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Whatever happened To Sin ?

There was a time when we knew about sin.  We heard
about it. It was spoken' against. We knew what it was.and
we knew of - its consequences. Those who engaged in it were
frowned: on, shunned, and disgraced. But it seems that times
have changed. . Attitudes toward sin are not what they were
at one time. The word sin is almost never used anymore.
For instance, how often do you hear the word sin used ? How
often do you hear someone talking about sin, or labeling a
certain action as being sinful ?. Who knows anything about
sin 2 What would be classified as sin today ?. As:a matter of
fact, many things that were frowned on at one time are now
accepted. Many would be insulted for the subject of sin to be
brought up. :

As pointed out, many things that were at one time labeled
as: being sinful are now generally accepted. These would
include homosexuality, living together outside of marriage,
adultery, fornication, abortion, bad language, nudity, lying,
- cheating, murder, and many other similar acts. For example,
a number of countries have now passed laws to legalizé homo-
sexuality. Those who engage in such now pass it off as being
their own personal lifestyle. They are known as the “Gays” in



hpy ‘have come out into the open. o, decla}re 'w o
til’iey ate and they seem to take pride in all of the attention
they are gettmg Some would pass them,ioﬁ‘ as bemg,slck but
they would" reject even thls 1dea Actually, these are people
who are involved in a’n unnatural act and the Blble labels it as
bemg sififul and ungodly Instead of ‘being legalized it should
be outlawed Certamly those who nvolve themselves in such
_a practice stand condemned before ‘God and must repent of
“such actlvmes in order to become Chrlstlans
In thé o forn. d: %

ward morals tha
older peoﬁe ‘ave %e Ve
outside of matrragea' Ihey L@lm that margageus old-fashloned
and out of date. However “thé “Joung woftien ‘in particular
who 1get. caught in thxs kind pf phllosophy w111i be; ongs who
will have' to pay for it in the years to come. One can say what

he wants'to about marriage but where there is no marnage
contract then the male will eventually feel free to walk 'out oh

the. arrangement. . But: where will this leave the lady ? - It will
leave, her: without a, companxon, perhaps’ with - childref, and'
who thep will: want. to. marry-iher.? - She theérefore:has all to:
los.e,and,nothmg to gain..- Of course such: living is:‘bad and.
wrong and.. sinful... God’s law demands - marriage, and: regard-
less of what, the. world.has said. it is not old- fashloned and ‘out
of.date. . It is:as modeérn and up to:date as today.. ;i i

.- Akin:to: this ate fornication afd adultery Formcatxon is*
an. immoral act between man and woman both outside ‘of"
mdrriage as well  as in martiage. ' Adultery ‘fesults When'
one is married lawfully and scripturally but puts away
his; or.-her - companion without  .a “scriptural | reason  ‘and
then marries another. .(Matthew 19 : 9). More ‘and moreé of.

these .acts are bemg mdulged in-and it is: becommgasxnful:
wayof life; .. . .o s R :

Abortlon is the act of kllhng a baby before blrth At one
time t_hls was done mamly where the llfe of the mother was in

)

danger or where young women had become pregnant outsxde.
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of mariiage and rathéf than to go through 'thé shaie of havlng
their child they would risk “their’ lives' by finding somé™ one to
do an unlawful abortion..’ But countries around. -the world,
including India, are: now freely.: ‘]eg'alizing -and:; pe’r‘formin'g
pqp.ulated countrles,thrs may _even. bec,ome a po,pula,r “mearns of
holding the birthrate down.. . But this.is nothing more:than an
act of murder. . This is the killing . of a:new human'being:. - It
might be argued. that this child is not.a huntanz being since-it
is yet unborn. If it is not, a human life then, what is it ?: ‘Would
1t be, vegetable life ? Would it. be, animal. life,?, . No,. again.

h:n it must. be human life.. And if, it is_ human life and it.is
aborted or destroyed then that means that it has been krlled
and ‘that is murder Actually, what We have today in thai;
thousands and mllllons qf unborn bables are bemg murdered
around the ‘world. Isnt that a horrrble thought 7 v

When we read of what Klng Herod drd at the trme of
.Tesus brrth we thrnk how temble that he would send hxs
two years and younger. He' drd this because he had heard
that- Jesus was born'to be a’ kmc and he feared that one day
Jesu¥’ mlght chalIenge him for his throne " Of course Jesus was
not:going: to be .an. earthly king but Herod didn’t know-this.
Anyway, Herod has, gone down -in history as.having been a
fiendish person, a murderer :of children.. And:he was - all of
that, but it has been estimated that may be 200 children were
killed at that ‘time but that is nothiftg in comparison to the
number of unborn babies. that.are :being:killed:each:day in:our
time.. Thousands more than that:are being aborted every day
and yet most people think nothing about it. - Another heineous
act with which we are all familiar was what Hitler:did in: recent:
history.- He also had a ‘programme of ¢xteriinating babies,
crippled and insane people, and he attempted to ‘systematically
do away with all of the Jews living in his-country.- ‘That was a
horrible thing, no one will deny. - But'as bad-as:it was nothing.
in‘comparison to what is: happening : in our own> time,  and:
that lawfully.. Various.governments: -and. ‘countries: have .even :
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borrowed some of Hitler’s ideas and practices for their plans
to eliminate the weak and unwanted from society.

- As awful as the foregoing is, did you know that this could
be just the beginning ? As the people around the world harden
themselves to this kind of thing, they will be ready for some
further evils to be introduced. And this is already in the works.
In America, bills in many States have been formulated to
permit older people who consent, and whose families consent,
to be taken off drugs, medicines, and machines and allowed to
die. Ther! eventually it may come to pass that crippled
children, insane people, and people at a pre-determined age
will be- exterminated for the “good” of the rest of society.
Yes, the world is changing in its thinking and attltudes toward
certain evils, but thls is not making the world any better '

Bad language i 1s now accepted as decent language Nudlty
is on the increase. Even more and more of it is seen in Indian
films. It is somewhat controlled by the censors but the very
fact there i is a growing number of adult movies tells us that
something is wrong somewhere. Then add to that the many
other social, moral, and rehglous acts and practices that are
somewhat common place and you, can begm to get the idea.of
why the questlon is being asked, “Whatever happend to sin 2”2

-As an explanation for some of these things we are told that
people who indulge in theth are sick. Often times a murderer
or One who is guilty of some other hideous crime tfies'to get
by the law by pleading insanity. Some of these sins may also
be explained away with ‘‘situation ethics.” That is, people
would say that it depends on where you are, the circumstances,
and so on, as to ‘how a certain act or practice may be classi-
fied. Of ‘course the Bible teaches that sin is sin, that there is
no.double standard. Other evils that are practiced may result
from the soecial values in certain places. In many countries
the things we have discussed have been legalized and therefore
lawful.. But regardless of what laws man pass, if a thing is sin,
it.is sin. Then many would reason that “‘everyone does it” but
they fail to realize that everyone can also be wrong. In recent
times also the idea has grown up.among young.people in parti-



g

cular that one should be ‘eft to do his “own thmg » They
reason that if you want to do it and feel that it “is right for
you, then who would have a rrght to object toit ? This kind
of reasoning, if practiced by all, would nullify all laws;and'
would turn man loose to do as he pleased and thus the whole
world would be flung into a chaotic condition. Neither has the
women’s lib movement hielped the situation because the idea is
basically that woman is liberated and should be free to do
whatever she wants to do. '

The questlon we need to ask, then, is : What is sin " It
is said to be many things. Some of the words or synonymous
that would define it would be ‘iniquity, offence, transgressnon
wickedness, evil, bad, wrong, ungodlmess”, and so on we could
go. The Apostle John tells us that “All unrrghteousness is

2 (1 John 5:17). Again, “Sin is the transgression of the
law. (1 John 3 : 4). That is, God’s word is our standard of
authority and when we go beyond that law or when we break
it then we have sinned or done wrong. In 1 John 37 8 he
says that ““He that committeth sin is of the Devil.”. Also, “If
we, say...we have no sin, we deceive ourselves.” - (1 John 1:9).
And Paul concludes, “For all have sinned.” {Romans 3:23).

