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The Vigtorious Kipgdom-

There isnothing as thrilling as- to experience ¥ietory. That
is what life is all about.: sesking to win, fobe sugcessful, to
overcome.  In sports, whether it be an individual or 3 team, the
game is. played to win, to d;:feat the opposmon Vlctory may
not always come but at least thati is the reason for all of the
hard work and strepuous effort, Who wants to be on the losing
side ? Students go to sghool or to college to pass ‘their course.
They study, and prepare for the examination”with the hope
that they.can make a passing grade. They do not want
to fail and perhaps rpin their futyre. Likewise, in the business
world, the whole idea is to sell and make a profit. Some mlght
g9 bankrupt, but the aim.is to be sucgessful. Countnes go to
wﬂtﬁgqu;st each other with but one thought in mmd and that
is to be victorious over the enemy. During India’s war with
Pakistan, these words were . constaptly being spokcn and heard,
“Vigtory Is Ours.” " A few years ago, during World War II,
Churchill always gave his famous sign by holding up his hand
with two fingers spread which .symbolized V for Victory. And
so it gaes in every phase of life,. '

Although all are constantly seekmg v1ctory or success the
goalis not always reached. Where two.or more are Rlaymg a
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game,. someone has to lose., It may be that both worked hard
to prepate for it, but still that might not be enough. Sometimes .
students fail their courses although they had high hopes of
passing. Not all businessmen succegd, Some go broke. They
lose all of their money. And not all countries win when they
go to war. They may even lose . their country and cease to
exist. This means then that Where there i is vrctory for some
there may be defeat and dlsaster for others. This is hard to

take, but it is a fact of life nevertheless and we have to live _
with. 1t

5

Wouldn’t it be nice to. know that there is an area in which
you can alyays win, where you «can experience. vrctorggevery
time, and whete'it woulld be impossible evér to Be. defegted ?
Well, there is such -an area or-place. " This is-in the spiritual
realm, in the Lord’s kingdom or . church. The Blble pictures
the kmgdom as a v1ctor10us kmgdom . Therefore to ‘experience
v1ctory all one needs to do is to be in this kmgdom Let’s
take a closer look -and ‘see what al] th]S involves. -

Accordmg to Ephe51ans 1 the kmgdom or the church had
its beginning in the mind of God That is, he planned it, made
all preparations for it, had the prophets to speak of its coming,
etc. Then in passages hke Isaiah 2 : 2, 3 ; Joel 2 : 28,29 and
similar references, the prophets of God foretold its coming; In
Daniel 2 : 44, in partlcular, we read, “And in the days of these
kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall
never be destroyed : and the kingdom shall not be left to other
people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these king-
doms, and it shall stand for ever.”” Here Daniel tells us when
this kmgdom would be set up or established. It"would be i in
the days of a certain group of kings. Accordmg to the context
and the actual time in which ' the kingdom was established, it
was in the ~days of the Roman. kings or Caesars. Furthermore,
he said that God would set it up and that it would never be
destroyed but that 1t would stand forever Now that is reassur-
ing, isn’t it ? We know that wrth ‘earthly kmgdoms, they are
constantly commg and’ gorng, governments Tise and fall, new
countries are coming into existencé while other countries -are
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céasing to exist. ' But in the ‘case of this kirigdom, it will never
be destroyed. ~ That ‘is, it is impossible for it to be destroyed.
And Coupled with this, is the promise ‘that it' will stand foréver,
Once established, it ' would continue to-exist for the rest of time
and then it would stand throughout all of etermty That i is why
we are referrmg to it as the victorious: kmgdom s Y

In Matthew 2:1, 2 we read, John the Baptlst came preachmg
that the kmgdom of heaven was at hand. It would be of heaven,
from God, and it was nearby or would soon be established.
Chrxst sald to those gathered around. him i m ‘his.day, “Venly I
say unto you, That there be some of them that stand here,
which shall not taste of death till they have seen the kingdom. .
of God come with power.”  (Mark 9 : 1) ‘Since_some of
those who were hvmg at that time would still be hvmg at the
coming of the kmgdom “then ev1dently it came shortly there-
after. . But if we can find when the power came .then we may
know when the kmgdom was estabhshed because the kingdom
was to come w1th power. On turning to Acts 2 we may réad
of the coming of that power. It was ongmally promlsed to the
Apostles (John 15 : 16) and was said to be the Comforter. He
was to be giver to them to call to their remembrance’ all the
things that the Lord had taught then. :Jesus had promised that
he was going to -establish his kingdom but they.did not at that
‘time fully comprehend the nature of the kingdom. -Even at the
Lord’s ascension Peter was asking if he . would not restore the
kingdom, and he was thinking of the earthly kingdom of Israel: -
He thought that. perhaps that Christ would return to this king-
dom all of its former power and glory. but of -course the
kingdom the. Lord was going to establish would be a -spiritual
kingdom.. The Spirit, then, would guide thé Apostles in matters
pertaining to the kingdom so. that no:mistake would be made.
Also, even though Christ taught the. Apostles that he would die,
would be buried; and in. three.days would rise from the grave,. -
they did not understand this before his death. When Christ:
did.die, and after his burial, they somewhat gave up and return:: -
ed to their original professxons They thought all was lost. But
the Lord did come forth from the’ giave and go on to' do ‘the
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work that he had promised he would do. The Apostles then
needed the power of the Holy Spirit to cali-to their remems
brance all - the -things that Christ had taught them and to give
to them the-very words that they should speak, to guide them
in- all of their work to be sure that the kingdom or church was
established and that it ‘might victeriously spread throughout
the world. The Spirit would also give the Apostles the power
to speak in other languages so asto be able to preach the
gospel among any language grotp they came in contact - with
without having to take precious time out to study the languages
involved orto be hindered by translators. He also enabled them
to pei‘form mlracles to conﬁrm the word masmuch as the

read and study” to see " if the Apostles were preaching the pure
word of “God, but through the signs and wonders that they
would be able to do by the power of the Spirit, it would be
obvious to all that they were indeed Apostles of God. So the
kmgdom was to comé with power and the power was to bé
given for these reasons. Through all of this God’s people were
assured of ‘complete victory.

