in the physical world but in the
spiritual world as well. The Lord said that if we will put his
kingdom and his righteousness first that all of the material
things that we need will be supplied. (Matthew 6:33). But
going on he stresses these major points :

1. Every man, that is, every Christian is to give, provided
he is able to do so.

N o w

(2 Corinthians 9:6,7). First ofs >
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He is to purpose in his heart what he is going to give.
Be deliberate about it. Make up your mind before

are going to give and

2 .

arriving at worship what you
then follow through.
The giving is not to be done grudgingly ;one should
not feel that he is being forced ;he should not give

Rather, it should be based wholly

3 .

w i t h r e s e n t m e n t ,

on the fact that the individual giving is doing so
because he wants to give. He should not give and
later be sorry for it.

4. Neither should he give merely because of feeling the
necessity of doing so. He should not do it out of the
spirit of keeping the letter of the law, but it should be
done on avoluntary basis. There should be adesire
to give with pleasure and satisfaction being derived
from having given. Paul said that the Lord said it is
more blessed to give than to receive.

5. Finally, God stresses how He loves acheerful giver.
In order to be acheerful giver, though, one must
give on the grounds that God wants it this way and
with the giver finding delight in carrying out his will.
If one gives otherwise then his giving will be rejected
by the Lord.

Often, one wonders how he can possibly have enough to
take care of his needs and then have enough left over to give
God something. This is simple. Put God first. Decide what
you are going to give, based on your earnings, and then take
that out for God. If you take care of your needs and then
try to find something for God then you will be afailure at
giving. As amatter of fact, this is the way most people do it
and therefore they are playing the hypocrite. How can you
be aChristian and put yourself before God ?How can you be
aChristian and not obey the Lord ?

Sometimes it is argued, “If Ihad more Iwould give more.”
But listen, if you are faithful in little you will be faithful in
much but if you are unfaithful in little then you would be
unfaithful to the Lord regardless of how much you might have.

(Acts 20 :35).
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(Luke 16 :10). Please don’t excuse yourself therefore on
what you might do if you were rich. Instead, ask yourself,

What am Idoing with what Ihave ?” The Lord will judge
you on how you handle what you have instead of how you
would handle what you had if you were rich.

The church is unlike other bodies and organizations in that
it has no source for funds except through the giving that is
done by its members. It is necessary therefore for the mem¬
bers to give or otherwise they end up being counted by God
as thieves and robbers. Furthermore, only as its members
give, is the church in position to do the work that it is told to

( i

d o .

Next month we will have another article on this subject.
Please study these matters seriously and continue with us in
this series of studies as we consider another aspect of the
Church and its Money.

a s s o c i a t e
e d i t o r i a t

The Sin Of Presumption
David, in praying to God, in Psalms 19 :13 said, “Keep

back thy servant also from presumptuous sins ;let them not
have dominion over me :then shall Ibe upright, and Ishall
be innocent from the great transgression.” What is apresum¬
ptuous sin, however ?Nothing illustrates so well than the
story of king Uzziah, as found in the twentysixth chapter of
2Chronicles. King Uzziah, in those days, was amighty king,
as described to us in the first few verses of this chapter. The
scripture says, “And his name spread far abroad ;for he
marvellously helped, till he was strong.” (Vs. 15).

But then, as the wise man said, in Proverbs 16 :18, “Pride
goeth before destruction, and ahaughty spirit before afall.” So

w a s
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we read in 2Chronicles chapter 26 beginning from 16th verse,
“But when he was strong, his heart was lifted up to his

transgressed against the Lord his God,
and went into the temple of the Lord to burn insence. And
Azariah the priest went in after him and with him fomscorepriests of the Lord, that were valiant men: And they withstood
Uzziah the King, and said unto him, It appertaineth not
unto thee, Uzziah, to burn incense unto the Lord, but to the
priests the sons of Aaron, that are consecrated to burn

out of the sanctuary ;for thou hast trespas-
be for thine honour from the Lord
wroth, and had acenser in his hand to

wroth with the priests, the

destruction :for he

i n c e n s e : g o

sed :neither shall it
God. Then Uzziah was
burn incense :and while he was
leprosy even rose up in his forehead before the priests in the
house of the Lord, from beside the incense altar. And Azanah
the chief priest, and all the priests, looked upon him, and be¬
hold, he was leprous in his forehead, and they thrust him out
from thence ;yea, himself hasted also to go out. because the
Lord had smitten him. And Uzziah the king was aleper unto
the day of his death, and dwelt in aseparate house, being a

off from the house of the Lord :and
the kings house, judging the people ofleper ;for he was cut

Jotham his son was over
t h e L a n d . ”

The fact is, king
priests, the sons of Aaron, to burn incense upon the altar. It

of worship under the Old Testament law of Moses,
But Uzz iah was

Uzziah knew that it .was the duty of the

was an ac t

and the Lord had specifically commanded it.
filled with pride, he did not even care what the Lord has said.
And even when the priests came in and reminded him that the
Lord has not permitted him to do that act in the temple, ne

He did not even want to listen to them, because
much lifted up with pride. He did not

w a s a n g r y
h i s h e a r t w a s s o

realize, however, that the Lord who had so much blessed him,
can also make him abegger on the street, and worse than that
aleper. No doubt, the wise man has said, “Pride goeth before
destruction, and ahaughty spirit before afall.” King Uzziah
was guilty of the sin of presumption.