What does the Bible say about the sins that we have discus-
sed thus far and those who commit them ? Let’s go to the
Biblé  and see. Paul writes concerning a wicked group of )
people :  “For the invisible things of him from the creatron
are clearly seen, being understood by the thmgs ‘that are
made, even hrs eternal power and Godhead ; so that they are
w1thout excuse : Because that, when they knew God, they
glorified him'not as God, ‘neither were thankful ; but became
vain in their imagination, and their foolish heart was darkened,
Professrng themselves to be wrse, they became fools, And.
changed the glory of the uncorruptrble God into ap image
made llke to corruptible ‘man, and to birds, and fourfooted
beasts, and creepmg things. Wherefore God also gave them up
to uncleanness through the lusts of thelr own hearts, to disho- .
nour therr own_bodies between themselves Who changed_
the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the
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cteatute more than the Creator, who is blessed for, eyei.

Ameén.” (Romans 1:20- 25) Here was a group of people
who had turned from God and had begun to worship images
of ‘man, fowl and beasts. They had gotten so far away. that'
the Lord gave them up to thelr own destructlon That is going
as far lnto sm as you can go.

: Agam Paul writes; ¢ Know ye not that the unrighteous shall
not inherit the kingdom of God ? ‘Be not -deceived néithér
fornicators, nor idolators, nor adulterers; nor' effeminate;” nor"
abusers of themselves with mankmd nor thieves, nor covetous,
nor drunkards, nor revrlers, nor extortloners, shall mhent the'
kmgdom of God_ Unless one : turns aWay from sm hq cannot
nd if one is ved the { 'he cannot be a patt . Qf,
the liord’s kmgdom or ch ch] B "Nert, er can such a, person go
to heaven. That is how senous thrs questlon ls ‘

L, Asi ;rlar passage 1s foung:l in; Galauans 5% 19 2[ g “Now;
the works of the flesh are mamfest,(,whlch are. these Adultery,:
fornication;., uncleanness, . lasciviousness,:: Idolatry, witchcraft,:
hatred, variance, . emulations,.: wrath, strife, seditions, heresies,

Envyings, murders,.. drunkenness,  revellings, and such like ;- of -
the which I.tell you before, as. I have also told -you:in-time past -
that they which do such thmgs shall not Jinherit the kingdom

of God.”” Here, and in so many other places throughout the .
scnptures, specrﬁc sins are ‘mentioned. They are_also specifi-
ca]ly mentioned as works of the ' flesh and’ those. who ‘do them
cannot enter the klngdom of God It 1s true that smce the :

basrs, may ' be accepted mto “the fe]lowshlp of the samts, but'i‘
also again that does not medn that the’ Lord ‘has added such’
n mdrvrdual to hlS kmgdom or church The only posstbleﬁ}
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Acts22:16;.Acts; 2:47).. But jone: yother thing;;and that is;: some-
one-might claim.that Paul did .npt mentign some particulai:gin
and therefore that: sin may. be done without; the Lord’s. disap-
proval, Jbut: Paul d1d mentlon it,, when che said, :{f......and. such
like.” No doubt Paul or; t,hg,Spmt who gulded hun to write -
these thmgs knew that. the day would .come; when man would
inyent to himself similar- actsl and practices. .that would likewise
be wrong and so as not te. leave, themi-out, he summed up. the
whole thmg by saying: that one. could mot. .do. these. particular
thmgs .and, such lnke, and expect toenter theklngdom of G:ad
m’the;church1 T Y ¥

o ‘We ‘aré! told Wit - will Happel? 5 thods who ommit such
gins:: “But-the fearful, and- uhbe]xé‘wng, ‘and “the’ abommable,
and’ murderérs; and Whoreriong geis, and sorcerers, ‘atid dpla-
fies; emid o] C1iars: ShalP hive “thieir- “patt i’ the' lake “which
burhiéth: with fire'and brimstone’; which s’ ‘t‘he eebonﬂ deatﬁ ”
Such is to say that all such people, those who'do thess” thmgs
and all; other ‘bad..things, will be lost.:or mll be cast: into/hell
»}(lg,gq_l;. }SJ@F%Q{!PGQ.@?;..SE’HE!t.%l eaiths, whiche, one will: be:puniss
hed foreyer.and forever,:. Yes, :that.is. how seriousisin:is with
th,e Lord and this .is the consequepcp of -sin, /It should there:-»
fore not be. tak;n llghlly R

YN R JaJAk are UGG

e In Galatlans 677, 8“ Pa&I &'emxﬁd"s us t}'ﬁ's }i'mﬁért“ént
HHATH '+ <Bé not dételved's 'God'is hot mocked fo); W 'ts'fﬁ
ever a man soweth, that shall he also reap For“he that sowefﬁ'
tohis’ flesh' shall ‘ofithe' fiesh reap corr\lption"*- But'H&‘that,
soweth to‘the Spm't shall of thie Spirit: ‘réap "Tife- eveftaﬁﬁng"’%
I e think e cent sin ~withut ‘Hapiite the Cohsdiiécss He
att miistaken: Weé' shioul§~ot * ‘b‘é‘decewe'd\mw think}ng thztt
| sin“i§ fﬁce“and tha‘rthere is ha‘ppmeés in it “There S 'bee‘h
those Who'réasoned that it'i¥ to ' bE expected "that“ydﬁng peb})l‘
i ‘patticular would sow ' thefr-Wild" oalts of WOl 00 ‘“Wliﬂe
they are ‘young and d’o‘so‘me th"ngs t’hat they wﬁl nof ldo when
ﬂley bec me_‘ oldet Th és¢ same people oVeriook the féct‘that
whiéh youiig people S sld perIé Sow to. fhe ﬂesh fhat tﬁey’
will also have to reap the co\nsequeﬁceLs it i GRT

- Pinatty, e tead the words of “PAll'Y ““For* the’ ‘Wiped of
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sin is death ; but the gift of ‘God is eternal -life through Jesu$
Christ our Lord.” (Romans 6 :23). Itis true that you may
go on and do all the things you want to do in life. You may
engage in all of the sinful things that we have mentioned, and
many others that we have not mentioned, and you may reason
that this is your business. You may go on and do them and
even havé the approval of others. But remember this one
thing: You will receive your wages.for this, if not in this
life, at least in the world to come and your wages will be
death, spiritual death, eternal death. You cannot live a life
of sin without having to suffer the consequences sooner or
later, and often times sooner. Even if you live a long life, and -
do not experience many consequences in th1s life, eternity is a
long time to have to pay for a few. short years of sin. You
had better think about the value. of your soul and ask: yourself
if you are really ready to sell it for a few worldly sinful. ih,mgs
(Matthew 16 : 26).

