


Radio Sri Lanka Broadcasts

ENGLISH—The Voice of Truth—Speaker Reggie Gnana-
sundaram,

All correspondence should be sent to The Voice of Truth,
Post Box 3815, New Delhi 110049.
Sundays—10 : 15 to 10 : 30 P.M.

Frequencrés—( 1) 15,120 KHZ, 19 Meter Band ; 100KW
(2) 11,725 KHZ, 25 Meter Band ; 100 KW
A3) 7 190 KHZ 41 Meter Band ; 10 KW'
Tuesdays——9 30t0 9:45 AM.

Frequencies : (1) i1, 724 KHZ, 25 Meter Band ; 100KW
(2) 15, 128 KHZ, 19 Meter Band ; 100KW
“(3) 6 075 KHZ, 49 Meter Band ; 10 KW

HINDI—Gospel Truth—Speaker : Sunny David.
All correspondence should be sent to Satya-Susamachar, Post
Box 3815, New Delhi 110049, .

Tuesdays—8: 45t0 9: 15 P.M
Thursdays—9: 0Q to 9 : 15 P.M.
Fridays—9 : 00 to'9 : 15 P. M.

Frequencies—(1) 11,800 KHZ, 25 Meter Band 100 KW
2) 7, 190 KHZ, 41 Meter Band ; 50 KW
(3)-6, 075 KHZ 49 Meter Bandﬁ 10 KW

TELUGU—The Vozce of Truth— Speak¢r : | Joshue ‘Gootam,
All correspondence should be sent to The Voice' of Truth,
Post Box 80, Kakinada 533001, .

Mondays—2 : 30 to 2 : 45 P.M.
Tuesdays—2 : 30 to 2 : 45 P.M.
Wednesdays—2 : 30 to0.2 : 45 PM. .
Frequencles—(l) 11, 800 KHZ, 25 Meter Band; 100 KW
2) 7,190 KHZ, 49 Meter Band ; ‘50 KW
TAMIL—The Way of Truth—Speaker ¢ P. R. Swamy, - -
All correspondence should be sent to The Way of Truth,. .. =
Post Box 3301,’Bangalore 560033. . .
Tuesdays—5 : 30-to 5 : 45 P.M. S T e
Thursdays—6 : 45 to 7: 00 P.M. ' o ‘ .
Fridays—6 : 45 to 7 : 00 P.M. e _
Frequencles—- (1) 11,800° KHZ.; 25 Meter Band - ™ S
‘100 KW
(2) 7,190 KHZ, 49 Meter Band 3 50 KW\

AEL ARE ‘ENCOURAGED TO LISTEN - o

Bible Correspondence Courses and Christian Literature -

are available i these drﬂ'erent languages from - the addresses
listed. i
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Fear of Competition
-'One of the great hinderances to the cause of Christ is the fear
of competition. With the church being young, and still with-
~out men who are qualified to be elders and “deacons, and with
congregations being few in number in most cases, then much of
the leadership is left to the local preacher. .With him pos51bly
being untrained, inexperienced; and on foreign support then the
tendency is for him to protect his position and his ,salary.. , This
is especially true if he is nothing but a hireling, but even if he
is a good, sincere, faithful preacher, he may also be tempted to
protect his job. This being true, the congregations usually stay
small, the men are not encouraged to develop their abilities,
. and neither are they used. This may discourage them to the

~ point that they may eventually quit. * The: preacher therefore is

often left not only to do the preaching but  also to’ teach the

Classes, to lead the prayers. afid even to direct the siriging and to

wait on the Lord’s Table, A congregatlon that is so dominated

by one person seldom grows to any size. '

‘ The idea is that the preacher i is afraid of growth and develop-
ment on the part of the local men. He fears' ‘that if they become

‘ capable of doing the things that he does that he may be even-
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) tually challeniged. He is afraid that he may even lose his salary
" sinée someohne might be able to do a better job than he is doing..
Therefore; since he is in position to control the situation them
he may do'just that. He would then offer an excuse for others.
not developing by saying that they are not interested, that they
are not faithful, and so on. ‘Such a preacher is no leader and
‘thérefore he should be disuiissed. He will never build a strong
_ congregation. He will enly make certain that he keeps his job.
. é
_ The congregation that supports him or the foreign brethren
~who “give his salary, should periodically take a good long hard
look al:(,;he_i;: pr'e'acli_e‘t and the kind of work he isdoing. They
shoyld take note of his personal “life, his family, ‘the kind of
friends he has; his study-habits, his work load, whether he is
converting anyone or not, if the church is gfowidg or not, what
kind of program the congregation has, if any -plans have been
made, if-any goals have been set, if the members are developing,
and if any progress is really being made. Ifa congregation
" goes year after year, and remain about the same, then obviou-
sly something is wrong. Perhaps this preacher doesn’t have the
knowledge and ability to do thie job that he hasbeen given to
do. Or may be again, he is protecting his job. Or he may be
doing an excellent job considering the given circumstances.
In any case, the brethrén need to take note and act upon their
findings. ‘ g : C -
_ A good preacher, . a capable preacher, one who really loves
. “the Lord and his work, has nothing to fear. He will work hard,
convert the lost, develop a program of work to involve the
. whole church, and train his brethren so they can work along side
. him to accomplish more for the Lord. 'He would welcome all
the help he can get since it is impossible for one man to do all
that needsto be done. Even if there are those who excel him
in various ways, still he can take satisfaction in knowing that he
has helped, encouraged, taught, . and made it possible for
such a person to develop his abilities so that he can do what he
is doing. Fear of others, jé'al',ousyv,' ;éﬁvy, deliberately holdin
one back, failing to provide the church with proper leadershi]



' is little, wrong, ‘sinful and such is not the Lord’s 1dea ofa
- Chnstlan 'leader ' : - e

We need strong leadershlp in the church here in Indla It is
~_.going to take this if the churchis to ever grow and spread
. throughout this country It therefore must begin at the local
~ level. We need men, both Preachers and non- preachers who
*will grow and develop to the point where they have the respect
~ of the people around them, We need ‘mén, two or more in
" each congregatron, who will reach ‘the place in thelr spiritual
growth -where they can be appointed as Elders over the local

.. congregation. (I Timothy '3; Titus 1). ‘We need likewise two

or more men in each congregation who will develop themsélves
to the place where they can become deacons to work with
- the Elders. We néed preachers who will be real leaders with
. - the ability to convert the lost and to teach the members.. We
‘need preachers who will set the proper example, who - will help
each local Christian to reach his potential in Christian growth.
‘We need preachers who are willing to give of themselves instead
of always wanting someone to give them something.- We need
preachers who are more interested in saving the lost then they
. are in their salary. We need preachers who will help the church
grow in number and in spirituality. We need preachers. who are
helping others to become preachers. We need preachers who
are out with the people, preaching to them, helping them, star-
ting new works. We need preachers who practice what they
preach in their life, in their spirituality, in their giving, and in
their work. We need preachers who lare helping -to solve the
problems of the members instead of being one of the problems.
We need preachers who are helping the chureh to grow to the
place where they can be self supporting, to have their own
meeting place, to send workers out, etc. We need preachers
who will encourage the ladies to tetich the children, to teach
- their family members, and their friends. We need preachers
who will help to develop_ every member into an effective per-
sonal worker for the Lord. Yes, we need preachers, but the
o nght kind. With such preachers, and men in’ general, who
~ will assume the leadership of the church as they should, then we