But when we look around people of our days we find so
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ttiany of them guilty of the very same sin. For instance, the
people who oppose such aplain teaching of the Bible that
baptism is for the forgiveness of sins. There are thousands of
people who claim to be the followers of Jesus and preachers
and teachers of God’s word. But yet they believe, preach
and teach that baptism has nothing to do with ones salvation.
They even oppose them who believe or teach so. And yet the
Bible declare, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved, but he that believeth not shall be damned.” (Mark
16:16). And, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and
ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” (Acts 2:38). Is it
not plain enough to understand ?

Also those who practice sprinkling for baptism are guilty
in the same way. The fact is, baptism does not in any way
mean sprinkling or pouring. Baptism means, to dip, to
immerse, to bury. And this is very plainly taught in the Bible,
listen “Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized
into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore we
are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as
Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father,
even so we also should walk in newness of life.” (Romans
6:3,4). And, “BURIED with him in baptism, wherein also
ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of
God, who hath raised him from the dead.” (Colossians 2:12).

Then what about those who sprinkle, or supposedly baptise,
infants? Surely, they are not safe too. They also are pre¬
sumptuously sinning against the Lord. Because the Bible very
plainly teaches that before baptism one must be taught
(Matthew 28:19), and one must believe in Christ (Mark 16:16),
and one must repent of his sins (Acts 2:38), and must confess
Jesus as the Son of God (Acts 8:36-38).

Ihave mentioned these few scriptures just to cause you
to go back to your New Testament and read them, and see
for yourself where you stand on these matters. Of course
there may be several of my readers, and preachers and teachers,
who may just not care what have been said, because they are
not humble enough like David who said, “Keep back thy
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Icall your attentionservant also from presumptuous sins...
to the fact, my friends, EIGHTYONE priests were unable to
persuade Uzziah to restrain himself from violating God’s law
regarding the burning of incense upon the altar; and no
doubt, what have been said through this article, and no number
of faithful preachers and teachers of God’s word can change

B u t Itoday many professing Christians on these matters,
hope and pray that you will sincerely think on these things,
and humbly submit to the Lord to do his will.

Remember too, today the Lord is not instantly punishing
them who violate his commandments, like he did with Uzziah.
But he has clearly told us, and warned us, in these words,
He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one

that judgeth him: the Word that Ihave spoken, the same shall
judge him in the last day.” (John 12:48).

a

The Kingdom
Mark H. Nunley

We hear much about the kingdom now adays. It is a
subject that much is being said about by different religious
people. But sadly enough most of what people believe and

saying about the kingdom is not taught in the Bible.
Most people seem to believe that the kingdom is yet future,

that Jesus will establish His kingdom at His second coming.
Involved in this is the Rapture, the Tribulation, the literal
thousand year reign on earth beginning at the second coming,
the restoration of the old Roman Empire, the restoration of
the Jewish nation in Palestine with Jesus ruling and reigning
from Jerusalem. But the Bible teaches NONE of these ideas !

Those who teach the above things use to prove them by Old
Testament prophesies about the kingdom and the Jews that
ALREADY have been fulfilled. Yes, the Old Testament tells us
that the Jews would come back from captivity, but by reading
on throughout the Old Test, record and checking secular his¬
tory we see that its being fulfilled at different times when God

a r e
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delivered them from their captors. Iknow of NO prophecy
in the Bible which teaches (when properly understood) areturn
of a l l o f the Jews to Palest ine.

Those who teach the above things misapply the things said
by Jesus in Matthew 24 and 25. To them, everything in
Matthew 24 is aprophecy of what will happen ashort time be¬
fore Jesus comes again. BUT that is not all that Jesus is
talking about. Notice Matt. 24:3 “And as He sat upon the
mount of Olives, the disciples came unto Him privately, say¬
ing, Tell us, when shall these things be? (What things? See
verses 1and 2where Jesus fo re to ld the des t ruc t i on o f t he
temple, and see Matt. 23:37-39 where Jesus had just foretold
the destruction of the entire city of Jerusalem) And what
shall be the sign of Thy coming, and of the end of the world?’'

So Jesus was answering three questions in Matthew 24 and
25, namely, When will Jerusalem be destroyed? What will be
the sign of the Lord’s coming? What would be the sign of
the end of the world? So to apply everything in Matt. 24 and
25 to the second coming of Christ is to take scriptures out of
their context and misapply them. We need to be extrem¬
ely careful in our interpretation of which things answer
each of the three questions because the things said by Jesus
are not broken down into three distinct, clear-cut, answers.