' My brethren and friends, there are some facts that we
need to face. We must realize that sin in sin, ' that we cannot
hide from it, and we must rid ourselves of it 'or suffer the
conisequences. We can call it by many ‘names, even pretty
names ; we can pretend that it is not there, overlook it, try to
hide it, but sin is still there. Only obedience to Christ can
bring forgiveness or wash away our sins. (Acts 2:38 Matthew
26 : 28 Acts 2:47).

How do you view sin ? Do you know what sin ig ? Do
you recognize it'? Do you condone it, wink at it, or hate it ?
Do you know what it can do for you ? Have you repented
of it in your life, purified your body and soul of it, and are.
you working against it ? Oh, how we as God’s people need
to be on guard against it, warning others about it, and pointing '
to.a life of godliness and showing what it means to live such a
life. And we have this promise from God’s word itself, “But
if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship
one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son clean-
seth us from all sin.” (1 John 1 : 7).

Whatever happend to sin ? Although the word has some-
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what been put in*-the background by:the masses, nevertheless,
the evil is still there—it is  alive and’ strong—and still working
in the lives of all accountable beings all over the world. TItis
still taking its toll, bringing heartaches, pains, sadnéss, sOTTOW,
death, and eternal destruction to millions and billions. Again; -
we point you to Jesus Christ as the alternative, the only answer
to sin:  Through him, and only thiough him, - ean “oné rid -
himself of this killing disease and through him and ‘only
through him can one have the hope of life and life gternal. The
wise will have fo difficult choiceto make ‘When considering
between the two, Foomo

blassociaie
raeditorial

’Can One Be Saved Wi,thout Béing.
. a member Of The Church ?

Recently while talking to a man, who' said he was'a gospel
preacher, I questioned him which church hé was a member of ?
‘He. replied, that he was preaching independently : and " that
he was not a member ‘of any church. - There. are :too. many
people who likewise believe that they can be Christians and-go *
to heaven without being a member of the church. But contrary
to this belief the Bible definitely teaches that all -the saved are
found in the church and no one will be saved outside the
church. Certainly, here +we are fiot talking of a denominational
~ religious organization rather we are talking about the church,
that Jesus said he would build (Matthew 16 : 18), and he.did
build (Acts 2). We are talking about the church of which alone
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we can read in our Bibles, the church of which Christ is the
head and the saviour. (Colossians 1 : 18 ; Ephesians 5 : 23).

Since the blood of Christ was shed for the remission of
sins (Matthew 26 : 28), and his blood cleanseth us from all
sins (1 John 1 : 7), and because Christ purchased the church
- with the blood that he shed (Acts 20: 28), therefore, to be saved
by the blood of Christ one must enter the church of Christ
which is the blood-bought body of the saved people. But to
enter the church one must enter in it on the Lord’s term. In
fact no one can enter it or join it on his own will or terms, but
the Bible teaches that Christ adds to the church daily that are
saved. (Acts 2:47). Now, since he adds the saved to the church,
therefore, one must first obey his commands to be saved.
In Acts the second chapter we read - that when the multitude
of people asked the question “What shall we do?”, the apos-
tles, who were guided by the Holy Spirit of God, commanded
them to repent from their sins and be baptized for the forgive-
ness of their sins. (Acts 2 : 37,38) ‘We also read, when others
did the same thing then the Lord added them to the church
daily. (Acts 2 : 47).

In Ephesians 5 : 23 the apostle declared, “Christ is the head
of the church : and he is the saviour of the body.” - So, Christ
is the saviour, but he is the saviour of the body, And what is
the body that he is talking about ? He explains this that it is
the church. (Ephesians 1:22,23). Therefore, Christ is the saviour
.of the church. So you can see that no one can be saved or go
to heaven without being a member of the church.

Apostle Peter reminds us by saying, “When once the long-
-suffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was
:a-preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by
water. The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now
save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the
answer of a good conscience towards God,) by the resurrection
of Jesus Christ.” The inference is, he says, they were saved
in the ark by water, and - likewise when we are baptized we are
added into the church wherein we. shall be saved (Acts 2:38,
47). Apostle Paul further explained this, when he said, “For
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by one spirit are we all baptized into one body.” (1 Corinthians
12: 13) The body is the church. (Colossians 1 : 18 ; Ephe-
sians 1 : 22,23). Just as the eight souls were saved in one ark,
so we will be saved in one church, that is, the church of
Christ. “Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus

throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.” (Ephesians
3:21).

The Birth of Jesus

Bill Flatt

“Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the
days of Herod the king, behold, Wisemen from the east came
to Jerusalem, saying, Where is he that is born King of the
Jews ? for we saw his star in the east, and are come to worship
him. And when Herod the king heard it, he was troubled,
and all Jerusalem with him. And gathering together all the
chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them
where the Christ should be born. And they said unto him.
In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written through the
prophet, And thou Bethlehem, land of Judah, art in no wise
least among the princes of Judah : for out of thee shall come
forth a governor, who shall be shepherd of my people Israsel
Then Herod privily called the Wisemen, and learned of them
_exactly what time the star appeared. And he sent them to
Bethlehem, and said, Go and search out exactly concerning
the young child ; and when ye have found him, bring me
word, that I also may come and worship him. And they,
having heard the king, went their way ; and lo, the star, which
they saw in the east, went before them, till it came and stood
over_where the young child was. And when they saw the star,
they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. And they came into
the house and saw the young child with Mary his mother ; and
they fell down and worshipped him ; and opening their trea-
sures they offered unto him gifts, gold and frankincense and
myrrh., And being warned of God in a dream that ‘they
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s’hould not return unto Herod, they departed into therr own
country another way.” (Matt.:2: 1-12.)

" Let us study the characters mentroned in thrs beautiful
story :

1. Jesus. The Son of God, the. Christ, the Son of Man
was born in Bethlehem of Judaea. He emptied himself, taking
the form of a servant, and was found in the likeness of man
(Phil. 2 :7), in order to save people from their sins (Matt. -
1:21). What good tidings of great joy unto all people!
(Luke 2: 10.) Let us then dccept him into our hearts and lives
as our Saviour, and as our Lord and Master. Our attitude
toward him should be, ‘“Speak Lord, thy servant heareth ;

'f:command and I will obey :

2. Herod. Herod was a wicked man. He exterminated

'he Asmonean house, which included Antigonus and forty-five
of his chief adherents, Hyrcanus (31 B.C.); Miriamme, his

N favorite ‘wife, and his sons, ‘Alexander and Anstobulus. Accor—

dmg to Josephus (Ant. XVI vii,. 1), he robbed the ' grave of

King Dav1d held in reverence by the Jews, of rts treasures ;

and one of the last acts of his. life was to order the executlon

. of his son, Antlpater and also, to be, carried out after his.