4

. +.are going to see some, changes around over the country. - We‘ll
see an active church, an evangelistic church; and. one that is

known for its good work. My brethren, 1t is tlme ‘that we begin
to see such nght here'in- Iﬁdla T

o I ask that you take a l,ook at yourself and the congregatlon
. of whlch you are a part,. ancl ask yourself what you are really
.. worth to the Lord. Can’t you. improve 7. Isn’t there more
., than enough to do.?, What a- blessing-, we.can be to ourselves,
: to-ourcity, to our. country, to the world, aqq to the Lord if we
.- will but forget self job and any and everythmg that might hin-
der us and Jet us rise up and go. to work for.the Lord and change
. things for the better.

Isn’t it a 'shame that the very ones that should be the real

preachers, téachers, and leaders in the church are the very ones

* who are ‘often holding the church back.? Please, I beg of ‘you,

don’t you be one of those. Ratheér, you should be the oppdsite,

- If you dre looking for posntlon, for a title, want to be the grea-

- fest by the world’s standard,’' you are in the wrong place, ' The

‘Lord himself said that he came not to be ministered to but to

" be a minister. He canie not' to be served but to serve. Then

Be said that if one would be great then let hifa be your setvant.
(Matthew 23:11). That is a real leader.’ :

\ assoczate
aedttorml

A Little word of the Scripture

One of the most frequently used verse of the Bible, both in

. preaching and in writing, is from the third chapter of the book
. of John in the New Testament. It states : “For God so loved the
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever be-
lieveth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” In
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this we see the wondetfil plannmg of God for " savrhg man’s' ‘
soul, the most precious thing in'all the world.-(Matihiéw 16:26).
The word SO, however, “in this verse is of much great’ meor-'
tance, for it emphasises the kind of 1ove God has for “man; ‘It
didn’t state, “God loved the world”,. but rather.“God 50:: loved
the world.”” The word so means, in'ithis or such manner; ::dn i::
this degree; to such-an extent; in due course.

In this context, apostle’ Paul sdid; “For when we weté yet_‘”
without strength in due time Chnst dled for the ungodly For ’
scarcely for a righteous man will one dle, yet peradventur for a
good man some would even dare to die. But God commendeth
his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ
died for us.” (Romans 5:6-8). Therefore, God so loved us
that when we were weak in our sins, when we were without any
hope, ungodly, unrlghteous and full of iniquities; loving God
suffered His Son to be separated from him, and left him to die
on the cruel Roman cross." There he’ made "him the perfect
sacnﬁce for whole humamty For God so loved the world 1

God so loved the world, as the apostle states again, “For =
he hath made him to be sin for us who knew no sin; that we

might be made the righteousness of God in him.” (2 Corin-
thians 5:21).

Then, what the prophet Isarah declared in this context .
should also be considered of much importance. Speaking about
Jesus, he said, “He i is despxsed and rejected of men; a man of
sorrows, and - acqualnted with grief: ‘and we ‘hid as it wefe out
faces-from him: he was despised,” and we esteemed Him not.
Surely he hith borne our griefs, and earned our SOFrOWs: yet we
did esteem him stricken, smitten of God and afflicted.” But he
was.wounded for our transgressions, he ‘was - bruised -for our-in-
iquities: the chastisement of our petice was tpon: him: aid with
his stripes we are healed“” (tsaiah 53:3,4;5:) No''doubt.’ G"od
solovedtheworld : -_»15 IR

- God so loved the world, as we see Jesus suspended between .
heaven and earth tasting death for..every person . in the worldl,
for sins of all people of the world were lard on him, therefore;,
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rejected and desplsed by-God,  and we hear him cry unto God,: -
“My-God, My God, why hast thou- forsaken me 17 (Matthew
27:46). there was, yes, but only one answer to -this question, -
“For God so loved the world.” :

Friends, have you ever WOndered and said, nobody cares for A
me, no body loves me.: Remember, God loves you so much,
yes, to such a great extent that he even emptied himself and
gave  His only begotten Son to die on the cross m your stead.
Won’t you accept God’s preclous gift ? Won’t you “believe in _

Jesus and obey his commands so that your sins mlght be for- h
given ? Yes, God can- forglve all your sins, because he loves

you so much !.

Facts You Must Face

Life is a reality. We are here and therefore we must facev "

it regardless of conditions or situations that we find ourselves R
in. We can even: better our plight in this world and have some-
thing to live for and to look forward to if we will but recog-

nize some Spec1ﬁc facts and decide to act on them. What are
these ?

1. There is a ’God in heaven and he is the creator of all of
s. ~ (Genesis 1:1). ~He is'the one and true living God. (1
Thessalomans 1:9). . He is Spmt (John 4:24).

2. Each one of us have a soul that shall never die but w1ll .
live on forever and forever, It has been created in the image
of God, (Genesis 1:26, 27). It is more valuable than all the
world. . (Matthew 16:26). o o

3. Allare sinners before God. Paul sald “For all. have .
sinned, and come short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23)..-
From the context you will note that the sinners under COD-.f:*
sideration are responsible beings, knowing right from wrong.
This does not include infants or unresponsible beings. But
to- show the - consequences of unforgiven sins, the same writer
says, “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of Ged. is..
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” "(Romans 6:23).
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4. God sent-Christ to.save.man from: his sins, . Christ.said, -,
“For God so loved- the world _that he gave- hxs on]y bejgotten__;:
Son, that whosoever beheveth in him should not perish, but
have everlasting life.’” (John 3:16). Paul tells us, “But God
commendeth his love toward us, in that; while we- were ye‘t sm—
ners, Chnst dled for us » ( Romans 5: 8) LTy

5. God has chosen to: speak through hlS Son, Jesus, to‘ .
make known his will to man. - “God, who-;at sundry. times- .
and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by, .-
the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken .unto us by his .
Son.” (Hebrews .1:1,2). God said . of Christ-at the ‘trans-“
figuration, ‘““This is my beloved Son,.in whom I am well plea- .
sed; hear ye him.”” . (Matth.eW -17:5). But;ho_w:does Christ .
communicate with us ? Through the written word. John wrote, .
“And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his
disciples, which are not written in this. book: But these are
written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son.. -
of God; and that believing ye might have life through his .
name.” (John 20:30,31). Paul declared, “For whosoever shall
call upon the name of the ‘Lord shall be sayed. How then. -
shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and .
how shall they call on him of whom they have not heard ?
and how-shall they-hear without a preacher ?...So then faith
cometh by hearing, and hearmg by the word of’ Godt” (Romans -

10:13-17). - : .t

6. The. salvation that the Lord offers i 1s by the grace of
God “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not -
of yourselves: it is the giff of God: Not of works, lest any man
should boast.” (Ephesians 2:8,9). “Not by works of rlght-
eousness ‘which we havé done;. but according:to his mercy he
saved us, by the washing: of regeneration, and renewing of the -
Holy Ghost.” (Titus 3:5). Man cannot be saved by keeping -
the law or through his own good works. - Rather, man:must. -
comply with the Lord’s terms of pardon in ‘order to be saved.  :
Even though. he does so that does. not mean that he is earnmg
his salvatxon Regardless of how many commands he may obey,, .
or, the good deeds he may do, if he is. saved 1t w1ll only be by
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the gracé and mercy of" God. Compliance with the Lord’s will

does not nullify God’s grace but instead'it is a sign of one’s
acceptance of it.