Those people who teach the aforementioned things also do
not know what the kingdom is. The kingdom is already here.
If people will receive what Jesus says. He tells us what the
kingdomis in Matthew 16:18-19, “And Isay also unto thee.
That thou art Peter, and upon this rock Iwill build My
church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And
Iwill give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and
whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in hea¬
ven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed
i n h e a v e n ,

kingdom’’ inter-changeably. Why? Because the church and
the kingdom basically are the same thing.

It is true that in some eases the word kingdom in the Bible

5 J

Jesus used the wo rd “ chu rch ” and the wo rd
( (
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refers to heaven, but in most cases it refers to the church.
And we find the church being established in Acts 2on that day
when Peter preached the Gospel terms of pardon thus using
the keys of the kingdom to admit people into the church or
kingdom on the first day of Pentecost following the Lord’s
assension in to heaven. And Col . 1 :13 and Rev. 1 :9 le t us
know that Christians are already in the kingdom instead of
it being something future. Please read these verses from your
Bible if you doubt that the kingdom already exists and that
Christians are in it NOW.

The idea of the rapture cannot be true because of Rev. 1:7.
Instead of the coming of Jesus being secret to snatch away
the saved of earth to take them with Him and to leave the
wicked here for the tribulation, the Bible says in Rev. 1:7,
●‘Behold, He cometh with clouds; and EVERY EYE SHALL
SEE HIM, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds
of the earth shall wail because of Him. Even so. Amen.
Jesus is not coming secretly, but everyone who has ever lived
and is living at that time will see Him coming in the clouds.
Notice what Jesus said about His coming in Matt. 24:27. “For

the lightening cornelh out of the east, and shineth even
unto the west: SO SHALL ALSO THE COMING OF THE

Jesus is coming once to claim the righ-

a s

S O N O F M A N B E .
teous and to punish the wicked, and everyone will see Him
when He comes! See John 5:22-29 along with these things.

The folks who teach the above things also mis-understand
the reign of Christ. Instead of reigning upon the earth at
the second coming, Jesus Christ is reigning over His kingdom
upon the throne of David right now. Notic that Peter told
the Jews on Pentecost that God raised Jesus up to sit upon
the throne of David at the resurrection when Jesus went back
into heaven to sit on the right hand of God—Acts 2:25-36.
Instead of reigning at the second coming, Jesus is going to
give up His reign then to God as He delivers His kingdom
(church) up to God— ICor. 15:24-26. And instead of the
earth being here to be reigned over, the earth will burn up
and be destroyed at the second coming— II Pet. 3:7-14. Please
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look up these references in the Bible to see what they say.
The Bible says in IPeter 4:11,

speak as the oracles of God.
posing as religious teachers with great followings who need to
restudy what the Bible says about the kingdom and to start
speaking as the Bible speak.

You may be asking, How do Iget into the kingdom? Peter
told those folks on Pentecost, “Repent, and be baptized
everyone of you in the name of Jesus Chiist FOR the remis¬
sion (i.e. forgiveness) of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of
Holy Ghost.” On that day about 3000 were baptized into
Christ for the purpose of washing their sins away, and because
of that the Lord added them to the church (the kingdom)
See Acts 2:37-47.

Are you ready to become apart of the kingdom of God’s
dear Son today? We stand ready at all hours to assist you.

If any man speak let hi
...” So there are some people

m

Salvation by Grace
“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of

yourselves; it is the gift of God: not of works lest any
should boast.” (Eph. 2:8,9).

m a n

No religious faith in the world offers man the hope of recon¬
ciliation with God and the assurance of afuture life in glory
as does the teaching of Jesus Christ. All religions, including
the Law of Moses found in the Old Testament, have s o m e

system whereby man must some-how counterbalance his sins
through his good works. The Apostle Paul, however, shows,
in the book of Romans, that no such system can
from their sins or make them acceptable before God.
have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23),
Only perfect obedience to the law could make one acceptable
to God on the basis of law.

s a v e m e n

A l l

In Gal. 3:10 the Apostle Paul
“For all who rely on works of the law are under a

Cursed be every one who does not
abide by all things written in the book of the law, and do

w r o t e :

curse; for it is written,
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This seems to indicate that only aperfect obedience
If one should so

them,
could effect salvation through works of law.

He who does themkeep laws, then as Paul wrote (v. 12),
shall live by them.” He made the same statement in Rom.
10:5. He is saying that if one actually keeps alaw perfectly,
then he deserves eternal life by virtue of his having done so,

has earned his salvation, his “wages are not reckoned as a
gift but as his due.” (Rom. 4:4) Thus in the passage in Gala¬
tians 3verse 11 he says, “Nowit is evident that no man is
justified before God by the law.” This is the same conclusion
he made in Romans 3:20:
in his sight by works of the law.

cannot hope to be saved upon the ground of their own
“They are justified by his grace as agift.

H e

No human being will be justified
Because all are sinners

a n d

merits,
through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus.

