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- Your Jerusalem.

In New Testament times, the Lord; after his death burial, -
and resurrection, and-just prior-to his retura- to the Father in
heaven, apeared before the Apostles and gave- them the: great :
commlssion (Matthew 28 19,3203 Mark16: 15, 16). In
this he commanded them to go and teach all ‘the ‘nations of
the world, even every creature: of every:nation of  all ‘the
world. He specified. the beginning. point as Jerusalem.. This
was the great religious city . of that day and of all time. This -
was where the Lord was falsely accuséd; tried, crucified, burled :
and resurrected. It was also ' thé: céntre where “many other
things had happened and ‘would happen.  The Apostles came
from nearby. If theré was to bs a beginning point then :for
the preaching of the gospel, the’ establishment . of the church,
and for Christianity itself, what bettér-place: cotild be- chosen -
than Jerusalem? - So this is the way the Lord planned it, and
long before it actua]ly happened the prophets foretold it (Isalah
2:2,3; Joel -2:28, 29), _and this is why hé commanded the
Apostles to tarry in Jerusalem until _they be-endued with power
from.on high, where repentance. and. remission of sins would
first . be preached; and .from: which the -gospel was -to go-- mto.“
all the world (Luke 24 46-49) Chrlst further 1nstructed Qe
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But ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in
¢“‘Judaéa. and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the

earth.” (Acts ‘1:9). With thls, he ascended back to the
Father in heaven.

Then what happéned ?* The Lord’s-plan came to pass. The
prophecies were fulfilled. The Apostles remained in
Jerusalem and the Holy Spirit was poured out on them. With:
a _mnghty throng gathered there on the day of Pentecost, they
beganto preach the gospel'in the langiages of those present.
The result was that some thiree thousand beliéved, repented,
were baptized for the remission of their sins and were added to
the church. (Acts 2). But this wasn’t all. They preached
again and again and the church grew and spread. Even
with persecution, it continued to grow, (Acts 8 :4). Soon
Philip went down to samaria and preached and many believed
and were baptized. (Acts 8). Also, in ‘that same chapter
Philip was directed to-go to a man in- the- desert where he
would have the opportunity to teach him.. He did so and the
Ethiopian Eunuch eagerly received the word, believed it, obeyed
it went on his way rejoicing. In Acts 9 we have - the.conversion
of Saul and this man:' was to make history on his -various
missionary journies in sp.readmg the cause of Christ. In Acts
10 we are introduced to- Cornelius and his household :and -
thus we have the conversion of the first Gentiles.. And onand -
on. it goes.until the gospel had been preached to every ereature
under heaven. (Colossians 1 : 23). S

What did the Lord say-in theé beginning ?. He commanded
that the gospel be taken to all the world. He said the beginning
point ‘was to be at Jerusalem. It all began witha dozen-
men.. They were uneducated, poor, had no.transportation, .
no fast way of communicating the gospel, not to “mention all .

of the other obstacles, and yet what began there jn. Jerusalem. .
with those few would shake the very foundations. of the, world -
and change the course. of, history. - The_vx_b'ratiqns, :influences,
and impact is still being felt all over the world.

'Now almost two thousand years later; and thousands of -
miles away from Jerusalem, how:do- we- fit into -all of this ?
As the'Lord’s people, we still have the same "command to. take



the gospel into all the world. ‘With the world in- sin, and’ in
need of forgiveness, the gospel is as' fresh, rélative, and as
powerful today as it was when it was first preached:. But where
shall we began ? Wherever we are. If we- are in New Delhi
then we begin here. If we are in Bombdy, then we begin- there.
The same is true with Calcutta, Madras, Bangalore, Hydera-
‘bad, Lucknow, and all of the other -cities -across 'this great
land. - If we-are in a village, in the jungle, in the mountains,
in the desert, or wherever we may be; then that is where we
must begin. Wherever we may be then that is our Jerusalem.
That is our beginning point if we know the truth, have: obeyed
it, then it is up to us to take it to our family, to our loved ones,
to our friends, to those living with us.or near us, to those living
in our community or city. Yes, wesare, to tell them of Jesus,
what he wants them to do to be saved, the church they should
be a member of, the kind of worship. they-are to engage in; and
the kind of life they are.to live. This is agreat job and: it will:
take each one of us doing all we can to do the work that needs
to be done. S _ o
Why wait for others, to come to_do . the job that the Lord:
has given to us ? We, here in India must realize that if our
country is ever evangelized with the gospel of Christ then it
will be up to us to do it, . We know our people and we know
that théy need Christ and salvation. We also know how to do
the job and we can do it. We have been disciplined for it, we
know the languages, we know the temperament of the people,
and we know their thinking. We know the culture, the religions
that are here, and the philosophies that the people
live by. We know the customs and traditions. We know the
cities and the villages. We eat the food they do. We dress
like they do. We know the transportation system and how to
get around. And we know that we will be well received and
hospitably treated wherever we go. - We know too that to do
the job that needs to be done that it is not a matter of material
support but rather it comes down to the matter of faith,
courage, and determination. Do we want .to obey the Lord ?
Do we want the people of Indja to have the gospel ? Can we .
do the job ? Itis up to you and me. We must begin with our
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Jerusalem and go forth: to alliof India with the gospel; and not
just India, but;neighbouring countries; and to the world itself. -
Oh yes, we can do it if we want:to doit.. The Apostles and:
their converts did it and they had far more obstacles ‘than we
do. Surely if they could do what they.did then we can do like-
wise in an age in which we are blessed with better: transporta--
tlon, communication, and many other assets.

. What are you doing right now in your Jerusalem ? Are you
teaching any one ? .Are you.giving out ‘any tracts ? -Are you
setting. a good example ?: You might be surprized at all you"
can do if you will just think about it:and decide that you are
going to take some initiative, Don’t wait on anyone. Just go -
on and try. Go to a.nearby city or village where the church’
does not exist and start the work. Don’t say you ean’t. Neither
allow anyore to tell you that you' can’t. Jesus said that you
are to go and if he commanded you to-do so ‘then you can
and you must. If you ‘will'do this then you wxll soon be
amazed at all that jou' “have been able to do. '

May God help us here in india to preach the gospel in our
Jerusalem, that is, in our home clty, vxllage, or wherever it
may be, and then contine to move' ‘on’ out unfil ‘of all the
millions that make up this country have heard the gospel of
Chrxst Many are waltmg lel 3ou not go to them now ? -

, assmfmw
RS edatm'mi

| Bl.it _;Thé -B,__i\ble: Says

Some teach that Manuals, disciplines, and ‘the various’
creeds’ of men should ‘bé read ‘and followed.* But the Blble
says, “Seek'ye out of the ‘book of the Lord, -and read...