7. One must obey Christ in order to be saved. We read,
“Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things
which he suffered; And being made perfect, he became the
author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him.”
(Hebrews '5:8,9). 'To obey ‘Christ one must believe in 'God
and that Jesus Christ ‘is his' Son. “But without faithit is
impossible to please him......” (Hebrews "11:6). Christ- said;
“Ye believe in God, believe ‘alsoin me.” (John 14:1). Jesus-
also said, “Ye are my friends, if ye dé whatsoever 1 command
you.” (John 14:15). - Therefore the question is: Do you be-
lieve in the Lord enough, and love him enough,to obey him?
What has he asked that we do ? First, that we repent-of our
sins. (Luke 13:3). Next, he has invited us to confess him be-
fore men as the Son of God. (Matthew 10:32). Finally, he has
commanded that we be baptized. (Mark 16:16). Faith will:
not question but it will obey. Those who obey will be saved
from their sins. The apostle taught the same in Acts2:38.
Seé Acts 22 16. ' :

8. Those who obey the Lord and are therefore saved by the
grace of .God are added to the Lord’s church. This is what
happened on the day the church had its beginning. (Acts 2:47).

It will also) happen to you or anyone else who does the same

thing. If one finds himself in some man-made church thien that .
isa 31gn that he has not obeyed the Lord but has rather obeyed"'
the teachmg of men e

'S t RPN [ |
9. Asa Chnstlan one. must Worshqp the Lord e&ch first.-day:
of the week and: live daily the :Christian life. (Acts,20;7; Re-:.
velatien. 2:10).. This.involves .more than.just saying that you..
are a Christian. It is total, commlttment with a-life of service,, .
(Matthew 16:24; Romans, 12:1, 2). . :

10, All must die and face the Lord at the day of ]udgment
«“And asit'is “appoitited unto’ meéa once to die but after this
cofneth tHe Judgmeﬁt »  (Hebrews9:27). “For we must all -
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appear before the Judgment seat of Chnst ..... (2 Corinthians
5.10)

11. The righteous will live with the Lord throughout all
. eternity. (Matthew 25: 46).

12. Those who fail ‘toPobey the Lord will be cast into the
. lake of fire where they shall ever be punished. (Matthew 25:
46 Revelatlon 21:8; John 5:28,29).

You are encouraged to consider each of these facts very
seriously. You will have to deal with them now or latter. The
wise will do so at this time.

JC.C.

Divine Authority

. FramkL Cox
“And Jesus came to them and spake unto them, saying, All
authority hath been given unto me in heaven and on earth. Go
ye therefore, and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing
them into.the name of the. Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I
have commanded you: and to, I am with you always, even unto

the end of the world.” (Matt. 28:18-20.)

Jesus had lived. He had been cruclﬁed on the Roman cross.
"He had been buried in Joseph’s new tomb. By divine power,
had been raised. And now, before his ascension, he gave utter-
ance to the remarkable words of our text, laying claim to “all
authonty in heaven and on earth.”

Christ’s authority reaches up into heaven; angels and author-
rities. and powers are subject unto him. (1 Pet. 3: 22.) His
authority extends over all the earth; he is the rightful ruler of
every man. When God raised him from the dead, he made him
“to sit on his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all
rule, and authorlty, and power, and dominion, and every
name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that
which is to come and he put all things in subjectlon under his
feet. and gave him to be head over all thmgs to the church.”



10

(Eph. 1: 20-22.) And Christ’s: authority shall endure until' time
is no more, or ‘““unto the end of the world.” “He must reign,*
declared the apostle Paul, till he hath put all enemies under
his feet. ‘The last enemy that shall be.abolished is death.” ,
As our high priest, Christ has &all authority” to forgive,
You can forgive the'sins your neighbour commits against you
your neighbour can forgive the sins you commit against him -
but only the Lord Jesus can forgive the sins you and your neigh-
bor commit against “God. Since Jesus Lolds in his hand “all”
priestly authority, surely there is-no such authotity left for the
“preacher,” the “priest,” or the “pope.” T

“All” mediatorial authority belongs to Christ. “For there
is one God, one mediator also between God and man, himself
man, Christ Jesus.” (L Tim. 2: 5.) “Theréis one God.” To
this all agree and should agree. The same Book says there is
“one mediator between God and man” and the mediator is
named. There are not many mediators, not even two; there is
only “one” mediator between God and man. It is the heavenly
privilege of every child of God to go directly and inﬁmgdi'ately,
even while alone, to the Father through our Lord Jesus Christ
without the aid or assistance of another mediator, eithet in
heaven or on earth, = R B

Unto the risen Christ belongs ““all” kingly authority.  He
alone has the divine right to rule and to reign over the hearts
and lives of men. Since Jesus posses ““all” authority to rule
and to reign, surely there is no such authority left for any man
or angel. Though the elders or bishops are the rulers of the
congregation, their authority is delegated—they rule under
Christ. Only in the realm of “judgment” do they have the right
to rule. -
~ Unto Christ belongs “all” legislative authority. Not only
i;s he our high priest, our mediator and our king: he is also our
lawmaker. Since he has “all” authority to make law. for the
people of God, surely there is no such authority left for any
man orany set of men. The law of the Lord is found in the
New Testament. Itis notfound elsewhere. Woe unto that
man who arrogates to himself the right to make laws for the
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church. Let us not bind where the Lord has not bound. In
this realm, every Christian must exercise extreme care. Let us
take from no man the liberty the Lord allows.

“All authority”’ or power to raise the dead belongs to the
triumphant Christ. When he appeared to-the beloved John-on
Patmos, he said: “I am the first and the last, and the Living
one; and I was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore, and
I have the Keys of death and Hades.” (Rev 1: 17, 18))
“Keys” symbolize authority. Having the “Keys of death and
Hades,” the triumphant Christ has the authority or the power
over death and Hades. It is worthy of note that it was after
Jesus had conquered death that he laid claim to the power over
death. He alone can raise us from the dead and adorn us with
the habiliments of immortality. All that are in their graves

shall hear the voice of the Son of God and shall come forth.
(John 5: 28, 29.)

“All” judicial authority’ belongs to Christ. “For neither
doth the Father judge any mian,” said the Master, “but he hath
given all judgment unto the Son.” - (John 5:22.) He also sdid
“The words that I spake, the samé'shall judge himin the
last day.” (John 12: 48.) He. alonehas the divine right to

sit in judgment on. the souls of men and determine thelr
destiny.