Paul says,

Since man is asinner, and the sense of guilt is strong in
his conscience, his greatest spiritual need is freedom from sin

Although men try to eliminate guiltand aclean conscience,

by denying the reality of sin, moral degeneracy only multiplies
the guilt and greater unhappiness is the consequence. On the
other hand, apuritanism which is rigid in moral observance,
still cannot cleanse the conscience. Legalism leads the truly

soul to despair, and the hypocrite to phariseeism. It
one understands the meaning of grace that he

e a r n e s t

is only when
can find peace with God.
grace, not of our works, and because of this we can have hope.
We may place our trust in god's mercy, not in our own achi¬
evements, and because of this we can have assurance.

Salvation is agift; it is of God's

This is what the Apostle Paul teaches in Romans 3.
fourth chapter he shows that even Abraham was saved by faith
and not by works. If he had been saved by works, then his
justification would be adebt which God would owe him. But
since his justification is of faith, then it is clear that grace is
the ground of his hope. Paul writes, “to one who trusts
Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is reckoned as righte¬
ousness’' (Rom. 4:5).

Since no one has lived aperfect life, except for Jesu^ him¬
self, and no one does so, not even mature and devout Chris-

I n t h e
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tians—the hope of enternal life on the basis of law kept, is
impossible. When the Christian is confident of salvation,
therefore, he is not boasting of his own righteousness, or achi¬
evement (Rom. 3:27), but is only demonstrating his faith, his
trust in God sgrace. His faith is reckoned to him as righte¬
ousness. Faith, which one has, is accepted in lieu of righte¬
ousness, or perfection, which he does not have,
those whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are
c o v e r e d ,

eousness which is from God by faith,
made possible through the offering of Christ as an expiation,
through His blood as asin offering,
his blood. This expiation of our sins is to be received by faith.
(Rom. 3:25)

The nature of Christian faith has sometimes been mis¬
understood. The question of the relationship of Christian
works to faith has been especially troublesome. When Paul
writes, “God reckons righteousness apart from works” (Rom.
4:6), some conclude that Christian works are unnecesssary in
God's plan of salvation. On the other hand, when James
writes, “A man is justified by works and not by faith alone
(Jas. 2:24), some conclude that salvation is obtained by faith
plus works. That seems to say God does part of it and the
sinner does part of it. But James would not have contended
that salvation is half given by God and half earned by man !
He was dealing with adifferent problem than that which
cerned Paul in Romans. Paul argued that we are justified by
faith apart from works, because he was making it clear that
the ground of our hope, the basis of our justification, is grace.
Thus we have hope and assurance in spite of our imperfec¬
tions. James, on the other hand, is showing that true faith i;
aliving, active faith,
in good works is dead. But these works do not become the
basis of our hope. The person who would stand before God
and point to his works as the basis for salvation would be
hopeless. Perhaps this is the very reason so many “Christians”
do not have any confidence in their salvation. But Paul has
shown that because Christ is our hope (Col. 1:27), and His

“ B l e s s e d a r e

(Rom. 4:7) In this way we are clothed in the right-
This redemption is

Our sins are covered by

> >

c o n -

i s

Faith which does not demonstrate itself
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blood is the ground of our justification, we can have astrong
confidence of eternal glory.

True faith must inevitably lead to repentance. True faith
must find its issue in obedience.
God’s mercy revealed in the Gospel. There is no real faith
without submission, an earnest desire to do the will of God.
“For the grace of God has appeared for the salvation of all
men, teaching us to renounce irreligion and worldly passions,
and to live sober, upright, and godly lives in this world, awai¬
ting our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great
God and Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to
redeem us from all iniquity and to purify for himself apeople
of his own who are zealous for good deeds.

Faith is man’s response to

(Titus 2:11-14).» >

The Bible and Alcohol
Fifty-Two Bible References on the Evils of Drinking

Gen. 9:20-27. Agreat man suffered tragic consequences
through his drunkeness.
Gen. 19:30-38. Drunkenness resulted in Lot’s debauchery
of his daughters.
Lev. 10:8-11. The Lord commanded Aaron and his sons
not to drink either wine or strong drink while rendering
service for God.
Num. 6:3. The vow of the Nazarite, excluded drinking
wine and strong drink.
Deut. 21:20. Drinking is one of the attributes of astub¬
born, rebellious, and disobedient son.
Judges 13:4,7,14. Samson’s mother was expressly comman¬
ded by the angel of the Lord not to drink wine or strong
dr ink .
ISamuel 25:36-38. Nabal, achurlish, evil, drinking man
was smitten by the Lord.

8. II Samuel 11:13. By the use of strong drinking David tried
to deceive Uriah.

9. II Samuel 13:28-29. Amnon was murdered by the servants
of his brother, Absalom, while drinking.

1.

2 .

3 .

4 .

5 .

6 .

7 .
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10. IKings 16:8-10. While Elah, King of Israel, was “drink¬
ing,” one of his captains who had conspired against him,
k i l l e d h i m .

