


Radio Sri Lanka Broadcasts

ENGLISH—The Voice of Truth—Speaker : Reggie Gnana-
sundaram, '

All correspondence should be sent to The Voice of Truth,
Post Box 3815, New Delhi 110049,
Sundays—10 : 15 to 10 : 30 P.M.
Frequencies—(1) 15,120 KHZ, 19 Meter Band ; 100KW
(2) 11,725 KHZ, 25 Meter Band ; 100 KW
(3) 7,190 KHZ, 41 Meter Band 3 10 KW
Tuesdays—9 : 30 to 9 : 45 A.M. .
Frequencies : (1) 11,724 KHZ, 25 Meter Band s 100KW ¢
(2) 15,128 KHZ, 19 Meter Band ; 100KW
(3) :6,075 KHZ, 49 Meter Band s I0 KW !
HINDI—Gospel Truth—Speaker : Sunny David. B
All correspondence should be sent to Satya-Susamachar, Post
Box 3815, New Delhi 110049, . : )
Tuesdays—8: 45t0 9 : 15 P.M,
Thursdays—9 : 00 to 9 : 15 P.M.
Fridays—9: 00 to 9 : 15 P.M. :
Frequencies—(1) 11,800 KHZ, 25 Meter Band ; 100 KW
: (2) 7,190 KHZ, 41 Meter Band ; 50 KW
(3) 6,075 KHZ, 49 Meter Band; 10 KW

TELUGU—The Voice of ruih——Speaker ¢ Joshua Gootam,

All correspondence shoul I be sent to The Voice of Truth,
Post Box 80, Kakinada 533001,

Mondays—2:: 30 to 2 : 45 P,M. ¢ Y
Tuesdays—2 : 30 Q.2 : 45 P.‘M‘."_ ; - A |
Wednesdays—2:30t0 2: 45P.M, | A e
Frequencies—(1) 11, 800 KHZ, 25 Meter.;' Band,lOOKW ‘

(2) 7,190 KHZ, 49 Meter Bind ; 50 KW~

TAMIL—The-Way of Truth—Speaker + PR, Swamy, -

All correspondence should be sent to The Way of Tr“fx.'th2 o A |
Pest Box 33 1, Bangalore 560033, . - ST
-Tuesdays—S5 : 30 to 5.:.45.P.M.
Thursdays—6: 45to 7: 00 P.M.
Fridays—6-: 4510 7 £00 P.M. , .
Frequencies— (1) 11,800 KHZ 3 25 Meter Band
: 100 KW = - e
. (2)..7,190 KHZ, 49 Meter Band'; 50 KW

ALL ARE ENCOURAGED TO LISTEN
Bible Correspondence Cdursesand Christian Literature

alare a(xlvailable.in these different - lat(guages from the addresses
isted. . , S -

'/
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The Importance of One. -

God loves-all, wants all-to be saVed wants the: gospel ‘taken
to all, but he deals with one person at a time.” Although there
ate millions,” and even brllrons of: people, ‘ stﬂl he‘is mjndful
of you To prove it he gave his Son to die for the World but
he also gave that Son to die for you That berng true, then 1t
means that you are ‘very 1mportant to the Lord He . wants
you to hear hls wrll ‘to beheve 1n hlm, to obey h1s teachrng,
to be added to h1s church and to llve for him, There is one
Lord and there is one you The Lord has done his part to
make it possrble for you to be eternally saved Now it is up. to
you to do your part. If you are not a Chrrstran then you need
to become one right there where you ‘are by bellevmg in Christ;
repentmg of your sins, confessmg h1m before men, and by
bemg baptlzed (buned) in water that your sins mrght be washed
away (Mark 16 ‘15, 16'; Romans 10: 10 Acts 2:38; Acts

: 16). If you ‘ate a Christian ‘then you need to be falthful
to the Lord by worshipping- “him each first day of the week
(John 4:24; Acts 20 7) -and by- lrvlng the falthful ‘Christian
life. (Colossrans 3 17 Revelatlon 2 10 Revelatron 22
), - : '
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The problem is that you may be off somewhere far away
from us or other Christians. You may have heard the gospel
by means of radio, through some literature, or even through
this article, and you would like to obey God, but since you
are alone, and you are unable to come to us, then you may
reason that you can’t. You may reason that you are unimpor-
tant, that being. only one person that you would not be worth
much to the Lord, ‘and so on: - But this is jncorrect. Regard-
less .of who yeu are, what you are,.what you have been,or
where you are, youare important to the Lord. If you are
unable’ to comé to us of we afé tinable to come to you, still
there is hope.” Please do not;give up. First of all, it is ifffpor-

tant to realize that you are a sinner, that you need the Lord, and
that you need forgiveness. Then it’ is lmportant to knéw that
the only way you can be forgiven is for youto come to the-Lord
on his terms. Forget about’ what man has told you. :Forgét
about what even religious leaders have said. You must turn
t6 God’s word to learn what- he would have you to.do.” Only
after you know his will can you obey it. As already stated in
the foregoing, ‘he would have you to believe in him with all

your heart. (Romans 10:17; Hebrews 11:6). Then he
would have you to repent of your sins or to turn away from

any and all bad things in your life, If you have been 11vmg a
good moral life and ail of that, tstill you must repent or turn
away from that of trustmg in your own goodness to save ‘you
and realize that as a sinner that only Christ can save you. (Luke
13:3; Acts 17230 : 2 Peter 3 : 9). Next, you must be w1lfmg
to confess Christ before men, that is, to let one or more know
publicly that you believe that Jesus Christ is the Sor of God
and that you.are not ashamed of h1m _The.Lord wants you, to
go on record that .you believe i in h1m So the confesswn thh
the mouth that you believe. Jesus Chnst to be the Sen of God
is necessary, This is a commitment that you make and.one
that you will want to live. (Roman 10: 10 ; Matthew .10:32,
33 ; Acts 8 : 29- 39), And finally, you will want to be baptized
or buried in the water in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and - of the Holy Spirit for the - remission -of “your, sins.

(Colossians 2 ;12; Romans 6 ; 3, 4; Aets 8: 26-39 Maxk
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16 : 16 ; Acts 2 : 38 ; Acts 22 : 16 ; Matthew 28 : 18 20). Now
when you ‘sincerely obey the Lord then he will savée you and
add you to his church, the oné church of the Bible, the Church
of Christ. . (Acts 2:47; Romans 16:16). Through your
obedience you will also enter Christ or the spiritual body of
hnst (2 Cormthalsn 5:17; 1 Corinthians 12 : 27 ; Romans
6:3, 4; Galatlans 3126, 27).. As such you w1ll be a
Chnstlan