“And I saw, and T heard ‘a ‘voice: of many angels round
.about the throne and the living creatures and the elders; and
- the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and

thousands of thousands, saying with a gréat voice,
Worthy is the . Lamb that -hath'béen slain to receive the

power, and riches, and wisdom, and might, and honor,
and glory, and blessing.

And every created thing which is in, the heaven, and on the
earth and under the earth, and on the sea, and all things that
are in them, heard I saymg, v

Unto him that sitteth on the throne, and unto the Lamb,

be the blessing, and the honor, and the glory, and the
dominion, for-éver and ever. :

And the four living creatures said, Afen. And the elders
fell down and worshipped.” (Rev. 5: 11-14)) ‘
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The Way Up Is Down
Albert Gardner . = - ..

“And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be the
servant of all.” (Mark 10: 44). The way to be great in the
kingdom of God is to go down in humility.

James and John asked the Lord to let them have the great
places on his right and left hand in his kingdom. They were judg-
ing a spiritual kingdom by earthly standard, Jesus did not
have a “pope” among.the twelve. He said that in earthly king-
doms the great exercise authority over others “but it shall not
be soamong you”. (Matt. 20: 25, 26.) Any practice that
tends to exalt one and belittle another is of human origin. The
way to greatness is not by making the other person look smaller
than we try to appear.

Because there had been strife among the apostles as to.which
of them would be the greatest (Luke 22: 24), Jesus washed their
féet to demonstrate that the way to true- greatness is to go down
in humility and serve. (John 13: 2-17). .

Religious titles of men are desighed to exalt and make
“clergy” and ““lay” classes. If anyone should know better than
to wear such titles it should be preachers. Jesus condemned the
Pharisees for exalting themselves with titles. “But be not ye
called Rabbi: for one is your Master, even Christ; and all ye
are brethren. And call no man your father upon the earth::for
one is your Father, which isin heaven. Neither be ye-called
masters: for one is your Master, even Christ.” (Matt. 23: 8-10.)
Then, Jesus discussed this matter of greatness. - ‘“But he that is
greatest among you shall be your servant. And whosoever shall
exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself
shall be exalted.” (Matt. 23: 11, 12.) ' '

Some are too haughty to be saved. Humi]ity ‘comes first.
“Whosoever shall not rteceive the kingdom of God as a little
child, he shall not enter therein.” (Mark 10:15.) With child-
like love and complete confidence and submission we must
accept the kingdom, otherwise, we cannot enter it. As Peter

]
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;’ife‘achedithe first gospel ‘sermon people were cut to.the. heart”
and wanted to: know -what to-do to be saved They reahzed
that they ‘were sinners. - They did. not try to explam away their
actions in killing Jesus but were convinced. by that great sermon
that they had killed the Lord of glory. Without that kind of
husility they never could have entered the klngdom,_ Upon
being told to ‘‘repent and be baptxzed” (Acts 2t 38), three
thousand gladly received the word and were baptlzed Don't
you see thelr ‘humility 2 Many will reject and fight the Bible
teaching on Baptism (Mark 16: 16; Rom. 6: 4;" Aéts 8} 35- 39),
and will be lost because they will not- turn loose of their pride
and humble themselves to the sunple teachmg

rrrrr

baptism have ‘beén overtaken by self-seekl selﬁshness, and
prlde Ts humxhty somethmg ‘we. practice .once and ‘then:forget ?
May we say with pnde, e was humble- once, I'have :obeyed
that command”* ? 'Jests took 4 child in' his'arms' and said;
“Whosoever shall receive one of suchi-' children in' my namé,
recelveth me: and whoéoeve; shall:rééeivéme, receiveth not
me, but h1m that sent me.” (Mark 9:'37;) The Christian - life is
a'life of Service.” 'We must not be déceived - into, thinking that
worshlp is all that is -required.” We .are saved to save' .others.
Our mﬂuence is to be felt just as :salt -is noticeable. by its pre-
sence or abserice. “‘Ye are the salt of: the earth.” (Matt..5; 13.)
By our 1nﬂuence the church is to grow, * As soldiers of:Clirist
we are to wage a spiritual warfare against spiritual wickedness.
We must be on the mdrch. - We cannot retreat and-there is no
cdmpromlse with the enemy. But ‘after the battle isover
and we havé kept all that has been ‘commanded We .must say:
“We are ynprofitable. servants: we have done that whxch was
our duty todo,” (Luke 17:10.)

-“Humble ‘yourselves therefore under the mlghty hand of
God _that he may exalt you in due tlme » (1 Pet. 5:6,) Jesus
did it as our example., “He ‘humbled himself, and" became
obedlent .unto death of the cross. Wherefore God also hath
highly exalted him, and. given hlm a-name which' is. :;fbove every
pame,” (Plul 28, 9) Did you, nouee the order ? Firat he
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huinbled himself, then, he was exalted. Many:. do not like the
sound” o’f'fhé_Se verseés and go about trying to ‘bé great.according
1o worldly standards but Jesus ‘gave the only. $ure way to true
greatness when ‘he said: «And whosoever will be chief: among
you, let him be your servant.’ . ol oo S
- f‘Pnde goeth before destruction, and-an Haughty spirit be-
fore a fall” (Prov. 16: 18) '~ :
Is Baptism Essential To Salvation?
o ' " . Cleom Lyles T :
. 1. believe there is no subject abused ‘more than baptism.
Several reasons might be .given for, this but none ~of them
would justify'any abuse.of this command, Hence, instead of
discussing. abuses of it,- we want to learn what - the Lord said
about it.- The practice of baptizing was_introduced by John.
Because of this he was known as _‘‘John the Immerser.”” In the
first six verses of the third chapter of Matthew we have . this
statement concerning him: In those days came John the Bap-
tist, preaching in the wilderness of Judea, . And saying, Repent
ye for'the kingdom of heaven is at.hand.. For this is he that
was spoken of by the prophet Esaigs,: saying, The voice of the
one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way:of the Lord,
make his paths -straight. And:the same John -had his. raiment
of camel’s hair, and a leathern girdle: about his loins and his
meat was locusts and wild honey. Then went out to him Jeru-
salem, and all Judea, and all the region. round about Jordan,
And:were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins.”
‘When- Christ was ready to go back to God; He instructed
His disciples to baptize people. Matthew  and ‘Mark 'give'us
this information: “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, bap-
tizing them in thé name of the Father, and of ‘the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching: them to observe all things
whatsoever 1 have commianded you: and,lo, Tam with - you
alway, even unto the end of the world” “(Matt. 28:19, 20).
«And he said unto them, Go ye into all ‘the world, and preach

the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is bapti-
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zed shall be saved; ‘but he that believeth not ‘shall be da-
mned” (Mark 16:15,°16). John relates an incident in the life
of ‘Christ that ‘gives us more’ information concerning -the ‘im-
‘portﬁ-ncé of this- commiand in the mind of Christ. ““There Was
a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus; a ruler of the Jews:
Thé same camme to Jesus by ‘night, and ‘said unté him, Rabbi,
we know that thou arta teacher come from God: for no man
can do these miracles that thou doest, except God ‘be with him.
Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, ‘I say unto
thee, Except a man be born again; he cannot:see the kingdom
of God. Nicodemussaith unto him, How can a man be born
when he is old? can he enter the -second time into his mother’s
womb, and be born ? Jesus answered, Verily, verily, Isay unto
thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit he
cannot enter into the kingdom : of  God” (J ohn 3:1-6).
There is no misunderstanding of - these verses in the minds -of
the reasonable. Only when onehas a theory foreign to -the
seriptures to support does he try to prove this ' is' not water
‘baptism, and then he makes himself ridiculous with all reason-
able people. - . :

