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When a maii and a woman come together by mutual con-
sent, and in compliance with the law, are united to spend the
rest of their lives together, then they are said to be matried.
This may be done with or without a religious -ceremony. Many
Countries recognize a man and a woman as being married when
they have lived together for a set period of time. These are
called common—law marriages. .

Many customs and traditions have grown up around
marriage. In this part of the world the parents generally choose
companions for their children, but in other places the one that
is gettmg married is the one that finds his or her companion.
Whether one system is superior to the other is debatable, It
mainly depends on the society in which one has been reared
and the acceptance of the general practice of that area. Some-
times when a switch is made, in an attempt to be like others,
‘it Tesults ‘in failure. - But the main thing that should be pointed
out here is the fact that in the end all who are united in
local, traditional, and, lawful ways are recognized by the law
as being married.

There are many other things involved in marriage. The
law of the land usually regulates some of these, such as the
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age, who can perform the marriage, and other similar matters.
The parents of those getting married may become involved in a
numbér of activities leading up to the actual ceremony that
. makes them husband and wife. There may be parties, exchang-
ing of gifts, and finally the ‘wedding -itself, with whatever
the local customs happen'to'be for such a ceremony. All of
this can be highly expensive to the families and friends who
directly participate, especially: where a -dowry is-involved. -

' The first marriage was instituted by God himself. ‘Going
to the Bible, and in Genesis 2, we read how God formed the
first man -Adam, from the dust of the earth and then breathed
'into his nostrils the breath of life and he became a diving soul.
Next, -he! planted -a ‘beautiful garden and- made to grow there
every tree “that ‘was pleasant to look on, and in the midst of
that garden he placed the tree of life and also the tree of know-
ledge of good and evil. Then God placed man in that garden
to dress and-keep it. In .doing so he assured Adam that he
«couldfreely eat of every tree:in the garden except of the tree ‘of
the knowledge of good and. evil, with the warning that .if he did
eatidf it e would surely.die. Andthen note this statement:
“And 'the Lord God said, It is not:good that the man sheuld-be
-dlone; I will make him an help meet for him..And .the Lord God
caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: .and ‘he
‘tock -one of his ribs, and closed up. the flesh thereof; And the
tib, which the Lord God had'taken from man, made he a wo-
man, and brought her unto ‘the man. And Adam said, This
is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh : she shall be
called ' Woman, because she was taken out of Man. Therefore
. shall :a man- leave -his father and his mother, .and shall cleave
unto :his -wife : ‘and they shall be-one flesh. ‘And.they were
both'naked, the man and :his wife, and were not .ashamed.”
(Genesis-2:21—25). . “And God blessed ‘them, ‘and God said
unto-them, Be fruitful:and multiply, and replenish the earth i
(Genesis 1:27).

From the foregoing we would draw the following facts :
First, God created man and gave him-everything he could want.
Second, God himself-recognized:that it ‘was:not good .for man
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to be alone, so hescreated m:companion for him, Third, being
taken from man:she ‘was:a.part of man.-and together they ‘be-
came one:flesh. Fourth, man and woman in martiage ‘should
leave father and ‘mother ‘to “have £heir own home and 'family.
And »fifth, marriage .serves mot ‘only #o-give'man -and weman
companionship:but also-God has:chosen'it as .a lawful :medium
through -which reproduction ‘is ‘to ‘take place. So ‘marriage
was established by God and became -the first‘and oldest insti-
tution in.allithe wotld. “The'laws and principles-that ‘govern ‘it
are .of .divine -origin ‘and continue ‘to ‘be 'binding wpon men
and-wornen ‘everywhere. ‘Basically, these ‘laws and ‘teachings
are known and generally -alhered to in all countries. This
helds true in ‘both those countries that ‘honor God and those
ﬁha't do -not '

Presently marriage and the famlly are being seversly
attacked. There are those who feel that marriage and the
family :system.are:dld and .outdated. “These :are the 'ones who
weuld bring 'man @nd woman down ‘to .an animalistic type :of
morals. Sucha philosophy is-especidlly advecated ‘among the
hippie type society of ‘today .and:by:those who wish to do:as
they :please without thaving to answer ‘to any Jaw:orito:any
‘higher autherity than :themselves. -Although there are some,
both:among males ‘and females whe ipreach ‘this, if such -a sys-
tem ‘were implemented, the man would have the full -advantage
over ithe'woman. n‘this kind of life style then'he could choose
tolive with whom he likes and leave at ‘will -and mot feel ‘res-
ponsible to ‘the one -or -omes (in-case of ‘children) thathe left
behind. ‘Surély, however, ‘to the sensible ‘thirtking :person ‘this
would ndt ‘be a ‘superior way -of 1ife to‘that of marriage -and
organized home life. As a matter of fact,:if ‘man ‘is to survive
even in these modern times he must learn to respect the laws
of marriage and the family system. There has to be some
moral code that is accepted and followed in these matters .and
to date, after all of these years, there has not been even one

introduced that comes close to that of matching the marriage
laws that God gave'in the begmnmg

Where even.one marriage and home. ds spoiled,  there .is
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much suffering that results on the part of many. The husband
and wife are hurt. for life. When children -are involved they -
are emotionally crippled and perhaps will never be able to over-
come it till the day they die. Parents and relatives are - pained.
Friends are disappointed. But just think that if this. be true
with one marriage, then what would be the out come if it
reached the point where hundreds, thousands, and even mil-
lions of homes were wrecked, Tt could be disastrous not only
to the ones immediately involved but even to a.whole nation,
People who are unhappy with their marriages and do not have
a solid and well grounded home life, neither are they happy
with their work, cannot be depended on to do a good job, and
in general become misfits. Surely then we can see God knew
best for man and that is why he gave him a wife, Man and
woman are still in need of one another and that will never
change. B ' :

. Man and woman are social beings. ‘They need each other
and the best way for them to provide for one another’s needs
is through marriage. Man is incomplete without the woman
and woman is incomplete without the man. They cannot
reproduce separately. It is possible for some to live without
each other but if all tried to do so then it would eventually
bring an end to the human race. But physically and emotion-
ally, they need each .other and their most ideal state is where

they dwell together in lawful union. By respecting and follo-
~ wing the laws of the land, and especially God’s law, then they
are accepted by those around them, have the respect of every-
one, and may freely live together in all good conscience, having
their own family. Together they are complete. They are one
unjt. They are whole.