(Isaiah 34 : 16), “Search the’ écrlptures : for in them ye thmk
ye have eternal life : and they are they which ‘testify of me.”
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(Yohn 5:39). “All scripture is - given by-inspiration of God,
and: is profitable for doctrine for ‘reproof} for ‘correction, for
instruction in righteousness : That the man of“God ‘miay be
perfect, thoroughly. furnished- unto all good works.”? (2 Fimo-
thy 3:16,17). Therefore, we should seek, -read,’ and search
out of the book of the Lord only ; because in them we have
the life eternal. The _scripture,, the Bible, is. written' by God’s
inspiration. and is profitable ..and - makes man perfect and
thoroyghly furnished unto all good works... .- .. . . -
Some people say that faith only, thatis;a mental acce-
ptance of Christ as personal. saviour, is enough to be saved'
But the Bible says, “Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead,
being alone.........For asthe body without the spirit is:dead; so
faith without works is dead also.”. (James. 2 : 17, 26).: “Not
:very one:that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall ‘enter into the
kingdom of heaven” said Jesus, “but he that doeth the will of
my Father which is in heaven.” (Matthew 7 ; 21), ‘According
0. 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9, “When the Lord Jesus shall be
evealed from heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire
aking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey
10t the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: . Who shall be punis-
1ed with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord,
ind from the glory of his power.” Therefore, the gospel of

lesus must be obeyed to be saved. Thé scripture reveals that
he facts of the gospel of Christ are the death, burial, and the
esurrection of Jesus Christ. (I Corinthians 15 : 1-4). There-
ore, to obey the gospel of Christ means one must die to his sin
)y-“repenting, and must be buried in water of baptism, and
ome up out of it to" walk in newnéss of life. - (Romas 6 : 1-
)~ There is, beside this, no‘other way to obey the gospel of
‘hrist. Thus, Jesus said, ‘Commanding his desciples, “Go ye
ito all the world, and preach the gospel to every-creaturé.
Ie that believeth and is baptized shall be saved ; but he that
elieveth not shall be damned. (Mark 16 : 15, 16). - -

. Some teach that infants should be baptized. -But the Bible
iys that people must be:taught before- they are baptized (Mat-:
1ew 28 : 19), and they must be old enough to believe and
‘pent of their sins before they are baptized (Mark 16; 16 ;
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Acts 2 : 38). Further, infants have no sin to be forgiven
(Matthew 18 : 3), and the Bible 'says, one should be baptized
for the forgiveness of sin. (Acts 2 : 38 ; 22 : 16).

Some people believe that. one can be baptized by sprinkling,
pouring or immersion. But the ‘Bible says, *“Therefore we are
buried with him by baptism into death : that like as Christ
was raised up from- the dedd by the glory of the Father, even
so we also should walk in newness of life.” (Romans 6 : 4).
“Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with
him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath
raised him from the dead.” (Colossians 2 : 12).

Some people say that preachers and ministers of church
should be addressed -as Reverend, Father, Padri (which also
means father). -But the Bible says, “Holy and reverend is his
(God’s) name” (Psalm-111 : 9), and Jesus said, “Call no man
your father upon the earth : For one is your Father, which is
in heaven”. ‘(Matthew 23 : 9). Therefore, religiously or
spiritually speakmg, we have only one Father, God Almighty.

Some believe that the Lord’s Supper may be observed
once in a month of after every three months according to ones
own choice and convenience. But the Bible says, “And upon
the first day of the week, when the dlscxples came together to
break bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to depart on the
MOrrow ; and continued his speech until midnight.”” (Acts
20: 7). We are told that the.three thousand who: were baptized
on the day of Pentecost, among the other things they continuec
“in breaking of bread”. (Acts 2:42). When did they come
together for breaking of bread ? “Upon the first day of the
week.” How often did the first day of the week come ? Every
week. Therefore, they assembled- together to break bread uporn
every first day of the week, every  Sunday. Those who observe

the Lord’s Supper monthly, quarterly or yearly are therefore
in direct opposition to the Bible.

We shall discuss some other things that men teach in direc
opposition to the Bible in our next issue of the Bible Teacher.
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- The: Church of Chl'lSt

Who we Really Are g :
We are;a body. of:true behevers in Uesus Ohmsf who have

: become obedient: from the heart to that form of the doctrine

(delivered unto men .(Rom. 6 : 17), being thereby made ‘free

~from-all-past sins. and: constituted : Christias : or chxldren of God
:in Christ. (Gal. 3 : 26,:27.) . : -

. We believe in a thorough cha‘nge of keéart from a‘lo'vé ‘qf sin
and worldliness to a devotion to righteousness and the fruits‘of

. the Spirit of God, - This complete change of hegrt-was.accom-
phshed by the regeneratmg power of . the Holy Spirit through
les own chosen mstrument -“the sword of the Spmt”—tzhe
* Word of God. (Eph 6: 17)

- «

‘In undergomg this change Wrought by the Spmt, we be-
came believers in Christ through the” Spirit’s testlmony in the

“Gospel ::believing this testimony, we became’ behevers in Chnst
(Rom,1,:16.;.1.Cor. 4 : 15.) ..

‘We not only- believed-@n Christ, but we. became- obedxent to
the Faith, (Rom. 1:16; 16 : 26), at which point Christ became
the author of our salvatlon (Heb. 5:.9. ) Our souls, were

’ purfﬁed in our “obe&' ience to'the truth.” (I Peter 1:22) We

thus ‘made Christ otr Lord, by becommg obedxent servants to
Him.
-Our belief'in the Spmt’s testmiony that Christ dled for us

because we were simmers, and therefore lost, moved us to thoro-
--ughly repent of our: sins - iti-'déep angiish of heart; in which

sorrow and helpléssiess we acknowledged “Jesus as Lord »”
(Rom. 10:9, 10.)

." Realizing that only in Hlm i salvatlonposmble, we desired

f‘to :enter into Christ that we mxg_ht' rejoide in His precious- salya-
‘tion ; anid- learning ‘fromithe Spirit’s testimony that men must

be ‘‘baptized into Christ” '(Rom. 6 :'3 ;- Gal. 3 : 27), and that

““unto the remission of sins” - (Acts 2 :38), we were then

“buried with Him i baptism.”” (Col. 2:12 5 Rom. 6 : 4), and
from that burial were resurrected to walk in newness of life—

'as “new creatures” in Christ. (2 Cor. 5:17; Eph. 2 15, 16.)
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As those baptized according..to thé Spirit’s command wete

by the Lord “added to the church” (Acts2: 41, 47), so we

also, by the same Lord, were in the same manner added to

..the same -church. - This church being :the “*body of Christ”

(Eph, 1:22, 23; Col. 1: 18,24), 'we  became¢ members of
Christ’s.. spiritual body when baptized into that body. :1:Cor.

- 12:13; Eph. 4: 5) We thus, by grace, became sons'of God

in Christ—*heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ.”-(Rom.

. 8:17.) Because we are sons, God.gave. unto us the Holy

Spirit: (Gal. 4 : 6;; Acts 5: 32.).

~ As members of the ‘body or church of Cl»i’ri’st; W¢ as‘seﬁib_le
on the first' day of the week “to break ‘bread” (partake of the
Ford’s Supper) (Acts 2:42;20:7;1 Cor 11; 17-30), by
which solemn service we “proclalm the Lord’s death till He

ccome.” (1 Cor 11:26.)