- The apostles were with Jesus when he gave them the in-
structions:to. preach to every. creature and baptize them. In ad-
dition to. receiving ‘this information from his' lips they were
inspired by the Holy Spirit so that they would ‘remember  the
instructions given by the Lord. *“But the Comforter which
is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will -send in my name, he
shall teach you all things,’ and bring 'all things to -your
remembrance, whatsoever I'have said unto you” (John 14:26.)
«Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is comie, he will guide you
into all truth: for he shall not'speak of himself ‘but whatsoever
he shall‘hiear, that shall he speak: and he wiil show you things to
¢oine” (John'16:13). Since this is true it would be impossible
for the apostles to have received any information contrary to
the desires of Christ. They heard him command them to ‘baptize
people, and the Holy Spirit has brought all things to their
remembrance, therefore we know their instructions in this matter
will be as infallible as heaven itself. Notice some things they
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said about it: “Now when they heard this, they were. pricked
in their heart, and said unto Peter . and to the rest-of ;the apos-
tles, . Men and brethren, what :shall we, do?-Then Peter- said
anto them, Repent and be. baptized every ‘one of you in
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission; of sins, and
ye shall receive the gift of the Holy..Ghost” (Acts 2:37, 38).
This was not many days since he had heard the: ‘Lord, say “Go
teach all nations, baptizing them,” In additign the Spirit had
<come. (Acts 2:4). So 'we can be as suré ‘ of these’ statements as
'we are of Christ and the Holy Spirit." This same apostle . said
ata; later date: “For Christ also hath:once suffered for., sifis,
the_just for the unjust, that he might bring -us'to-God, being
put to death in the flesh, but quickened by:the Spirit:: By which
also he went and preached unto the spirits. in prison; ‘Which
semetimes were. disobedient, when once the - longsuffering of
‘God waited in the days of Noah, while the.ark was a preparing,
‘wherein few, that - is eight souls- were saved by water. .The like
figure whereunto even baptism: doth also mow save: us
(not the putting away of the filth: of the:flesh; - but the: answer
of a good consgience toward God), by the resurrectionr of Jesus
Christ:”” (I Peter 3:18-22), “Baptism doth also now save us™....
“Repent.and be baptized for the femission of sins;”” ‘Who ‘Gould
~ find language easier to understand? Who could -misunderstand
tthis language?  What honest ‘soul couild say it is'not necessary
to:be baptized? . ‘ ‘ oL
. . When Paul was baptized . he was told to: *“Arise, .and: be
baptized, and ‘wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the
-Lord” (Acts 22:16). He -could not have misunderstood, - the
purpose of baptism, since he had to.understand in his own
«case in order to obey God. He said: “For as many of you as
.have been baptized into Chri:st have put on .,Qh_::ist"’, (Gal.
3:27). ‘““‘Baptized into” and “have put on,” are Véﬁy strong
statements. If they were “baptized into Christ,” they were , out
of Christ before they were baptized. This, howgver,l_is easy to
anderstand since Chyist said, “He that believeth and is baptized
shall be saved” (Mark 16:16). T
i John left us a statement -that is as forceful as that of the
other apostles. “This is he that came by-watersand bload,
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even Jesus Christ, iot by water only, but by water and blood.
And it is the Spirit that. beareth witness, because the Spirit
is truth, For there are three that beéar’ record in heaven, - the
Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one.
And there are three that bear witness on earth, The Spirit, and
the water, and the blood : and these three agree in one” a
John 5:6-9).

We believe any honest person who reads these ‘statements
from Christ and the inspired apostles will be convinced of the
necessity of being baptized in order to be saved.

The Lord did not leave us to guess about how one is- bap-
tized any more than he did about why we are baptized. He
said we were to be baptized to be saved. In just such plain
language he caused Paul to tell us how it is done. ‘‘what shall
we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?
God forbid. How shall we that are dead to sin live any longer
therein? Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized
into Jesus Christ wete baptized into his death? Therefore we
were buried with him by baptism into death: that like
as Christ was raised up from the deag by the'glory. of the
Father, even so we also should walk in riewness of life.’ For
if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death,
we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: Knowing
this, that our old man ' js crucified with him, that the body of
sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve
sin” (Rom 6:1-7). We have a like statement in Col. 2: 12,
“Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are rised with
him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised
‘him from the dead.” Since no other method of baptizing is
even so much as mentioned 'in the Bible, and since we have
these plain statements, there can be no confusion in the honest
“heart concerning how one is baptized. '

 Many do not realize how' serious it is to fail to obey God.
’Paul said the Lord would in, “Flaming fire take vengeanée
on them that know not God, and that obey 'not ‘the’ gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ” (II Thess. 1:8). Concerning Johti’s
baptism we have this statement: ““Buit the Pharisees and lawyers
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rejected the counsel of - God against themselves, being not bap-
tined of him” (Luke 7:30). Now if by_refusing John's baptism
-they rejected the. council of God against themselves, what ab-
_out the person who refuses Christ’s baptism? The answer is
_elear to all:
Yes, baptism is essential to salvation. it is as prominently
displaying on the New Testament as any other command of
. Christ, and we cannot afford to face God without obeying him
in this act. Baptism is to save (Mark 16:16). It is a burial (Rom.
6:4). We are not baptized because we are saved, but are baptized
in -order to be saved (I Peter 3:21). May the Lord help us
all to submit to his desires that we might receive eternal salva-
~tion from him. - ‘ '

How Religious Are You?
“ ' Hoyt Bailey i

We. are not dealing with the idea of merely being religious,
but weare discussing the question: ““How Religious Are you?”
Those present on.the first Pe_ntecoszt‘ after the resurrection Of
Jesus Christ were religious, they had gathered in Jerusalem for
a religious feast, but about three,th'ousand were religious enough
. on that-day to obey the gospel of Christ. When they heard the
- gospel preached, they were. pricked in their,hcarts, and cried
out and asked what to do. Peter and the rest of the apostles
taught them to repent and be baptized for the remission of
their sins. They that gladly received His. Word were baptized
and the same day. there were added unto them abbut\ three
thousand souls. Those were religious enough to obey Christ,

_but “How Religious Are You?” (Acts 2:5-41). B
"The Samaritans, after having heard the gospel of Christ
preached unto them, believed and were baptized, both men and
women. (Acts 8:5-12). They were nof only religious, but . they
were religious enough to obey Christ. Are you sufficiently re-
- ligious to separate yourself from false religious systems and

_abey the gospel of Christ? “How Religious Are You?”