Now the question would be, who will baptize you ? Like
we have already said, if it is impossible for us to get together
with you to baptize you then naturally you will -have to seek
out’ someoné around you. But please be careful about this.
If you goto some denomlnatlonal _preacher he will probably
want you | to be baptlzed accordmg to his denominational teach-
mg and he w111 ‘want you then to be:a member of his church.
He could do’ it, if there was no other available, but i in ‘that case’
you should not let him mlslead you into thinking that you are
Jomxng his church You should ‘have it clearly undetstood
that ‘you are obeying God to be a' member “of the Lord’s
church ‘Once you are baptlzed you shou]d not have fellow-
Shlp with h1s church but, as we are gomg to show in'a minute,

where accordmg to the teachlng of the New Testament. But it
would probab]y be better for you. to talk to some man, one
who i 1s not" a preacher, and request him to baptlze you. He
will probably ‘tell you that he cannot do so or that he doesn’t
have the authonty to do so, but you can assure him that you
are the one that 1s obeymg the Lord and that he is merely help-
ing you to 'do sb. ' ‘But even better’ than that, in all probability
maybe you could ‘have somme young man, ‘perhaps’ a relative, -
who is blg enough and strong enough to baptlze you. ‘Agdin,
explam to him that’ you wart him t6 baptize you so that you
mlght obey the Lord. Go then’ to a tank, a ‘lake, a river, the -
ocean, the sea , a stream of water, or any body of water that +is
big enough and deep enough so'you can be lmmersed in it and
there have him to baptlze you. Youcan go any time of the
day or mght but you shouldn t keep puttlng thls thmg off to ‘a
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more convenient time. Make up your nnnd that you are going
to obey God and then do it. You’ll be glad you did.

Then you will want to know if you can be a Christian by
yourself. Of coursé ‘you can, butin all probability you will
not be alone for very long. Now that you are a Christian the
next thing you will want to do is to begin to conduct worship
in your own home or somewhere where you can have some
peace and quiet. If you have a family then you can ask therm to
meet with you. If you are not married then you cafi ask some
friends to meet with you, Maybe you know ‘of some deno-
minational people who can come to the meeting. But you
should set a time on the Lord’s day or on Sunday and you
should meet at that time by yourself, or with others if they
will meet with you, and it would bé a’ goqd idea to do
that every Sunday at the same time. You mlght be able to meet
in some hall, ina school: building, or some place like that
You should meet each Sunday (Acts 20.7) and in your wor-
ship you should have prayer (Luke 18:1), you should: have
some singing (Ephesians 5:19), and that should be vocal singing
only (Colossians 3:16), and you should have the Lord’s Supper
unleavened bread in rememberance of the bady- of Christ and
fruit of the vine or grape juice in. rcmembrance of the blood of
Christ (I Cortinthians 11:23-29 ; Matthew 26:26-28), and you
should have a period of Bible reading and study (2 Timothy
2:15) and then you should haveé a contribution or set some. of
your money aside to use in the work of the Lord. (I ‘Corinth-
ians 16:2;2 Corinthians 9:7). As you continue to do this, and
as you continue to teach, then maybe in a short time you will
have one or more that will also obey the gospel and in this
case you can baptize them, and then you will have fellow Chr-
istians to- worship with you. If [ am speaking to a lady who
has become a Christian then you will have to talk to your hus-
band, relatives, or friends, and study with them until you
eventually have a male who is willing to obey God and once
that is done then he 'can take the public lead in worship. Un-
til then, then you will have to meet by yo‘urself or with child-
ren and with the other ladies who may be w1llmg to'do-so, " -



5

You might reason that you can’t do this. Oh yes, t but.you
can. You must. As a Christian, and with the h ip of the I[@,rd,
you can do all things. It is even more important that you obey
God and worship according to his will, that is if you know
the truth because it is up to you now, and the Lord i iscoun-
ting on you, to represent him and to teach those who are
around you. As a person you go-out and get work, get married,
have a family, and-do many things. “As one who loves the Lord
you can also obey him, “worship him, “teach his word, and live
for him. If you will then he will be with you, help you, bless
you, and reward your efforts. Soon there can be several meet-
ing to worship the Lord as the scriptures teach..You may be
'surprized at what just one person can do. Remember, the Lord
is looking to you and counting on you.

You and the others who hkew1se obey Ged can perhaps
“move over to the next village or¢ity -and-begin:to preach the
gospel there and start a congregation in that' place. The work
can grow to the extent that you have faith and determination
to go- forward with it. It is up to you to take the initiative. It
isup to you to lead the way. Others :will soon follow if you
will do so. You will be amazed at what one person can do if
you will but work at it. And there is;much to do. Just keep
going. Here is the whole. country of India before you. Maybe
you are the very.one that .the Lord .is looking to evangelize

-this- great land. Think of what a blessing it could be to you
and countless others.

.. -Now Satan will tell you that you can’t ‘do this. He will
have others to tell you that you can’t. He will try to scare you
and to frighten you. You may reason ‘that you are poor, that
no one will listen to you, that you don’t havé the ability to'do
it: You may think that you need.help. Youmay allow such
' tﬁmgs to "discourage you. If so then you are not the man the
'Lord can use. But if 'you will forget about all :of these thmgs
‘and just- get'up and ' go to work and do what you can then
-the Lord will take care - of the rest. ‘Remember, that with the
+Lord’s help-you can do all thlngs Do you: believe that ? Then
go out’ and prove it.



The Whole Duty of Man

Man isa dutyful bemg, he isa responsxble be@g He has
various .responsibilities toward himself and, others. . :Man’s
respons1b1ht1es begin even as little child. .We see little children
getting up "every morning, then getting ready for going to
sthool, at school they are given home work-and.they are expec-
ted to-do their lessons daily; - and it continues. As the child
gets older, he continue to make progress with hard labout, he
‘continue to go up in classes, and more and more responsnbxlmes
afé. added unto him. Then after school:or college, he.has a
responsibility ‘to find a suitable ]Ob and then these are several
other added responsibilities, such as of family, etc.

~Thus, man continue to work hard to fulfill his daties. Some

" conicentrate on -education, others'on accumulating wealth, or
on some business, etc., etc. But the question. is, even after
fulfilling all of such duties and achieving these various things in
life, what does - man actually get.at the end ? Or as the wise
Preacher said, “What profit hath a man of all.of his labour
~which' he taketh under the -sun.?”’. (Ecclesiastes 1: 3), = And
he continue to add, “One generation passeth away, and another
gengeration. cometh : but the earth abideth for ever... The sun
also ariséth; and the -sun goeth .down, and hasteth to.his -place
where he arose. - The wind goeth toward. the south, and tyrneth
-about unto the north ;it whirleth about continually,'and. the
wind returneth again according to his circuits. All .the rivers
rin “into the sea ; yetthe sea is not full ;:unto-the:place from
‘whence the rivers come; ‘thither - they return - again. - All things
“aré full of labour ; man cannot utter it";’ the eye is not satisfied
with seeing, not the ear filled with hearing. The thing that
hath been, it is that which shall be ; and that which is done is
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that whlch shall be done and there is no new thmg under the
sun. Is therc any thing whereof it may be said, See, thlS is new.