We also-sing: “psalms and hymns and spmtual songs”™ (Eph
5:19; Col. 3:16), using no ‘musical instrument except the
human heart—‘making’ melody WITH our HEARTS to the

. Lord.” (Eph. 5.::19.).::

‘We engage in ‘the study Of the Apostles teachmg (Acts 2

- 42), the Word of. God, and llkew1se in prayer—Just as did the

‘church in its beginning.

We ““lay by in store” or contribute of our means when we

assemble on the first day of the week (1 Cor. 16: 2), out of

whlch funds we have the-Gospel .preached and do such other

good as we can, ever remembering.the poor..

We strongly advocate a strictly moral life, a life consecra-
ted to righteousness and spirituality. We believe in preaching

.the Gospel to every creature (Matt. 28 : 19, 20 ; Mark 16 : 15,

16), and we today have missionaries throughout the world.
In fact, there is no good work in which we are not interested.
We try to do as Christ would. do in all things, for we are

. Christians only. (Acts 11 : 26 ;26 : 28; 1 Peter 4: 16.).

Whnle we are Chnstnans only, we Judge no man, save as an

' obedlent life essentially Judges a disobedient life. We tell others
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what to do to be saved, in the identical language of the Word ot‘
God. - Whether or not they accept, -is their responsibility, not
ours; but we try toinduce all to believe and do exactly apd
only as . God’s Word requires. He who is obedlent to God in
Christ, is our brother beloved, with whom.we. are glad to asso-
elate in eyery rehglous way. . We make the ‘Word of God, not
ourselves, the standard by which rellglons are to be tried. ‘We
beheve the Word of God is easy. to .obey, .and through that
obedience we endeavor to practice true Chnstlan umty

. The Rapture

By Johnny Ramsey -

As we travel thie streets and highways. we often see this
bumper sticker : “In Case of Rapture This Car Will No
Longer Have a Driver.”

While some religious leaders identify with .this message,
millions are puzzled by it. The word *‘rapture” is not in the
Bible. And the teaching that surrounds it is anti-biblical.

Dr. Robert Strong has glven thls deﬁmtion of ‘the
doctrine : : : :

“By the rapture is ‘meant the sudden and possxble secret
coming of Christ in the air to catch away from the earth the
resuirected bodies of those who hiave died in the faith and
with them the livinig saints.” ' .' _
’ o _ ' Nothisig Secret

However, according to Revelation 1 : 7 every eye will see
the Lord when he comes=even the wicked who pierced his
side ! There will be much noise to acclaim ‘the Lord’s return,
“for the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of
God” (1 Thessalonians 4 ; 16). Nothing will be secret about
it. : .

No Separation until the end
Dispensationalists proclaim that the rapture will last seven
years. During this time saints are at peace- while sinners are
in ¢‘great tribulation” -on earth. But, the Lord taught in two



10

parables—the tares and the fishnet—that there will be no
separation "of good and evil® until'the ‘end of the world (Mat-
thew 13). Three times, in- John 6, Christ - stated that ‘this
separation would take place In the last day. Jesus promlsed :
that all who are in- their graves will hear hls voice and come
forth at the same time to receive Judgment "There will be one’
resurrection composed “of both the good and the evxl (Acts:;
24 15)."

Paul, accordmg to1l Thessalomans 4, taught speclﬁmlly
what will happen to the saints when the Redeemer comes.
On the very next page he ‘wrote;” “when’ [adverb of time] he
comes on that dayto be glorified in his saints” the wicked
will be inflicted with his vengeance (2 Thessalonians 1 :4-10).
There is neither place nor tlme for the so-called rapture (He-
brews 6 : 19, 20). R :
Only one hope

For the Christian there is but one hope -(Ephesians 4 : 5).
And that is heaven, - the holy of holies (Hebrews 6 : 19, 20),
" Yet today some are ensnared by false hope fora ‘‘glorified
earth,”” while others eagerly anticipate the rapture.

In 1 Timothy 6 : 13, 14 and 2 Timothy 4 : 8, we ﬁnd clear
teaching that joins the resurrection of the dead, the reward
of the saints, and the. glorious appearing of Christ (Titu_g
2 : 12) at the same precise moment (1 Corinthians 15:52).

In the very passage immediately following the chief proof
text of rapture devotees (1 Thessalonians 5 : 1-4), we read
vivid words that forever teach that the righteous are not taken
away before the judgment day, but are present with the wic-
ked until the time the wicked receive punishment. At wlnch
time the righteous receive their reward.

" The gospel is to be preached by God’s children until the
end of the-world (Matthew 28 : 20). - This would be impossible
if the saints are raptured seven years prior to the world’s end.
As Boettner powerfully stated :

“Jesus said that he would raise up those who believe on
him at the last day (John 6': 39, 40, 44, 45). Clearly ‘there
can be 1o other days after the last day.” * R
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= One of ‘these: days—known only toJ ehovah—(Matthew 24
36) the end of the world will: ‘comne. Only those who live and
die in Christ (John 8:21; Revelatldn 14 '13) will be prepared
“and thus be able to'stand” (Revelatlon 6 17).- What a tragedy

‘to be unprepared and unable to' sing redemptlon s sweet
song !

The Antichrist
" - Lemoine G. Lewis - -

The rhessiah of evil, the very oppoSite of ChtistF—better
known - as the antichrist”’—has had, a prominent place in
Christian thought.

- The Gospels record the disciples’ questlons of Jesus con-
cerning the signs of his coming and the close of the age. Jesus
warned them against false chnsts and. false prophets who
would try to lead them astray. . “Many wﬂl come in my name
saying I am the Chnst . - o
In:the same context he spoke ot‘ great calam:txes wars
and rumors of wars, famines earthquakes, sufferings, tribula-
tion, and sacrilege in the holy place. The. false christs and
accompanying false prophets would show great signs and
wonders to win following. Wickedness would multiply and
men’s love for Christ would grow cold. Safety for the discip-
Jes consist of being forewarned, being faithfully watchful,
.and being in constant readiness : for the coming of the Lord.
Though men cannot predict that commg, it will be unmlstak-
able when it happens.
; - 3% Paul’s Warnmgs
In the second letter to- the chutch at Thessalonica, Paul
~warned against - “the man of lawlessness’ and “the son of per-
- dition,” . stating that he ‘would rebel against Christ, proclai-
ming himself to be ‘God..: Paul reminded the Thessalonians
that he himself had warned: them against the lawless one.
He had taught them: of the power of the. antichrist to deceive
~with pretended signs.  “The mystery of lawlessness is already
-at work’; only he who now restrains it ‘will' do so until he'is
out of the way.- -And then the lawless: one will be revealed
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:and the Lord. Jesus will slay him, with the, breath of his mouth
and destroy him by his,appearing ; and coming” (2 Thessalo-
nians 2:7-9).. Paul comforted those. Christians with the
’prom1se that the lawless one would have power only over those
who did not love the truth and who found pleasure in
unrlghteousness S
John’s Warnings

The only New- Testament -writer to use the word “anti-
Christ” was John. In his first and second letters he reminded
his readers that warnings against the antichrist were a part of
the oral teaching they had received : “You have already heard
that antichrist is coming” John asserted that many antichrists
had come and he identified them with those who had gone

-out from the followers of the Holy One and deserted the-truth
-for lies.