* So initially, God planned the kmgdom then he spoke of it
repeatedly in prophecy. When: Christ came, he himself promised
to build the kingdom or-the church. Jesus said, “And I say
also unito thee, That theu art Peter, and upon this rock1 will
build-my church ; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against
it. And T will give unto thee the keys ‘ofthe kingdom -of heaven:
and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in
hedven :and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed
in-hedven.” (Matthew 16 : 18, 19). Now, what had Peter and the
Apostles confessed hete ? That Jesus ‘Christ was the Son of
God. Based on that confession, the Lord said that upon ' this
confession, or upon this rock, I will build my church. So the
chiirch would be built upon thefact that Jesus Christ was. the
Sofi: of God. That foundation is a sure foundation (1 'Corin-
thians 3:11), with Christ being the rock, the chief corner stone.

And Peter vsaysj that we aﬁs Christians are lively stones.Bgilt
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upon that chief cornerstone and that' we are: therefore built up
#-spiritual house, which isthe family of God, the thurth, - My
‘friehds, the church or kingdom therefore rests to this ‘day on
‘that foundation. ‘Had the church not been built on:such a
foundation from the -beginning, it would have leng since ‘crom-
‘bled and fallen away and- would by: now be.forgotten. But ‘it
lives on even to this day and it cannot be destroyed and it will
‘'stand forever because it isbuilt on Christ. But netice again
that Christ said that he would noteven allow death, or the
‘gates of hell, to’keep him from building the church or the king-
‘dom. He knew he was going to die. He knew ‘he would be
going temporarily to the place ‘of the dead. But he said that
he' would not allow even' this to keep him from ‘building his
church. And finally, Christ speaks of the church and ‘the
kingdom as being the same orpatmization or ‘institution. The
‘terms church and kingdom 4re wsed interchangedbly like the
words body and church in Colossians 1 :'18 and Ephesians
1322, 23. Interestingly enough, . prior-to the establishment of
“fhe’ church, it is almost always spoken of as-being a: kingdom.
This is always the case in the ©Old Testathent and even:in
-Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, the word :church is used: only
about two times-and all other times it is- sai-t6 be a kingdom.
-Bowever, after the church was established, whereas at times it
was spoken of as being a kingdom; it was usually: seferred to as
being the church. But whether it is spoken of as beingithe
church or the kingdom, the writer has reference  to the same
-grganization. . Seme have said that the Lord. intended to
-¢stablish the &kingdom but when he got ready to do se, .the Jews
had rejected him and therefore. hie substituted -the chusch, -but
at some future time the kmgdom will yet .be established. This
is absurd. Surely the Lord knew what he was domg and
surely he carried out his plan and established the _kingdom,
which is the church, on schedule. There is therefore no kmgdom
yet to come since it has already been estabhshed

But continuing, when we réturn to Acts 2 we will ﬁad !that
the Apostles were gatheted in Jerusdletn -as-the Lord had asked
thiem to do {Luke 24 ; Acts 1'¢ 8), that a large crowd ‘was
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-gathered there since it was Péntecost, a Jewish: feast day, and
-people. had come from all over the world to observe it. Surely
‘this 'was nio :accident. Then the power came, as promised. With
.the Spirit being .poured -out upon the :Apostles, they had the
.power- to speak in the languages -of the. people that were
gathered there and then they preached that Christ fulfilled the
iprophecies; and. performed . miracles, had died on;the cross, had
been, resurrected ‘and after appearing before many he had
.returned to the Father in heaven to sit down on the right hand
_of God to reign as King of kings and Lord of lords. As a result,
there were: those who were pr;cked or cut to the heart and they
wanted to know ‘what they should do. Being brought now to
the pomt of behef, they were told 10, repent and be baptized in
the name of Jesus Christ for the. remission of their sins and
they would receive the. gift of the Holy Spirit. Some three
thousand of them gladly received the word and were baptized
and the Lord added to .the church those who were being saved.
-Thus we have the beginning of the church, or the kingdom.
And please notice that from the,. very beginning, from the very
Afirst day, it was.a great success. They didn’t get down to the last
.minute and find; that it would be necessary for it. to be postpo-
ned or rescheduled. Instead, it started on time. Everything
was on time. Everything went like clock work. Not only so,
.but from that day forward the gospel began to spread and the
church or. kingdorh began to spring up. everywhere.

- The chiirch had its enemies but persecution and all of the
efforts to slow it up and to destroy it were unsuccessful. The
record says that the disciples ‘were scattered abroad but that
Jthey went everywhere ‘preaching the word. (Acts 8).

The Hebiew wrlter tells ‘us, “Wherefore we receiving a
kmgdom which ¢anrot be moved, let us have grace, whereby
‘we may’ serve God acceptably W1th reverence and godly fear :
“For-our God isa consumifig fire.” '(Hebrews 12 : 28,29). In
the context he shows that everything in the earth and in heaven
-will one day be shaken and- removed except for the one thing
:that will stand, -and that is . the Lord’s kingdom. Concerning
it,he says that it cannof be shaken or moved. As the prophet



7
of old said, it cannot--b‘e destroyed 54t will stand forever.