There are several reasons why marriage is said to be hon-
ourable in all. (Hebrews 13:4). As already pointed out, man
and woman generally do not want to remain alone. Marriage
then is the solution. Next, God created woman to help man.
She is said fo be a help—meet for him. (Genesis 2:18). She is
to work with him, help him, and encourage him. This type
of companionship can be of immeasurable value to “both the
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husband and wife. Another purpose for marriage is for the
sake of reproduction. This is by all means not the only reason,
as we are attempting to. show, but it is definitely one of the
reasons. Still another reason for marriage is to avoid lust and
fornication. Paul was advising- the Corinthians that in some
cases that it might be better not to marry, such as in times of
war or hard times, but he went on to say, “But'if they cannot
contain, let them marry: for it is better to marry than to burn.”
(1 Corinthian 7:9). That -is, rather than to lust after the
opposite sex, to have evil thoughts, to commit adultery. in the
heart, then it would be better to goon and marry. Again, he
advised, “Now concerning the things whereof ye wrote unto
me: Itis good for a man not to touch a woman. Never-
theless, to avoid fornication, let every man have his own wife,
and let every woman have her own husband. Let the. husband
render’ unto the wife due benevolence : and likewise also the
wife unto the husband. The wife hath not power of her body
but the husband : and likewise also the husband hath not power
of his own body, but the wife. Defraud ye not one the other,
except it be with consent for a time, that ye- may give yourselves

to fasting and prayer; and come together again, that Satan
tempt you not for your incontinency.”” (1 ' Corinthians 7: 1-5).

Since both man and woman are sexual beings, are attracted to
one another physically, have need of each other, then rather
than to be immoral and commit formcatlon, it would be better
for both man and woman to go and marry so that these needs
might be cared for lawfully.

The conclusion then would be that since man and woman
still ex1sts, and since they still have basic physical and emotional
needs for one anotheér, then marriage is the' soluhon as it has
always been. Marriage is just as new and up to date and
modern as it was the day it was introduced. Furthermore, since
both man and woman still are sexual bemgs and have need for
each other, then the place to care for these needs is within the
confines of mamage Sex is not ugly and du:ty but rather it
is good and right and beautiful when it is kept where God
placed it and again he placed it within lawful marriage. It

‘
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only becomes. ugly, dirty,, bad, and immoral when. it. is. engaged
in. outside.of marriage or. when. it is done in. ogposntlon to God:s
Wiua,

Wie hopesto.follow this:with similar lessens and it is our
prayer that:we might: be-able-te:learn: what the: will of God is
when it:comesto-marriage; and: related: matters, and that we
willl accept his laws and Have the Kind of'marriage-and:home
lifé that would' honor him: This- wouldt likewise- be:to-our
" advantage and to-all’ others concerned:

(44 . » g
No: Lenger Under
i , 29
The Schoeolmaster )
Evere though the-apostlé Paul” declared so boldly in his letter
tovthe: churches at Galatia, “Clrist is become of no effect. unto
you, whosoever of you are justified by the law ;. ye are fallen

from grace.” (Galatians 5 : 4). Yet many today. try. to:jpstify .

their doctrine for the use of the mechanical instruments of music
i thieit worshipBy* pointing toward the Old Testament Law of
Mfoses. THey reason, because king David used mechanical
instrurients of music in Kis worship so also we can usethem
today-iir our worskip. Also in support of the doctrine of salva-
tion-by faith-only, people today point out toward the thief who
died‘omthe cross undér thie Old Testament Law of Moses, and
say, since-hewas'saved by fiith alone w1th‘out being Baptized, so
also-we-can-be saved*today by faith only. (Thus without having
Been baptized: for the remission of sins— Acts 2 : 38). While
the Holy- Spitit through James warned, “Ye see thien hiow that
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by works a man;is justified; and not:by faith.only.” (James 2z
24). There are also- likewise: several other things: that peaple
try. to _jixs.tif.y today: by the: law- Moses, such as, the.use of cand--
les and: incense in worship, and . observing the Sabbath,.etc:
However, the Bible clearly shows us that.in, this age. we are not;
living under the:law. of Moses, that is, the Old Testament.

There are several reasons as,to why we are not. governed to.
day byhe Old Testament Law of Moses. First, It was fulfilled.
by Christ and was-taken away. by. nailing it to his cross. Before:
his death Clirist said, I have come. to- fulfil the law.. (Matthew:
5:17, 18); When he was:crucified,. the record says, “After this,,
Jesus knowing that all things were.now accomplished, that. the.
scripture might. be fulfilled, saith, I thirst. Now: there was set.
a vessel full of vinegar : and they filled a :sponge with vinegar;,
and put it.upon hyssop,.and it to his.mouth. When Jesus. there-
fore had. received the vinegar, he said, it 1s finished : and he
bowed ' his head, and gave up the ghost.”” (John 19 : 28-30).
At Colossians 2 : 14 we read, *“Blotting out the handwriting of
ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and
took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross.” Thus, it was.
fulfilled and was taken away. So the writer of the book of
Hebrews says, “He taketh away the first, that he may establish.
the second.” (Hebrews 10 : 9). He also says, “In that he saith,
A new covenant, he hath.-made the first old. Now that which
decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away.” (Hebrews
8:13).

Why was it necessary for it to be taken away out of the way
or to vanish away ? He explains : : “For if that first covenant
(Old Testament) had been faultless,, then should no place have
been sought for the second.” (Hebrews 8 : 7). So the first -one,
the Old Testament, was with fault inasmuch as it d1d reveal
sin- but did: not provide the Saviour;,

Why was then the Law given ? He says; “For the law
Having:a shadow of good' things to come, and' not the' very
image of the things.”” (Hebrews 10:'1), So theTaw was given
to-forecast the-real things which were to-come in future ; ;- it' had
the shadbw of the real things but‘not the very-image. For
instance; All the sacmﬁces of the Old Testament pomted toward
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the greatest sacrifice of Christ on the cross, they were to con- -
tinue until Christ had come. So Paul says, “Wherefore then
seryeth the law ? It was added because of the transgressions,
TILL THE SEED SHOULD COME TO WHOM THE
PROMISE WAS MADE...... WHICH IS CHRIST.” (Galatians
-3.:19, 16). So when Christ came and gave himself as a perfect
sacrifice for us, and gave us his will, the New Testament, then
the Law ceased to operate because it was given till the seed,
that is, Christ should come. Therefore, it savs, “Knowing that

' a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith
of Jesus Christ, even. we have believed in. Jesus Christ, that we
might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works
of the law : FOR BY THE WORKS OF THE LAW SHALL
NO FLESH BE JUSTIFIED...... for if righteousness come by -
-the law, then Christ died in vain.”” (Galatians 2 : 16, 21).