In-another place John identified the antichrist as the one
who denied that Jesus is the Christ, as well as anyone who
denied the Father and the Son (chapter 4). In his second letter
(verse 7) John identified the deceivér and antichrist as those
who denied that Jesus came in the flesh. Theréfore, the
safety of the Chnsuan is'in ‘abidingin the Sdn of God and his
truth.

- In Revelation (chapter 12) we read of “the great- dragon...

that ancient serpent, who.is called  the Devil and Satan, the

- deceiver of the whole world.”.. In chapter thirteen there is

mention of the beast from the sea who blasphemed. against

- God and made war on the saints. There is also the beast

from the earth that deceived men with the signs he worked,

leading them to worship the first beast whose number was six

. hundred and sixty-six. Weread (chapter 17) of the mother of

harlots who wore scarlet and rode a scarlet beast. She was

drunk with the blood of the saints and martyrs of Jesus. In

. chapter nineteen the beast and false prophet and all their

followers were finally defeated by the Faithful and True, by the

~'Word of God and were thrown into the ldke of fire. The

. Tevelation continues by picturing the blessedness of-those who
resisted the devil and were loyal to the Lord Jesus.
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T ' " Attempts at Identity
“Many students find foreshadowmgs of ‘the * antichrist in th&
‘Old’ Testament, as in -Ezekiel’s ‘prophecies- about- Gog anth
Magog ‘(chapter 38) and-in Daniel’s references to-tite beasts
and the king of the north (chapter 7 and'11) Jewish: thought'..
about the archenemy of - God was focused by their experiences’
under Antiochus prphanes, their potential destroyer, as well
ds under ‘Pompey, who defilled their temple. They also tho-
ught, .Herod the Great fulfilled these prophecnes, as well as-
Caligula, the Roman emperor who wanted his statue erected
for worship in the temple. « S
- Christian students have associated the antlchrlst ‘with many
historical figures such as Nero, ‘Domitian, Decius, and:
Mohammed. In'the Middle Ages Joachim of Floris tried t&
identify the antichrist ‘with a pseudo pope. In the thirteenth’
century Pope Gregory 1X termed the Emperor Frederick IT the
beast. The emperor replied that the’ Pope was the great dras
gon who was.'deceiving the world. " The reformers’ were sare:
the Pope was the antichrist, while the pope pointed to Luther
as the antichrist. In modern times some have tried to xdentlfy
‘the antichrist with Hitler, Stalm, and Communism. .
. Chtistians should take warning from these numerous attefi-
pts to specifically identify the antichrist. Yet they should seé
manifestations of the antichrist in all forms of false doctniié
and wicked living. They should -be prepared for even more
evil before the coming of the Lord, & should purpose in their
hearts.to bé true to Christ regardless of the cost. Christians
should remémber ‘that their safety lies in loving loyalty-to
Christ, in full devotion to truth and. nght To. these the Lord
has promlsed vxctory : T

" Will Christ Relgn on Earth One

Thousand Years ?
‘Roy H. Lanier
DOES the Bible teach that Jesus is commg to reign im.
Jerusalem upon a- literal throne for 1,000 years ? This doct-
rine is taught by most of the religious world:today. - But it is
not biblical. Notice three things :
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First, Jesus must serve-as king at the same time he
i; serving as.priest; God tayght through Zechauah, “And
he shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his- throne ;;
and he shall be a priest upon  his throne” £6-:-12, 13). Thm
brief prophecy of 516 B.C: pictures the . Messiah as funqthn-,
mg in-both Capacities at the same time. The prophet pointed
t,oward a priest who. would also be our king ! Since Jesus.
is. now our priest, he must also be our, king NOW (Hebrews
4:14). .
Second, Jesus coul.d not sexve as.am. earthly prlest
“Now if he were on earth, he would not be‘a priest. at.ali™
(Hebrews 8.: 4). The first verse of that chapter states, “We
have such a high priest, who sat down on the right hand of
the throne of the Majesty inthe heavens.” Under. Moses
Law only those of the tribe of Levi could serve as priests.
But Jesus is of the tribe of Judah. Since Jesus cannot serve:
as an earthly priest, and since he is to serve as king and priest
s;multaneously, he cannot be.a king on this earth.

- Third, the Bible téaches that the kingdom of Ghrist
is now in operation, Jesustaught that his kihgdom would
come in the - lifetime’ of hi$ hearers-(Mark 9 : 1). Power from
heaven was to accompany its beginning. Jesus addéd that
such *‘power > would come when the Holy Spirit came (Acts
1;8). That power came on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1-4)..
Therefore, the kingdom also must have begun on that day
(in A.D. 33).

Jesus taught, the Lord’s Supper was to be eaten In his king—
dom (Luke 22:29, 30). Since the early churches ate. the
Supper, they apparently recognized their citizenship in Jesus?
kingdom (Acts2:42;20:7). Furthermore, Paul declared
the Father ‘‘translated us into® the kingdom” (Colossians
1:13), and John said he was a’ brother “in the kmgdom”
(Revelation 1: 6, 9).

Daniel prophesied that rhe kingdom was to be established
in the days of the fourth empire. after Babylon (Daniel 2 : 44).
History establishes that this was the Roman Empire, the ru-
ling power of Jesus’ day. If Jesus did not begin his kingdom
under that government, Daniel was mistaken. Also, James
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-affirmed. that. the Gentiles .should be. allowed. in the chureh
since they .were to be. included -when the “‘tabernacle of Da- .
vid” was built again (Acts 15:13-21). The building.of this .
“‘tabernacle” referred to the returning of the rule to the family
-of David. . This Davidic rule: must have ogcurred.-when the
-~church was established, or else, James misapplied the prophecy
-of- Amos 9 :-11, 12. Thus, Jesus is on Dnvid’s throtie now. - - .

Jesus is coming. the second time to-deliver up the kingdom,
-not to establish it (1 Corinthians 15 : 20-28). A timetable is
-also included here. First, Jesus died and was resurrected,
‘signalling the conquering of death. Next, Jésus will reign until
"he abolishes death. That will be done at the end of his reign,
‘when he comes again. Last he will deliver up that kingdom
‘to thé Father. Dlspensatxonahsts have Jesus relgningafter
‘his sécond’ commg, but Paul stated that he is relgnmg before
%i“s second coming.’ : -

Peter preached that God s ptomlse to Dayid concermng
-one to sit on David’s throne was fulfilled (Acts 2% 29- -36).
He taught that the resurrection enabled Jesus to be exalted to
‘the “right hand of God,” whére he was made “both the ford
and Christ.” The Jews who heard and believed this Preaching
-were convinced that Jesus: Was the' Messiah, the one s1ttmg on
David’s throne. - Acting ‘upon that ‘conviction they repented
-and Weré baptized. They cotitintred in the fellowship of others
‘who had responded-in the same way to the relgmng Jesus
-(Acts 2: 37-42)

5 Jesus is not commg tq estabhsh an earthly kmgdom The
theory that Christ will reign on this earth one thousand years
.at his second coming has no biblical basis. Scripture does
:niot support this theory.