'death he ordered the execution of a number of nobles -His
son, Archelaus, beheaded John the immerser (Matt. 14); and
his. grandson Herod Agrxppa, killed the apostle James
with the sword and nnpnsoned the apostle Peter (Acts.12).
In Matt. 2. Herod wanted to kill the baby Jesus. because
Jesus was called the king of the Jews. Herod was jealous -
because his conclusion was w1thout adequate ev1dence and
beeause he was blind to the rdea of a spmtual kmgdom asare
many today The Greek word translated kingdom srmply
means reign, the reign of God in Christ ; and Jesus is reigning
.over his kmgdom today. He sits now on the throne of David
(Acts 2) and spiritually, rules in the hearts and lives of those
who submit to his Lordshlp Followmg the example of Herod,
many. today are trying to kill Jesus; they plot agamst his
Lordshlp and against his. kmgdom, his church, Herod farled
and they will fail. Eternal victory is in Jesus !
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.. 3.  The Wise Men. Although we are not sure of the num-
ber of the Wise Men, we can be fairly certain from the mea-
ning of the word in the Greek (Magoi) that they were probably.
either phxlosophers, priests, or astronomers. . They came from
the East. Countnes in that general direction would include
Biabylon, Persia, Media, India, Arabia and others. These Wise
Men were very wise men in that they came to Christ. They
saw the star, followed it until they came, being led by Jehovah,
to Jesus.” Then they worshipped him and gave him expensive
gifts; gold, which could represent the best we have to offer ;
frankincense, which could represent Worship; and ‘myrrh, which
could represent service. We, too, are wise men when we come
to Jesus, worship him, and give him ‘gifts: gold, f ranklncense.
and myrrh

4. The Jews. The Jews were. indiﬂ'e,rept. ‘These men of
Jerusalem were willing to tell the strangers from the East that
the Messiah was to be born in Bethlehem . of Judaea; but they
did not have the right attitude, the attitude that would say,
“Great ! We want to go with you Wise Men unto Bethlehem
and experlence the joy of worshlppmg him.” Strangers from
the East seemed to be more mterested than were they. Yes,
“He came unto his own, and they that were his own received .
him. not.” (John 1:11) Their indifference is inexcusable.
Jesus later said, “Except ye believe that I am he, ye shall die
in your sins.” (John 8:24.) The Jews were God’s chosén
people. Having the Bible, they - should: have recognized the
fulfillment of prophecy. And there are at least four prophecies
fulfilled in the story of Matt. 2: that the Messiah would be
born in Bethlehem (Mic. 5 : 2), that he would be called out of
Egypt (Hos. 11 : 1), that there would be. weeping for Rachel’s
children (Jer. 31 : 15), and that he would be called a Nazarene
(Isa. 11 : 1). Their indifference can be understood in terms
of sin in their hearts .controlling their lives, and in their
misunderstanding in regard to the nature of the kingdom. Let
us be sure:that sin is.not dominating us..- Let us be sure that
we:do not. make knowing Bible facts an' end itself. Itisa
mean toward an end, and we may-reach this:end by havmg the
attitude of humility that will accept ‘God’s written instructions
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as teadily as we would his spoken instructions, if he were to
speak directly to us. He can then guide our hearts and
lives.

5. Joseph and Mary. The parents of Jesus are Joseph and
Mary ; poor, but devout; away from home, but good parents.
They did what they could for the baby. They got him a bed
althéugh it was a bed of straw. They protected him from
Herod who would have taken his precious life; even though
this carried them all the way to a foreign country, Egypt. It
was more important to them to be good parents than it was to
experience convenience. What an example for parents today !
Later, it was said that Jesus’ custom was to worship God..

(Luke 4 : 16,) A custom is more firmly fixed than a habit.
This is a tribute to the parents of Jesus. And parents today

should be sure that their children grow up with the custom of
going to worship. (Psalm 122:1.) Also, Joseph and Mary
received God’s instructions. They listened to God as he told
them to go to Egypt; and then as he told them to leave Egypt.
And they not only received God’s instructions, but, even more
important, they obeyed God’s instructions. They went | We
need parents who will do God’s will today. '

. There are good examples and bad examples in this story
recorded in Matt. 2. Which character most resembles you ?
Which character will you follow in the future ? Come to Jesus.
Completely accept him as your Saviour and Lord.

Five minutes After Death
J Alan E. Highers = ‘
There is a great and natural inclination on the part. of all
men to wonder what transpires following death. Some who
have seen their loved ones precede them in death have an
earnest long to know of their -condition, while others, facing

the immediate or coming prospect of death themselves, have a
growing concern- regarding. its nature. There is one New



15

Testament story, in particular, which furnishes much informa-
tion concerning what occurs after death. Itis the record of
Lazarus and the rich man in Luke 16: 19-31.

IS IT A PARABLE ?

There are those-who insist that this story was given only as
a parable, and consequently they object to accepting it at face
value. I am fully persuaded that it is noz @ parable, however,
for the following reasons :

1. The Bible nowhere states it isa parable, whereas thls
fact is usually specified in the case of parables.

2. Ifitis a parable it is the only one that uses the names
of actual persons, such as Abraham and Moses. There is no
reason to believe it is not setting forth actual facts regarding
these actual persons. :

3. The facts of this story fully harmionize with the teaching
we have from other passages about the state of the dead. .

We could concede the point and agree that it is a parable,
however without giving up a single item of truth that it
teaches, for a parable is a- means of teaching by the use of
something that either did happen or that could have happened!
Therefore, to consider the story of the rich man and Lazarus
as a'parable could not detract in the least from the lessons it
teaches. o

FIVE MINUTES AFTER DEATH

The events recorded in Luke 16: 19-31 have no reference to
matters after the final day of judgment, for at the time of these
happenings men were still living upon the earth. (Verses 27,
28.) Hence, this passage relates to what occurs after death and
before the final judgment. From it, then, can be learned -things
that may be expected affer death, whether a year, a day, or
even five minutes thereafter. .

1. Five minutes after death we will be in a conscious exis-
tence elsewhere. The rich man “died, and was buried,” yet he
opened his eyes in torments and saw Abraham afar off.” He
was conscious after death. (Verses 22,23.) Many seem to
think we will sleep in the grave from death until the resurrec-
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tion, but the Bible speaks of the .sleep of the . body, never the
sleep. of the soul or eternal part of man.

2. Five minutes after death we will recognize people known
on the earth. People do not lose their identity after death, any
more than an individual loses his identity after sleeping through
the night. He is the same person when he awakens the follow-
ing morning, and so is the one who passes into - the next world.
The rich man saw and recognized both Abraham and Lazarus;
(Verses 23, 24.) On the mount of transfiguration, there appea-
red Moses, who had died, and Elijah whom God had taken,
(Matt. 17:1-8.) They had lost neither thelr consciousness
nor their identity.

3. Five minutes after death we will remember scenes that
took place upon the earth. Abraham said to -the rich man.
“Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime recexvedst thy good
thmgs, and Lazarus in like manner evil things.” (Luke 16:25.)
The rich man also recalled that he had five brethren left
beliind. (Verses 27, 28.) Memory will effect the very nature
of punishment and reward in the world to-come. The righteous
man will recall his faithfulness to the Lord in tribulation, -the
gospel preacher will know his labours were not in vain, the re-
deemed ones will know why they are being rewarded because of
the memo#y of their lives upon the earth. The lost men and
women, likewise, will have a conscious recollection of the
wasted opportunites in. their lifetime. - I believe those who
heard invitations extended and songs of encouragement sung
will recall these things in bitter agony in eternity.