So we are justified by the faith in Jesus Christ and not by
the Old Testament law of Moses. However, the inspired writer
tells us, “But before faith come, we were kept under the law,
shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed.
Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto
Christ, that we might be justified by faith. But after that faith
is come, we are no longer under the schoolmaster. For ye are
all children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of
you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.”
(Galatians 3 : 23-27). So the’ law served as a schoolmaster to
bring men unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith in
Christ Jesus. But now, since faith has come, so he says, “WE
ARE NO LONGER UNDER THE SCHOOLMASTER.” And,
who was the schoolmaster ? The Law, The Old Testament Law
of Moses. :

At the time of the transfiguration of Jesus, there appearedv
unto his disciples Moses and Elias talking with him, and the
disciples wanted to build three tabernacles there for them, but
when they were yet discussing, the record says, immediately
a bright cloud overshadowed them: “And a voice out of the
cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son in whom I am well
pleased ; hear ye him.” (Matthew 17 :5). So God today
desires of us that we should listen to His Son Jesus Christ in
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everything that we believe, practice or teach. We should worship
him according to his will - (John 4 : 24 ; Acts 2 : 42 ; Acts
16::1,2; Acts20:7; Ephesians 5:19). We should obey'
his plan of salvation (Mark 16 : 15,16 ; Acts 2 : 38), we should
teach what he commanded us to teach (Matthew 28 : 19, 20)s

and we should always be faithful unto him in all things.
(Revelation 2 : 10 ; John 12 : 48).

Christian Despondency
~ Calvin Barber _
Despondency may. be defined as “The feeling of extreme
discouragement, dejection, or depression.” (Websters seventh

New College Dictionary) ‘Synonyms for despondency are : dis-
paring, desperate, hopeless, and worthlessness.

There comes a time in the lives of almost all Christians when
they look at their lives and become discouraged with their efforts
and ‘acco'n_lplishments. . Many look at the sinful lives of hypo-
crites and feel like throwing in the towel. Otbhers look at the
vastness of our task as Christians and feel that our efforts are
hopeless. As this writer reflects on his own life and his brethren’s
life, there seemsto be a rapid growth of despondency in the
church. ’

Despondency has been a plague to many of God’s servants.
Can you imagine how Noah must have felt after preaching over
a hundred years and only saved himself and his family. (Gen.
6) What if you had been in the shoe’s of Moses as he returned
from Mt Sinai with the ten commandments and found th§
people worshipping a golden calf ? (Exodus 32) How discoura-
ged would you be if you had gone on the missionary journies . -
of Paul and encountered the perplexities he did ? (II Cor. 4:8- _

9) Elijah was so discouraged and felt his task was so hopeless
that he prayed that he might die. (I Kings 19 : 4) Let us con-
sider the example of Elijah despondency. We shall consider the,
circumstance, the cause and the cure of Elijah’s discouragenient,
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Background of our Text

But he, himself went a days journey into the wilderness, and"
came and sat down under a juniper tree ; and he requested for-
himself that he might die ; and said, “It is enough ; now; O'-

Lord, Take away my life ; for I am not-better than my: fathers.”
(I Kings 19 : 4).

The language of this text implies a man who is ready to
throw up his hands in utter dispair and hopelessness. Perhaps
feeling he had done enough preaching and pleading with Israel,
that she should have repented, but he had not gotten the desired
effect. His desire to die was that he might be released from his
despondency and to go- and be with the Lord. Perhaps the
same feeling that Paul had. (Phil. 1:21) But, what led Elqah
to make this.statement ?

Elijab’s work was during the reign of Ahab, the king-of"
Isracl. This was a very crucial in the history of Isragl. There-

had been a series of kings over Israel and all of them, except
one or two had been evil and committed spiritual adultry with
the god’s of the land. The scripture says, “‘that Ahab did more
. to provoke the anger of the Lord than all the rest before him.”
a ngs 16 : 33). '

Elijah- was sent: to call Ahab and Jezebel, his w:fe, and:

Israel back to God. (I Kings17:1). Elijah- does-aseries of

miracles, with God’s help, to prove he was a messenger from.

God and to encourage them to give up the worship of Baal. He
prayed that it would not rain and it did not rain. for three and
a half years. (I Kings 17). He then challenged the Priest of Baal
before the people and pleaded with them to make a choice to
come back to Jehovah, After Elijah’s triumph he slew the
prophets of Baal. (I Kings 18): After Jezebel heard this she
swore to kill Elijah and he was fleeing for his life at the time
of his_despondency. (I Kings 19 : 1-4) Let us look -at the
causes of despondency.
Weariness of the Flesh

Weariness of the flesh can contribute to despondency. Ehjah
had just undergone the presures of fighting with principalities,

/
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powers, andwickedness in high-places. "(Eph. 6 : 12). He'had
journied for over fifty miles and was emotionally and physically
drained. (I Kings 19 : 4). He had likely become weary in well

-doing. This was likely a contributing factor in: his:despon-
_dency. o

.. The physical and emotional factors of man effect ‘One
another.a If outside pressure -affect the:emotions, often it will
make a person physically sick.. If the physical ‘man is sick or -

fatigued, it influences our attitudes and moods,
- It behooves every Christian to take extreme care of his body.
I Cor. 6:19-20). We often abuse the physical man, which
often contributes to negative feeling. N '

The consumption of alcohol and tobacco, moonlighting for
‘material gain, gluttony, and all forms of 'anxiety are but a few
'sins ‘that man engage in that wearies the physical man and
contributes to his despondency.
: Defeatism
Defeatism is the mental acceptance of defeat. Frustration

‘by prevention of success. The feeling inferib}ity and worthless-
ness is closely associated with defeatism. This feeling was

expressed by Elijah, “It is enough, now, O Lord, Take away
my life, for I am no better than my fathers.” (I Kings 19 : 4).

In view'of the -context, Elijah is actually saying, “Lord, my
father’s preached to Israel and they didn’t repent and I didn’t
succeed either, therefore 1 want to throw in the towel Itis
enough).and quit. Lord, just take ' me on home to be with
you.” -
Many Christians have and do experience this feeling. A
preacher began a new work and finds a multiplied number of
problems. He began to work to solve them but too little -avail.
.He will then either yield to the problems, move ot stay and fe¢l
'despondent and discouraged. . The latter choice usually kill his
effectiveness. An elder or deacon.may experience defeatism in
some of their.efforts and loose their desire :‘for the office,
Regardless of your talent and work in. the Lord’s kingdom,
defeatism is no respector of persons. When you accept defeat
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you take all the burden on yourself and are extremely discoura-
ged. : . M
Loneliness—I Kings 19: 10 - :