"“Revelation 20 : 1-10 is used as a proof text for the thou-
'sand year reign.- However, here are some necessary ingredients-
Which are consmcuously absent in the passage: (1) The
.second comintg of Christ;{(2) Throne of David ; (3) Jesus.
bigning on earth ; (4) A bodily resurrection; (5) All the
righteous of all ages; (6) - Jesus on earth ; (7) The establish-"
afent of the kingdom. ; (8) Jews. gathered back to Palestine ;
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(9): Rome re-established as a world -empire: -All these points:
are- nécessary fibers of: the theory, yet none: appears in thl&-
chapter PEAR : iy

The B:ble teaches the l‘ungdom of Chrrst is NOW in' ope-»

ing “is its law the world is its- terntory. The work of the:
kingdom will be compléte when Jesus- comes the second. times,

Let us recogmze ‘his kmgshlp now and evermore !:

Are These the Last Days

By Ray Beeson

THE Apostle Peter believed. he was hvmg in the last daysh
Quotmg the prophecy of . Joel, in- his sermon of Acts 2, he.
pinpointed that day as the begmnmg of its fulfillment. Like-.
wise, Paul spoke of the kingdom as an estabhshed fact—
having - been personally translated into it (Colossmns 1 12
13). _ '

‘Four, Old Testament thoughts require our attention’ lm
consrdermg the questron, “Are these the last days ?”’

1. The promised lawgrver was fulfilled in Jesus. Moses.
saw his work as ‘temporary and promised a new prophet.
(Deuteronomy 18 : 15-18). Peter insists that Jesus 1s that pro-
phet (Acts 3 :19-21).

2. The promlsed law was to be a “new covenant,” sultable '
for both Jew and Gentile (Jeremiah 31 : 31- 34). The Hebrew-
writer points to Jesus as having brought this promise or
froition' (Hebrews 1:1,2). The Mosaic law was annulled:
in favour of the new covenant of Jesus (Hebrews 7 : 12-25).,
Christ sent forth a message, global in.scope and eternal in:
duration (Matthew 28 : 18-20 ; John 12 : 47-50). - The unal--
terable conclusion is that these are ““the last days.” ,

3. The: house of God promised by the prophet is-a New«
Testaiment reality. Isaiah saw the building of Jehovah’s.
in the *“latter days.” . At that time the word of God would gq
forth from Jerusalem. This line is easrly traced (Isaiah 2:1,.
2'; Luke 24 : 46-49 ; Acts 1 : 6-8 ;:Acts:2). The last reference:.
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finds  Peter in Jerusalem _preaching the pfomised’ message—
resulting in the institution of God’s house. Paul refers to
this house as the church 0f the living God (1 Timothy 3 : 14,
.15), Itis also described as the body of Christ -(Ephesians
.1:22, 23)—or the church kingdom of Colossians 1. (Also
note Matthew 16 : 18,; Mark 9 : 1 ; 1 Peter 2 ; 59)
4. Finally, there was the promise of the coming Spirit (Joel
12:28).  Peter lables this as fulfilled (Acls 2:16), =~
With the advent of Christianity came the unveiling of God’s
eternal mystery—hidden through the ages. This mystery was
revealed through the gospel (Ephesians 3). These points offer
reasonable proof that we live in the last days. ]

- Weare not seeking to limit, the number of these last
‘days. This was the error of the. Thessalonian Christians
(2 Thessalonians 2:2). Jesus makes it clear that the final
day is unknowable (Matthew 24:36).  We must not attempt
to date the last day (John 6:39; 6 : 40 ;- 7 : 37)—but only
the period of time known as ‘““the 1a§t day.” ‘ .

Are these the last days 2 Yes, according to Bible promi.-

Yes, according to the characteristics of

'ses and fulfiliment.
this period of history, S
1 These are days of fear and ‘cruelty on a larger scope
than the atrocities of evil dictators like Antiochus, Titus and
rulers of Rome (Daniel 12 : 1)—“time of trouble such as never
was.” . A
2. 'These are days of learning and . knowledge. Our present
world reminds us of the prophet’s comment : ““Many shall
‘run to and fro and knowledge’ shall 'be increased”” (Daniel
12:4, -~ : o
. Yes, this period of history offers bright hope. We are
blessed with the time and tools to accomplish the happy task
of Christ-sharing. Let us be among the “wise that winneth
souls” (Daniel 12 : 2, 3). 'O affluence must be used to serve.
We live fejoicing over the gift of a God who loves us and a
Savior who leads us (1 John 3: 1; Matthew 11 :28). Life is
Do longer a trackless road without a star to guide  (John .14 :
1-6). N |
. Jesus is the way and heaven - our destination as we live in

these last days,
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Three Things will happen at the

Second Coming

" “THE DOCTRINE of the second coming of Christ is the
subject of over 200 passages of scripture in our New Testa-
ment. This teaching was cherished by first century Christiatis.
In fact, they believed Jesus would come again in their lifetime.
And the Scriptures indicate that he wants all of us to live with
this same expentancy. L

" Glotious thought—Jesus is coming again! Three great
events will accompany his second coming : the resurrection, the
judgment, and the end of the world. :

_ The Resurrection
Adam’s descendants have all been endowed with a strong
desire to live. Even ancient héathen peoples fought the grave.
"And when they buried their loved ones they believed they
would one day live again, This is the" “‘good news” of the
gospel. All men who are laid in'the grave will “‘stand up”
again for that is the literal meaning ‘of the Greek word for
resurrection. New Testament history and doctrine both centre
on the resurrection of Jesus. Heis “the first fruits” of the
resurrection and all who “live in him and die in him shall be
raised in him.” . T
The Scriptures teach a simultaneous resurrection of all
the dead—both good and bad. Daniel said those “who sleep
in the dust ofthe earth shall awake, some to everlasting life
and some to shame and everlasting contempt” (Daniel 12:2).
Isaiah wrote, “Awake and sing, ye that dwell in the dust;
for thy dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast forth the dead”
(Isaiah 26 : 19). In Matthew’s gospel, chapter 25, Jesus speaks
‘of “coming in his glory, and all the angels with him.” He
sits on the throne of his glory and before him “are gathered
"all the nations.” The resurrection of all the dead is comp-
lete, for he now makes a separation of “‘sheep from ‘“‘goats.
Some hear him say, “‘come” and others  hear him say,
“depart” ; some “enterinto eternal life”” and some “go away
into eternal punishment.” . _
© - John refers to the same simultaneous resurrection of good
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and bad : “Marvel not at this : for the hour cometh in which
all that are in the tombs shall hear his voice, and shall come
forth ; they that have done: good, unto the resurrection of:
life ; and they that have done .evil, unto the resurrection of
judgment (condemnation)” (John 5 : 28, 29).