-Saul of Tarsus was a.very religious man before he became a
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Christian. He advanced iin the Jews religion above many of his
equal. How religious was he? Was he satisfied to remain :where
he was religiously? Saul- was religious enough to- give up his
former religious practice and to obey the gospel of Chnst.
Having been ‘without sight, also without food or drink, and
having been engaged in prayer, Saul was still in his sins. (Acts
9) Ananias said to. Saul: ‘“And now why tarriest thou? arise,
and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, callfng on the name
of the Lord.” (Acts 22:16) Saul was sufficiently religious?- to
give up his former religious practice and to obey the gospel of
Christ, but “How Religious Are You?”

Cortielius was religious: “A devout man, and one that fea-
réd God with all his house which gave much alms to the people,
and prayed to God alway.”” Cotnelius was sufficiently religious
to make sure that he was right religiously. He sent for the pre-
acher, but Cornelius was not one to accept. merely what. the
preacher said. When the preacher came, Cornelius said: “Now
therefore are we all here present before God, to hear all thing
that are - commanded thee of God.”  (Acts 10:33). He wanted
to hear what God commanded. His religious zeal did not over-
look the' importance of his being right religiously. After the
preacher had preahed and his audience had heard and believed
“Then answered Peter, Can any.man forbid water, that these
should not be-baptized, .which have. received. the Holy. Spirit
as well as we ? And he commanded them to be baptized in the
name of the Lord.” (Acts 10:46-48). Cornelius was religious
enough to cut loose from his former rehgtous practice and to
obey the gospel of Christ, but “How Rehglous Are You?* -

Lydia: and her household were nehgtous enough to.be gatherod
for prayer on a Sabbath day; but did they remain . only. that
religious ? She and her household were baptized (Acts 16:15).
They were religious enough to make sure that they did what
the Lord commanded, therefore, they were baptized, but “How
Religious Are You?”’ ‘

" The - jailer was not merely rellglous enough to fall at the
feet of: Paul and -Silas. ' He was sufficiently.: religious to ask
whdt he should do and he did. it. He was not merely religious
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enough to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, but he was religious
enough to obey the Lord. Paul and Silas “spake unto him the
Word of the Lord, and to all that were in his house. And he
took them the same hour of the night, and washed their stripes;
and was baptlzed he and all his, immediately.” (Acts 16:30-33):
The Jaller was such a person as to repent of his former way of
life, to forsake his former religious practice and to be baptized,
but “How Religious Are You ?”

‘Those in the city of Corinth were religious, they had the
temple Venus in their city, when Paul went there. Several of
those Corinthians were not satisfied to be merely religious,
because ‘“Many of the Corinthians heanng believed, and were
baptized.” (Acts 18:8). They were religious enough to obey the
Lord in baptism, but “How Religious Are You?”

"The goddess Diana was in Ephesus, and it was claimed that
the whole world worshipped Diana. However, some were re-
ligious enough in Ephesus to not only turn from Diana, but
they also turned from John’s baptism to baptism in the name
of Christ. When certain ones in Ephesus told Paul that they
had been baptized “Unto John’s baptism, Then said Paul, John
verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the
people, that they should believe on him which should come after
him, that is on Christ Jesus. When they heard this, they
were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus > (Acts 19:3-5).

All of these of whom we have studled were rehglous, had
some rehglous affiliation before they heard the gospel of Chnst
Upon hearing the gospel of Christ preached, they cut them-
selves loose from all former religious practices in order to become

a Christian. Those of whom we read in the New Testament who
obeyed Christ were not satisfied to be merely religious, but they
not only wanted to be right for they became right religiously.

Inasmuch as it was necessary for them to glve up all other
religious practice or belief for what Christ commanded, is it
not necessary for individuals to cut loose from all religious
‘practices now which are-not authorized by Jesus Christ? ‘Those
during- the days of the apostles ‘were religious enough to
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loose- from - all former religious practices ‘in order to obey
Christ, but “How Religious Are Y®u?’ Are.you: willingto -
cut loose from twentieth century religious . practices' in
order: to become a Christian after the order of first century
Christianity?” .....And the disciples were called Christians first
in Antioch.” (Acts 11:26) “Yet if'any man suffer as Christian,
let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God on this be- -
half.” (1 Peter 4:16). : :

Are you religious enough to respect the Lord’s Word, to
respect the Lord’s order or arrangement? The Lord in his world-
wide commission commanded the preaching of His gospel to
every creature, admonished that we do whatever he has com-
manded, and he promised on that condition to be with those
who do His commands, even unto the end of the world. (Mat«
thew 28:18-20). We are plainly informed that the gospel is to
be predached to every creature. (Mark 16:15-16) He did not
limit the preaching of His gospel to a few years, neither did
the Lord limit the preaching to only a few people, but he com-
manded that it be preached to every creature.

Inasmuch as God is no ‘respector of, persons nor tespector
of centuries ‘during the::Christian dispensationy it follows* that-’:
His gospél is to'be preachedto every creatute in every' cetitury”/
until'the end:of time. For one to -conclude that the gospel is' ™
for Him, but:not for all: other -creatufés would beto" conclude '
thatithe God-of the Bible is a: partial God. One: cannot ‘be: gen-+1"
uingly eonverted to Christ without' being' interested it tfymg o e
convert as many- others to-Christds pbss1ble L e
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Why not"’ respect God’s order or arrangement? Are you."‘
rehglous euough to do so?’ In the plan of salvatlon as grven in
the Bible, God arranged teachmg first, faith second, repentance
third, confessing Christ fourth, water baptism fifth then salva-’
tlona (Matthew 28:19; Mark 16:15:16; Luke 24:46-47). In the
case of infants, man’ has baptlsm first, teachmg second repen-
tance third, faith fourth, and salvation fifth, but infants are safe,
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therefore, babiés are not in a lost condition. (Matthew 48:1-4), .
Why try to save those who dre not lost? 'In the case of grown -

ups, man has the "sinner being moved upon by some unseen. -

power first, then:repentance, teaching third, faith fourth, salva-..
tion fifth-and baptism sixth. But why not be religious. enough . .
to follow the Bible and leave off the teaching of men? The Bible
has teaching, faith, "repentance, confession, baptism then
salvation. Co

Inasmuch as one professes to be religious, why not be right
religiously? - Why not be honest enough to take the Word of .
God as it is revealed in the Bible for our complete gnide in
religious matters? Are you religious enough to.demand a “thus
saith the Lord” for all that you do.in your religious work, wor-"
ship, and practice? Are you honest enough in your religious. .
conduct to demand a scriptural name? Do you take thought
respecting the religious name you wear as to whether it is or is -°
not authorized in the Word of God?

