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Family Planning
The world’s population is growing at an alarming rate'. It

has reached the point where the average person is not only
of it but must feel some responsibility of doing somea w a r e

thing about it. This is especially true here in India where
it is said that in the next century this country will have more
people than any other nation in the world, and that includes
C h i n a .

To deal with the problem then most countries have
inaugurated aFamily Planning program. This program is
well known throughout India since it is advertized on the
sides of buses, walls, hoarding boards, in the cinema houses,
and so on.

of those who wish to cooperate with this plan to limit the size
of their families.

Family planning has not been too effective here to date,
and evidently is not looked upon as playing agreat role in the
future to hold down the growth of families since it is predicted
that India's population will more than double by 2,000 and
will finally out number all other countries with its masses of
people. One of the reasons it has not been effective is because
there are so many minority groups who look upon it as being
ameans of finally wiping them out while larger groups

Clinics have been set up to handle and help all
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continue to grow. Another reason for it being so unpopular
is because of those in authority have in numerous instances
forced men in particular to be sterilized.

Perhaps the main reason why Family Planning has not been
as successful as it might have been is because of sheer
ignorance on the part of the majority of the people, just not
knowing what to do.

Sometimes the question is asked if the church of Christ
believes in Family Planning. Please be assured that the church
does not have an earthly head to speak out for or against
something. The Lord’s church consists of many congregations
and each congregation is made up of many members.
(Romans 16 ;16 ;1Corinthians 12 :20). Christ is the head
of the church (Ephesians 1:22,23 ;Ephesians 5:23 ;Colos-
sians 1;18), and therefore he is the spokesman for the church
(Matthew 28 :18 ;Matthew 17 :5;Hebrews 1:1,2), and it
is up to the church, or congregations, or members, to respect
him, take heed to the things he has had to say, and to obey
his will. (Hebrews 5:8,9). The church therefore does not
make profound statements to govern its members. Rather,
each member must make up his or her mind about such
matters, based on what the Lord has said or has not said,
and when enough of its members do this, with the result of
them coming to believe the same thing, then this produces
unity.

While the church therefore cannot give an official and
binding statement on family planning. Ithink Ican say that
enough of us would agree to the point where Ican say that we
definitely believe in, and practice family planning.

It should go without saying then that the Lord has not said,
Thou shalt practice family planning.” Neither has he said,
Thou shalt not use family planning.” Ibelieve that the

word of God does lay down some definite principles that would
certainly encourage it.

First, God said to man and woman that they should
multiply and replenish the earth (Genesis 1:28), but he did
not mean that they should over-populate the earth. Second,

( i
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it is possible that aman and awoman can produce amuch
larger number of children than even those couples tvho have
alarge number of children. Therefore, even those with large
families had to make adecision not to have more, if they
could do this, then why can't others decide to have even fewer
children? Surely life consists of more than just seeing how
many children we can bring into the world. Third, the health
of the mother must be considered. (1 Corinthians 3:16,17).
In some case.it might be better for her not to have any
children. Fourth, the Bible teaches that one must be able to
provide for his children and if he does not then he is worse
than an infidel, (1 Timothy 5;8). We would conclude from
this that aman must decide on how many children he can
support before he has afamily. For most parents that would
certainly limit the number of children that they could have.
What ashame to bring children into the world and then
force society to care for them by housing, clothing, feeding,
and educating them or for them to be left to roam the streets
and countryside as beggars and thieves. And no doubt there
are other reasons why the number of children should be kept
t o a m i n i m u m .

I t is not that we don’ t love chi ldren. That is the whole

point. We would limit the number of children because we do
love them and we want to adequately care for their needs
physically, mentally, socially, and spiritually. It is not that
we want to commit wrong in practicing family planning.
Rather, we feel that we would commit wrong if we did not
practice it.