11. IKings 20:13-21. While Ben-haded, King of Syria, and
thirty-two other kings were drinking themselves drunk
in their pavilions, asmall band of Israelites fell upon the
Syrians and put them to flight.

12. Esther 1:5-22. After aweek’s feasting and drinking King
Ahasuerus drunkenly tried to subject Vashti, his queen, to
the beastly gaze of the inebriated people and princes.

13. Proverbs 20:1. Nowise person will allow himself to be
deceived by wine which is amocker or by strong drink
w h i c h a b r a w l e r .

14. Proverbs 21:17, 23:21. Drinking leads to poverty.

15. Proverbs 23:29-30. Strong drink produced sorrow, wore,
contentions, babbling, wounds without cause and redness
of eyes.

16. Proverbs 23:21. An admonition to refrain from desiring
w i n e .

17. Proverbs 23:32. At the last alcohol bites like aserpent and
stings like an adder.

18. Proverbs 23:33. It fills men's minds with impure and pet-
verse thoughts.

19. Proverbs 23 :34. It brings on danger, accidents and
insecurity.

20. Proverbs 23:35. Insensibility follows drinking, rendering
man senseless; and it is habit forming so that the drinke.
upon awaking seeks it “yet again”.

21. Proverbs 31:4-5. Officials with the responsibility of human
life on their hands should not imbibe.

22. Ecclesiastes 2:3. The writer of Ecclesiastes tried strong
drink but in the end admitted that this too was vanity.
(Eccl. 2:11; 12:8)

23. Ecclesiastes 10:17. That nation is blessed whose leaders eat
for strength and refrain from drunkennes.
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24. Isa. 5:11-12. Woe is pronounced on those who give them¬
selves to strong drink.

2 5 . I s a . 5 : 2 2 .
d r u n k a r d s .

26. Isa. 28:1. Awoe is pronounced upon the drunkards of
Ephraim.

27. Isa. 28:3. The drunkards of Ephraim to be trodden down
and destroyed.

28. Isa. 28:7. Prophets and priests become incapable of spiri¬
tual leadership because of their drinking.

29. Isa. 56:12. Drinking accompanies foolish optimism and
the sinner’s vain hope that his sins will not find him out.

30. Jer. 25:5-8, 14,19. Rechabites who steadfastly held to total
abstinence assured of God’s continued blessings.

31. Dan. 1:5,8, 16,'10:3. Daniel who refused to drink the
king’s wine was especially blessed by the Lord.

32. Dan. 5:1-2. This is the tragic example of aking who drank
and who led his people to do likewise.

33. Dan. 5:3. Drinking led to profaning sacred things.
34. Dan. 5:25-28. Moral degradation, of which drinking is a

symptom, is ultimately punished by God.
35. Hosea 4:10-11. Strong drink and immorality go hand in

h a n d .

36. Hosea 7:5. The king by his drinking was not only made
sick but became amocker.

37. Joel 3:3. Yonng women were sold for the price of adrink.
38. Amos 4:1. Dissolute

for their dr ink.

39. Amos 6:3-6. The evil, idle rich who were given to imbi¬
bing wine were not concerned about the affliction of the
p o o r .

40. Hab. 2:5. Arrogance is inflamed by drink.
41. Hab. 2:15. It is wrong to lead another to drink.
42. Hab. 2:16. Drink leads to shame and humiliation.
43. Matt. 24:48-51. Drinking is not consistent with alertness.

Fur the r woe i s p ronounced upon the

women, oppressors of the poor, call
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44. Luke 1:15. Greatness of John the Baptist linked with his
t o t a l a b s t i n e n c e .

45. Luke 12:45. Christ warns against drunkenness.
46. Luke 21:34. Drinking prevents men from being prapered

for the judgment day.

47. Rom. 13:13. All are admonished to walk honestly, not in
rioting and drukenness.

48. ICor. 5:11. Christians forbidden to keep company with
abro ther who is adrunkard .

49. ICor. 6:10. No drunkard shall inherit the Kingdom of
G o d .

50. Gal. 5:21. Drunkenness prevents men from inheriting the
Kingdom of God.

51. Eph. 5:18. Christians commanded not to be drunk with
wine but filled with the spirit.

52. ITim. 3:3,8. Church leaders must be “not given to wine”.
Although there are many instances of drinking in the Bible

the whole weight of the Bible’s authority is against the mani¬
fold evils of beverage alcohol. Today Christian love makes a
tremendous appeal for believers everywhere to join in an effec¬
tive programme of total abstinence.

Women Preachers?
Mark H. Nunley

Is it Scriptural to have women preachers, song leaders, etc.
in our worship services ?The question is not what women’s
lib says !The question is not what do certain men and wo¬
men think !The question is not what do some churches
practice in regards to this !The question is WHAT DOES
T H E B I B L E S A Y ?