You can know from the study of the New Testament that
Christ built His church (Matthew 16:18), and that local con-
gregations were known as “‘churches of Christ”” (Romans 16:16). -
" Are you religious enough to. be a member of the church of
which you can read in. the New Testament? . If you look into
the New Testament, you will also see that the practice of the
New Testament had.to be conformed to by those entering the
church. No one can read inthe New Testament about the
church of Christ having some human society connected. there- ...
with to carry on the preaching of the gospel of Christ. During
the days of the apostles, the church- of Christ preached the
gospel of Christ. T hxs was done without the aid of human
organizations. It is scnptural ‘to wear the name “church of ‘
Christ™. '

‘However, it should not be overlooked that the name"“\‘is‘(fth- "
out the scriptural practice does not meet God’s approval, -
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‘One must be a'Christian in nai¢, and -he must also. bea
Christian in living up to the requn'ements set- forth in ‘the New - -
Testament :

When you see one church name on a corner stone, - buta -
different name on the bulletin board, can you honestly conclude
that such a church is trying to be loyal to the name? As you
se¢ church names not listed in“the Bible, then, you can’ surely - -
understand that such rellglous people are not loyal to the g
name. i

When you look  inside a church building and find therein
the various mechanical instruments of music, you know that

such is contrary to the practice in the church of Christ during
the days of the Apos-tlesl o

Are you religious enough to be sure that you have the nght’ :
religious name, a scriptural name, but are you also religious

enough to be sure that you have the right religious practice, the
scriptural practice as authorized in the New Testament?

. Contd .on.Pa_ge.- 24
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If one wishes to be a ‘member of the church of Christ, it
will be necessary for him to be: religious enough to demand
the scriptural name, and to demand the scriptural practice, -a
“thus saith the Lord”’ for all that he does in his rellglous
activities. ,

'You can find in the New ‘Testament authority for singing
praises unto Jehovah, but you cannot find New Testament
authority for playing praises in Christian worship. Scripture
says: ““Singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord”
(Ephesians 5:19); ‘‘singing with grace in your hearts to the
Lord.” (Colossians 3:16); ‘‘sing with the spirit, and......sing
with the understanding also.”” (I Corinthians 14:15).

The Christians of the first century were religious enough to. -
be members of the church of Christ. They were religious eno-.
ugh to sing praises to the Lord, and religious enough to leave
off playing in Christian worshlp, but “How Re]lglous Are
You?”’ - :

Sanctification, What is it?

Leon Sharp

Voot e AR 0 i (e BERLE L
"Sanctlﬁcatlon” appears only ten times in the New Tes
menl) How,eve;, —var;ous fo§m§ og the -~ % eeléword do! appe
a number of times’ throughout the entite New Testament, T.
root'vwo‘rd\ and ‘its' forms ‘are’ variously * translated: “holy,ﬂ
“haliiow,” “hatldwed,” “holitiess,” ‘consecrate;” “saint,” “samst

ctlfy” and *sanctification.” The words “‘cleanse™ and - “clcans‘;f
ing!"also present ideas of very close kin to thdse words prev1o-
usly :mentioned, and appear with noted regularity throughout
the text. A simple definition of these 'words will give 4 greateﬂ
insight as to the real meaning of “Sanctification’ than most
people possess. However, we have chosen a different examina-,
tion of the question of Sanctification in- the hope of “stimu-
lating greater appreciation for the subject on the part’ of every-
one who may examine this paper. g
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. Theologians and writers down thropgh the centuries have

.-given'a number of -definitions of “‘sanctification,” ‘‘holiness,”
- <“holy;” or ¢“sanctify.”” We cite just.a few just to'stimulate.. our
» -own appreciation of the truth. ‘Sanctification is God-likeness
- ot being:renewed after His image.” ““Holiness is conformity to
.rthe law of-God, in the heart and -life.” “Sanctification isa

freedom from the tyranny of sin, into the liberty of righteous-
i -mess.” ““‘Sanctification is that work of the Spirit whereby we

are fitted to be worshippers of . God.” ‘“‘Holiness is a process
of cleansing from the pollution of sin.’> *It is a moral renova-
tion-of our nature whereby we are made more and more like
Christ.” Much Truth is found in the foregoing statements, and
should be the basis for much reflective thought concerning
“Sanctification” and our spiritual development.

“Sanctify’’ or- “holy’”’ must mean more than “‘separation
unto the sérvice of God.”” This is the: limit of the understanding

~.of mostin the church of our Lord in our age. A scripture to

help'our understanding -in this regard is Hebrews 7:26, which

" says of Jesus, “For such a high priest became us, holy, guile-
' less; undefiled, separated from sinners, and made higher than
" - the heavens.” The Lord was both “holy’> and ‘‘separated”
* from sinners, and he was also ~“gui1¢less and undefiled. The-terms

“holy” and “sanctify” refer ‘also to moral qualities, as is seen
q

- from a number of passages. For example, Romans 7:12 where

the law'is said to be “‘holy” and *just-and good.” From Titus
1:8 we see that a bishop (elder) must be *“sober, just, holy,

1 ..temperate.” To be holy is a moral quality listed among -other
- moral qualities of a man who serves God acceptably.

~ Sanctification is a many-sided ‘subject. The Bible speaks of

‘achild of God being sanctified by God the Father; also it

speaks of one being sanctified in Christ and by His sacrifice;

~ yet the Word also speaks of one being sanctified by the Holy

Spirit, by the Word and by Faith. The Bible shows us that san-

* ctification is God’s work in changing us daily as we allow Him

to refashion and re-make us after His own image. The child of

God simply ‘submits to God and allows Him to- work in his

life rather than set out on his own human course of selfim-
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" provement. The -apostle Paul said that God called wus in san-
- ctification," fiot to uncleanness (1 Thess. 4:7). ' God has, then,
" called us from the réalm :of uncleanness, and bestowed ‘upon
us the realm of cleanness or.sanctification. In Hebrews :10:10
- weread ““we are sanctified through the offéring of the body of
Jesus once, for all.”” By His sacfifice He has purged his people
from the guilt of sin, separated them from the world, and con-
~ secrated them unto God, In 2 Thess. 2:13 Paul wrote, “God
hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation, through sanc-
tification of the Spirit, and belief of the truth.” This refers
to the work of the Holy Spirit in giving new life to fhose
‘- 'who are separated from sin and brought in Christ’s
kingdom. Paul was a “minister of Christ Jesus unto the
Gentiles, ministering the gospel of Cod, that the offering
up of the Gentiles might be made acceptable, being sanctified
by the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:16). The Holy Spirt sanctifies
but his agent for this work'is the Word which is ministered,
" in this case, by Paul. The Holy Spirit dwellsin the child of
God, and while dwelling in him He purifies him and makes his
sacrifice acceptable to God. This isan ever - progressing, ever
increasing work by the Holy Spirit through the Word. "We are
purified through the purification and cleansing of our mind
(Romans 12:1, 2; John 17:17; 15:3).