As the Lord s people, members of - the church, the Lord’s
kmgdom we are on the wmnmg team. We have the Lord’s
promise that he w1ll ‘be with us (Matthew 28 : 20), ‘we have his
word, Whlch is the Sword of the Spirit (Hebrews 4 :12), spiri-
tual armour to protect us (Ephesians 6), and all splntual
blessmgs in’ Christ. (Ephesmns 1:3). We are free from sin,
and as sons and daughters of the King we have nothmg to be
ashamed of ‘in this w011d ‘'We ‘are told that even the devil
canpot harm us, that “is, if we will resist him he will flee from
us. Too, Christ has promlsed to help us to overcome every
temptaflon that befalls us ' :

A citizens of the Lord’s kingdom " we represent a preserva-
tive power for the world. - As' the Lord’s family we not only
have: a Father to look "to for help.but. we have ‘each other to
turn to in times of need. There i§ no-need so great or small
but that we can look to the Lord for help, day or: mght all of
our lives because he cares for us.

In the book of Revelation we read of many of the Lord’
people being persecuted and even put to death. No doubt, some
were beginning to. waver in their faxth but among all of the
many other- things set forth in that great book, three strong
points are made : First, those who had suffered for the Lord
would not -lose theu' reward. That is a lesson we also must
remember. Regardless of what we go through in this life, if
we belong to the Lord and if we will but remain faithful to him
unto death, then we will receive a crown_of life. (Revelatlon
2 :10)... Second, just because there were persecutlon, prohlems,
and dlﬂicultles, that d1d not mean "that the Lord had forsaken
them but that he was still on the throne and that he was still
in change of things. Likewise today, sometimes we may think
that God is far ‘away from us, but this is not so. He still lives,
reigns, and he is. still in charge of things. Someone has sald that
if . God should direct some individual to. give-an inspired account
today - .of how ‘he’ is working in the - world then: it would no
_dbubt read. much like the Bible. »For instance, there are coun-
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tries that fise #nd fll, goverinments that come to power aiid
then go down, and there are individuals who rise to power
whlle others are defeated. Does all of this happen by accident ?
Do you recall how Herod in 'the 1ong ago madé a speech dnd
the people said that God had spokcn? Insteéad of béing iium‘ﬁlé
and refusmg such an honor ‘he gloried 'in it and the récord says
that he was smitten of the Lord being eaterd of worms. Now
if the inspired record had not revéaléd this Yact, it tright te
said that Herod just die. Aiso, Ananias and Sapﬁhlra suffered
death at the hand of God because they lied concérning thsir
gift. Agaln, had it not been for the mSpn'ed account ‘we Hight
think that this couple died natural déaths. Bt in both casés,
God brought them down. Does God not ‘Jeal int the affair$ of
man today as he did then ? Surely God lives and he is still in
charge of things. To reach any other conclusion would be a
serious mistake. And finally, in the end, the Lord’s kingdom
will be victorious. Oh, how wonderful to know that the Lord’s
kingdom will withstand all of its enemies and will live on
forever more. How wonderful to be a part of such a kingdom

and to have such assurance and such hope.

Brethren #hd fildnds, if we are titizehs of the Lord’s king:
dom, ‘the church, and if We are faithful ‘citiZens, hen We are
gssured of v1ctory ‘We are on the winnifi féatil and We canmot
lose. We may be féw in tHumber, we thay dot hdve Targe
meetmg houses, we iay be rejectéd, aid gven fifstrented, but

with the Lord we aré going to be victotiois.  We ay Hotd owr
heads up, have every confidefice, sinilé at the world, 4nd take
the initiative against all odds, bécaise We have the Lord, the
truth, we are miembers of the Lord’s kinigdin, #hd fruly faith
is the victory. ‘Onward, théréfore, Chiistian ‘soldiérs 4s Yhe
song goes, marching as unto war with the royal banner gobig
on before.

My friends; if you are not in this kingdom, the'church that
‘e'oan Tead about in the Bible, then you are on the losing shie.
In the world, even in mafh-made religious bodies, you cannot
win. AS §0ré as you are living, you will be deféated. The only
possible way to be a winner is to become a Christian and a



9

member of the Lor s ‘chutch, whfch is the v1ctonous kmgdom
that we read about in the Blble ‘

a sacmte
, uetshto ml

“But From The Begm_nmg It Was
" 'Not So”

Thns was the statement ‘Jesus made when some Pharxseesi
under the law of Moses approached him to ask. the questlon .
“Is' it Tawful for 4 man to put away hxs wife for every cause 77
To this Jesus replied, ‘““Have ye not read that he which made
them at the beginning made them male and female, - And said,
for.. this cause shall. man leave father and miother, and 'shall:
cleave to his wife : and they. iwainj- -shall be ‘one flesh ? Where-
fore they are no..more twain, butone flesh. What therefore -
God hath joined together, let not man.put .asunder.” At this.
they said unto Jesus, “Why did- Moses then : command to give
a writing of divorcement, . and to-put: her away ?”’ Jesus: said
“Moses because of the hardness of your hearts suffered you to-
put away your wives.: BUT FROM THE BEGINNING IT:
WAS-NOT S0.” (Matthew 19:3-8). :

‘But there are several other thmgs also that are being practi-
sed and taughit today in the dendminational world in the name.
of Chiistianity that were not so from the begmmng In fact, such
things are being practised - dmong the believers of Christ since -
a Tong period-of time, and some of thém  even have their origin
in“the second and the third ‘century AD. and therefore, they
aré readlly aecépted without any questlon doubt, or- mvestlga-
tion, as part of the’ rehglon “of Jesus Christ. - But the ‘truth is
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that all such things started creeping into the church after all the
apostles had died, after the first century A D., as was also
forewarned by the apostles (1 Timothy 4:1-3; Timothy 4:1-4).
And thus, from the beginning they were not so. What are
they ?