~ Elijah said, “Lord, Israel has forsaken thy covenent, thrown
down thy alters, and slain thy prophets with a sword ; and’1,
even I only, am left ; and they seek my life to take it away.”
(I Kings 19 : 10). Elijah was at this point . hiding i'na a cave at
Mount Horel. . It seems he had withdrawn - himself from his
work altogether and was feeling sorry for himself. . He thought
he was the only Israelite left that worshipped Jehovah. His
feeling had turned from his brethren to himself. His every
"thought was now self-centered. ‘

Too many Christian’s have this loneliness complex. To-

stand alone for nghteousness sake is wholesome, but to think
you are the only one who is 1nterested in a certain cause, afflicts
us with dispondency. The preacher and elder feels he’s the only
one who is sympathetic with his work. The pprsonal work
director don’t think the congregation or preacher is inter_ested
in his cause. The preacher training school and orphan home
director feels no one is interested in their cause. To harbor
these feelings causes us to loose enthusiasm and often halts the
Lord’s work. Just remember, just because a person can’t give
himself wholly to your cause doesn’t always mean he is not
interested. Let us now look at God’s remedy for desppildency.
A Rebuke | ] :

-God expressed his displeasure with Elijah when: he asked the
question, “What doest thou here, Elijah 7’ (I Kings 19:9).
'Elijah and his feeling had taken abode in a cave. He was doing

nothing, but feeling sorry for himself.

Although God is concerned with our feeling despondent our
feelings are not a reason for ceasing to do the work of the Lord.
Out Saviour is a superb example of this. “He came to his own
and: his own received him not.”” (Jn. 1 : 11). Looking to- the sins
of his people, he cried, ‘‘O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which Kkillest

the prophets, and stonest them that are sent unto thee.” : (Lk.
13 : 34). Seeing these conditions the Lord did not grow déspon=
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dent, but went about the Father’s busmess Regardless of the
hopeless circumstances a ‘Christian finds himself, it is no excuse
for not being about the Father’s business.

Go To Work

God told Ell_)ah to go back to work. (I ngs 19: 15—17)
He said, Go, anoint Hazael and Jehu as kings and Elisha. 3s
prophet. God wanted Elijah to turn his attenuon away from
_himself and back to his work.

. Someone has eloquently said, “Chrlstlan work in the medi-
cine that cures most spiritual illness.”” If there is division in
the church, many times united - work will pull it back together.
Racial, social, and educational barriers are lowered when we all
engage in work. - Work is ithe best medicine for despondency
and. discouragement. = It turns your attention away from your-
self. Jesus said, “It is more_ blessed .to give than to recieve.”
(Acts 20 : 35). If we give ourselves wholly:to the Lord we are
assured of happiness. (Psa. 1:1-2; Rom. 12 ; 1-3).
Accept Encouragment - :

God encouraged Elijah by saying, “I have seven thousand
in Israel that have not bowed their knee to Baal.” Elijah had
quit depending -on God as he once had but was now trying to
depend on his own strength. God wanted Elijah to know he
was not alone. o L

A Christian -who dees not put his full trust and conﬁdence
"in the power of God can: only except to . ‘become despondent.
‘We must realize that we are but earthen vessels.tg do the work
‘of God and it is God that gives the increase. (I Cor. 3 : 6). We
are taught to preach the Gospel and let its power .do the con-
verting. As we engage in.the work of God we should be
encouraged by the fact. that. God has promised to help us and

that there are many others that are interested in-the same
cause. Let us all be encouraged by this and put our hand back

to the Gospel plow and go to wark for the Lord.
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Righteousness
Guy N, Woods

“Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I
perceﬁve that God is no respecter of persons : but in every
nation he that feareth him, and. worketh righteousness
is accepted ‘with him.”” (Acts 10 : 34, 35). We thus learn that
righteousness is a condition precedent to aproval before God
What is it ? How is it obtained ?

‘mghteousness denotes that state or condition - whefein one
is-ih a fight relationship with God. Our English word “‘righte-
ousness;”’ derives from the word “‘right,” which, in turn, liter-
ally suggests that which is straight (as, for example, a straight
line), and so designates a ‘relationship with God which he
approves. A “righteous man” is, therefore, one who-is straight,
i.e., lined up properly with God ! The Psalmist said, “All
thy commandments are rightéousness,” and John affirmed
that “every one that doeth -'righteousness is born of him.”
(Psalm 119 : 172; 1 John 2 : 29).

. A simple, brief definition: of righteousness -is, therefore
rlght-domg, to be righteous is to - do ‘right. - “He that doeth
rrghteousness is righteous, even as he ‘is righteous.” (1
John 3: 7.) Of a certain type of character it is - affirmed that
he is righteous. Who is he? He that doeth- righteousness.
No other is. He who does righteousness-is 'righteous; but, he
who is righteous is one who does right; therefore, he who:does
right possesses righteousness.  Conversely, an untighteous per-
son is a perverse one; a perverse -one is. an individidal in a
twisted (as opposed to straight) telatlonshlp with God. It is,
hence clear’ ‘that righteousness is that - state or condition whe-
rein one is approved of God: but God approves ' of those only
who do right (keep his commandments); theréfore, to possess
the approval of God ‘and the righteousness which he requires
one must do right, by keeping his commandments.

Here, indeed, is unmistakable evidence of the falsity of the
denominational doctrine of transferred righteousness. It is by
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some alleged that in the progess of conversion Christ transfers
to the sinner the righteousness which he possesses and thence-
forth the sinner is clothed in the righteousness:of Christ,. i.e.,
the righteousness which Christ himself exhibits. The idea is
repugnant to both reason and scripture. It is absurd to -as-
sume:that one persin is good because another is. - It.is, of
course, true that through the merits of Christ’s death, our
gullt is cancelled and we are henceforth permitted to go - free
but this is far from declaring that -we thereupon become pos-
itively good in the absence of good works. There is a vast
difference in not imputing guilt (this, the Lord does for those
he justifies); and in conferring merit (this, he does not) in the
process. of salvation. There is no instance in classical literature
where the Greek word translated “righteousness’’ means to
make righteous. The primary import of the term . indicates a
change in position and not of condition. . A pardoned criminal
is no longer guilty of the charges which brought him before
the court; but he i is. thence by no means a valuable citizen with
a long record of civic goodness back. of him simply because he
has, been pardoned. Righteousness -is right-doing. To be
righteous one must do right. .