It hath ‘been already of old time, which was before :us. - There
is no rememberance of former things !nelther shall there be
any rememberance of things that are to come with those that
shall come after I the Preacher was kmg over Israel in Jeru-
salem. And I gave my heart to seck and search out by wisdom
concernmg all things that are done under heaven : this sore
'travaxl hath God given to the sons of man to be exercised there-
with. T have seen all the works that are” done under the sun ;
and behold all is vanity and vexation of spirit (a strzvmg after
wm (Ecclesnastes 1: 4 14). v . Vi

Yet the...Bible teaches that one day when all people will
- standbefore God they . will be judged.and receive their reward
according to their works. (Rev. 20 : 12) The inference is, it
‘does not.matters how hard a man might have worked  to get
his education, or to earn wealth, or to fulfill various other such
duties toward himself or his family or his hation, but the thing
that ‘matters is, whether he has done what:thé Lord has specis
ﬁcally commanded him to do. Explaining: thls fact, the wise
preacher said, “‘Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter :
Fear.God and keep his commandments.; for this is the whole
duty of man.” (Ecclesslastes 12: 13),

Man must fear God because God is the €reator of man, he
isthe Father of all human being. Apostle Paul says, ““He
giveth to all life, and breath; and all things.. .For in him we
live, and move, and have our being.” (Acts 17: 25, 28),
Therefefe, man should fear God out of thankfulness, love,
respect g and 'honour, and humility. And itis-there, - that when
man will'have this kind of fear of God, he will readxly obey all
of His commandments. °

The scripture tells us that before Christ came upon the
earth, God gave. his commandments to. people through
prophets, but after the coming of Christ into the. world, He
said, now you. should listen to my. Son, . (Hebrews 1:1,2;
Matthew 17 : 5). “Jesus.said, ‘“For 1 came down from hqaven, )
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not to do mlne own will, but the will of him that sent me.”
(John'6: 38) " And, “My doctnne (teachmg) is not mine, but
his* that' sent me.” (John 7:16). At John 1273 48-50 he de-
“clared, - “He that rejecteth me, and receiveth mnot my words,
. hath one that judgeth hiin * the word that I have spoken, the
Asatne sha]l Judge ‘him in the " last day. Forl have not spoken
. of’ myself ‘but ‘the. Father which sént me, he gave me a
_ commandment, what I should say, and ‘what I should speak.
'And I know that his commandment is life everlasting : what-
' soever I speak therefore, even as the Father said unto me, O
‘ I speak » :
w Sop we gather, man’s whole duty mto fear God and keep
his commandment. Christ is the mediator between man and
God'and théreforé through him we have received the command-
ments of God. When we do what :Christ has: commanded, we
_are actually doing’ ‘what God :has commanded. For there:is
. nio difference. - Christ- Commanded, one must. ‘believe: in him
(John 8:: 24), he also commanded, one must repent ,of his sins
(Luke 13:.3). ‘And he commands one must be baptized to:be
saved. (Mark 16 : 16). -Then to those, who. have believed in
him, and have repented of their sins, and - have been baptized
- for the remission of their sins, he commands, *‘Be thou faithful
- unto death, and I will gwe thee a crown of life.” (Revelation
2: 10).

Shouldn’t you realize that your whole duty is to fear God
-and keep. His commandmients. Then wen’t you submit yourself
to do the will of God as revealed by His Son Jesus Christ ? I
hope you will.

———t

!

The Importance Of The Word

H.M. P/ullrps '

IT IS ETERNAL . .
““Lives and abides foréver. 1-Peter 1 :23.
Shall‘not pass away. - Matt. 2435,
- ‘Judged by'the spoken words; John 127 48... -
~:Books opened the Tast day. Rev.-20:::12.
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EVERY ONE SHOUIJD BEAR THE MlQRfD

Will be destroyed- if do not. Act§3'122-23,

Ought to be swift to hedr it. Jandes' s 19,

Should hear it attentively. Luke-19: 48.

Almost a whole city came out .to hear it. Acts 13 44
Hear the word and believe. Acts. 15 7 :

~ Faith comes by hearing the word Rom 10 17.

- THEN RECEIVE THE WORD

Gladly this should be done. Acts. 2 : 41

With readiness of mind. Acts 17 ¢ 11

To bring forth fruit, Mark'4.: 20.

Receive w1th mcckness ]‘ames fi21.

Receive alt that is commanded; “A¢ts 10 * 330

MUST BELIEVE THE WO‘RD :

To be’ pleasmg to God ‘Heb. 11 : 6.

_ In order to have hfe John 20+ 30:31.

That we may not dle in s1n 8 24 -

To become a chlld of God. .Tohn 1 12"';”G‘al. 3126,
To walk correctly. 2 Cor.5:7.7 = 7 -
Believe the gospel or condemned.’ Mzirk‘ 16 :

SAVED BY OBEYING THE WORD

Obeying is better than sacrifice., 1 Sam 15 22

God is our God 1f we. do. Jer. 7 23 o

Made free from sin by obeymg Rom 6 17

To have eternal life. Heb 5:9.

Punished if'do not obey. ‘I “Thess. 1': 8-9.

Purify the soul by obeying thé truth. 1 Peter 1 : 22.
WHAT THE ‘WORD IS

Itis a lamp and a light. Psalm 119 105

Thy word is truth. John 17 : o

It is the seed of ‘the kingdom. Luke 8 ll

It is the incorruptible-seed. 1 Pcter 1 23

The sword of the Spmt Eph 6 17. e

Quick and_powerful. Heb. 4: 2.0

Sgirit and life. John'6 : B30T T et

Word of salvation, - Acts 13::260 . .47 o, o0
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Thewords of 1if8. ;Acts’S 1200 < 1= 2575 w57/

Word of recqgcrhatwn. 2Cor 519, . . o
WHAT THE WORD ﬂm?.s BERNS

Makes wise unté salvation, 2 Tlm. 315 e

Saves the soul. James 1°: 21. |

Builds us up. Acts 20 32, :

Discerns'the thoughts and ‘intents of the heart.  Heb. 41 12 :

Completely filtnisfies nnte evety gobd work. 2 Tim. 3 : 16-
17. .

Cleanses us from ev11 J@hn 15 3
Makes one free. John 8. 32.
Tells how to behave ourselves 1 T1m 3 15. -

DO NOT BE ASHAMED OF THE wonn’} L
If so Christrwill he ashamed of us. Mark 8 : 38.
The gospel is God’s power to save. Rom. 1:16. = .
Not ashamed of God’s testimony. 2 Tim. 1 ;8. .
A workman not ashamed handlmg aright 2 Tlm 2 T5
Suffer as a Chyistian for it. 1 Peter 4:16.

WHY WE SHOULD KEEP THE WORD

That we sin not, Psalm 119 ; 11,

In us richly to teach. Col. 3 : 16

Be ready to give an answer. 1 Peter 3 15
Prove we are dlsc1p1cs of Chnst Idﬁn 8: 31
To be truthful and have love. I John 2 4 5.
So God will love us. John 14 21 :

WHAT TO DO WITH THE WORD
Speak.it boldly. Acts 4:29. . '
Live by the word. Matt. 4 : 4.
Keep the word. 1 John 2 : 5,
Preach the word. Acts 8:4; 2' T1m 4 2

Continue in Chrlst’s word John 8: 31

Speak it all. Acts 5:20.