We have what the Bible says on the subject in two places
in the New Testament. Notice them with me :

ICor. 14 :34-35 “Let your women keep silence in the
churches :for it is not permitted unto them to speak ;but they
are commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the
law. And if they will learn anything, let them ask their



i s

husbands at home :for it is ashame for women to speak in the
c h u r c h . ”

1Tim. 2:11-12 “Let the woman learn in silence with all
subjection. But Isuffer not awoman to teach, nor to usurp
authority over the man, but to be in silence.

The Bible says that we must not have women preachers,
song leaders, etc., but the woman is to keep silence in the
church. So the issue gets down to whether we accept the
Bible or what men think in how we stand on this matter.

Does that mean that women can’t teach at any time ?NO.
The women are commanded to teach certain ones (see Titus
2:3-5). The only time that women
there are Christian men present (which eliminates having wo-

preachers). Certainly there is nothing wrong in awomen
teaching children or other women.

cannot teach is when

m e n

Does this mean that women connot sing in our worship
services ?NO. Women are commanded to sing since they

B u t i f a w o m a n
the men’s

Christians (see Eph. 5:19 &Col. 3:16).
lead the singing she would be usurping

a r e

w a s t o

authority (1 Tim. 2:11-12) ;she would be teaching men since
singing is ameans of teaching (see Eph. 5:19 &Col. 3:16);
and she would be failing to keep silence in the church as the
Lord expects (I Cor. 14 :34-35).

Some object to this position by saying that the early church
did not use the women publically because of the customs and

of the day but that the church today does not findc u l t u r e

itself in the same kind of culture. But that has nothing to do
with the matter. The writers of the Bible were directly guided
by the Eloly Spirit in what they wrote down. What you read
in the Bible is the message that God has given to mankind. And
what the custom is or is not for aparticular age or time does
not have anything to do with it.

Notice these verses with me in regards to what we have just
said :

II Pet. 1:20-21 “Knowing this first, that no prophecy of
the Scripture is of any private interpretation. For the prophecy
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came not in old time by the will of man :but holy men of God
spake as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.

> J

But Icertify you, brethren,
that the Gospel which was preached of me is not after man.
For Ineither received it of man, neither was Itaught it, but
by the revelation of Jesus Christ.

P a u l s a i d i n G a l . 1 : 1 1 - 1 2

» J

Matt. 15:3 “Why do ye also transgress the commandment
of God by your tradition ?

M a r k 7 : 7 - 8

? >

Howbeit in vain do they worship Me,
teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. For
laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition
o f m e n J >

In ALL matters let us go back to the Bible to see what it
says because agreat deal is taught and practiced religiously that
i s n o t f o u n d i n t h e B i b l e .

H idden Treasure
Jesse Brown

Matt. 13:44—“Again, the KINGDOM of HEAVEN is like
unto treasure hid in afield ;the which when aman hath
found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all
that he hath, and buyeth that field.

Our lesson is taken from the verse below. Mat. 15:44. Note
that Christ has only one field (Matthew 20 :1-16) in which the
t r e a s u r e i s h i d d e n . T h i s t r e a s u r e e x c e e d s t h o s e o f t h e e n t i r e

world (Matt. 16 :26) because of its nature and everlasting
quality. To possess this treasure one must waste no time
digging in other fields-only the one of Christ. Before this can
be done one must have legal right to do so by giving up other
fields (Matt. 13 :44-46) in order to get into the one containing
the treasure (salvation). When one “owns” this fields (church)-
being added by Jesus, he can feel secure in the possession of
its treasure (John. 5:24), but must hunt and dig each day to
profit from it (Phil. 2:12 ;Luke 9:23). The amount of
treasure you find depends greatly on your attitude or relation¬
ship to God the Creator, for He “hides” it from those who
trust in worldly conceit and wisdom, but reveals it to the
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opposite—babes (Matt. 11 :25). Spiritual treasure can only be
found by those having God’s spirit (I Cor. 2;12).

So, in order to secure this greatest of all treasures, we
must first study well the "treasure map” in which the owner
reveals its location. There is only one map made by owner
and this is the Bible (ll Tim. 3:15; Rom. 1:16). This map
will clearly define the one field in which the treasure is safely
kept from dishonest, insincere or careless seekers (Isa. 35 ●● 8;
Mat. 7:13,21 ;7:6). This one field is referred to as His
kingdom in Matt. 20 :1;13:24,44. His kingdom is his
c h u r c h ( M t . 1 6 : 1 8 - 1 9 ; H e b . 1 2 : 2 3 , 2 8 ; C o l . 1 : 1 3 ) ,
therefore this treasure (salvation) can be found only in his
church Ac. 2:47 ;Eph. 5:23). When we have discovered from
the Bible which is the right field (church), we must then
realize the need of daily digging for the treasures God has for
us each day (Luke 9:23 Matt. 6:11; Heb. 3:13; Phil.2:12).
This daily "digging” is in the form of Bible study (II Tim.
2:15; John 5:39), and worship including good works (Heb.
2:12 ;13 :10 ;Rom. 12 :1).