“But, was not Abraham’s faith reckoned (xmputed, ‘counted)
to him for righteousness ? (Rom. 4:9.) Indeed so. In the
absence of further duties at the moment, God accepted
Abraham’s faith as an act of righteousness itself. (James 2:
20-22). Did not David speak of “the - blessedness of the man,
unto whom God imputeth righteousness without works?”’
(Rom. 4:6.) Againthe answeris in the affirmative. But he
gravely errs who assumes that David in this instance promised
positive purity of life merely because one believes. Moreover,
the works contemplated here (as the context clearly shows)
were the works of the law. Further, the man to.whom God
imputes righteousness: is one - whose ‘‘iniquities are forgiven,
and whose sins are covered” (Psalm 32:1,2; Rom. 4: 6-8); he is
one who actively complies with ‘God’s plan on the basis of
which he justifies. . We must distinguish between a righteous-
ness imputed to (credited to, put to one’s account, chalked up
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to), man because he has a right relationship with God tlirough
obedience to his will, and the righteousness ~which Christ
(through his own submission to the will of his Father), is
alleged to transfer to the sinner. The former, the New Testa-
ment teaches; the latter is Calvinism. But was not Christ made
“righteousness” for us ? (1 Cor. 1: 30). He became the means
of righteousness; it is through him that we receive the “gift of
righteousness” (Rom. 5:17), but this is accomplished through
compliance with his will and not through some mysterious
bestowal - of merit. Itis of course through him that we are
privileged to become righteous; “but for him, no plan would
exist through which approval before God might be attained.
' We must never forget, however, that it is through compliance
therewith that we are enabled to be straight with God _
Justification does not eliminate the fact of sin; 1t simply
releases the sinner from the guilt thereof. The history of the
act must forevermore remain. Paul, though mindful of the
great grace which he had experienced was never thhout the con-
- sciousness of the fact that he had persecuted the church ‘of God
and wasted it. Pardoned, saved, justified, acquitted, no ‘longer
under guilt, it now remained for him, through faithful adhérence

to the Lord’s will to exhibit personal nghteousness “right
standing with God.”

The law of Moses was powerless to provide justification,
nor-was it given to make people righteous. It was added
“‘because of transgressions” (Gal. 3:19); to make sin exceedingly
sinful (Rom. 7: 13), to escort to Christ: (Gal. 3:23.25). It
provided a perfect standard to which man, in sin, could-never
measure. A measuring cup will indicate thé amount of the
substance it contains, but it will not increase it;.a tapeline will
reveal the length of a string, but it does not make it longer.
The law merely served to enhance man’s ‘guilt by revealing it
in-stark detail; because of the weakness of the flesh (Rom. 8:2),
it could not justify, it could only condemn. - It was, therefore,
necessary that justification« ““apart from the law” be provided,
_ wherein man might be absolved of the guilt which barred his
approach to God and so stand justified in the Lord’s sight. This
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marvelous blessing is available in Christ. He is our means of
righteousness, through him we receive. the glft of righteousness,
in him we partake of God’s righteousness, i.e , the righteousness
which God makes available to us, through unswerving allegiance
to His will. - : .

What Must I Do To Be baved"

J. Roy Vaughan

Here is an old subject that will always be new and frcsh
- because there are so many people in the world seeking for the
. correct answer to it, and because there are. more .people who
do not know the correct answer than there are who do. know
. But ‘because it is an old and familiar subject to the church
of Christ, there is danger it will be neglected and its, impor-
tance forgotten. 1t is indeed the: greatest . questlon -that, ever
challenged the mind -of mortal man. Many great questions
- confront us in a life-time, and we count some of them the vital
- ones, but no other question will ever surpass: this one in im-
portance. * This question has to do with pardon for past sins,
peace of the soul for the present, and. hope for the future.
-What must I do to be saved ?

- Some creeds of men teach that the sinner - has : nothing - to
-do. Others teach that he.cannot do anything to save his soul
‘—that itis entirely a work. of God. But Jesus said : “Not
every one that saith unto me; Lord, .Lord, shall enter mto the
kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will, of. my Father
-who is in heaven.” (Matt..7: 21.) Peter said : “Seemg ‘ye have
“purified your souls.in your obedience t0 the truth unto. unfeig-
ned love of the brethren, -1ove one another from .the. heart
fervently.” (1 Pet. 1: 22). And we read that Jesus “became

unto all them that obey him the author of eternal salvation.”
(Heb.'5: 9.) The scriptures, therefore, teach. that a, man must
do something to be saved. The question is : What? ey

Shall @ man do what seems good to him ? This appears right

‘
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won the surface of the statement. -Surely'a 'man ‘must not do
swhat does. not-seem right to-him. But ‘a2 ‘man may do what
:seems right, and still net do the will .of -God. “There is a
-way which seemeth: right unto a man; but -the end thereof are
the ways of death.” (Prov. 14: 2.) Paul said: “I ‘verily
thought with myself that I ought to do many things contrary
to the name of Jesus of Nazareth.” (Acts 26: 9).

Shall.a man do what his parents do and what they want him
todo? This also seems.rgasonablé. The Lord teaches us to
obey our parents and to love and respect them. Surely we
should listen to their spiritual advice. But it is possible for
“-father and mother to be in error regarding this matter, and
‘they may also lead us to do something God has not taught.
“When the Lord was on the earth teaching the people, it often
‘happened that some members of a family accepted him and
some did not. (Matt: 10: 34, 39.) Today some members of
" g family will accept the truth-and others will not. We cannot
say, therefore, that a man can be :saved by doing ‘whatsoever
‘his paretits may tell him to do. Jesus-said we must love him
more than we Jlove father and mother; or we cannot be his, dis-

ciple. :
p[Shal'l"a' man do what the preacher tells him to do? Surely
we should give due respect to the preacher. If we are not going
to follow his teaching, why listen.to him ? Often the preacher
is-well educated, polished in his ‘manners, kind and good, and
he teaches wonderful lessons from the Bible. But all these
things can be true, and he can still - lead men astray from the
truth. -The Bible says: “‘Beloved, ‘believe mot every spirit, but
prove‘the spirits, whether they -are of God; because many
false prophets:are gone out into the 'world.” (I John 42 1.)
Paul denounced some teachers in ‘the church at Corinth as
“ministers ‘of ‘the devil and as false apostles. (2 Cor. 11: 13, 14.)
Jesus said : “‘If the blind guide the ®lind, both shall fall into
-apit.” (Matt. 15: 14.) God will hold a man responsible for
allowing another man to lead him into efror. He teaches us
to searchithe :Scriptures. 1n the Scriptures he tells.us what to
do to be saved. The people understood Jesus and the apostles
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when they spoke-to them, and men today can also understand -
the teaching of Christ and his apostlés when they read the same .
in the New Testament. ‘

We shoulddo what the Holy Spirit teaches us to do 1o be
saved. Surely no one will object to following the Holy Spirit.
“For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of
God” (Rom. 8: 14.) Since the Holy Spirit guided Holy men-
to-write the New Testament, the teaching of the Spirit can be:

found on the pages of the New Testament. (1 Pet. 1: 12)

Does the- Holy Spirit teach a sinner to pray for the remission
of his sins? No, the Holy Spirit, through the apostles, did not’
tell sinners to pray for pardon, except- when speaking to child-
ren of God; for prayer belongs particularly to the child of God.
(1 John 1:5, 10.), The Christian can call upon God as his Father,
and he can approach the court .of heaven through ‘Christ, his:
High Priest. (Heb. 7: 25.) But the man who is not a Chris-
tian does not enjoy these privileges, and promises. The new
birth is not something received from God: in answers to the
prayers of an alien sinner. We cannot read in the New Testa-
ment where the apostles ever. commanded an alien sinner to.
pray for the remission of his sins.