Keep it to show love John 14 : 23

Keep it in you to keep from smmng “I'Tobn 3% 9,

COMPARING THE SPIRIT AND THF WORD
Washed by the Spirit. 1.Cor. 6.;11.. e

sl
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“Waﬁhedzb;’fthefwmdm]iﬁhtﬁ 26. . TN
* Begotten or born by the Spirit. John 3 S
Begotten ro’ ‘born by thé word. 1 Peter 1 : 23,
‘Saved or justified by the Spirit. 1.Cor. 6 : 11,

;1 Saved by the word. James 1 : 21 ; Acts 11 : 14,

- Quickened by theé Spirit. John 6 : 63.
Quickened by the word. Psalm 119': 50.

- Sanctified by the Spirit. Rom. 15 : 16.

Sanqtlﬁed by the word, John, 17 7. . e
“Guided by the Spirit. John 16 : 13. = N

_ Guided by the word, ‘Psalm 119 : 105, R el

“"No word no hearing. Rom. 10 : 14, e e

" No hearing no faith. Rom. 10:17. » . '

' N‘o faith no salvatxon John 3 : 36 T

_ Trust and obey, for there is no other way R

————— el

What About M1raculous Healmg
Toda 7

Homer Pntnam Reeves

........

today are phony the clalmants/are 1mpos1:ers Whatfa pity-~
that good people are duped by religious shysters who pose as
gospel preachers. Like Simon, they succeed in bewitching
people. . (Acts §: 9-10.) .
It-is-clear that “God Gan- do anythfng Chﬁ"ﬁt perfdrmed
many bodily cures. - (Mt. 4 : 23.)- Miracles  of healing were
wrought by thei-apostles. (Acts 3 : 11-16, et al) Many mem-
bers of the early church wete . endawed  with’ spiritualogifts;
mlracaious healing included. :(1.Cor.:12:; 14,1 0:) It -is' nat &

questlon therefore, of :‘what God aan dp, or whether miracles
of healiig have been. performed. The . queptlon is whether said.

miraclés are performed today. The answer is no, . Emphattcallx
no!

IS TN NI AN G AT 74
«itdes [Rurpose: The, pugpose of ,mirgeplows healing, indeed of
all spiritual gifts, was confirmation of the unwritten gospel
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jesus stated, “And these signs shall accompany. theth. that/be-
lieveﬁl..they shall lay hands on the'sick; and they shall recover
...And they went forth, &nd preached everywhere, the Eord
working with them; and confirming the word by:the signs that
followed.” (Mk. 16 :17f) The word has now been fully
confirmed ; is complete and permanent. There is: theréfbr‘efno
furtl?et need for said spiritaal gifts. T e Ut

2| Manner. The nl‘aﬁgéi;' of iniparting.spiritual gifts was by
the imposition of the apostles” hands. “Now when Simoraw
that |through the laying on’ of v'tHé_,_apd_st'le's’"hhngisf't.}ie':}.i;oly

Spirit was given, he ‘offered them money, saying Give .me
also this power .....” (Acts 8 : 18-19). There are no _apostles

today and therefore no media whereby the gift of healing or
any pther spiritual gift may be'imparte;d. . o : B

. Duration. God did not intend that spiritual gifts should
abicfe perpetually. It is definitely stated-that they would cease.
«When that which is perfect (the complete and perfect will of

God): is come, that which-is in part (spiritugl gifts)'shdll be

done away.” (1 Cor. 13: 10).: All spiritual gifts have ceased.
. Demonstration. Any honest person must conclude that

spirjtual gifts have ceased for ‘fack of ’demonstration. Faith-
healers, tongue-talkers afid snake-haridlers all- ‘meet “with ‘the
ile measure of success, which is no success-at-all. - % -

sa

ST

e in s et

‘lssChristiloved the church and gave -Himself for her»~ -+~
SRR St ' ——Ephesians 5:257 -

WHO!FOUNDED THE/CHURCH:? . 7. =& ol o
«. 1. 5. I{Christy will build-my' church.”—~~-Matthew 16:18: o
HOW IMPORTANT IS THE'CHURCH? R PR E
““:1"...The “church of God; which: He: Bought with: ‘His' own:
blood.*~—Acts 20:28. ' St T s
\ HO IS ITS HEAD? B
5’(‘ ) 3rj‘ist— it the head of the ehurch, His bodyei....*~~<-Ephesians

e

TR L 3 e Dyvrsdes
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WHERE IS - ITS'HEADQUARTERS? =+ =+ ¢ /Wi
“ Heaven is my throne.”——Acts 7: 49,55. :

WHAT IS ITS CONSTITUTION ? , '
“Christ is the mediator of a new testament ”+—Hebrews 9: 15.,_

WHAT IS ITS MEMBERSHIP ? )
““Go and make disciples of all natzons ——Mattlrew 28 20.
WHAT ARE THESE DISCIPLES CALLED ?

“The disciples were first called Christians at Antloch S

CAN ONE BE A CHRISTIAN OUTSIDE THE CHURCH ?-

...... You are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part
of it.””——1 Corinthians 12:27.

WHERE IS THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS KEPT ?

...The church ...whose names are wrltten in_heaven.”—-Heb-
rews 12:23,
CAN THERE BE NON-CHRISTIAN MEMBERS ?

...... The Lord added to their number daxly those who were'
bezng saved.”— —Acts 2:47, ‘ _
DOES ANYONE HAVE A CHOICE OF CHURCHES ?

...... The Lord- added to their number ”——Acts 2 47 o
WHERE ARE THE BRANCHES OF THE CHURCH 7 :
“Where two or three come . together in M’ v name, there Tam
with them ”—-—Matthew 18 20. - ‘
HOW ARE THESE BRANCHES DESCRIBED ?°
All the churches of Christ send greetings.” (Romans 16: 16)
WHAT ARE THE CONDITIONS F OR MEMBERSHIP ?
Every one who hears these words of Mine and. puts them into
practice... . ,”——Matthew 7:24,

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY TERMS FOR MEMBER‘SHIP ?
“Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved.”———-Mark »
16: 16 )

WHAT COMMITMENT IS REQUIRED ? - v v

“Any of you who does npt give up everything he has cannot be,

my disciple.”——Luke 14:33. - Con

WHAT ARE THE OBLIGATIONS OF MEMBERSHIP ?
“Be faithful until death.’~—Revelation 2:10.. >
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WHAT ARE THE DUTIES-OF MEMBERSHIP 7.
“Wdrshtp the Father in spirit and in truth.”
“Iove the Lord your God w1th all your heart .and love your
nezghbour as yourself ”
“Be icareful to engage in good deeds »____Titus 3: 8

WHIAT ARE THE BENEF ITS OF MEMBERSHIP ?

| The Pharlsee and the Pubhcan

B. C. Goodpasture

JOur Master brought a Pharise¢ and a publican togethel: in
oné of his parablés.. It is seldom that we find them i in_ each
other’s company in the New Testament. More frequently we
ref of scribes, Pharisees, and hypocrites on the one hand, and
publicans and sinners on'the other. The Pharisees felt that they
wére too good to-associate with publicans, and criticized others,
mc‘:ludmg our Master, for béing found ini'company with them.