4. Five minutes after death there will be prayers from lost
souls.in behalf of loved ones upon " the earth. there are those
who say they cannot obey the gospel because some of their
loved: ones never did so, and for them to obey now: would
be to disparage the memory of those departed - loved ones. But
it is likely that all of us will have the tragedy of having friends
or loved ones eternally lost. ~ If they are lost (a fact we may
not always.know), would they consider it an offense to their
memory for their loved ones left behind. to obey the gospel of
Christ ? To the contrary, I believe their  earnest prayer would
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e like that of the rich man: I pray: thee therefore, Tather,
that'thou wouldest serid. him to my . father’s house; for I have
five brethren; that he may . testify: unto -them, lest they also
come into this place.of torment.”” +Luké 16: 27, 28.) Prayers
from lost soulsare doubtless ascending even now in - behalf of
mer and women yet living. Abraham said. -of the ‘rich man’
five brothers, “They have Moses and the prophets; let them
hear them.” Men today have. the gospel- of: Jesus Christ.
(Rom. 1: 16.) ‘‘See that ve refuse not hnn that speaketh ?
(Heb. 12: 25.) ‘ : ,

5. Five minutes after death we will know our eternal destiny.
The rich man “lifted up his eyes, being in- torments,” and he
saw Lazarus.in the same place with Abfaham, (Verses-2, 23.)
Men will not have to await the-final day of judgment to know
where they will be in eternity, -but at . that time the sentence
will be passed and all men will learn why they . have received
sentence. (2 Cor. 5: 10; Eccles. 12: 13, 14) Chnstlans have
nothing to fear in death, although death itself is no friend. But
the Lord will be with us as we ‘pass ‘into a world better than,
this. (Psalm 23: 4.) The one who is not a Christian should see
in-the approach of death-a warning from God to maké prepara-
tion by obedience to the gospel. (Amos. 4: 12; Heb. 9: 27;
Heb. 5:8,9.) . -

If every living person knew what every dying person learns
five minutes after death, . everyone would become a Christian
now ! : :

Three Good Rules For Bible Study

Dorris B, Billlngsley '
Rule one : Properly Dlvule the Bnble

“Study to. show thyself approved unto God, .a workman
that needeth not to be ashamed, “rightly dtwdmg the word " of
truth.” I Timothy 2:15. The Bible is divided into two major

- divisions—the Old Testament and the New Testament, (The

word ““testament” means “covenait” or “will”). The old
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Testament is a history of God’s dealing with men, particularly
the Jews, before the Christian age in which we live. The New
Testament contains the law of Christ for this age. The Mosaic
law, which began with the Ten Commandments, was given
only to the children of Isracl. Deuteronomy 5:1-3. This law
was fulfilled by Christ and was nailed to the cross. Colossians
2:14. ‘ ~

The Old Testament as such is no longer binding upon men.
The New Testament is God’s law for men today. S

See : John 1:17; 6:68; 12:48; 14:6;

Hebrews 1:1, 2; 8:6, 7; 9:15-17; 10:9, 10.
Rule Two: Study The context of each Passage of
Scripture and interest each difficult Passage -
in the light of Easily understood Passages.

The Bible is truth and truth agrees with itself, so do not
place an interpretation upon one passage which contradicts
another passage. o

_ Rule three: Study all the Bible teaches on
o .every subject, : .
Consider all God says on a . subject before drawing a con-

clusion. Faiture to do this will lead to a misunderstanding of
Bible truths.

" An Application: .

When we apply these rules tothe question “What must I
do to be saved ?”, we find our salvation depends upon several
things, not upon one alone.

WE ARE SAVED BY:
*GRACE. Ephesians 2:8, 9; Titus 2:11.
*FAITH. Romans 5:1, 2; Galatians 3:26, 27.
*OBEDIENCE. Matthew 7:21; Romans 6:16-18; He-
‘brews 5:8,9; James 2:17-26.
TOBE SAVED WEMUST: |
*BELIEVE ON JESUS. Mark 16:16; John 8:24; Hebrews
. S 116, ' o
“*REPENT OF SINS. Luke 13:3, 5; Acts 2:38; 17:30. -
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*CONFESS FAITH IN. CHRIST.. Matthew 10:32;
Romans 10:10.
*BE BAPTIZED. Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; 8:38, 39; 22:16;
' Romans 6:3, 4; Galatians 3:27; Colos-
sians 2:10; I Peter:3:21.

We Are Standmg On The Promlses
of God

Clem Thurman

God will do what He said ! This is:a:cardinal :truth of ‘the
Bible, Men may déceive you, lie and break’ their word; but God:
will not. We are often disappointed when one we trusted breaks’
his word. . But God will do just.as He has promised. Peter
wrote in 2 Pet. 3:9, “The, Lord is not slack concerning his pro-
mise.” In Heb. 10:23, “Let.us hold fast. the profession of our
faith without wavering; for he is faithful that promised.” Men
may promise: to pay a debt, then ignore it; wedding vows are
often broken; solemn agreements are viplated.almost daily with
some. But God is faithful. He keeps His promises.. :

Many of God’s: promises are ' unconditional, that is, there
are no conditions for man to meet in order for the promise to
be kept. He promised a Saviour ‘would come (Jer. 23:6; Isa.
19:20, etc.); and we read in Acts 13: 23, “God, accordmg to his
promise, raised unto Isracl a ‘Saviour; Jestis.” The "dual pro-
mise of Heb, 9:27 is unconditional: ‘Tt is appointed unto men
* once to die, but after this the judgment.’’ There are many other
such promises of God. But many ‘of His promises are condi-
tional promises: that is, there are conditions man must‘ meet
in order to receive the promise. In Heb. 3, the writer refersto
the promise. God made to the Israclites that they would be
given the land of Canaan. But then is stated, ' “They were  not
able to enter in  because of unbelief,” (3:18).* God made the
promise the land would be theirs, but there were conditions
they had to meet. The warning is then given us two verses later
“Let us fear, therefore, lest a promise being left us of entering
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into his rest any of you:should seem to come short of :it** The
fact that “the grace of God hath appeared, bringing salvation
to all men” does not. mean all men will be saved. There are
condltrons stated that must be met. (Trtus 2:11-12).

Know the truth and Be Made Free

The blessings of the gospel are all predicated on learning the
truth. In Jno. 8.32 Jesus said, ‘“Ye shall know the truth, and
the truth shall make you free.” Ignorance of what is. rrght will
not excuse or save (Acts 17:30). Only the truth can make men
free, and then only if it is known. This is why the Lord said,
«And they shall all be taught of God.Everyone that hath heard
from the Father and hath:-learned, cometh unto me.”” (Juo. 6:45)
Only by “hearing and Learning” the truth is t‘reedem p0ss1ble.
The Known truth makes men free. -

~ But what is truth ? In His prayer (Jno. 17:17)s Jesus prayed
“Sanctify them with the truth: thy word is truth.” The tragedy
of modern society is the cry for- fréedom, while the ‘source’ of
freedom is ignored. There are still those such as Peter discussed
-in 2 Pet. 3:18-19: ““They ailure through the lusts of the flesh*
while they promise them libérty, tHey themselves are the bond-
servants of curruption.” Anyone who leaves God out of his life
is not really free. It is God’s truth that makes us: free Nothmg ~
else can do it. : ‘ : ; : :

Study the word, Grow in Chnst

Another promxse with conditions concerns our growth and
strength in- Christ. Paul exhorts us to be “strongin the Lord”
(Eph. 6:10). And his statement in Phil .4:13 is this: “l can do
all things ‘through Christ, which strengthenéth me.” Weare
told in 2 Pet. 3:18, ““Grow in the grace and. knowledge of our
Lord Jesus Christ,” All Christians should want to ‘‘grow up
into him in all things, -which is the head, even Christ.”
(Eph. 4:15). But how do we grow ? The answer is found in the
passage. of 2 Pet. 3:18: we grow in the grace and knowledge of

the Lord Jesus.