Does the Holy Spirit teach sinners 10 expect a - direct:operar
tion of the Spirit ? That God, in his own good time, will send"
down the Spirit into the sinner’s heart and save- him, and that:
the man will know when this:is done by some stragge or happy*
feeling, or by a dream or an' unusual experience? No, this is
not taught in the New Testament. Nor is there an example-
of such in the Bible. There is no case on record in the Neéw
Testament where the Holy Spirit operated upon the heart of
the sinner, independent of the gospel, and converted him.

Does the Holy Spirit teach thata man is saved by faith only?:
Does he teach that a sinner needs only to believe that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of God; that he is his Saviour, anxious .and:
able to save him, and that if he will put- his trust in.the Lord:
he will be saved, without doing anything more?  No, this is
not taught in the New Testament. : We must not only believe
thefacts about Christ revealed in the Scriptures, but we must
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also believe what he teaches and Obey -his commandments.

Jesus said:' “Why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the

things which I say?”’ (Luke 6: 46.) Until a man obeys the
gospel of Christ he has no promise of pardon. (Heb. 5:.8,9)
The Scriptures teach that we are saved by the love of God, by
the blood of Christ, by grace, by faith, by the resurrection of
Christ, by works, by baptism, by hope, and by many other
things. But the Scriptures- do not teach that a man is saved
by any one of these things alone. Man lives by eating, by

sleeping, by drinking, by exercise; but he does not enjoy physi-

cal life by doing only one of these things. Faith in the Lord
is essential, but a man is not saved by faith only. (James 2:24.)

What, then does the New Testament tell men to do to be
saved ? The answer is clearly and plainly stated, and there
should be no reason for confusion or any misunderstanding,
Any man who wants to know, can know and will know the
correct answer to this question if he will read the Scriptures
without prejudice. God was both able and willing to revéal
the answer to this question in the Scriptures. To say that men
cannot understand God’s word alike means that God' either
was not able to reveal it sO they could, or, being able, he did

not want to do it. Who but an infidel would say that God

-was not able, or, admitting that he was able, would say that
he did not want to clearly reveal his will so that all men can-
understand it alike ? It is not a matter of one man interpre
ting it one way and another man interpreting it another way; it
is simply a matter of one man believing it and anOther man
not believing it. : ‘

The answer is first found in Peter’s sermon on Pentecost.

Having convinced the people that the man they had crucified
fifty days before was not an impostor, but that he was the Son
of God, and being convicted of their sin in crucifying him, they
cried out : “Brethren, what shall we do?” The Holy Spirit
speaking by the mouth of Peter, said : ‘“Repent ye, -and be
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto
the remission of your sins; and ye shall receive ‘the gift of the
Holy Spirit.”” (Acts 2: 38.) Thousands believed and repented
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and were baptized that day, and the Lord added them to the,
church. (Acts 2:.47.) The answer is also found in Paul’s reply
to the Philippian jailer. When the jailer said, “Sirs, what must
I do to be saved ?” Paul answered, ‘“Believe on the Lord Jesus
and thou shalt be saved, thou and ‘thy house.” Now some
false teachers sgize upon this statement and say that Paul taught’
2 man is saved by faith only. But this is not true. The Scrip-
- tures say that Paul spoke the word of the Lord unto him, with
all that were in his house. Hearing the word, the jailer believ-
ed, repented Of his sins, as manifested in washing the apostles
stripes, “and was baptized, he and al] his, immediately.” He
then brought them into the house, ‘set food before them, and
rejoiced greatly, with all his house, having believed in God.”
(Acts 16: 30, 34.) Al that took place constituted bdelieving in
God. No honest man can say the jailer was saved by faith
only. He believed on the Lord, repented of his sins, and Wwas
baptized immediately.

Finally, as Paul approached the city of Damascus ‘with
authority from the high priest to persecute and imprison Chris-
tians, Christ appeared to him, and when Paul asked, “What
shall I do, Lord ?” Jesus replied, “Arise and go into Damas-
cus; and there it shall be told thee of all things which are
appointed for thee to do.” (Acts 22: 10.) Although Paul
arose from the ground a believer in Christ, he was not yet
saved. He was told to go into the city, “and it shall be told
thee what thou must do.” (Acts 9: 6.) There was something
he must do. Finally, Ananias came t0 Paul, and, seeing that
‘he was a believer and a penitent man, said to.him : “And now
why tarriest thou ? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy

- sins, calling on his name.” (Acts 22: 16.) 'This is what Paul
was told he must do. “‘And he arose and was baptized.” (Acts
9: 18.) Paul became a Christian when he believed on the Eord,
repented Of his sins, and was baptized. This is the way men
became Christians in New Testament days, and this is the only
Way men can be saved today. When a -man believes on the
Lord, repents of his sins, and is “baptized unto the remission
Of his sins, the Lord adds him to the church. (Acts 2:47.)
The same things that make a man a Chris/tian, also at the same



moment makes him a. member of the church of the Lord. May
the Lord bless:us to do his will. ,

Bible Answers To Questions From
The Lost | |

Thomas B. Warren

. Why.should I be interested in:becoming a:Christian.?

. Because all have sinned. Rom. 3 * 9-12,. 24 ; Isa. 53 6.

. But what.is: sin ? . ‘

. The.transgression of God’s law. 1 John-3: 4.

. What are the consequences. of sin ? ’ _

s Separétion from God, spiritual death, consequences while

on earth, punishment in Heades, eternal punishment in

Hell. Rom. 6:23.; Lk 16 : 19-31,, Rev. 20:10, 155

Mk. 9: 42-47"; II Thess: 1:7-9: ' ’

What is'the remedy for sin?

Blood. Heb. 9 : 22. .

. Will the bloed of animals (bulls and goats) do 2

- No. Heb. 10.: 3-4.; 9.5 11-22.