‘ Thls parable has been popularly and. approprlately styled
thc «Parable of the Pharisee and the Publican.” It is recorded
only by Luke. So is the one which 1mmed1ately precedes it.
Both ‘have to do’ with the subject“ of prayer. "'The former tea-
cHes the impéitarice.of eatnestuess; -and the latter - the impor-
tdnce of humility, in prayer. Some have: thoug’htvthat the para-
b{e in which the publican and Pharisee:play the major roles
npght fittingly bie: called the . “Parable  of thie: ‘B:g I and the
thtle You.”. . . :

1 This parable was addressed to a particular class, composed
of those who trusted in- themsbhies that they were: righiteons
and set all” others at - nought. Whethier this class was: found
a‘mong his own disciples in whom. tlie spirit’ of the: Phatisee -
grevalledg or-among:-unbelieving Jews, . is: not clearly dndicated.
The teaching is pointed at those who take their:orthodoxy too
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seriously wherevér folrnd.: He'did not méntion by niths “those
who trusted:in themsélves and’ set all others at ‘hought,’ yet we
are iniclined to regard his teaching as‘sound and strong lere,
as elsewhere. How the pious professors reacted to his teaching,
we are not told. They could not have failed to see the proper
application of the parable. Any criticism of the parable on
their part would have been an admission of their guilt- and of
the soundness of the teaching on the part of the Lord. Whe-
ther' they had admiring and-credulous friends, who' felt- that
théy-had been too severely handled and voiced their consequent,
resentment is not indicated. : We are simply told: that the para-
ble:was for the immediate consideration and personal- appliva-
tion of certain who trusted in theniselves and set -all others at
nought. It should. be observed -that theirs-was a twofold
malady—namely; fitst, they trusted in themselves instead ofithe
Lord; and, second, they set all; not some;, but -all; others at
nought. :

“'The s1ckemng self-nghteousness of thls c1ass is vmd]y set
forth in the  actions of the. Pharisee who went up into the tem-
ple to pray. There was nothing wrong in his going up to the
temple, at any suitable hour, to pray. The temple was a house"
of prayer. It was what he did on entering the temple - that
subjected him to condemnition. He stood, ‘took a stand,
struck an attitude, took a posntlon, if you please, and prayed
thus with himself, ‘God, I thank the¢”—for what? His mani-
fold blessings ? His wondrous grace ? His abiding goodness: and
loving kindness? No! “God, I thank theg; that T am not as the
rest of men.” He divided all men into two classes—the good
and the bad. He himself constituted the good ¢lass; all other
men were in the bad class. “He claimed a- mionopoly on right-
eousness, It was this spirit in the Phansee Winch made a clash
with Jesus inevitable.’ e :

o

As is usual in such cases, the Pharlsee was. not:so good as

Pharisee would admlt him to be. ,_’I"hqj?hamseg negd_ed to
examine himself in order to see himself as he.really was. He
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.needed -humility. - The publican-went down to - his house justi-
fied, rather than. the Pharisee: (Luke 18: 14); ““for every one
that exalteth ' himself shall be humbled and he that- humbleth
himself shall be. exalted.” -

l
“EXAMINE YOURSBLVES”

 Are you honest and sincere? Do .you know the truth" Have
you obeyed God’s will? Would you be willing to take a self—
examination to see . how much-you know and:where you stand
before God? Would you accept the results and "have the coura-
ge to. make corrections where necessary? Please do not panic
or resent this method of study.. Realize that the truth is-truth,
that it changes for no one, and the only way 'to derive help
from itis to believe it and to apply it to your life.

You will note that there are twelve parts and each one has
a multiple choice. 'Only one of the possible answers is right,
To know how you have done, and to be certain that.you know
God’s ill on each pomt, please check the scripture references
at the nd to the examination.

1. The Lord has promlsed to save those who :

B —‘—a Beheve and are baptized. '

. '—b Pray for forgweness y

I‘—"—c. lee a good moral life.

2. ] Define haptism

—a. Spnnkhng
—b. A burial i in water.
—c. Pounng

| .
34 What does the Bible teach about baptlsm"- :
{ —a. Bapusm only saves.. .
| —b. Baptism is not necessary to salvatlon
|

—C. Baptlsm saves.

Christ has
"] —a. Otie church.
b Many churches
/‘ —¢.  Nochurch.



17
o Abulldmg S
—b. TA denommat_lon‘ . :
- A-group of saved people.:

:s5 Thechurehas ‘ SO e L w0

_'6. Must one be a ‘feiber of the church to be saved and
' to go to heaven? = ' SRR
—a. One church is as good as the other. ’ i
. -.—b. Onecan go-to heaven without beinga member of
_ ) any church . .
—c.. The saved are members of Chrl,st’s church

7 :PDoes the name matter? - .
—a.  One name is as good as another .
_—b. Salvation isin the name of Christ. -
" —¢. The name'is not important.

8. ‘Which kind of worship is acceptable to'God ?
* —a. Vain worship. - :
" —b. Ignorant worship. -
—c. True worship.

9. How often should we partake of the Lord’s Supper"
—a. Each first day of the week.
—b. Once a year. v
—c. *EVery three months

10. The day of worship is:.
. “The Sabbath.
—b - The, ﬁrst day of the week

i,

CEriday,” e "*fi

. Name the klnd of mu,sm God wantssm worshLP e
.. -—a, -Vocal mus1c only., . S T ,
~b.- Mechanloal musigc. ; . ST p
—c. It doesn’t matter. '
12.  What about. the way to heaven? .
" —a. There are many ways to heaven. e e
—b We are all trying to go to the same place L
Chrlst '1s the one and onfy Way

Degriorr e R TIOPR A
E AR

N

All of the poss1b1e answers,, exeept one: m each sectlon, al:e

wrong They represent the thipking of man,, They cannot. be

°
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found fin God’s word. You are encourdgédh e thoré to
examine yourself in view of the correct -aibs%eéré anf- make
whatever changes may be necessary to'comply with" God’s will.
This examination could be att oppértunity to:prepare yourself
for that , final : examination  in: the last day. when you: and all
others’ will be judged by these same truths whxch is God’s

word. L (John 12:48)., |

(t‘ tiedt ariswets ¥ Be‘he‘ve and' are bapﬁzed Mark
16: 16 2. A bunal in water, Colossians 2:13; Acts 8:36-39;
3. B%ptlsm ‘shves, T Peter 3:21; 4. Ore -charch; Ephesians
4:4; Colossians 1:18; 5. A group of saved people; - ‘Mark 16:
16; Acts 2:47; 6. The saved dre’ members of Chirist’s.ichurch,
Ephe&tans 5:23; Aets' 2:47; 7. Salvation is inthe name of
Christ, Acts 4:12; 8. True :worship, - John 4:24; 9. Each
first |day of the ;week,- Acts. 20:7;-10. The fisst day -of the
week. (Acts 20:7; 1 Corint hians 16: 2;. 11 Vocal music only,
Ephésxans 5:19; Colossians '3:16; :12,  Christ is the ene and
only‘ way to heaven, John 14:6.)

j.c.c.