To mention some of them, today we hear much REOUt join-
ing a church of one’s own chmcg, that is, one can j,gm any
church of his own choice, or‘leavg any church for sothe 1 ﬁs%ns
and join another. But the fact is thatin the beginning, when
Christ established the church, it was not so. The record-says,
all the believers, who repented of their sins, were immersed
(baptized) for the forgiveness’ of sins, and thére-upon were
added by the Lord to the church daily. - (Acts 2:37-47). The
Lord has but only one church (Matthew 16:18). He therefore
added all ‘the saved ‘people to his one church. There was no
such thing as to joining a church, or leaving one church for
joining another, since there was but only one church (Ephe-
sians 4:4; Colossians 1: 18). ‘

Also, we hear today people talking about- this church and
that church or . his.church and my church. As we have seen
already that from the beginning it was not so. All the saved
were the members of the church, the body, and Christ.was its
head. The various congregations of the church’of Jesus Christ
were called churches of Clirist. (Romans 16:16). Once in-
those days when some certain Christians started calling them-
selves after the names of some men, like a large number of
people do today,. we read, apostle Paul immediately rebuked
them, and emphatically asked them, “Is Christ divided ? was
Paul “crucified for you ? or were ye baptized in the name of
Paul 7’ (1 C,orinthians‘1:13)‘. Since Some of them were begin-
ning to call themselves after paul’s name (Perhaps . Paulites), he.
asiccd them the question, Was Paul - Crucified for you or were
you haptize_d in my name ? The inference is, he wanted to
stres,s' the fact, that Chirist - was the one who died for all, and.
al§6 that, they were all baptized into Christ, and thus they were
all in, Christ, in his body, which. is. the church, (Galatians 3:27;
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1Corifithians 13:13: - Ephesians 1:22,23). 'They wére all calléd
after the namie of Christ—Christians. When much later peoplé
began to join chutches of their own choicethen they began to
be called after the names of their churches or organizations.
such as,—ist,—dist, etc. But from the beginning it' was not so.
They were called **Christians.”” (Acts 11:26).

Likewise, keepmg lents, celebratmg Christmas and Easter,
calling teligious leaders by such naes or titles as Reverend
Fathef,- Pastér, Padri, etc, using mechanical instruments of '
music in worship, and monthly or quarterly, rather than weekIy
observance of the Lord’s Supper, sprinkling or pouring water
for baptism, which in fact means immersion, baptizing babies,
and several other such things ‘wete not so from the beginning.
They were' later added, and.'most of these things had their
origin with the Roman Catholic church. And as we all know,
all of the modern day denominations have come into. exis-
tence out of the Catholic church, and so they have also brought
with them these man-made .doctrines and commandments, but
from the beginning it was not so. : o

- We urge you to study your: Bible and see for. yourself where
you actually stand rellglously Let’s be Christian according to
the Bible. For unless our religion and WOI’Shlp is according to
God’s will it would be in vain. Jesus said, “This peOple dra-
weth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with
their lips; but their heart is far from me. But in vain they do
worship me, teaching for doctrines the’ commandments of men.’
(Matthew 15:8,9). Peter says,” “If any man speak let * him
speak™ as the oracles’ of God.” (IPeter 4 11) And John
said, “Whosoever transgresseth, and abldeth not in the doctrine
of Christ, hath not God. He that abldeth in the doctrine of
Christ, he hath both the Fathér and the Son.” (2 John 9).

X X ox

Words Of Life
' “DOES IT MAKE ANY DIFFERENCE HOW ONE WOR-
SHIPS?” T othief words, is'all worship acceptable to God ?
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To .answer this questlon we -must observe what the wotd of God
says about worship. There are serveral types of - -worship men-
tloned in the New Testament: Vain worship, , Will worship;
Ignorant worshlp, Worshlp in Spirit and Truth. Notice, how
that three of these four are unacceptable to-God.

VAIN WORSHIP.. “This people draweth nigh unto -me
with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their
heart is far from me. But in vain do they worsh;p me, teaching
for thelr doctnnes the commandments of men.” Matthew. 15:8,
9. - e

The w0rd vain means empty, worthless havmg no genume
substance,‘ value, or importance. Therefore, worshlp conducted
after man’s commandment is worthless to God. . :

- 'WILL WORSHIP. “(Touch: not; taste not; handle not;
which all are to perish with the using;) after thé commandments
and. doctrines of men ? Which things have ‘-indéed a shew -of
wisdom in will-worship, and “humility, and neglecting ‘of the
body; not in any honour to :the satxsfymg of the ﬁesh” (Colos-
sians 2:21-23). A :

“Will worship is a self- “devised external form of ‘a cereménial
semce, a mode of ceremonial worshxp chosen for one’s self
(Bullinger’s Greek Lexicon). 'Note that' the scripture Sald that
those who worshnp as stich shall pensh Wlth the usmg ’

' IGNORANT WORSHIP “For as I passed by, and behelg
your devotions, I found an altar with this in scnptwn To the
Unknown God. Whom therefore ye lgnorantly worshlp, hxm
deciare I unto you.” (Acts 17: 23.) Ignorance is deﬁned as
lackmg knowledge, umnstructed or uninformed; untaught
According to Acts 17: 30, 31 God wxll not acccpt 1gn0ra.nt
worshlp (Paul tells them to turn frqm such) N o