. Then. whose blood will avail. to forgive. sins. ? _

. The blood of Christ. Eph. 1:75. Rom. 5:.8-9; 8:1-53
Heb. 9 : 11-22. _ -

. How does one avail himself of the saving power of the
blood of Christ ? ) R ‘

: By believing. in, loving,. and obeying the Lord Jesus

" Christ. John 3: 16.5 20 : 30-31 ;. I Cor. 16:22; Matt.
22 : 3440 ; Heb. 5.: 8-9; John 8.: 24 ; 11 Thess. 1 : 7-9

» Aren’t men saved by faith ? ‘ _ ,

. Yes, they are. Rom. 5:.1; Eph.2:8-9. But not by faith
amhh&zm+%¢euda6;n&2n+n,

:. What must one do after believing:? -~ - o

He. must repent (change his. mind).-Acts 2 : 38 5. 11 = 18.5

17: 30-31 ;. 1L Pet, 3:9-10 5 Lk..13: 3-5

. "What. must one. do aftet repenting.? §

. He must confess. Jesus: Christ as. Lord. (as-the.Son.or

God)- Matt. 10::.32-33.; Rom. 10 ::9-10-;. Aets. 8. 26.-4;\"'/

: 3&;1‘ confessing Christ, What is the penitent believer to

o ‘
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Ar: Heis to'he baptized (immersed) i water: umto ther rengis-
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sion of his sins. John 3 : 3-5; Matt. 28 : 18-20:; Mk.
16: 15-16 ;. Acts 2:38; 10 47-48.;. 22:: 16 s¢ Rom.
6:::3-51; Gal.. 3.2 2627 ;1L Tim..2 : 10;;. I Pet. 3 : 20-21.

: Are babies proper subject' for baptism- ?
: No. Only penitent believers are such. Babies (1’) have no .

sin, (2) cannot yet understand’ the: gospel'so as to believe
it, (3):cannot repent: of sins M‘}I»tt. 18:.3:; M’k. 16 = 15-
16; Acts 2: 28 .

: Is-sprinkling or pouring acceptab]e for baptism ?°
: No.. Only immersion. is authorized by the Scriptures.
‘Rom. 6.: 3-53. Col. %: 11-12.;  Acts 8 : 26- 40 ; meaning

of baptidzo—immerse.

: When does. one. become a beneﬁclary of the dcath of
. Christ (i.e., when saved by Hxs blood) ?
: When baptized into His death. Rom 6:3-5; cf; Col.

2:12; Gal. 3:26-27.

: How many faiths. are there ?
: Only one—with God’s approval. Eph. 4.: 4 6 ; Jude 3;

Gal. 1 :6-9; II Thess. 1:7-9. -

¢ What:is-the church ? ,
: Itis the body of Christ. Eph. 1: 22-23 Col. 1:18. It

is the house (family) of God. I Tim. 3 : 14:15.

: How many bodies (churchies) are thiere 7

: While-many re}iglous bodies (churches) have been inven-
ted and maimtaimed by mem, thiere'is only one bod§ which

* is approved by God: Eph 4: 4-6 I Cor. 12: 3‘1 Rom

12: 4.5, -

Q: What relation is. there: betweem Chmsb’s bleed'and the

>

>&]>

church ?

: The church was. purchased. by His.blood.. ActsaZ@ .28 ;

1.Cor. 6 :.12-20..

: €an ope be-saved: out of. the church ?
: No—so long as one remains out. of the: church, he

remains lost in his sins ;, he remains.a child of the. deyil.
Eph. 2:13-16; I Cor. 12:13; Il Tim. 2:10; Rom.

6:3:5; Acts 20 : 128" Rom. 5 : 8:9.
¢ Is water the only acceptable element for baptism ?
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:Yes Acts '19:47-48; Eph. 5: 26 John 3 : 5. Acts

8 : 26-40.

: Do we live today under the law Qf Moses ?
: No. The law of Moses (all of it, including the Ten Com-

mandments) was nailed to the cross. Col. 2.: 14 ; 11 Cor.
3:1-11; Gal. 4:21-31,

: What was the purpose of the Law of Moses ?
. It was added because of transgressions till the seed

(Christ) would come. Gal. 3 : 19.

: Must we, as Christians, live in a certain way ?
: Yes. We must walk “in the light” of God’s word,

growing spiritually as the days come and go. I John
1:7; II Pet.1:5-11; Phil. 1:20-21,27; II Pet. 2:
20-22 ; Gal.5:19-22; Phil. 4: 8.

: Do we teach by what we do as well as by what we say ?
: Yes. IPet.3:1-4; Il Cor. 3:1ff; ‘Matt. 5:16; Phil.

2 : 14-16.

: Is just being sincere enough ?-- - e _
: No. One must “do the will of God » " Matt. 7 : 21-23 ;

Lk.6:46 ; Acts 23: 1,

: Do men have - the right to do whatever they please in the

worship of God ? '

: No. They must do only what God’s word authorizes

them to do. II John 9-11 ; I Chron. 1-15 ; Lev. 10 1-2,

: Will each person stand before the Lord in judgment, to
~give an account of the deeds done in the body ?

: Yes. Matt. 25:30-46; Heb. 9 :27; Il Cor. 5: I-11;

- John 5: 28-29 ; Rev. 20 : 10-15.

: Was the faith ““once for all delivered” ?
¢ Yes. Jude 3.

: What does it mean to say that truth is absolute ?
: That is not changed by the mental states’ of the knowing

subject. Cf. Mk. 16:15-16 ; Gal. 1:6-9; Iude3 Rev.

-22:18-19; TJohn 4: 1.

: Can we really know truth 7
: Yes. John 8:32; ITim. 4 3; IIPet 2: 20-22 Heb.

105 26,
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Getting Acquainted With the
Church |

] Virgil R. Trout
WHY SHOULD 1 BE CONCERNED ? . =

This is a busy time. Certain words sound rither “old” and
not important to the busy schedule or the day. The word
“church” has an almost musty, stained glass, unreal tone. Why
should I bother about it ? N

However, before you dismiss the idea of the church from
your mind, remember that some things never go out-of-date.
There are basic needs that our ancestors felt that are very much
a part of us. Do not make the mistake of generalizing ideas by
reason of age or lack of age, for that matter.

Jesus Christ is our eternal contemporary. He uriderstands
your way of life. He is acquainted with your problems.- The
nature of our complex civilization is comprehended by the
- Lamb of God. Since Christ is linked' with thé churches this is
the reason for asking you to consider it.

THE OWNERSHIP OF THE CHURCH .