There is no shortcut to spiritual maturity. If we Wotrld
“grow up” in Him, it will not be with tongue-speaking or direct
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operation of the Holy Spirit. We will grow. as ‘we study ‘God’s
word; and our growth rate will closely parallel our rate of
increase in Bible knowledge. ¢‘Study to show thyself approved
unto God...handling aright the word of truth.” (2 Tim, 2:15).
Peter tells us “Long for the sincere milk of the word, that ye
may grow thereby.”” (1 Pet. 2:2). Paul shows that the more
knowledge of Christ we gain, the more like¢ Him we become,
He speaks of our looking into God’s word as into a mirror (2
Cor. 3:18), then adds: ‘““Beholding as in a mirror the glory of
the Lord, we are transformed into the. same image fr_din glory
to glory.” If you truly want to grow up in Christ, then study
His word and become like Him.

Believe and be Baptized and Be Saved

Christ came to “Seek and save the lost” (Lk. 19:10). He was
to be called Jesus “because it is he that will save his people -
from their sins.” (Matt. 1:21). This was His mission on earth.
And when He was ready to depart from the earth and return to-
the Father, he said, “Go into all the world and preach the gos-
pel to every creature, He that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved.” (MK. 16;15-16). Notice that to “be saved” is a condi~
tional promise: the conditions are ‘‘believe and be baptized.” If
we afe to receive the promise, we must meet the conditions !
We do not determine those conditions, we only submit to them.

When' the apostle later preached so that men could be
saved, “they that received his word were baptized” (Aéts 2:41).
God has not changed His promise, nor has He changed its
conditions. We read in Acts 2:38 the command. ‘““Repent, and
be baptized...unto the remission of sins.” Again in Acts 22:16,
““Arise and be baptized, and wash away thy sins; calling on the
‘name of the Lord.” Paul shows that when our faith leads us to
be baptized, we are ‘‘baptizd into Christ” and “into his death.”
(Rom. 6:3; Gal. 3:27). We are saved by faith (Jno. 3:16; Rom.
5:1); but baptism is also a condition of the promise. And, as is
true with all God’s promises, if we. would receive the blessing
we must meet the conditions He lays down.

Be Faithful Unto Death and Receive the Crown of Life
In John’s writing in Rev. 2:10, Jesus made the promise, “Be
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thot faithfial unto d eath, and I will.give-unto:the¢ the crown-of
lifé:?? " Assurance “that we ‘can live .with Christ forever isithe
great-hope of the: gospel; *“Heirs-according to the  hopé of eter-
sal life (Titus 3:7). Before - His departure from: the apostles,
the Lord spoke of the mansions.He: would: prepare (Jno..14).
He ‘prontised to come again, raise the dead'to'be. judged and
grant the rewaid -of eternal life to those who have .served Him
(¥ Thes.4:13-18; Matt:' 25:31- 46) “This is:ithe: promise; that
removes the terror of death;: as- John wrote:in Rev.:14:13;
«Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord.”” What a hope 1 that
the Lord who ‘died for ‘our sins: then arose from the ‘dead, - and
now promises us all the _]oys of Heaven: forever:}: :

death.”’ Beginning “the race that is. set befo:e us” (Heb 12 2) is
not.enough. We. must, like Paul “ﬁmsh the course” (2 Tun

4:7)..Tqo many act as. though becommg a Chnstlan g1 _es one a
guara.mee of. haneanUt it 1’6111 true, Many wxll be “gatheged

],3 14- 42), 'Ihe promlse of eternal hfe w1th Chrlst 1s condmonal'
we.must,.as Christians, be falthful unto death. T _

‘We:hiave. the: assurance that, God is falthful? He lel kcep'
His promises.. We meed to be Just as‘_s_ur‘e that the blessmgs of
the-promise. will be..ours only if we keep the condlqloqs He
makes, Another promise of the, Lord is;, . ““In ﬂammg fire takmg
vengeance upon them that know not God and that obey not
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Chnst ) (2 Tﬁes l 8) An& “]f

(2 Tlm 2 11), If we refuse to hve for me, we w1l] be eternallyé
lost..And that is HlS promxse, too T

e R VA AR I LY I

Cleeilie weeien el aellon

el U

Blble Baptlsm vs. Baptlst Church
Perry New‘ton L L L Eaais cdeaii D

“Thts" ‘thay seefit 4 “$trdnge” title. Yt itis’ ext?émely valid:= The
Bible teaches baptism; the-Baptist church teaches baptism. - The _
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Bible teaches baptism by immersion;. the Baptist:church teaches
baptism by immersion. The Bible teaches baptism of believers,
not infants; the Baptist church .generally teaches baptism of
believers : a]though some_have come to accept infant bapt‘lsm

‘ ThlS, however, is about the extent of 51m11ar1ty between
Bible teachma and Baptist church teachmg ‘concerning baptism.
I $peak as'a Chrlstnan converted from the Baptlst church do-
ctrine and pracuce 1 was bapuzed by immersion when I was
about Twelve years ‘old thmkmg, I'was  being baptlzed for the
remission’of " sitis. " Tt was many years. “later that I learned the -
Baptist’ church and the congreganon I belonged to d1d _not
beheve in bapt1zmg for the remxssxon of sms ' '

A§ 1 began to study the matter, I soon understood why they ;
could not teach baptism for the:. rémission of :sins and hold to:
some,of their other. teachjngs, . For eiample; the:usual ..con-
fessxon of a: respondent to the:invitation song inithe. Baptist.
church (before he is. baptized).is. ‘. believe that: God: has;. :for:
Chnst’s sake; forgiven my . sins,!” _he: then-is.a candidate for
baptlsm With this confession, baptism for the.. remission.:of
sins is meaningless, for the respondent states that his sins have
already beenforgiven;-and* that *they” were forngen before he
was ‘baptized. .. Brother: Bi C.' Mc: -Carley; in ' preaching ofi ba-
ptism, hasisaid many times that if-the- confession - is"not‘right;"
the baptism cannot-be right.-: This uﬂustrates hl’s ‘point. -

The confession found in the Blble le “I belleve that Jesus is
the’ Christ; the Son of God,™ ot “I' beheve that ‘Jesus Christ is
the $on ‘of " 'God Thls is the confessmn of "the Ethloplan'
e‘unuch to Phlhp, this'i is the confeSsxon “of” Peter to. Chrlst thlS'

is'the conifession’ of Mary to Chnst ThlS was the confesston_
of God about Chrnst o

The Bapt;gt church teaches baptlsm is ot necessary-t6- sal‘ 5
va\ttqn, .Salvation involves forgiveness of . sins: .-Baptism-is for
the remissioa.of sins. .according to.Acts-2::.38;:22 ¢ 16;-Mark':
16 : 15, 16; | Peter.3 ;. 21,.So for. the ‘Baptist. ‘ch‘urchr-to-‘ admit-

admlt that baptlsm 1s neCessary to salvatlon
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What then does the Baptist church teach is the purpose of
baptism ? There are several - teaching on this: (1) for church
membership, which would indicate it is harder for a person to
become a member of the Baptist church than to become a
Christian (2) to show a Sign of a good conscience. (3) because
it is commanded of Jesus.