WORSHIP IN SPIRIT AND TRUTH “But the hour
cometh and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship
the Father in Splrlt and in truth: for the Father seeketh such
to worship Him. .-God.isa Spmt and they that worship Him
must worship Hlm in spirit and truth,” > (John 4:23,24). True
wcrshxp is in spmt and truth Spmt 1s the character of our
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worship. Our worship must be - froma heart of love for our
Master, thus involving our attitude in approaching God in
worship (I Corinthians 13:1-3). Truth is the ‘standard to be
used, “Sanctify them in truth, thy word is truth.” (John 17:17)..
“Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him: If ye
continue in my word, then ye are my disciples indeed; And ye
shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”” (John
8:31,32). You can know the truth. Itis attainable, It is actual.

THIS IS THE KIND OF WORSHIP GOD DESIRES!

Therefore, all woréhip is mot acceptable to God. Much
worship is vain in the eyes of God. Many are worshipping
today after their own manner and mode. God cannot and
will not accepf such worship. Today many are worshiping in
ignorance-they just don’t know what' God reqmres How . are
YOU worshlppmg ?

Saved By

J. G. Brown

' . When one is saved, his -condition is then referred to by
various Bible terms such as., “salvation’’, “redemption’, “for-
giveness or remission of sins”, “eternal life”’, etc. There are two
phases of this condition, so the meaning must be determined
by the context of the verses in which the terms are found. Most
of the verses which use such terms refer to the candition of a
man who has been forgiven of past sins and is hvmg (on earth) -
in such a way as to receive remlss1on of other sins into which he
has fallen as a Charistian. “However, there are many verses
using the above terms to refer to the ﬁnal or eternal reward
after death of those faithful to his Word. ' These two phases of
salvatlon are closely related, as no one. can expect the second
phase unless he has. had the first phase on earth. (Rey. 2:10).

How can people be saved from. past sins 7.
. Th1s is the most impOrtant question' that any man can ask in
this life—being answerable only by the Bible. Until a man is
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saved, he should. not spend all his time in other subjects of the
Bible. = Also, until he has “entered” Jesus, he should “preach”
not to others.(Matt. 23:13). As sin is the thing that separates
us from ‘God, (Isa. 59:2), and all sin has one source of origin
(John 8:44)—as well as one source of remission (II Tim. 2:10),
we must all follow the same process in acquiring salvation.

First, we iust realize the “terribleness of sin” and the
“blessedness of salvation”.” Second, we must learn of and be-
lieve in the only one who can save us from this.sin. Third;, we
“mus ” then do that which he has requlred of us before he will
save us (Heb, 5:9).-

1 Recognmon of “lost”’ condition :

- Few words are needed along this first pomt Most all prea-
chers are eloquent on this subject. However, since they usually
lead people to believe that they are saved before they have
“obeyed the Gospel’’, many are still unsaved without realizing
it. Again, this illustrates the subtilty and power of Satan (II
Cor. 4:4).

2. Recognition of source of salvation :

Only God can save us and he has chosen to save us with
only ONE power...the Gospel. It would be a foolish man
indeed who would refuse while drowning, the one rope thrown
to him by a friend. Yet, this is what many folk dre doing thh
the one “rope” of God--the Gospel.

3. Obeying the Gospel, man’s part :

Only Christ can save (Heb. 5:9), and he saves only those
who obey him—the Gospel (I Cor. 1:21). Since this is the only
rope provided for our salvation, we must app,reciate it in order
to do our part—obey it. Jesus said, “...Preach the Gospel fo
every creature. He that believeth and is baptlzed shall be
saved;...””, Mark 16:16. This shows that the consummation or
final “step” in man’s obedience of the Gospel is baptism, -Since
~ only those who. obey the “full”” Gospel can hope for salvation
(I Pet. 4:17), it is needful to remember that there are three parts
to the Gospel (I Cor. 15:1-4): 1. We die with Christ by repen-
tance, 2. We must then be “burried”’—“planted” into His
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death by baptism. 3. Only then will we be ‘resurrected”—
given a new life (Rom. 6:3-5). The “baptizer” (human) raises us
physically from the watery grave,; but only God can “raise” us
spiritually from being a “dead sinner”. - At the time when He
does this He puts us into His “one body” (church), where all
“saved’’ people are placed (Acts 2:47; I Cor. 12:13). It is- only
one of the 2,000 or more which are on earth today. Read your
Bible to see which one this is.

Adventism and the Law
E. Claude Gardner

~ One of “the dlstmctlve doctrmes whlch is most bas1c to
Seventh-Day Adventism is the acceptance of the old covenant
as well as the new as the rule of faith and practice. The most
prominent emphasis is on "the observance of the weekly sabbath
as a holy day. This writer denies that the Bible teaches that
the old covenant which mcludes the sabbath is bound on us m
this’ age. ‘ S
' 1. The Word of Gnd is. Authority - .

. To discuss the issue intelligently we must agree on the basis
of authority. Only the word of God given by inspiration of
- the Holy Spirit can be acceptable to a Bible: believer. (2 Tim.
3:16,17;2 John 9; 1 Pet. 4:,11; Gal. 1:8,9; John 14:26;16:13.)
We repudiate human opiniofis, assumptions and pthosophles

Only the word of the Lord will satisfy one who is mterested in
the truth.