It is always important to ask “To whom does this article
belong ?”  The church belongs to God. It is not an institution
founded by the power of men, Note these statements from the
Bible :

““Take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the
Holy Spirit had made you guardians, to feed the church of the
Lord which he obtained with his own blood” (Acts 20 : 28).
“Obtained or purchased with his blood,” what a powerful state-
ment is this ! This blood of the Son of God has been shed to
purchase the church. How carefully then should I execute my
relationship to this ‘most expensive of all purchases. What a
privilege to be -allowed to become a member of such a sacred
body ! _ o
“He is the head of the body, the church, he is the beginn-
ing, the first born from the dead, that in everything he might
be preeminent. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased
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to dwell, and threugh him-to -recencile to ‘himsélf all things,
whether on earth or in heayen. Making peace by the blood of
the cross” (Colossians 1 :-18-26). o

The church is the body of Christ. Again God’s word
emphasizes that the church is holy, not from men but from the
Heavenly Father. '

THE NAME OF THE CHURCH
‘Seeing then that the church is the body of Christ and ‘that
" the church has been -purchased with His blood, whose name
should the church wear ? As-a name denotes ownership. it is
evident ‘that no human titleis significant -enough te grace the
church. 1n the concluding portion of his letterto the ‘Romians,
Paul states, ““All the churches of Christ greet you” (Romans
16 : 16). He was -referringvto!the‘congregations-in Christ ‘that
were sending salutations to-theirsister:church in Rome. Through-
out -the New Testament, the -church is .alway-§ identified by
name to-God. Never is a human title applied. o

THE UNITY OF THE CHURCH

We live in an age of division. Manyhave ‘concluded that
feligious divison is acceptable to iGod. While ‘dthers, both
Catholic and Protestants are serionsly explofing the possibility
of removing the division that characterizes:the religious wonld.

The crucial question is, ‘“What does the Lord desire ?” 1in
His prayer for His disciples, Jesus said, “l do not pray for
these only, but also for those who are to believe in me through
their word. that they may all be one ; even as thou, Father, art
inmeand I in thee, that they also may be in us, so that the
* world may believe that thou hast sent me” (John 17 : 20, 21).

" Directed by the Holy Spirit, Paul wrote, “I appeal “to'you,
brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 4ll of -you
agree and that there be no dissensions among you, but that you
be.united in the same mind and the same judgment” (I Corin-
thians 1 : 10). “For just as the -ibody -is .one and has:many
members; and .all:the members.of the body, though many, are
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one body, so it is with -Christ. For by one Spirit we were all
baptized .into -one body—Jeéws.or ‘Greeks, slaves or free—and
all ‘were made to drink-of :one Spirit” (IiCorinthians 12 : 12,
13).  “Itherefore,:a .prisonerfor the Lord, ‘beg you:tolead a
life worthy- of -the calling to which you have"been .called with
.all lowliness and meekness, with patience, -forbearing -one
another in:love, eager to "maintain-the-unity -of the Spirit in the
bend. of .peace.”

“There is one body .and -one Spirit, just as you were called
to the one hope that belongs to your call, one Lord, one faith,
one baptism, one God and Father of us all, who is above all
and through all and in all.” (Ephesians 4 : 1-6).

We see ‘that Christ prayed for unity, that the apostles
directed by the Holy Spirit declared that the desire of-Ged s
for oneness of those who profess to follow the Christ. Division
is‘not-approved of the Father. Christ did not purchase many
- religious bodies with different creeds, Rather He djed to
establish His church, the one body sanctioned by the living
God.

THE WORSHIP OF THE CHURCH

‘Worship is the privilege -granted -by God to man, that
enables man to come into the presence of the Holy Father to
receive special blessings and encouragements. Worship is living
on life’s highest :plane. ‘

Jesus said, “God is spirit, and those 'who worship him must
worship in Spirit and truth” (John 4 : 24). ‘Worship is to be
conducted according to the authority of God.

According to the New Testament, the worship of the church
was quite simple and completely Christ-centered. The Lord’s
supper was observed on the flrst day of the week (Acts 20 : 7.
The Lord’s supper is a sacred memorial to the One who gave -
Himself for man. Prayer and singing were a part of the worship
(I'Corinthians :14 : '1'5). The study of God’s word was practised
in order that Christians might be taught to-grow (I1 Timothy

’
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4:2; I Timothy 4 : 11-16). Giving to carry on the preaching
of the gospel, the ministry to the poor, and other opportunities
of service, was a voluntary process. No dues assessed. There
were no special money raising schemes. Members of the church
~ were commanded to give according to their prosperity (I Corin-
thians 16 : 1, 2 ; II Corinthians 9 : 6, 7).
THE ORGANIZATION OF THE CHURCH

In the New Testament times, Christ was regarded as the
Head of the Church. Can you see any reason that He should
not be recognized asthe Supreme Personage of the church
today ? '

The officers of the church according to the New Testament
are : Bishops—this word is used interchangeably with “elder”
“pastor,” “presbyter,” and ‘‘overseer.” The qualifications for
these men are found in I Timothy 3 and Titus 1. Each congre-
gation was to have men serving in this capacity as they were
qualified, according to Paul’s directions. Titus 1 : 5. The New
Testament does not mention <archbishops,” ‘popes,” of
“cardinals.” . ‘

The bishops were to be assisted by deacons. Inl Timothy
3, the qualifications of these men are presented. The preacher,
minister, or evangelist was to devote his life to proclaiming
Christ. No special titles were applied to the preachers of New_
Testament times. The word “reverend” was not applied to
the preacher or to any man. :

THE PURPOSE CF THE CHURCH

There were three great areas of work assigned to the church:
(1) To preach the gospel to the world. Jesus said, “Go there-
fore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit”
(Matthew 28 : 19). (2) To assist those who have become
Christians to grow in the Lord (II Peter1:5-7; Galatians
5:22, 23). (3) To minister to those in need (James 1 : 27).

THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE CHURCH

What did a person do to become a member of the church
during the days of the apostles ? ’
(Contd. -See Last Page)
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He was instructed that -Christ was the Son of God (Luke
13:13; Acts 17: 30 ; Acts 3: 19). Men confessed their faith
before their fellowmen (Romans 10 : 10). The believer was.
baptized for the forgiveness of his sins (Acts 2: 38 ; Acts 227
16 ; Mark 16 : 15, 16). This baptism was a burial in water
(Romans 6 : 3,4 ; Colossians 2 : 12 ; Acts. 8 : 38, 39). Thus.

people. became members of the church during the days of the-
apostles.

Baptism was regarded as a new beginning, Before the
baptized believer was a life of service and devotion, He had:
the assurance of the assistance of God every step of the way.

AN INVITATION
The church of Christ invites you to worship and to study..
Using the Bible as our guide, we are striving to follow the-
commands of the’Christ concerning His Church. We invite you.

to study with us. If we can be of service to you, please do not
hesitate to call.
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