. Paul, in making defense before the governer, Felix, states :
““Having hope toward. God, which these also themselves look
for, that there shall be a  [singular] resurrection both of the
just and the unjust” (Acts 24 : 15). He concludes. “Tou-
ching the resurrection [singular] of the dead [plural] am I
called in question before you this day” (Acts 24 : 21).

The context of 1 Thessalonians 4 indicates that these
Christians thought if you died before Christ came again you
had missed all. But Paul showed that this was not the case.
In fact, he wrote, “The deadin Christ shall rise first ; then
we that are alive, that are left, shall- together with them be
- caught up in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air, ‘and so
shall we ever be with: the Lord” Paul is not here considering
the wicked dead, for he said, ‘ the dead in Christ.” The
‘‘we that are alive” refers to Christians. It is this combined
group of - Christians who. had’ died -and those who were still
alive at his coming who would “ever be with the Lord.”

The Corinthians Christians also had questions about the
resurrections of the dead and the change of those who were
yet alive when the Lord would come again. Paul argued that
they shouldn’t worry, ‘for the ‘trumpet shall sound, and the
dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed”
(1 Corinthians 15 : 52). This is ‘the- ““last trump* that signals
the heavenly charge for victory over-all things oppossing hu:n,
especially death.

The teaching of the Scriptures on the s1multaneous resur-
rection of good and bad from the grave is inseparably tied to
the doctrine of a great Judgment that will immediately follow.

The Judgment

Christ’s second coming’ will mean judgment for all. It
will signal the end of earthly history ‘and the final separation
of the righteous from the wicked. ‘“Time shall be no more.” .
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All who have ever lived will stand together before the Judg—
ment seat of Christ,

There are many passagés whlch statef that God will Judge—

and many more which state that Jesus "will judge. The diffi-
culty 'is -easily resolved: when we  consider: Jesus statement.
“and he [God] gave him: [the’Son] authority to execute judg-
ment, because -he isa son of man” (John 5: 27).: Again,
“he hath appointed a day in which he will judge the world in -
nghteousness by the mian whom he hath ordamed” :(Acts’
17 : 31). : '
Cornelius and his household heard Peter conclude his -
memorable sermon with these - words : ¢‘And he charged us to
preach unto the people, and to-testify that this is he who is
ordaired of God to be the Judge of the livmg and the dead”
(Acts 10 : 42). :

- Jesus said to his critics, “For nelther doth the Father
judge any man, but he hath given all judgment unto the Son”
(John 5 :22). And Paul insists, “We must all be made mani-
fest before the judgmerit seat of Christ ; that each one may
receive the things done in the body, according to what he
hath done, whether it be good or bad” (2 Corinthians 5:10).
This literally means all, every human will be made mamfest

—*“laid open.”

Paul had already touched on this in‘his first letter to these
Christians : “Wherefore judge nothing before the time, until
the Lord come, who will both bring to light the hidden things
of darkness, and make manifest the counsels of the hearts...”
(1 Corinthians 4 : 5). When Jesus:comes he will resurrect all
and judge all, even making known the purposes of their hearts.
Jesus told those who rejected him that it would be more tole-
rable in ‘‘the day of judgment for Tyre and Sidon” (Matthew
11:22), Judgement would be upon a ‘‘day,” or one period,
just -as “all in the graves” would hear his voice in. ‘“that
hour,” or one period.

- The whole human family awaits his return. That great
host who now dwell in “the silent halls of death”- await the
universal call, “come forth.” . The 11vmg also will see this tri-
umphal return and expernence the -change .to immortality.
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“And then gvery mortal will stand m@Ompany wmth all~ who
‘have ever lived—“the small and ‘the great.” Then Jesus will
judge each soul and ass1gn eternhl destiny. Then the elements
of this universe will melt “with fervent heat.” Time is no
more : eternity has begun. . .- .-

The End of the World

Many feel that our. present creatmn was never meant to
gmal state of purlty The Sonptutes, however, teach _th_at

God will destroy this creatlon and glve h1s people “a new hea-
ven and - anew earth. -~ - Do ; SR

" The Psalmlst sald “The earth and the heavens “afe the
work of thy hands. They shal] pernsh but thou shall{“endure >
(Psalm 102 26) Isaiah added “Llft up your eyes to the heaVens
‘and look upon the earth beneath 3] for the heavens shall vanish

'away llke smoke, and the earth shall wax old h"ke a garment Bl
(Tsaiah 51 6). ’

The Apostle Peter speaks plainly about the end of our
-cosmos.: “The day of'the Lord will come as a thief ; in the
which the heavens shall pass away with a great -noise, and the
elements; shall be dissolved: ‘with fervent heat, and: the
-earth and the woiks that are therein: shall be burned up.
" Seeing that these things.are thus:-all to: be: dissolved, . what
manner of persons ought ye to'be. ‘;” 2 Peter 3:10,.11).

The next to last chapter of the Blble beglns v “And I saw
a new heaven and a new earth fo:: the first heaven and the
first earth-are passed away... (Revelatlon 21: D.

Three great events will occur ‘when our Lord comes: agaln
the resurrection, “for all who. are.in the grave shall hear
his voice and come forth” ; the judgment, “And I.saw.the
the dead, the great, and the small, standing before the throne”
of his judgment ; and: the end of this creation When it shall

““be burned up.” We will be.a, _part; we will expenence them.
‘They will be.an experience of - extreme: tecror; or_supreme bliss,
We are each in the process-of determining which it-shall be, -
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‘Let The Bible Speak On Accepting
Christ

Clifford Reel

Much is heard today about the need for accepting Christ.
“Even-among those who. use the term there often seems to be a
-diffetence of meaning. Exactly what is one supposed to do
-wyho is told to “‘accept Chrnst as your persenal Savxour ?” '

It is significant that these words used in . this fashion are

. not found i in the Bible. We are admonished in I Pet. 4:11,

«If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God ** Paul
had the opportumty to declare “the conversmn of Gentlles

Acts 15: 3. The admomtlon of Acts 3 : 19 was that “Repent

ye therefore and be converted that your sins may be blotted

OUtsesenens » To refer to conversion is correct’ accordlng to the

scnptures.