In the present world of religious division and confusion, it
is disturbing to see so many honest souls who have obeyed
the Gospel (believing, confessing, repenting, and being bapti¬
zed), yet failing to understand what field the Lord has placed
them in (Ac. 2:47 ;ICor. 12 :13).
zealously, sincerely and with all good conscience, but only to
be disappointed in the judgment day (Matt. 7:21-22 ;15 :9).
The reason for this is not in their work, for it is admirable ;
they love people, they preach with the Bible everywhere, they
do wonderful works-but in the fields of men who cannot give
salvation. For example, if Iam hired by aMr. Smith to work
in his one field, but 1do my good work in another field
(perhaps belonging to aMr. Johnson), Icannot expect Mr.
Smith to reward my work, even though this work, be the very
type 1had been asked to do.

So, as we do our “goodwork” carefully, let us check our
treasure map” (the New Testament, Christ’s “will”) just as

carefully to be sure that we are "digging” in Christ’s one field
where the treasure has been hidden. Let us worship in no

Many are digging

C <



ctiurcii which cannot be found in the N. Testament. Let us
remember that according to His map God has put our salva¬
tion in only the one place (field) of Christ, II Tm. 2:10;
Eph. 1:3; 2:16 ;5:23 ;Acts 4:12. Regardless of how
much one desires the treasure in this field, he must realize
that it can be entered by only one door (John 10 :9;Gal. 3:
27 ;ICor. 12 ;1.3).

The Tru th Abou t He l l
M a c L a y t o n

Because God does not want any to be lost (2 Pet. 3:9),
He has revealed abundant teachings on the subject of hell.
Though not pleasant to consider, yet it is avital part of the
Revelation of the Will of God. Hell is areal place. The
word for hell occurs over twelve times in the New Testament,
being used by Jesus eleven times. Have you ever seriously
considered what it will be like for those who enter this terrible
place ?Do you understand what it will be like if YOU
lost forever in hell ?

That we may be fully informed regarding the awful end of
those who enter the confines of this realm God has revealed in
the Bible full knowledge of this place of terror and punish¬
ment for those who know not God and obey not the Gospel. (2
Thess. 1:7-9.)

Here are the plain facts for all to see. Though it is ob¬
vious that the Scripture references regarding hell are symbolic
and figurative, yet we must also remember that the reality they
symbolize will be so much worse !In other words, the reality
is always more terrifying than the picture !

Will you read carefully, prayerfully, and seriously all the
Scripture references listed here ?Will you in reading ask
yourself, ‘Tn what direction am Igoing at this very moment,
to Heaven or hell ?

a r e

) 5

P e r s o n s o f H e l l

The Bible teaches the following will be in hell:
The devil and his angels. (Matt. 25 :41.)
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Dogs, sorcerers, murderers. (Rev. 22 :15.)
The filthy and unrighteous. (Rev. 22 :11.)
Indifferent Christians. (Heb. 2:2-3.)
Hardened in heart. (Rom. 2:5-8.)

Hypocrites. (Matt. 23 :25-28.)
P u n i s h m e n t o f H e l l

The Bible teaches that hell will be aplace of eternal punish¬
ment :

Aprepared place. (Matt. 25 :41.)
Alake of fire and brimstone. (Rev. 20 :15.)
Undying worms and fire unending. (Mark 9:48.)
Darkness and blackness. (Jude :13.)
Bottomless pit. (Rev. 20 :1.)
Outcast from presence of God. (2 Thes. 1:7-9.)
Prison. (2 Peter 2:4.)

P a i n o f H e l l

The Bible teaches that hell will be aplace of horrible pain
and death;

Inhabitants cry for mercy. (Luke 16 :24.)
No Rest. (Rev. 14 :11.)
Bitter weeping and gnashing of teeth. (Matt. 8:12.)
Tormented by memory. (Luke 16 :25.)
Beg for one drop of water. (Luke 16 :24.)
Outer darkness. (Matt. 8:12.)
Anguish. (Rev. 20 :10.)
Alake of fire and brimstone. (Rev. 19 :20.)

Permanency of Hell
The Bible teaches that hell will be forever for those who

enter i t :

Punishment everlasting. (2 Thess. 1:9.)
Smoke of torment goes up forever. (Rev. 20 :10.)
Day and night always suffer. (Rev. 14 :8-11.)
Hell is as long as Heaven. (Matt. 25 :46.)
Forever. (Jude 13.)

O u r P l e a

God is not willing that any should perish, and because of
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His great love He gave His only Begotten Son in our stead.
(John 3:16.) God is love (1 Jo. 4:8.) But He is also just.
Those who reject the Sin-offering that He gave for them, and
who refuse to live as faithful children of God will be turned
into hell, for the wages of sin is death. (Ram. 3:23.) Some

How can aloving God send me to aplace of eternal
I t i s t he foo l i shness and rebe l -

ask,
torment ?” In reply we say.
lion of man that sends him to hell, not any failure in the

U

i i

love of God. Our Heavenly Father has provided for every
man aSaviour, and ameans to be saved and to live with Him
eternally in Heaven. Those who spurn his love and mercy
in life deserve hell. There is no other way for God to be
jus t . ”

God sends no man to hell. Man by his own rebellion and
sin sends himself to eternal ruin.