The doctrine of continuous revelation of the will of God is
rejected because Jude declared that the faith or gospel has been
once for all delivered. (Cf. Jude 3, R.V.) For this reason
‘Mrs. Ellen G. White, accepted as a prophetess by many Adven-
tists, cannot be recognized as an inspired revealer of gospel
truth. ~Mrs: White clalmed to have gone to heaven and then
announced thaf she saw a halo around the fourth command—
ment. Paul relates that an msplred man went to heaven, but
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he was not able to reveal what he saw. (2 Cor. 12:1-4.)

Paul declares that one who claims to be a prophet must
“acknowledge’’ the teaching of other inspired men. His teach-
ing must not contradict the Spirit-guided teachers. (1 Cor.
14:34.) ' Mrs. White contradicts Paul and others. One illus-
tration of it is her calim that she saw a halo around the fourth
commandment and- then she wrote “I'saw that the sabbath
was not nailed to the cross.” This declaration does not coin-
cide with Paul’s statement in Col. 2: 14-16. Mrs. White
must be rejected as a prophetess of God (2 Pet. 1:20;1 John
4:1.)

II. Law ef Moses. and Law of God

In order to try to. escape the force of the Scriptures an effort
is made to separate the “law of Moses” from the . “law of
God.” T he former lt is said by Adbventists is the “ceremomal »
Whlch was abrogated ‘but the latter is the ‘moral which . IS the
ten commandments (which includes the sabbath). This is an
arbitrary distinction which cannot be- borne out by the Scrip-
tures. Thé Taw of God was given by or through Moses the
great lawgiver. The law of the Lord contained commands
of a ceremonial nature. (John1:17; Neh. 8:1,5,8; Josh. 8:
32;2 Chron. 31:3; Luke 2:22-24; Ezra 7:6; Mark 7 10 John
7: 19 )

l’l'I Old Covenant not in force now

Whether the Bible uses. the term “the law,” “Iaw of Moses,”
or “law of God” it refers to the old covenant. Numerous
passages clearly reveal that the old covenant was temporary in
nature and purpose and a new covenant was. foretold.. - (Jer.
31:311F, Heb 8:6- 13; Zech. 11:10-14; Eph. 2:14,15; Gal. 3:17-24;
421-30 2 Cor. 3: 6-14; Heb, 12: 18-29; Rom 7478 2,3; 10:4;
Acts 13: 38, 39;. Matt. 5:17 18) Today we hve ~under the gospel
the new covenant. Today we hear Christ who has. spoken.in
the New Testament (Heb. 1:1; ‘Matt. 28:18.) Preachers should
be “able ‘ministers of the New Testament”. - (2. Cor.. 3:6).We

are “dead” to (separated from) the law that we. should be married
to Christ. (Rom. 7:1-4).
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- . IV, Old Covenant given to Jews only.
1f it could b established (which it cannot be) that the old
covenant mcludmg sabbath observance is yet. in force, then only
Jews would be obhgafed to recogmze it, It was never gl,ven to
Gentiles. ”i”he ten commandments were given to ﬁeshly Isra,el
(Rom. 2:14; Deut. 5: 1-3; Neh. 9:13, 14 Mal. 44 Ex, 31: 17;,
Deut, 413;2Chron. 5:10; 1 Kings 8:21.) .

A -Sabbath not Bound ..

. The sabbath was given as a sign between Jehovah and Israel
(Ex. 31:17)-It'was-a - test for-Israel: ' The" w/role ‘covéfiant was
fulfilled and consequently the part was also. The old Acovenant
is ot in force and ‘therefore the sabbath 'is fiot ‘bound. The
prophets foresaw the end ‘of“the sabbath.” (Amos 8:5,9,10;
Mark 15:33; Ex. 31:16; Hos. 2:11,23; Heb. 4:1-11; 2 Cor. 3:
6-14). The Lord’s day or first day of the week (Acts 20:7)
has never. been the Chpstnan S%bb?ﬂ;h ) §abh@1;a;1ans elmm that
the pope changed the ‘sabbath from Saturday to Sunday even
as soon as the fourth icehtary: mfns ddinot be true for no
pope was crowned until 606:A.D. -

i VIi Same ' Pertinént Questlbns ‘

The followmg questxons enable us to focus attentlon on thei
1ssue ‘involved:

1. What command or example do vye have of eatmg the,l

Lord s sdbper on the sabbath ? Gl e doan ; .
.2, .. What egcample do werhave: -of the: dxscxples observmg.
t.he sabbath to keep it holy after the church was established-?"
3 Why should not all of the: teaching of the law be
sacrxﬁces and abstéln from kmdlmg a ﬁre ? Y -
4, Does ong fall from grace 1f he keeps the lavw? (Gal .
5.:4'). .
5, Are t,he yearly sabbaths observed the same as the
weekly ? If not, why pot ? . .
6. Must members of the Adventxst Ch,w:ch be .“stoned” o;r,.
dxsclplmed for doing work on Saturday ? (Num 15:32.) .
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7. What proof 1% there t‘lrat the old covEnant is in force
today 2" ' B v
© 8. Where is there any proof that mankmd was commanded
to keép the’ Sabbath untd 1t was enjomed on Israel at Mount
Sitraf ? '

‘9. ' What proof-texts’ are advanced to attempt to estabhsh
sabbath keeping ?