The Bible does speak of some gladly receiving Jesus in Lk

8:40. Others would not receive him. “He came to his own
-and his own received him not,” Jn. 1: 11. Also, the:Samari-
tans refused to receive him, Lk. 9 : 53. ‘We are told “‘as many
as received him, to them .:gave he power to become the sons.of
God, even to them that believe on his name,” 1:12.
This is more than just believing that Jesus lived or trembling
at this word. Jas. 2 19 states, “Thou believest that there is
one God : thou doest well’: the devils also believe and trem-
ble.” Jas.1:21 tells us, “Receivé with meekness the
‘engrafted word, which is able to save your souls.” One can
reject Christ by ‘not receiving his words (Jn. 12 : 48). Jesus
"gaid-we could hear the words of the apostles and “believe:on
‘me through their ‘word.”  Jn.17 220. If we receive ‘those
‘gent by Christ we receive him (Jn. 13 : 20). The importance
-of receiving the-word and keeping it is seen in the parable -of
the'sowerin Bk. 8: 11-15. -One has not -accepted Christ who
has not heard the word :and -obeyed ‘it.
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A Matter Of Taste ;

- The heart (mind) is the seat of one’s desires and ‘aﬂ'ections,
-and thus determines his chonces in life, which gradually mould
the character of the person. A vulture looks down for carrion
because of his taste. and the hum;mpg bird kooks up for nectar
in beautiful flowers because of his taste. When you.depart this
life, you will either be a fit subject for higher realms because
you developed proper taste in life, or one of the many who
lived after the flesh (Rom. 8 : 13), and are fit only for lower
regions. :

I. ONLY TWO KINDS OF TASTE: On this earth, all
the choices we make or tastes we develop are of two classes or
types ; Fleshly or Spiritual : Those ‘coming from the earth
(Satan), or those from Heaven (God). We need to remember
this in order to avoid being deceived, James 3 : 15-17. If we
do not love the truth and things- of God, he will send false
things to snit our taste (2 Thess. 2 : 11). Because of this, we
‘must govern our interests at all times, remembering that they
WHO ARE IN THE FLESH CAN NOT PLEASE GOD
(Rom. 8 :5-8). KNOW YE NOT THAT THE FRIENDSHIP
OF THE WORLD IS ENMITY WITH GOD ? WHOSOEVER
THEREFORE WILL BE A FRIEND OF THE WORLD IS
THE ENEMY OF GOD. (James 4 : 4). So, LOVE'NOT THE
WORLD, NEITHER THE THINGS OF THE WORLD. - IF
ANY MAN LOVE THE WORLD, THE LOVE OF THE
JFATHER IS NOT IN HIM. (1 John 2: 15).

The Bible is filled with stories and examples contrasting the
values of these two fields of choice, emphasizing the need to
guide our interest. ‘Consider a few, such as Eséu’s choice bet-
ween a morsel of meat and spiritual food Heb. 12:16 ; Peter’s
failure to understand the choice between love of fish and
Christ, John 21 : 15 ; Christ’s warning not TO LABOUR FOR
MEAT WHICH PERISHES John 6:27, and in verse 63, THE
FLESH PROFITETH NOTHING. IT IS THE SPIRIT THAT
QUICKENETH. Thus, MAN SHOULD NOT ' LIVE -BY
BREAD ALONE, BUT BY EVERY WORD THAT PROCE-
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EDETH FROM THE MOUTH OF GOD-Matthew 4 : 4.
Remember the man in Matthew 13 ; 44 who. sold all he had to
buy the field (church) in which the treasure (salvation) had
‘been - hidden and that in Matthew 6 : 19- 33, Christ éxplains
‘the comparatlve value of earthly tréasure and’ heavenly, and
the compulsion to choose between the two. when we face the
fact: that we can not 'choose both, we are then réady for His
promlse in verse 23 that worldly blessings will be added after
‘we seek first the Spmtua] let: us not make ‘ the ch01ce of the
rich man in Matthew 19 : 22, hvmg in sorrow on this earth
and’in - torment -in that to come. WATCH AND: PRAY,
THAT YE ENTER NOT INTO TEMPTATION : THE
SPIRIT INDEED IS WILLING BUT. THE FLESH IS WEAK.

Matthew 26 : 41. . : :
A. WORLDLY  TASTES : There-;» are .many worldly
pleasures, and desire for ‘the same, which are permissible by
‘God, but we must control them rather than the other way
round. The Christian need not:deny himself anything that
-would-bring him peace and happiness (John 10:10). Do not be
deceived by this statement, however, Pleasures which we must
refuse (stealing, drinking, fighting, gambling,: fornication) do
not bring peace & - happiness. True peace comes only from the
arrangement of God. Marital relations with the one to whom
God has joined you, good food clothing and security in the
‘home where Christ is the unseen guest ; fellowship and love of
‘God and his children. =Even these God-given pleasures do not
bring peace unless enjoyed under the control of the participant.
Phil. 4: 5. Satan is able to ensnare the unwary until the
individual has allowed pleasure to become his god, his religion,
and is in the condition of ‘““being dead while she liveth” (1 Tim.
5:6). This is why the only safe course to persue in some
pleasures is to Abstain from fleshly Lusts which war against
the soul (1 Peter 2 11). For, a man might enjoy all the
pleasure of the world-gain the whole world, and lose his soul,
and it profits him nothing, (Matthew 16 : 26). The rich fool
of Luke 12: 19 learned this when it was too late. This
enslaveent works through many channels, as the ‘household
dutles of Martha Martha, Martha, Thou art careful and
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troubled about many things but one: ' thi ng is needful and Mary
hath chosen that good part which shall not’be taken away
from her, (Luke 10 : 41-42). To have' " the proper attitude-
in choices, we need faith like Moses to Choose rather to suffer’
affliction with the people of God, than to -enjoy the. pleasures
of sin for A’ season (Hebrew 11 :25). When we assume
this attitude of sxmpllcxty, we then become the Babes to
which God reveals truth in preference to the wise. (Matthew
11: 25).

B. Spmtual Tastes The greatest dlﬁ'erence between
physical and splntual tastes is the way in which they are mstxl-
led into the life of the individual ; the physical desires are like
weeds-innately present, commg forth when not wanted, neces-
sitating constant suppression ; the spmtual tastes must. be
acquired, planted and nurtured carefully-Satan is fighting their
development " in every inch of growth, - However, Spmtual )
blessings will come only to those who ‘have:learned this lesson:
Christ says, Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after. ugh-
teousness. For they shall be filled (Matthew 5 : 6). Those

who' do not develop this taste will not be filled::

The development of - this , essential  hunger is poss1b1e on]y
after we have Tasted of the Lord. That he is good, (Psalms
34 : 8). Some who have never tried the Lord-seem to. fear that
he is bitter. Being creatures of habit; too often people seek
happiness in worldly pleasure because that is all they have
experienced. We need to look past these temporal efitice-
ments, to have vision in the future Learn from Lot who had -
his choice of the fertile valley of wicked people or the rocky )
hillsides, minus those evxls (Genesns 13: 13-14) :

-After learning to appreclate the lasting value of spmtual :
things above physical ones, we need to remember there is only
one place where they can be found. Ephesians 1 : 3 states-
that all spiritual blessings are in Jesus : John 8 : 24, that if you
don’t believe this you will die in your sins ; Luke 13 : 3, that .
this faith must cause you to repent ¢ of your. sins, and in this
way you have come to Jesus, ready to enter him to obtain the“
spiritual blessings. Christ has only one entrance : John 10 : 9
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1 Cor.:.12:13; Gal. 3:27. Romans 6:3-5; Col 2:9-13.
Once we have come into Christ by this door we must remain

to: enjoy those spiritual things which can-only be found in his
spiritual body.
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The Sign of His Coming

by Farman Kearley

@@@@@@@aaﬁ@@ﬁ

W’I@IE

Famines ! Earthquakes ! Wars and rumors of wars ! These
are the signs many expect to herald the second coming of
Chnst In almost every century since Christ ascended to
heaven some Christian. sect has focused on a rash of
physical and military calamities and predicted the immi-
nent teturn of our Lord. These predictions are based on
a misintefpretation of Jesus® discourse in ‘Matthew 24, Mark
13, and Luke 21. What is the real meaning and message of
our Lord’s prophecy  in ‘these. chapters ? What is the truth
concerning the signs of his’ commg ? ' '
Key to mterpretatlon of Matthew 24