We do no t be l i eve tha t abor t i on i s the so lu t i on to the

population problem. This is dealing with the problem after
it is already too late. This is taking life and we have not right
to do that. But there are several legitimate ways of dealing
with this matter. Those ways would be moral, reasonable,
and would in no way oppose God’s law. First, aperson may
choose not to marry. (Matthew 19 :12 ;1Corinthians 7:8,9).
This would be valid of course only if that person chose to
remain morally pure. Second, the married couple could refrain
altogether from sex. This would have to be mutually agreed
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to bu t in most cases th is wou ld no t be an idea l so lu t ion .
(1 Corinthians 7:5). Neither would it be natural for most
couples. (I Corinthians 7:2). One of the main purposes for
marriage is to bring aman and woman together in alawful,
scriptural union whereby the sex crave may be satisfied.
(1 Corinthians 7:3—5). This would also suggest that marriage
is not altogether for the purpose of producing children.
Therefore, for most people we must go on to other alternatives.
Third, there would be the rhythm method for the couple to
work with. This is where the wife recognizes her fertile period
each month and consequently the time that she must abstain
from having any sexual relations with her husband if pregnancy
is to be prevented. There are other times of the month that
she is free from the risk of pregnancy. Those who do not
prefer to use artificial preventives usually use this system. It is
fairly safe, that is, in preventing pregnancy, especially when
closely observed and followed but there can always be slip-ups
and this is the main problem in dealing with this method.
Fourth,, the husband may have avasectomy or be sterilized.
In other cases it may be the wife who will volunteer to be
sterilized. This of course would generally be done after the
couple have the number of children that they want. Some
object to such sterilization on the basis that circumstances
could change whereby other children would be wanted. For
instance, if the husband or wife died then the surviving partner
might choose to marry again, and in that case, they could be
in asituation where they would want children. This could be
done only where both are fertile. Fifth, and final, there are
artificial contraceptives for both men and women that enable
acouple to limit the size of their family. As long as these
are not harmful to the health of the wife or the husband, then
there is no reason why they shouldn’t use these to limit the
number of children they have and likewise to limit the popula¬
tion of their country and the over-all population of the
world. For example, where would the world be today had
these contraceptives not been used for the last several years ?
For sure, not one at this point is being forced to use them
but if the world’s population continues to grow during the
next quarter of -a century as it has during the past quarter of
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acentury then it may become aniust for all to use them for
the simple reason of survival if for ho other reasons.

Family Planning therefore gives the married couple an
alternative to have children or not to have children. If they
choose to have children then they can plan their family by
pre-determining how many children they will have, and when
they will have them. They can make these decisions on the
basis of their health, income, their ability to provide for their
children, the population, stability, and political conditions
existing in their country and in their part of the world.

Iwould then like to commend Family Planning to you
under the conditions outlined in this article. Surely we want
the best for our children and by planning our families this can
be made possible. Surely this is the better way to have and
care for our children. For further information please consult
your doctor or check with aFamily Planning Clinic near you.

a s s o c i a t e
e d i t o r i a i

How To Prepare To Meet Our
G o d ?

In our last issue of The Bible Teacher in an article, in
associate editorial, we had seen the urgent necessity of pre-

ourselves to meet our Creator, God. Because there is
annihilation of the soul and God has appointed for man
to die and then face the judgment, (Luke 16 ;Hebrews 9:

p a r i n g
n o

o n c e

27), therefore man must in this life prepare himself to stand
before the judgment of the Lord. The seriousness of this is
seen in the fact that there is much emphasis given in the
scripture on this subject. Apostle Paul says,
the times of this ignorance God winked at (overlooked) ;

“ A n d
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but now commandeth all men every where to repent :because
he hath appointed aday, in the which he will judge the world
in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained ;whereof
he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised
him from the dead.” (Acts 17 :30,31).

The question is, however. How must man prepare himself
to mee t God ?

Since Chr ist has paid the ransom upon the cross
for the sins of man, therefore when man humbly and
obediently submit himself to the will of God, he is thus
cleansed from his sins by the blood of Jesus Christ, (Mat¬
thew 26 :28), and have the assurance to enter into the life
eternal, the kingdom of God. (Matthew 7;21). Christ
said, “1 am the way, the truth, and the life :no man cometh
unto the Father but by me.” (John 14 :6).

Now, .to be more specific, what is the will of God for man
that he should do to prepare himself to meet God in judgment
as asaved person ?The Bible says, God wants that man
must hear Christ. (Matthew 17:5). Because God has given
him all authority. After his death and resurrection, the record
says, Christ declared, “All authority has been given to me in
heaven and on earth.” (Matthew 28 :18). Then in Hebrews
1:1,2 we have this record :“God who at sundry times and
in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the
prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son,
whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he
made the worlds.” So we gather from this that we can only
do God’s will when we hear Christ. Also, at another place
the scripture says, “But without faith it is impossible to please
him :for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and
that he is arewarder of them that diligently seek him.”
(Hebrews 11 :6). So to please God one must have faith. And
in Romans 10 :17 the inspired writer says, “So faith comes
from hearing and hearing by the word of Christ.” So evidently
one must hear Christ.