H. W. Tribble, author of Our Doctrmes, published by the
Southern Baptist Convention, writes of baptism on page 108,
“It is enough to say here that it is a requisite to church mem-

.bership. This is not stated in so many words in the New
Testament but it is ‘everywhere implied.” On the meaning of
baptxsm he says on page 115. “Baptism symbolizes some of
the essential truths of Christianity. In the first place, it symbo-
lizes the remission of sins, the renunciation and burial of the
old  life, the resolve to walk in a new life of fellowshlp with
Christ. Thus it points back and calls attention to a great
change that has been wrought in the individual. But of course,
baptism does not remit our sins or work this great - change.”
This despite Peter’s words, repent and be baptized for the
remission of sins. (Acts 2 : 38).

Is Baptism Essential to Salvation ? R
Jesus taught the essentiality of baptism when he said, “He
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.” (Mark 16: 15,
16). Jesus put faith and baptism before salvation : 1—believe,
2—be baptized, 3—be saved.

If one can be saved without baptism, he can be saved out-
s1de of Christ, for one is baptised into Christ. (Rom 6 3) If
one can be saved without baptism, he can be saved without
putting on Christ, for through baptism we put on Christ. (Gal
3:27). If one can be saved without baptism, he can be saved
out of the body of Christ, for “by one spirit were we all
baptized into one body.” (1 Cor. 12 : 13), If one can be saved
without baptism, he can be saved outside the kingdom 6f Chtist,
for “except a man be born of water and of the Spirit; he can--
not enter into the kingdom of God.” (John.3 : 5). R

'If one can be saved without baptism, how then can’ the."
passage be explained which reads, “Baptism does also now siye
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us (1 Peter 3.: 21) ? If a man can be saved without baptism,
why was a man told, “Arise, be baptized, and wash away thy
sins, calling on the name of the Lord” (Acts 22:16)? ~ *"

Sin is forgiven in the mind of God. Unless and until God
forgives man’s sins, they are not remitted. The Bible tells us
what God has told us to do to obtain forgiveness of sin...the
baptism of a penitent believer who_has confessed Jesus as the
Som of God.  This effects the spiritual new birth. This, then,
is the only way we can begin to walk as a' Christian; grow as-a
Christian, build our hope for eternity as a Christian.

The New Testament Teaching
Concerning The Hereafter

PR by L.R, Wilson ,

‘There is more bonafide evidéence that Christ was raised from
the dead than there is any other single fact in all history. Based
upon this evidence, Paul argued that all men will be raised.
Thus he asserted, “Now if Christ be preached that he rose
from the dead, how say some among you, that there is no resur-
rection’ of the dead? But if there be no resurrection of the dead,
then is Christ not risen : and if Christ be not. risen, then is our
preaching vain and your faith is also vain.” (I Cor. 15:12-15).

On one occasion some of the Sadducees, who argued that
there is no resurrection or life after death, came to Jesus with
a make-up story about seven brothers who married the same
woman, then asked ¢...in the resurrection, whose wife shall she
be of the seven?...Jesus answered and said unto them: Ye do
err, not knowing the scriptures, nor the power of God. For
in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage
but are as the angels of God in heaven. But as touching the
resurrection of the dead, haveye not read that which was spo-
ken unto you by God, saying,. 1am the God of Abraham, and
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? God is not the God
of the dead, but of the living.” (Mat. 22:25-32).

Jesas pointed out two errors in their reasoning.

1. In the resurrection there is no blood relationship—hence
no marrying. In harmony therewith, Paul explained that
“flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God.”” (1 Cor.
15 : 50). . o .
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2, ‘When® Moses approached the. burmng bush God sald

to him: <[ am the God of Abraham, and_ the. God of Ispac,
and the God of Jacob.” (Exod.3.:6), This the Saddueees
believed, but they had ‘overlooked one fact. : Namely;: “God
is' not the God of the dead, but of the lmng > Then Abra-
tam, lsaac and. Jacob who | had dled centunes earl:er, were stlll
hvmg somewhere with God. - - R U ST P
" After Death, What? " S
1. After death there will be both a resurrection and a
judgment. Furthermore, both the good and the bad will be
raiséd - in - the same hour. - ‘This Jebus plamlyfdeclared saying,
“For the hour is coming, . m which ,al.‘l that arefm the graves
shall hear his voice, and shall come forth; they that have done
good, unto the resurrection of -life: and they that have done
‘evil unto the résurrection of damnation;” (Ino.' 5: 28, 29) ‘Thus
all will come forth at the same‘time; some to eternal life, the
rest to everlastmg condemnatlon S

2. There are but two places for all to go after the Judgment
Jesus made this abundantly clear in the picture he. gave of the
last Judgment, saying, “And these (the w1cked) shall go away
into, everlastmg pumshment but .the rlghteous mto hfe eter—
nal” (Mat 25.:46). The Bible makes no. mentlon of any
other place or condition after dead and the Judgment

y Heaven and Hell _

1. There are many expressions found in the New Testa-
ment to indicate the j joys of heaven. In Revelatxon 21 and 22
it is plctured as a city “four square;” w1th golden streets, Jasper
walls, pearly gates, the river. of life, w1th trees bearmg then:
fruit perenmally, where there is no heat, no tears, no srckness,
and no sorrow. In that city the t‘ace of God is the light for
ever more. =

No . doubt all of these terms are htghly ﬁguratxve, but they
indelibly impress one fact upon our' finite’ minds; namely: hea-
ven will be a wonderful place of happmess and unendmg en-
Joyment—where SOIrows come no more. :

. Heaven is also pictured as a place of eternal rest, (Heb
3 : 11; Rey. 14 : 13). v
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It is doubtful, however 1f ﬁmte minds can grasp all the
marvels that God has ‘in:stére for his chlldren, who remain
faithful to him until death. o

*2.. _The word “hell” is generally used to descrrbe the place
of everlastmg pumshment of the 1ncorr1g1ble wicked.’ (Mat, '
5.:.22,29,30;10: 28;189). . Sometimes hell is pictured as.a
place of fire (Rev. 20 : 10).. Sometimes it'is “outer darkness:
there! shall be weepmg and gnashmg of teeth,”’(Mat. 25 : 30).
Sometimes it is’ spoken of as “the second’ death”—meamng
eternal separatron from God, the giver.of all life. But how-
ever: we look at it, the “place of - eternal death for. the wicked,
will ‘be one of’ pumshment “In ﬂamlng ﬁre” ‘with “vengeance'
on all them that know not God and that obey not the gospel
of ., .our . Lord Jesus. Christ.” (2 Thes. 1:: 7,.8). - It -does not
matter how we 160k -at these scrlptures, hell: w1ll be a place of :
unendlﬂg pumshment

: : . Conclusmn o

It is an mescapa:ble fact that “it is- appomted unto men once
to die, after this the judgment.” (Heb 9 227). “Knowmg there-'
fore the terror of the Lord,” said Paul “we persudde men.’
“For » he goes on, “we must aIl appear before the Judgment
seat of Chrrst, that  everyone may receive - the things done in
h1s body, accordmg to that he hath done, whether 1t be good :

It therefore behooves us all to trust 1n Chust who conquered _
death by his own resurrection, and to conform. our lives unto.
his. that he may at last be able to say to us, “Well.done, good.
and. faithful servant.....enter thou into the joy of thy Lor
(Mat. 25 : 23). :

JJJFLF!LTE!TILLJQJ!EHE“
Book of the -Month

“How to get to ‘Heaven” a study gunde book
by Ike Hamilton. This book contdins twenty-
one scrlptural Iessons wrltten on varnous '

sptrltual subjects.