The Rock of Matt 16: 18
James D. Baﬂes

visualization of what,is found m Matt 16: 18 19 will
help one to understand who or what the rock is. Draw on a
sheet of paper a rock, the ﬁgure of a man whlch ﬁgure will be
labeled “builder””'the drawing’ of & bmldmg fo' gdpresent ithe
church and some keys since some ot 'was ptOnilsed keys. Write
also on the paper, or blackboard, ﬂie truth that “Jes‘ﬂs is the
Chrlst » :

| | Then see which explanatlon of the “rock” ﬁts so that every~
thlng is utlllzcd

J Write under or on the rock the word Petar lf Peter is the
ck there is no one to carry the keys, since in this one illus-
tréition Petef ilnot'the fotindation ‘and  the k’eep%ré’f the'Keys
(&r’ the'one whoopeits the doer). & i /i iti i A

\
|
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- Funhefhlote if Peter is* the rock What is ‘one'1o dO/Wlth
th truth’ t?hat i’eter com’essed? The “truth that” Jesus is the
‘Christ’ " irfelevanit fn°‘this’ illustratiéh of Peter is the ‘roek
since Christ personally is the builder who builds the churéh
on the rock. So both the keys and the truth that Peter con-
fessed are irrelevant or surplus materlal if Peter is the rock.
In a sense’ the church is built-on the person of Christ for
from one standpoint you:de "not separate the truth about
Aesus from the person of Jesus. But in this illustration Christ
rdqes not speak of his person being the foundation; instead he
‘states that he is the builder.

‘Now,-if one writes ‘under the rock, or on the rock, Jesus the
Christ, -the “son of God (Whlch is the truth Peter confessed),
-motice-how all “falls into place - without anythings being left
tovet -as: surplus material not used in the building.

(1) The rock——the truth that Jesus js the Chnst
_ (2) The builder—Jesus Christ.
" (3) The butldlng—the church. -
" (4) Carrier or keeper of the keys, the doorkeeper—Peter.

‘ Everythmg ﬁts but everythmg does not fit when one gives
another mterpretatlon to the ; “rock” than the interpretation
that the “rock is the truth that Jesus is the Christ.

" In addition to this, one can bring out that if one does not

-understand the: promises made in Matt. 16: ' 18, 19 he hasan-

other opportunity to understand them by gomg to ‘the fuI-
ﬁﬁment of the promises. - :

The Roman Cathollc Chutch agrees thh us that the church
: Was establlshed on Pentecost as rccorded in Acts 2. When we
iy go there nothmg is said about Peter being | the foundation, . or
. bemg supreme. - We do ﬁnd that he is.prominent, as we would
: expect from the reference to keysii in-Matt. - 16:19.

+:(1) The-truth which the entife sermon in Acts 2 is desigrned
to prove is that Jesus is the Christ.: (Act§2:36.)
;:42):Christ is the builder for he!sent. the [Spirit.-. (Acts 2:33. )

1(3) He starts the building of his chgmcht goaoel ot
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@ [Peter opens the door of faith to the Jews, (Acts 2:37-41)
and later on to the Gentlles it is made clear -through the work
of Peaer that to- them also i is- the door .of faith open (Acts

~13:6- 8) :

Worshlp and Serv1ces
f ) L. O. Sanderson - '

)any use the words' “worship” and “serv1ce” in the very
‘same|sense, as “attendlng worshxp” and: “preserrt for' services.’
Some even combine the words, making ‘“worship” 4 mddifier,
as “the worship services.” Both words are Bible terms; both
_are equlred actions; both are mvolved when we assemble; in
.fact,| -one Greek word, Iatreuo, is ‘translated ‘‘serve’ and
“worship.” Certalnly, we perform 'some ;. service when. we
worship, and may worship, as by prayer, ,when we render some
servllce Yet there are pomts of dlstmctlon

The main word, more often used and. w1thout exceptlon
rendered “worship,” is a compound—pros, to or before,
and kuneo, meaning to kiss, honor, reverence. It involves
"obeisance to, praise of, and adoration toward some object or
being: Man,in all dispensations, under all divine reve]atlon,
is presented as naturally inclined to worship, rather than com-
.manded to worship. Truth’s emphasis is, therefore, on what
acts are acceptable worshlp, ‘what manner they should be-per-
fOfmed and to what object they must be directed.

Certamly, God should be the object-of acceptable w0rsh1p

Jesus rebuffed Satan with ‘“Thou shalt worship the Lord thy
"*God, and him only shalt thou serve” (Matt: 4: 10)—“serve ”
“in" this mstance, is from Iatreuo “also rendered “w0rsh1p,”
ah inActs” 24: ‘14 and Phil' 3: 3. Chi‘lst also reminded the
: Samaman woman that ““the Father” is the right ‘otie to wor-

'hxp (John' 4: 22-24) Angels know’this, -for - one, in refusing
iueh reverence, so warned John (Rev. 22: 9), and Paul spake
out against worshipping angels (Col.2: 18)..: -

Christ, evidéntly, may also be worshipped. Wise-men sought
the babe in the manger . fof this purpdse (Matl..2:2); ‘Herod
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feigned-his desire to ““worship-him also” (verse 8); and the wise
men, wher they found him, “fell down; and worshipped him”
(verse 11), Christ, in the days of his ministry, accepted worship
—from a leper (Matt. 8: 2), a ruler (Matt '9: 18), a. mother
:(Matt. 20: 20), and, at‘ter his resurrectlon‘, from the two Marys
.(Matt. 28:9) and most of the apostles (vevse 17). Chnst is
~God (John-1: 1), and ““in him dwel_leth all the fullness of the
Godhead bodily” (Col. 2: 9).. We sing “‘O worship the ;King,”
and why not join .in, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to
receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and
_honor, and glory, and blessing.” (Rev. 5:12.) This meetsa
few arguments against such songs as “Tell It to Jesus.”

~But man is prone to worship man as did the servant his
lord (Matt. 18: 26), and as Cornelius was told not to,do (Acts
* 10: 25). Some will worship ¢‘the. dragon” (Rev. 13; 4)-—1n fact,
all whose names are not in the book of life are worshippers of
“this evil one (Rev. 13: 8) John reveals that men may worship
devils, 1dols gold silver, brass, stone, and wood: (Rev. 9: 20.)
God therefore i careful to specify the object of worship and
‘the object isa dlstmguxshmg factor of worshlp and service.