Sanctification includes the cleansing from sin’s po]luuons
In Romans 6:19, “As ye have ylelded your membefs to un-
cleanness and to iniquity, even so mow yield your members
servants to righteousness unto holiness.” “Holiness” is here
used in opposition to ““uncleanness.” II Tim, 2:21 and } Cor.
7:14 show a very similar use. We are told that Jesus Christ
gave himself for the church, “that he might sanctify and cleanse
it,” that he might *““present it to himself a glorious: church, not
havmg spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that it should be
holy and without blemish’ (Eph. 5:26). Herein do we see holiness
contrasted with blemishes, clean with unclean, acceptable with
unacceptable. This is the picture of sanctification, Itisa cle-
ansing of those who are dedicated to. God’s service and to God’s
use. Sin is the opposite of holiness, thus, those who serve God
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.- :must be cleansed from sin, both the guilt and the practice; -and
" finally from the consequence. God provides that his' children
be free from the guilt of sin through the faith in His son, and
i+ that they be lifted to that realm wherein they may .grow away
from the practice of sin, that realm being in'Christ (Titus 2:14;2
‘" Cor. 5:15; Hebrews 9:14;1 Peter 2:24). Christ ‘makes possible
more thah just-deliverance from the condamnation which sin
"“brought He also prov1des those: who are thus delivered. with
“that power to" escape the enslaving grasp of sin while. living in
- this life. Tt is not enough to be redeemed from sin; one must
‘also be' prepared for heaven where all the final consequences
of sin shall be escaped. It is just asimportant to become Christ-
© like'as it is to bécomie free ‘from sin’s hell-binding guilt. This
- God-likeness must follow freedom from sin in an ever increas-
ing growth toward perfectlon in Jesus Chrlst which is comple-
ted m Heaven. , A -

. Whatever is sald in behalf of Sanctlﬁcatlon must 1nc1ude
'the adorning or beautifying of those whom . God cleanses from
.sin and sets apart to his own use.. The. redeemed must equip

;... himself for spiritual service. “If a man purge himself from these

- he shall be a vessel unto honor, - sanctlﬁed and meet for the

. Masters’s use”” (2 Tim, 2: 21) ‘The Lord also has a part in this

. adorning asis seen in Ephesians 5:26, 27. Obedience to the

~ word of God from the heart ‘encourages renovation of the spirit,
- thaking man . holy—God-like—in this life. Adorning the heart

‘through obedience to the Word: produces love for God, which

" -implies subjection to God. Holiness, then, is an inward con-

formity to the things which ‘God has commanded. “For ye
know what commandments we gave you by the Lord Jesus, For
this is the will of God, your sanctification” (1 Thess.. 4:2, 3).
Thus, conforming to the will of God, theheart purposes to
make God its chief good, and His glory its chief end.

The consecrated heart has as its steady desire and holy pur-
pose to please God with honor. No mancan be a Christian

who does not desire to be holy, sanctified, and who does not
constantly aim his life in God’s direction. No man isa friend
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of God who can slip: back into sin, and who is satisfied ,and
contended that he is not holy as God is holy. Terrible calami-
ties may drive the untioly toward God—for-relief. The fear of
Hell may cause a man to beg for mercy—to: be delivered. But
the saint has his heart - changed by the practice of God’s will
and comes to God because this change has. produced. in his
heart a :love and longing for God. This love for God produces
such a change in the saint that he fits no other company .but
- God’s. The heart has been cast into the framing of God’s werd,
Word. In a sense; the Word becomes flesh and “‘dwells among
so that it becomes ' of the very some disposition as the
‘us” every time a man’s heart becomes the product of its mould
ing. The. Roman Christians “‘obeyed from the heart that. :form
of doctrine” (Rom. 6:17, 18) they had received and believed,
by which they were made “free from sin and became the
. servants of righteousness.”” The saint is the same man as before,
concerning his outward appearance, but his aims, purposes,
desires are changed. When the heart is made meek and humble,
it is efiabled to perceive that good; and perfect, and acceptable
will of God, and approves of it as good for him (Rom. 12:2).
Sanctification is a continuous process of life; it is a mutual
reconstruction of spiritual lifé by the Father, Son and’ the ‘Holy
Spirit in conjunction with the best efforts of man. It is begun
when one is born into God’s family and it continues until he is
ushered into that eternal realm for which he was redeemed and
for which he is prepared. As the Lord is the author and finisher
of our faith, even so he s also the author and the finisher
- of our sanctification. Qur lives in. Christ, ‘progress and
advance along a process of purification until we are seen
‘in His likeness, full-grown in Christ. Saints are not holy by
mere profession, but they must be holy in fact. Growth unto
sanctification is attained by a constant, persistent effort: not
only in a study of God’s word, but in the practice of it in daily
life. Holiness, a process of life, is also a resulting state based
in two things: 1. ceasing to do evil, 2. Jearning to do well. We

Contd. on back Page



FAT AT AT § 7

Weat =N GF1 § WWIRG yFaw@l N 79 AT GEIH F €A
oqred FT GFY & | AT (WF I YW 7 FW F fod, s Ay
& faX, Faw 25 4 &1 <% fewe g Afog 1 = & @y qEAF A
am W fae A qd L ' '

. Tew qEATAT— e : g Sfaw

IGI FY AAT— Sraw : Ay fae

Fq F HI—gs: g Sfas

Tt FF—aa@s - gy Sfae

15 saTaanet eat gaaa—a@s : a+qr Sfae
20 @y A GRg—aes : w Sfe

EATATY AFAT—AGH ¢ Jo &Yo AT SRR S
(sranes adt 2fas)

Mz : @it gead oF g med o & fAd wo 1.75 F fee

¥fqT | sraswr qar 91w fren g TR L

OFFER !

IN OUR ENDEAVOUR TO HELP YOU WITH

EXCELLENT CHRISTIAN LITERATURE WE OFFER
YOU FREE BOOKS BY MAIL. SEND US JUST TEN
RUPEES BY MONEY ORDER AS THEIR FORWAR-
DING ‘CHARGES AND YOU WILL RECEIVE MORE
THAN FORTY BOOKS ! YES ! ITS TRUE !

Send to { Church of Christ
(Box 3815), C/22, NDSE-2,
New Delhi-110049

Published by Sunny David for Church of Christ
Post Box No. 3815, New Delhi-110049.
Printed at : Pioneer Fine Art Press, Ajmeri Gate, Delhi-110006.



-

Postal Regn. No. D (S) - 188 Regd. No. 26921/71

must lead bure lives, abstaining from those things which debase,

degrade and destroy the soul, and cultivate those positive prin-
ciples of spiritual living,

Sanctification is a relationship, a moral quality, a position:
of honor to which God has appointed His people. It is a pro-
cess of cleansing the spirit from all impurity and adorning it
with the equipment necessary for spiritual service throughout
life and eternity. It is a way of life, a course of devoted con-
duct in keeping with God’s law of grace. Itisa standard of
moral perfection toward which saints continually struggle Wwith
God’s unerring assistance. Sanctification is that realm wherein
we are accepted of God, not because we are good, but be-

cause He is good, and wills to accept us through our faith in
Jesus Christ,
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