Hell in its vastness is alake of fire (Rev. 23 :10, 15); in its
confinement it is afurnace of fire (Matt. 13 :42) ;in its over¬
whelming nature it is abaptism of fire. (Matt. 3:10-12.)
Some would have us to believe hell is annihilation, or the

But Jesus makes it clear that hell is not the grave, butg r a v e ,

is beyond the grave, not annihilation, but eternal in torment.
(Matt. 10 :28.)

Satan seeks to make man think hell is ajoke or little more
than acurse word. But God’s inspired apostle Paul states a
clear and frightening warning to those who obey not the truth,
●‘...shall “wrath and indignation, tribulation and anguish, upon
every soul of man that worketh evil,
the Lord will declare to those on his left in the day of Judg¬
ment, “Depart from me ye cursed into the eternal fire which
is prepared for the devil and his angels.
Then there will be no sedatives to relieve the anguish, or
drugs to relieve the pain, or rest cures. Then there is no se¬
cond chance, or promise of abetter day.

And should you be lost, Oh what you will miss !You will
miss the majesty of Paradise, the beauties of Heaven, the war¬
mth of God’s eternal love, the fellowship of the redeemed of
the ages, and the joys God will have for His own !

(Rom. 2:8-9.) And9 )

(Matt. 25 :41.)> >
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To help you in making Heaven your home for all eternity
and avoid all the torment of hell, we will most gladly spend
be spent !We welcome you to all services of the church of
Christ !Come and study, visit and worship with us !It is a
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the Living God, so we
beg you, “Don’t Go To Hell, Whatever You Do !”

Book Of The Mon th
11

FREE !Just send us apostage stamp worth Paise 25
jl only and we will send you the following book free :
_THE CHURCH OF THE BIBLE” by Evangelist ||^
[HI J.C. Choate. This book has twentysix Powerful lessons in
|1 it. The author states :“What the Bible has to say about
Hthe church should be one of the most simple teaching for
im man to grasp. Yet, most people are confused about the
^church. One of the main reasons for this is the fact that
0] they have never taken the time to sit down to make a[1
^detailed study of it. Thus, the average believer in Christ [1

accepts the denominational concept of the church which d
dsays that there are many churches and that one is as good H
nil as the other or that the church is not important. This has d]
dled numerous people to grow tired of the church, and H
Hthus to become anti-church, which leads ultimately to ajl
dl rejection of Christianity itself.

□

m
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Radio Srilanka Broadcasts
lENGLISH—The Voice of Tri/rA—Speaker :Reggie Gaana-

s u n d a r a m

All correspondence should be sent to The Voice of Truth,
Post Box 3815, New Delhi 110049.
Sundays—10 :15 to 10 :30 P.M.
Freque ncies—(1) 15,120 KHZ, 19 Meter Band ;lOOKW

(2) 11,725 KHZ, 25 Meter Band ;100 KW
(3) 7,190 KHZ, 41 Meter Band, 10 KW

Tuesday—9 :30 to 9:45 A.M.
Freqae ncies; (1) 11,724 KHZ, 25 Meter Band ;lOOKW

(2) 15,128 KHZ, 19 Meter Band ;lOOKW
(3) 6,075 KHZ, 49 Meter Band, 10 KW

IHINDI—Gospel Truth—Speaker :Sunny David
All correspondence should be sent to Gospel Truth, Post
Box 3815, New Delhi 110049.
Tuesdays—8 :45 to 9:15 P.M.
Fridays—8 :45 to 9:15 P.M.
Frequencies—(1) 11,800 KHZ ;25 Meter Band :100 KW

(2) 7,190 KHZ ;49 Meter Band ;50 KW
(3) 6,075 KHZ, 49 Meter Band, 10 KW

TELUGU—The Voice of S p e a k e r : J o s h u a G o o t a m
All correspondence should be sent to The Voice of Truth
Post Box 80, Kakinada 533001.
Mondays—2 ;30 to 2:45 P.M.
Wednesdays—2 :30 to 2:45 P.M.
Frequencies—(1) 11, 800 KHZ; 25 Meter Band; 100 KW

(2) 7,190 KHZ, 49 Meter Band, 50 KW
TAMIL—TAe Way of Truth—Speaker :P. R. Swamy

All correspondence should be sent to The Way of Truth,
Post Box 3301, Bangalore 560033.
Tuesdays—5 :30 to 5:45 P.M.
Thursdays—6 :45 to 7:00 P.M.
Frequencies ;(1) 11,800 KHZ ;25 Meter

1 0 0 K W

(2) 7,190 KHZ, 49 Meter Band, 50 KW
ALL ARE ENCOURAGED TO LISTEN

Bible Correspondence Courses and Christian Literature
are available in these different languages from the addresses
I l o i 6 0 ●

Band ;

Printed at :Pioneer Fine Art Press, Delhi-6
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