The Blble use of “‘service” stems ‘from several words
diakonia, also.diakonos, a related word, is rendered deacon
and minister; latreuo, implying honor to God in ‘worship and
‘service;: a-kindred word, leitourgia, from which comes the
English term ‘“‘liturgy,” meaning  rités and services of certain
religions; and douleuo, the root sense being.slave or bond
service: There were ““ordinances of divine service” connected
with the ‘““tabernacle” and “sanctuary” (Heb. 9: 2), and priests
performcd the service (verse 6). ‘We are bevought to present
our bodiés.a “living sacrifice” (Rom.' 12:'1)—and -this is a
reasonable or spiritual “‘service.” ¢Segvice” in this text, from
parzstemz means to show, to prove, the presentatlon—anq this
is done by seeking the lost, teaching ‘the truth, supportmg the

'weak blessing the needy, conductmg God’s ordmances, and
. otherwme workmg out our salvatlon Pau1 ‘was “‘servant “unto
all” (1 Cor. 9: 19); Timothy “served 1n the gospel” (Pml
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“9:792), We “servé one- another’:. (Gal 5::13). Thrs service is
directed t'rjl than, not God: - . . ; :

Thus the “object” determrnes whether the acts are worship

or servrce] But thé acts, also, are drfferent ‘God has ordained
acts both for worship and for servioe Prayer, in word or song;
commum?n with and praise to God and all ordained actions
“of love, lllonor and glory to God or Christ—these are worship.
Ministeri g to the needy, visiting the widows and fatherless, and
being fart}hful in every ‘good work-<these are services. Breaking
bread is’worshlp, passing the elements of .the Lord’s supper
would bez service. - When we sing, *Dear: Lord .and Father of
mankind!” we  worship; when. me. exhort- with .“O why not
tonight,” we are serving. We, then, are worshipping when we
direct our interests to God; we are servants of the Lord when
we sefve others; we have acts” of worship ordained, and that
whlch s essentlal to therr accomphshments may oft be

_servrce

One other drfference between worshlp and service should be
noted. [n worshxp, truth decrees the act, the manner, and thmgs

is not given. We w0rsh1p, m,eprrrt and. truth, by prayer

to God; but how we render service: to the needy is not revealed.
_Reverénce to God in song is worship; preaching God’s truth
is divine service—God didn’t say oral or written, radio or
pulpit. This things kept in mind help us to dlstlngursh between
worship and service. :

/ Questlon About Marrlage o
o ‘ E Wayne Jacksoa R
' ? What is marrlage ? i :

CA.. Marrrage 1s a contract between a man and a woman
wherem they agree to leave therr parents (Gen. 2: 24), and be-

come - Jomed to one another (Mt, 19 5 6), for the purpose of
estqb]rshrng a permanent home,

J
{
|
|
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Q What is the orlgm ‘of the mamage relatlonshlp ¥ ‘
.. A. Marriage - was 1nst1tuted by God withi the creatlon of
Adam and Eve . The first couple, being created male and

female, were made for marriage. (Gen. 1: :27) Wedlock is there-
fore, a divine ordmance

Q What are thié benefits of mamage ?

A. Flrst, it provxdcs for the family umt, a sphere of stabl-
,hty wherein one has the right to a famxly name, securlty of
property, "and an intithate atmosphere of lové and trust, Sec-
‘ond, it provides for commumty sohdanty No. soclcty couid
long exist without marriage. In fact, “There are no societies
in which marriage doés not exist.”’ (Montague) And thlrd

marnage provtdes for personal security. :

Q. Is the marriage state less holy than the smgle state ?

A. ‘Indeed not. Thisisa presumptuous ‘assertion of false
religion. “Let, marrxuge be had in honor among all, and let
the bed be undefiled. . .” (Heb. 13: 4) “Forblddmg to marry,”
is-a-mark of apostasy (I “Tim. 4:3) -

Q -Did not* the apost]e Paul advnse agamst marriage 7"

TA. Only under speclal clrcumstances, such as, during times
of severe persecuuon (I Cor. 7: 26, 28) At other times he said
it was desu‘able (a Tlm 5: 14)

Q. Who may marry ?

A. Any elrglble (i. e. not belng bound by a prev1ous marltal
contract) mafi and woman capable of understanding the signi-
ﬁcance of the umon and the dlvme responsnblhtles mvolved

Q Must one marry? . :
T A No Nelther Christ nor Paul was marrled Yet, 1f one
marries, he must conform to God’s law in the matter. There
is a marriage law—<‘the woman that hath a husband is bound

by law to the husband.” (Rom 7:2)

- Q. What are .the ~divine .reasons behmd God’s marnage
law ?

A. Murnage is for compamonshlp, it is not good ‘to-be
alone. (Gen. 2:18). It is the avenue through which children are
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to be brought into the world. (Gen.1:28; 4:1) It affords man
and woman a legltlmate means of satlsfymg the God-glven
sexual appetxtes of the ﬁesh (I Cor. 7:2). And i m harmony w1th
'thls last reason, marrlage is- for the preventlon of sexual pro-
miscuity.

Q. Who is responsible. to God’s mamage law ?

A. All people of every natlon throughout all history _ have _
been respons1b1e to. the moral laws of “Jehovah. This is seen
_throughout the Bible in God’s dealings. w1th ‘nations. Smce
marriage is to regulate. morality, it follows  that the Whole
_'world is subJect to the dlvme mamage law.

Q. But, are not numerous persons ignorant of God’s mar-
riage 1 w ? How can they be amenable to 1t 7.

A./Isit not true that man is amenable to dxvme physical
, laws. ( rav1ty, etc.) . whether he understands them ornot? So
_is it with Heaven’s moral law as well. Ignorance is sunply no
-excusg in God’s sight. (Acts 17: 30 11 Thes. 17-9) e
Q‘ What are the requirements of the Lord’s mamage law ?
A God’s ‘marriage law isvolves; (1) Love. (Eph. 5:25)
Certainly it is doubtful that God would sanction any union as
mariage where there was no Tove. (2) An agreement or.con-
'tract; to be exclusively one another s for life. (3) Conformlty
to whatever legal requlrements the parties are subject to. (Rom
13:1) (4) Becomlng “one’’ in the act of sexual congress ‘Eun-
uch cannot’ ntarry (Mt 19: 11 12).- ,

What 1s “tnal mamage ?”

A. Itis a situation in which a man and woman agree to
live together before marriage to determme ‘their compatlblhty
Itis sin and’ “formcators and adulterers God wﬂl Judge
(Heb. 13i4).” e

" Q Why do some promlnent theologlans now recommend
“tnal marriage ?”. .

I K. Because being 1gnorant and hard-heatted they have glven
“themselves up to lasclvmusness to work all uncleanness with
:gteedmess,” (Eph 4 18 19) ot N
, . R
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Q Does death sever the marriage bond "
A, Yes. (Rom. 7:2) There will be no marriage after the'
resurrectlon (Mt, 22: 30) The w1dow is f'ree to marry, only
she should wed in the Lord. (l Gor 139)

Q. What should be the conduct of a Christian- who is wed
to a non-Christian ?

A.. If the unbeliever is-content to remain, with the Chnsman
no separation should be effected. "The, child. of God is to stnve_
to win his mate. . (I.Cor. 7:12-16; I Pet. 3;1) This. is no sugges-.
tion, however, thata Chnstlan should dehberately mayry out
of. Clmst L oL
DIVORCE S e _

Q. What is God’s attitude toward divorce? it e i

'A. “I hate divorce, saith Jehovah.” (Mal. 2 16). Whenever
a divorce occurs, there has been a violation of the marriage
covenant by at least one of the partles ‘No- dworce can mvolve
two mnoceﬁt compamons' > T

Q Did the Law of Moses permlt dworce ‘7

A. Yes, 'if a man’s. wife ‘‘found no favour m his eyes” be-'
cause he found “some unseemly thing in her,” he . could
write her a “bill of divorcement” and ‘“‘send her out of hls‘_
house.” (Deut. 24:1) Yet, this was not the dwme 1dea1 God
through Moses, only ‘permitted it because of the “hardness of
heart” characteristic of the lsraehte peop]e (Mt 19 8) '

‘Q. What did Christ teach. regardmg dxvorce "
’ A‘ “WhosoeVer shall divorce his wnfe , -except for formca-,
tion, and shall marry another, is commxttmg adultery: and. he
that marries her when she i$ divorced is committing adultery.”