The key to understandmg Christ’s words is to realize that



27

hie was answermg two basic questions, each posed in two
different WOrdmg and that his answer covers both Matthew 24

and 25

After bemg shown the bulldmgs of the temple,. Jesus said,
“There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall
not be thrown down” (v. 2). Upon hearing this, his disciples
asked. him questions. The first question co,ncerned the destruc- -
tion of the temple : “When shall these thmgs be 7 (v. 3), or
“‘What shall be the sign when these things are all about to be
accomplished ?” (Mark 13:4; Luke 21:7) The second question '
was about the second coming : “What shall be the sign of thy
coming and of the end of the world ?” (v. 3).

Jesus then proceeded to answer the two questlons in order.
In Matthew,24:4-22 he gave the disciples warnings, 1ns_truqtlons,
descriptions and signs pertaining to the times from A.D. 30
until the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple in A.D. 70,
In verses 23-28 Jesus clearly affirmed that the signs described
in verses 4-22, such as was, earthquakes, famines, persecutions,
and the abomination of desolation did not pertain tothe
coming of the Son of Man because his coming will not be pre-
ceded by signs, but will be sudden and universal.

In verses 29-31 the Lord described with highly figurative
language the conditions ofter the fall of Jerusalem until
the coming of the Son of Man. A-careful study of
Tsaiah 13:9-11; 34:1-15; Ezekiel 32:6-10 and other passages
will show that the Lord’s punishment against Babylon,
Edom, Egypt, Israel, and other nations is frequently described
with cataclysmic terminoloy. Therefore, for Jesus to describe -
the effect of the fall of Jerusalem and the -temple with such
terms as the sun being dark, the moon not shining, and the
stars falling is not unusual at all, Thus, in verse§ 29-31 Christ
was simply stating that after the fall of the temple and Jerusa-
lem, chaotic conditions would prevail and continue until the
time for the coming of the Son of man.

Next in verses 32-36 the Lord contrasted the destructmn
of Jerusalem with the second coming. He . indicated that the
destruction of Jerusalem would be preceded by signs as easily
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seen as leaves on a branch and would -occur durmg the llfetlme
of the generatlon to whom he. was speakmg : that is, before the
death of some of the drsclples In contrast, the time of the &
coming of the Son of Man is unknown to all, mcludmg the f
angel and the Son Only the Father knows (v 36). X

" Finally,’ Chrlst descrtbed the nature of the commg of the::;'
Son of Man in Matthew 24: 37 through 25:46. By comparlson:
and illustration he aﬂirmed that the second coming would be’f.
like the unexpected flood i m the days of Noah (24 37-42). It
would be like the sxlent secret entrance of ‘the. thlef (24:43,
44), or the unheralded return of a lord upon his evil servant;'
(24:45- 51) The second commg of the Lord is further compa-
red to the coming of the bridegroom to the ten virgins (25:1-
‘13), and the cOmmg the man to’ make a' reckoning w1th7
hlS servants concermng " their talents (25:14-30). Then Jesus
descrlbed the Judgment scene of the sheep and the goats (25:31-
26). - 3
Evrdence for ‘the Fulﬁllment of Matthew 24 422 :

¢ A‘bundant emstmg evxdence clearly proves that the srgns :5
Jesus spoke of ‘were fulfilled during the lifetime or generation
of ‘the aposties (1) After the destruction of Jerusalem essentially -
-not one stone of the temple was left upon another. (2)-State--
ments from Josephus and -Gamaliel ‘prove that many false
‘ptophets and false Christs tried "to deceive the people and”
helped-start the war with-Rome:A. D.- 66-70. (3) There were
“wars and rumors of wars” between A. D. 30 and A.D. 70
Gentiles-fought against Jews; Barbarians against Romans, and
civil-war raged in Rome. . (4) Suitonius Tacitus, and others.
give evidence, of many famines and earthquakes Just prior to . i
A:.D. 70.: Great persecutions were waged against Jewsand -
Christians. Eusebius tells how Christians-took Jesus’ warning
literally and fled-Jerusalem at the sight of the ‘‘abomination -
of desolation”. . This was in ,all probability the Roman ensigns -
consisting of eagles and 1mages of the emperor whlch were
symbols of idolatry.

The message ¢ of Matthew 24 : :

The true message and 'central admomtlon ‘of Christ to his .
apostles in reSponse to - theu' questlons is"summed up in

B TR IR IR R - .. {Conid .on: 1astpagp'
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Important Note’
To Readers !

We will no longer mail your copy of our maga-
zine “THE BIBLE TEACHER” in within a few
months’ time. At present we are preparing a
cyclostyle sheet of all those in our mailing list, we
need your latest address and also an indication

from you that you desire to continue receiving this

magazine. You can let us know by returning this

form at once, (If we do not'hear from you pres-’

ently, we will have to drop you from our mailing
list, as you will appreciate that we have no way of

-knowing if you want our magazine or if our maga-

zine is reaching you at all).

Write Your Full Name And Address In Blocks

Mail to : CHURCH OF CHRIST, Box 3815, NEW
DELHI-110049.

(Ps. Also, ) quote your number, if you have one :)
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Matthew 24:42 : “Watch therefore fof ye know not on what
_day your Lord cometh.” , . . .

- The summary of his message is- that- there-will be signs-pre~ -:
reeding the destruction of Jerusalem, but there will be no: ‘
.signs definitely pointing out the coming of the Son of Man.: :
"Matthew 24 gave signs heralding the destruction of Jerusalem| !

in A. D. 70, but its message for us is that there will be o signs: '
‘ahnouncing the second coming. Rather, Jesus warns. ‘““There--
fore be ye also ready ; for in an hour that ye think not the Son; -
of Man cometh” (Matthew 24:44). o
‘Christ Returneth : L
It may be at morn, when the day is awaking, .
When sunlight thro darkness and shadow is breaking, S
That Jesus will come in the fulness of glory, ‘
- To receive from the world his own.
It may be at mid-day, it may be at twilight, - . - - f
- It may be, perchance, that the blackness of midnight, D
Will burst into light in the blaze of " his glory, ' o
When Jesus receives his own.
O joy ! O-delight ! should we go without dying, _ ,
No sickness, no sadness, no dread and no crying, . -
Caught up thro’ the clouds with our Lord into glory,
. When Jesus receives his own. B
. Q, Lord Jesus, how long, how long;
. Ere we shout the glad song, -
«~ Christ returneth ! Hallelujah ! Hallelujah ! ‘Amen.

. Hallelujah | Amen, . :—H.L. TURNER. ' -
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