10. Had Jesus eve‘r"“éaid, “Thou stalt - hot keep the. pass-
over”.? ., e : i
L Should the church be named after a doctrme or. should
we honor Chrnst ?
12 Must one beheve AdVentlsm and practlce sabbath __
observance to be able 10,80 to- heaven ‘7 v Do e

The Exaltatlon and Stabﬂlty
' ofthe Church' o '_ /’-

L. O. Sanderson

The very fact that. the church is the kingdom;of the Lord—
his own planning, creation, and promotion, even through the
ages from the foundation of the world—is proof positive of its
exalted position and mdestructlblhty, for what could poss1bly
eqiral-or-destroy the purposed handiwork of Allmghty God"
and specially since the Lord, in his word, has pledged ex1stence?
Divine revelation is. plain and- pomtcd with respect to these fea-
tures:of his church. S ‘ " :

EXALTATION

+ The toweting position promiised for thie chuitch.  Isaiahi refer-
red to this planncd klngdGm ds “the’ mountaiti of thie- Lord’s
house” (Isa. 2: 2); ‘Micali likewisé prophesied this “hfountain of
the Lord” (Mic. 4: 2); and both say that it “shall be established
it 'the-topof the mouirtains.” The term “mountdin’: il symbo-
lic language relates to kmgdoms and’ the' Lotd’s momﬁai’n'
would” be-"at-‘thé' top, wiich no kingdom of the world could
equal, much' 1éss éxceed, in- gloty; stibngth; and exaltation. ‘“The
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hill of God””. would: be #“an high hill.” (Psalm 68:.15.)¢ It was
God’s aim, therefore, .ta make of his church a tcwermg one.’

'Moreover, the kmgdom was to he exalted. . Both Isalah and
Mlcah reveal that it “shall be exalted above the mlls Christ,
in antxcipatlon of the glonous and ‘exalted posmon of his. chruch
which is called “the cnty of the ﬁvmg God” (Heb. 12: 22), sald
“A city that is ‘set on a hill cannot be hid” (Matt 5 14) 'The
church is niot only a city atop the mountams but 1t is also ex-
alted above the In"lls' Paul rcmmds us that Chnst dxed for thc

church, not oxly to sanctnfy and cIeansc it, but. also’ “that. he
might present it unto himself a g]orlous ‘church.” Eph. 5: 26, 27.
GlonoUS, from en and .doxa; means - ermob}cd or. gox;gq,ous

dom, was to be, and xs God s greatest hxghest most noble
atrangement and rule on earth, in the most glorious dispensation
of time—the Chrlstlan age, and by and for. Chnst it .is indeed
exalted. , ‘ , . .

CSTABILITY

. We could well reason that.as ccrtamly as the Lord is omni-
poxem ompiscient, ever. sure and. certain,. ) also. “his workman-"
ship created in Christ Jesus” (Eph. 2: 10) which compese ‘his
church (verse 16), referred to as his building (verse 20), must be
as towering and stable as could be attained in the world. Since
“the foundation of God standeth sure’” (2 Tim. 2: 19), so also
the superstructure, ‘the church, resting. safely onl Christ, the .
Rock of Ages, must likewise be firm, secure, and enduring. But
consider. o

The church is in,;l;q(s_.trucﬁ,ble'.' Daniel foretold, not only -that
“the God of heaven? would ‘‘set up a. kingdom,” but also ‘that
this kingdom, the chirch, “shall: never be.destroyed.” (Dan., -2:
44.) Since the church is here declared indestructible; it rests. on
Christ the same yesterday, today, and forever (Heb. 13: 8); since
God is unfailing and almighty; and since his kingdom has stood
some nineteen hundred years, far beyond - the, span. of -earthly.,
kingdoms, we cannot but beheve in the mdestructlblhty of the .
Lord’s chyrch... - -, Do ;
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Christ pledged its stability; : In making his unalterable pledige
to build his church (Matt. 16: 18), he-added: “and the - ‘gates..of
hell shall not prevall agalnst xt” Some say . “rt” refers .19, the
“burldmg” of it. Whrle thls 1s no doubt an unchangeable truth
“it? ' js actually femmme, rather than euter, and grammar
demands that a pronoun refer to the nearest precedrng noun - of
the same nymber. and gender _which has to be “church.” Hence
“the gates of hell shall not prevall agamst her”—-the church
What ever ﬂood of opposmon the gates’ of the unseen mrght

permrt against the blood-purchased church, it cannot prevarl
agamst her The Lord has spoken and hrs Word never falls

* ' "The church is’ stahle for ‘all time to come. - The eprstle to the
Ephesrans discusses the church’ S0 much—as the body, the kmg—i
dom, ‘the bride, the burIdmg, and among othér thmgs Paul, after
emphasizing the exdltation of Chirst, says with respect to ‘God:

“Unito him be glory in*the church’ by Christ Jesus throughout'

all ages, world without end.”” (Eph. 3: 21.) Surely this cannot

but mean that God is to be, and must be glorified in or by the
church for all time to comet

" The Lord’s church*will never be destroyed’ from wrthout, it
may be weakened and 1t may wane from wrthm May we never'
let 1t be 50!

Entrance mto the Church
O.P. BAIRD

The various churches or denommauons have drﬁ’erent con-

ditions - of entrance. - In ‘some of' the" sects the 'an‘didate for
merbership must state that he Believes’ hrmself to be already a

Christian, having been saved by the blood- of Chrrst In some
churches after hearing the testimony of the candldate, the mem-"
bers vote as to whether or not they believe: him to'bea Christian
and an acceptable candxdate for membershlp If the vote is fav-

orable the: candidate is' baptrZed and accepted as a member of
that particular church. On the other hand, the Brble teaches

that the purpose of baptism is “for the remission - of sins.””
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(Aets 2:38). BaphBfi is-givén as 4'cofidition o salvation, “Hg
tHdt belie Vetl and 'is 'baptizéd shall be sived.” (Mark 16:16.) A ~
peisR catiifot be a Chiistian before his-Sins: aré takeén away,
bt his siti§ 4fe tiot rémoved before his baptism. (Acts 22:16. )