(Mt.. 19:9; Cf. Mt. 5:32) Christ, therefore, aHOWS divorge only
on the grounds of fornication. . ,

Q. What is formcatlon‘7
A. Fornication . (porneia) is unchastity or every kmd of
un]awful .sexual intercourse, whether of a ,mamed person._
(Hos:. 2:2; T Cor. 5:1); or‘a single persfon E
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Q. What is the dlﬂ'erence between “formcatlon” and “adul-
tery”? .

A, Formcatnon is a genenc term mcludmg all kmds of
sinful sexual mtercourse, whereas usually the word “adultery”
is used of sexual intercourse with another’s spouse. ;

Q If one’ S compamon commits formcatlon, what may he
(or she) do ? fa :
< A.-If the guilty party repents, forgive. him.. Lk 17:3) if
he ‘is impenitént, the innocent - party may. divorce him. - ‘The.
reverse of Jesus statement ‘in° Mt. .19:9 would . be, “He: who:
divorces his: wife, for fornication, and marri¢s another, does:
not commit adultery.” However, the innocent party must: be.
certain that he isindeed ‘‘inmocent” and not an ‘‘accessory
before the fact.” to the sin..

- Q. Did not Paul sanction dlvorce on the grounds of des-
ertlon ? :
'A:<No, Paul sald 1f an. unbehevmg mate departs, the Chrl-'A
sttan is not under “bondage » (1 Cor.. T: 15) Bondafge (douloo)
means to be “enslaved” to one. The Christian is not obligated
to be a slave and thus follow'the unbéliever-when he departs.
If there is a separatlon, they should remain unmarried :or else
be reconclled (l Cor 7 ll) prowded of course .no. fornlcatlon
is 1nvolved R : R Cmenae

Q. What 1f one dlscovers he is hvmg in an adulterous 'rel-
atlonShlp, that he is “mamed” to someone that lt xs “not'
lawful” to have ? (MK.6:18). S :

A. He should d6 what'he ‘would-do: w1th any. other poss-

ession which: he:has unlawfully -He must- .repent, . which in-
velves “turning. from™ the sinful conduct (Acts 17 30 Mt;

12:41; Jonah 3: 10)

- Q. If a' couple are ‘in an adulterous relatlonshlp, and then'
obey the gospel, would not baptism wash thelr sin aWay, and
_ mlght thay then continue living together ? ~:-~ "~ .7+ "

'A. Itis true that baptism washes sin away. Butif'a per-
son’ unscnpturally divorces - his mate ' and becomes :joified to.
another compamon, baptism.will' .not wash-away , his- ongmal:

g '
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marriage and sanctnf)‘y his adultery Prayer cleanses the ch11d
of God from sin even: as Baptism does the alien sinner. If the
alien may divorce and remarry for-no valid reason, then spb-
mit to baptism and keep his unlawful mate,—the child of God
could divorce and remarry, then pray, and continue with' his
compamon But the _truth is, nexther baptlsm nor prayer Wlll
remove sins that are not repented of. . '

Q. But -is not this cruel? Would it not break up ,so_fme
happy homes ? o : -

-A. ‘When.mén: vxolate God S law, e1ther from 1gnorance or.
rebelllon, they often get themselves into cruel situations: Jesus,
declared that some  happy: homes. would. be broken-up. because
of his teaching. (Mt. 10 34. 39) A man must reap what he
SOWsS, (Gal 6:7). . .
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: B BOOK OF THE MONTH

-—l Surely, you can t afford to mlss this exce-
= lent book in your library. A bxographtcal
outline ‘of Bible chatacters, entitled “Sermons
"B On Saints and - Srt’mers”, written by John
Waddey "This' book will help those who are
interested in preaching the truth, ‘and those-
-who are interested to learn the powerful less-
. ons f:;om Bible's oharacters

Request your copy of the b‘ook today by - -
I—-— sending a postage stamp of’ twentyfive paise’ ﬁ h
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"The " Eldership
Homer Putnam Reeves

Thh key to- successful endeavor in any field is good adminis-
tratiod. 'No businéss can flourish ' without judicious guidance.
Produétion is “dependent, very largely, upon mtelhgent direc-
tion. '

“ For any’ organic institutio’n “to succeed in performing its
mission, it must be organized. The church is an organic struc-
tiire; that is,. the chuich: consists of interdependent parts. Like
other flourishing -enterprisés, the church must have all her
organs and functlons systemanzed even synchromzed

" 'The church that is ot properly organized cannot produce
efficiently. Without intelligent foresight, plannmg, ‘and capaBle’
direction, no establishment can function properly. This is cer-
tainly true of the church., The church cannot thrive without
well:advised counsel, skilled guidance and: mtelhgeﬁt supervlsmn
Good leadership spells success; poor leadership spells failure.
The. difference between a living ‘church and a dead ‘chutch ltes,
very. largely, in leadership.

Admmlstratlon of church matters 1s ofa blpartlsan nature
It is. completely ccntralxzed in that all authonty remdes 1n and‘
emanates from Jesus Christ, the ng Itis completely de-
centralized in that each individual cong{evanon is mdependent
and: seIf-govermng The church is an autonomous organism. ...

The administration of* affairs in' the local cohgregation is
vested in the eldership. Elders-have a mandate:: from. ‘heavento
direct and lead.the local church. Eldcrs are the pohcymakers
on the local church Ievel

Ghurch government is. really repubhca,n in i?orm That 15 to
say, it is by representation. Elders are the representatlves’ of
Christ. They likewise represent the church.” The wise elder will
keep one ear turned heavenward, alert to the voice of the
King; the other ear:turned :toward the, chiurch’{o -ascettain the
need apd wishes of the church. ‘Having heard both™the King’s
voice and the voice of the church, the elders will set the pol-
icies and give direction to the work of the church.
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Several terms are employed to designate the supervisor of
the local congregation: presbyter, elder, bishop, overseer, pas-
tor, shepherd and ruler. The Greek term, Presbuteros, may be
translated presbyter or elder and signified an older person, one:
advanced; of age in the church, a senior. Episcopos- may be
retridered bishop or overseer and signifies a curator, guardian.
or superintendent. Thayer characterizes the overseer as a ‘‘man
charged with duty of seeing things to be done are done _rightl\yf‘"
Poimeen may be translated pastor or shepherd and sets forth
the idea of tending the flock. Pastoral responsibility involyes.
care for the sheep and pasturage for the sheep.

Other terms are employed but these will suffice to show the
many-sided responsibility of those who have been chosen to-
administer affairs of the local church. The magnitude of their
work is such as to warrant the use of a miscellany of highly
significant terms to designate them. All of the ministrations.

of the church areentrusted to the supervision of the elders.
Theirs is no mean task.

=
(=2

LK

dv001 L-1uiea meN
518€ "ON X048 1s0d
! woid

\,

seyowal, °q'd L,