To obtain this book you should send us
—1 your name and. address clearly written and a
E] postage stamp of 25 paise only as its maxlmg
charges.

LLLWJQ?LLrJrﬂﬂujLLﬂLnL;

'ﬁllﬁﬁll@@ﬁl

mEE
@@g@@@!@@



28
-+ Ye Must Be Born Again
. M. Lloyd Smith .
Jesus in talking with Nichodemus said, ““Ye must be born-
again.” John 3:7. Life does not come by spontaneous genera-
tion but by a birth. One preacher said, “John 3:8 was given
to teach us that the new birth was incomprehensible to all
finite minds.” If this verse cannot be understood, why do such
men spend thirty to forty-five minutes trying to explain it ?

. THE SPIRITUAL BIRTH is no more a mystery than the
physical birth, Since Jesus said it was impossible to get into
the kingdom of God, or the church, without this new birth, it
is necessary that we learn what the new birth is. We may not
understand all the mysteries of the new birth any more-than
we do those of the natural birth, but we can understand what
has to be done and what is necessary for birth.

A FATHER AND MOTHER is necessary’ to birth. Paul
said that God is our Father: “Grace to you and peace from
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”” Rom. . 1:7. (Also
Matt. 4:9; I John 3:5). A person is begotten of the father and
born of the mother. “Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the
Christ is born (begotten ASV) of God.” 1 John 5:1. “The seed
is the word of God, which liveth:and abideth forever.” 1 Pet.
1:23. . Hence, we learn that the word of God, is the spiritual
seed with which one is spiritually begotten.

THE GOSPEL is the power of God unto salvation, only to
those who believe it. Rom. 1:16. “How then shall they call on
him in whom they have not believed ? and how shall they be-
lieve in him of whom they have not heard 7 and how shall they:
hear without a preacher ?” Rom. 10:14. But a man is not born
again when he believes. “The devils also beliéve, and tremble”,
Jas. 2:19. Also John 12:42-43. A person is not born again as
soon as he believe because there are no elements of birth.
When a person believes, he has the power (or ‘permission) to
become a son of God. John 1:11-12. When a man believes the
gospel, and with meekness receives it into a good and honest
heart, he is then begotten of God, and is prepared to be born.
It is not the office of a birth to give life but to bring the subject
into a different relationship, or state. :

"THE NEW STATE, or birth is illustrated by Paul when he
said a man is grafted into the good olive tree. Rom. 11:24.
Again, the new state is explained by showing how men are
adopted. Rom. 8:15. Paul clears the mystery of the new birth
by showing it is like being translated from one kingdom to an-
other. “Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness,
and .hatlh translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son.
Col. 1:13. o '

The New BIRTH CONCLUDED : When the Holy Spirit
operates upon the human heart through the preaching of the
gospel, that is the begéttal. Rom. 10:10. When one completes
his obedience by repenting, confessing, and being baptized, he



| Radio Sri Lanka Broadcasts

ENGLISH—The Voice of Truth—Speaker : Reggiec Gnans-
sundaram.
All correspondence should be sent to The Voice of Truth,
Post Box 3815, New Delhi 110049,
Sundays—10 : 15 to 10 : 30 P.M. - ’
Frequencies—(1) 15,120 KHZ, 19 Meter Band ; 100KW
(2) 11,725 KHZ, 25 Meter Band ; 100 KW
(3) 7,190 KHZ, 41 Meter Band ; 10 KW
Tuesdays—9 : 30 to 9 : 45 A.M, ‘ ‘
Frequencies : (1) 11,724 KHZ, 25 Meter Band ; 100KW
' (2) 15,128 KHZ, 19 Meter Band ; 100KW
(3) 6,075 KHZ, 49 Meter Band ; 10 KW
HINDI—Gospel Truth—Speaker : Sunny David. A
All correspondence should be sent to Satya-Susamachar, Post
Box 3815, New Delhi 110049. '
Tuesdays—9: 00 to 9 : 15 P.M.
Thursdays—9 :00t0 9 : 15'P.M. ‘
Fridays—9:00t0 9: 15 P.M. -
Saturdays—9 : 45 to 10 : 00 P.M. :
Frequencies— (1) 11,800 KHZ, 25 Meter Band ; 100 KW
: ' - (2) 7,190 KHZ, 41 Meter Band ; 50 KW
- (3) 6,075KHZ, 49 Meter Band; 10 KW
“TELUGU-—The Voice of Truth—Speaker : Joshua Gootam,

All correspondence should be sent to The Voice of Truth,
Post Box: 80, Kakinada 533001, : '

Sundays —2 : 30 to 2:45 P.M.
Mondays—2: 30 to 2 : 45 P.M.
Tuesdays—2: 30 to 2 : 45 P.M. A
Wednesdays—2 : 30 to 2 : 45 P.M, o
Frequencies—(1) 11, 800 KHZ, 25 Meter Band; 100 KW
(2) 7,190 KHZ, 49 Meter Band ; 50 KW
T AMIL—The Way of Truth—Speaker : P, R. Swamy.
All correspondence should be sent to The Way of Truth,
Post Box 3301, Bangalore 560033,
Tuésdays—S : 30 to 5 : 45 P.M.
Thursdays—6 : 45 to,; 7 : 00 P.M.
Fridays—6 : 45 to 7 : 00 P.M. e
Frequencies— (1) 11,800 KHZ ; 25 Metet Band
: . 100 KW '
' (2) . 7,190 KHZ, 49 Meter Band ; 50 KW

ALL ARE ENCOURAGED TO LISTEN

Bible Co;;rrespéndence:e Courses and Christian Literature
?re available in these different - languages from the addresses
isted. i - : . '

¢



Postal Regn. No. D (S) - 188 . Regd. No, 26921/71

has been born again. The state of the sinner has been changed
gom lthlegkingdom of the world to the kingdom of God.

ol. 1:13. -

Before the kingdom was established. Jesus tau ght in parables
and figures; but after its establishment, figures gave place to
facts, and promises. We have an example of 3,000 being born
again in Acts 2:14-47, They were cut to the heart through

“Peter’s sermon and asked, “Men and ‘brethren, what shall we

«do ?” Peter did not tell them to be born, again because the
time for figures had passed, therefore he said ‘“Repent and be
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sin and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
Acts 2:38. “‘Except a man be born of the water and the Spirit,
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” John 3:5. ‘“They
that gladly received his word were baptized; and the same day
there were added to them about 3,000 souls.” Acts 2:41. When
“were they born again ? When they did what Peter told them
to do. They did not join the church (or them) but the Lord
added the baptized to them. “And the Lord added to the church:
daily such as should be saved.”’ Acts 2:47. Baptism is the .only
place where one contacts water in the New Testament, there-
fore, it is plain that one is born again when he is baptized into
Christ. “For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ
have put on Christ.” Gal. 3:27. And now why tarriest thou ?
arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sin.” Acts 22:16.

When a person is baptized he is in Christ, his sins are

washed away, he is in the kingdom, therefore is born again.
May the Lord bless you in your search for the truth.
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