~Doctrine of Men Concerning Church Member._s'hz_p ‘

Sectarian teachers tell usa man must first become a Christian
and then at some time later join a church, any church which he

ght select. In the last Tesson it was showi that this is a mis-
taken idea. Every person who is a Christian is in ‘the chuich
bécatise he is a Chnstlan and no ohe can be a Christian outside
ths chiitch. 'The chiirch is bought with the bléod of Jesuis; and
siice every individual Christian is bought with the blood of
Jesus, he is in the Blood-bought body. The church is the body
of Chr1st and Christ is the Saviour of the body. Then if He is
your Savior you are in. His body The church to which all
Christians belong is the one which is spoken of in the "New
Testament and not one which began after the church of Christ
came into being.

Conditions ‘of Enttatice
* From the Blble teaching which we have noted we catt s¢é that
the’ condltlons of entranceé into the church are the same as the

céndmons of becoming a Christian. Al that one Has to do to
become a meniber of the church is to become a Chiristian.

The conditions of salvation, or becoming a Chfistian, hdve
been given in previous lessons. One must have a confident faith
in Christ as the Son of God, must repent of his sins, confess
Chnst as Lord, and then stbiitif to baptism in “obedience to His

command, Then remission of sins or salvatlon is Teceived acc-
ording to the sure promise of God. N

“Note that baptism, The final act of o‘Béﬁleﬁce (dot the only
act) that puts ome into Christ, also puts hit into the body or
dhureh, “For as.many of you as have been baptized into Christ
have put one-Christ.” (Galatians 3:27.) “For by one spirit
are we all baptized into one body.” (1 Cormth1ans 12:13.)

Practically 4ll denomimations -require -baptism, or at least
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what they believe to be baptism, as a condition of. membershlp,
saying that baptism is the door. into the church., The Bible does
teach that baptism puts one into the church but it .also teaches
that it puts him into Christ. All of this can be made plainer
by example.

An Example

The second chapter of Acts furmshes an outstandmg example
of people obeymg the gospel and becommg members of . the
church. In that chapter we have the record .of Peter’s sermon
on Pentecost, the first gospel sermon after the descent of the
Holy Spmt Thousands heard and believed.in Christ and ob-
eyed the command to repent and be baptized for, or unto, the
remission of their sins. “Then they that’ gladly received hlS
word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto
them about three thousand souls.” (Acts 2:41)) Added’ unto
whom? Unto those already saved, and all the saved together
constituted that church. “And the Lord ‘added to the chuich
daily such as should be saved.” (Acts 2:47.) The word “chuich,”
is omitted in the Revised Version but it is clear that the church
is meant because thereafter in Acts this body of believers is refe-
rred to as the church in Jerusalem. Note that the Lord did the
adding. They simply obeyed the gospel and the Lord .saved
them and added them to His body. They did not seléct some
church and take some action to join it after they were saved.
The same thing that made them Chrtstians made’ tfhem members
of the church.

The gospel is same now as then and the Lord is the same.

_If men today will obey the same gospel ‘the Lord w111 add them
to the very same church. Surely, no one will think that "the

Lord would add him to some one of the den6minations ‘that

men started after the Lord built His church. Obediencé to ‘the
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gospel commands for the purpose - for which they- were given
-will make one a Christian but that is all it will make him. Since
he is a Christian he will be in the church about which we. read
in the New Testament. If he then decides he is not content to
remain where the Lord placed him but wants to go beyond the
teachings of the Bible and become a member of - some church
iestablished by men he will have to take some additional action
and perhaps be baptized again in order to become a member.
Why not do what Christ commands and that only and be what
the Bible commands us to be and nothing more. )
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There Are Two Kinds
. Roy Deaver

“For he that soweth unto his own flesh shall of the
flesh reap corruption, but he that soweth unto the Spirit
shall of the Spirit reap eternal life’” (Gal. 6: 8). o

This statement is designed to show the consequential appli-
cation of the immutable law just stated, that one reaps what he
sows. It mentions several things of which there are two kinds.

There are two -kinds- of sowers—*“He that sows to the
Spirit” and “he that sows to the flesh.” Thé one who sows to
the Spirit is characterized by the mind of the Spirit (Rom. 8:
5-9), is led by the Spirit (Rom. 8: 12, 13; Gal. 5: 16fF.), puts the
kingdom first. The one who sows to the flesh is sinfully selfish,.
is characterized by the mind of the flesh (Rom. 8: 5-9) and does
the works of the flesh as'discussed in Gal. 5: 16ff. -

There are two kinds of seed—the seed to be sown to the
flesh, and the seed to be sown to the Spirit. The seed to be
sown to the flesh is all acts of sin, wickedness. One act of
wickedness, that is under consideration in the context, is to re-
fuse to support those who teach the gospel. The seed to be sown
to the Spirit is all good works, acts of righteousness, including
supporting those who teach the gospel. o

There are two kinds of sowing—the actual sowing to the
flesh, engaging in acts of wickedness, having the mind of the
flesh, and. the actual sowing to the Spirit, engaging in good
works, acts of righteousness, having the mind of the Spirit.

There are two kinds of harvests—while it is true that in
many instances and in many ways the harvest is’ begun to be
reaped even in this life, evidently the harvest upder considera-
tion here is the final one. One will reap either corruption, or
eternal life. There is eternal life awaiting those who persevere
in sowing to the Spirit. There is eternal corrtiption awaiting
those who sow.to:the fiesh, . : .
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