Now, what has Christ said then man should do to be
saved ?He said, we should believe in him. “Let not your
heart be troubled” Christ said, “Ye believe in God, believe
also in me.” (John 14: 1). In John 3:16 the record says.
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For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish, but have
e t e r n a l l i f e ,

his sins, to do God’s will. This is what the record says, he
said, “I tell you, no, but, unless you repent, you will all
likewise perish.” (Luke 13:3). Then we have this record :
Just before his ascension, he came to his chosen disciples and
gave them this command, “Go into all the world and preach
the gospel to all creation. He who has believed and has been
baptised shall be saved ;but he who has disbelieved shall be

(Mark 16 ;15,16). Later the Apostle Paul,

a

Next, Christ ask man to repent, turn away from5 5

5 »c o n d e m n e d ,

writing to Christians, in his epistle said, “For ye are all the
children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you
as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.” ,
(Galatians 3;26,27). Christ also said, “Abide in me, and Iin
you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides
in the vine, so neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5 5

(John 15 :4).
So, in conclusion, what do we see man must do to be saved

and thus prepare himself to meet the Lord in the judgment ?
First, one should believe in Christ that Christ died for my sins
to save me. Second, one must repent, that is, turn away from
his sins to do the will of God. Third, one'must be baptized
(Immersed in water) for the forgiveness of sins. And fourth,
one must abide in Christ, that is, continue to keep his com¬
m a n d m e n t s a s r e v e a l e d u n t o u s i n h i s N e w Te s t a m e n t .
(John 15 :10).

Are you prepared ?Now is your opportunity !

The Polluted City
by Dan Jenkins

“Woe to her that is filthy and polluted, to the oppressing
city !She obeyed not the voice ;she received not correction :
she trusted not in the Lord ;she drew not near to God.
(Zephaniah 3:1, 2).

Such piercing words !In just afew short years God’s
wrathful vengeance was to be brought on Jerusalem. Her
iniquities wet eto be brought to light as the Lord Searched

5 5
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Jerusalem with torches fl :12) ;she was about to be offered as
“the Lord’s sacrifice” (1:8); for “the great day of the Lord is
near, it is near, and hasteth greatly” (1 :14). Why would God
bring such on “the apple of His eye ?”

“She obeyed not the voice.” The tombs of the prophets
slain by her cried loudly to the ears of those who would listen-
Judah didn’t want the voice of the prophet heard among its
citizens. Prophets were still in that city, but God calls them
her prophets, not His (3:4). God still spoke to her, but she
refused to hear.

“She received not correction.” Like arim-away train, an
unbridled child, the nation had gone from extreme to extreme,
from excess to excess, from sin to sin How can sin be stop¬
ped if one will not receive correction ?
and he will love thee” (Proverbs 9:8).
it scorned both reproof and the reprover. “Reprove not a
scorner, lest he hate thee.” There was no hope for Jerusalem,
she would not receive correction.

“She trusted not in the Lord.” Read the closing chapters
of HKings and II Chronicles and look at the alliances made
by Judah to try to stand. First with Egypt, then Syria, then
Assyria ;she turned, but almost never to God. God was not
tangible, not visible ;trust in Him demanded faith and Judah
had little of that! How could she since faith comes from
hearing and she had stilled the voice of the prophets !The
nations were there, they were visible ;their chariots, soldiers,
horses and armour could be counted-they demanded no faith.
When the wrath of God came what use were they? How could
such stand against the decree of an almighty God? When
God’s servant, Nebuchadnezzar (Jeremiah 27 :6), came such
physical help was of no use. It was too late, faith was needed
many years before. It was true then as it is now. “The just
shall live by faith,” and Judah had not faith, she trusted not
i n t h e L o r d .

Rebuke awise man.
But Judah was not wise.

God was there. He
was able to help. He was willing to help. He longed to help ;
but Jenisalem had no desire for him. She needed Him perhaps
as never before in the history of the nation, yet she did not
>inow it. She could have drawn near to Him with full assurance

S h e d r e w n o t n e a r t o h e r G o d . S 5
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that He would be there, yet she did not. He longed for her as
did the Father for the p»odigal son, but she would not come
to Him. As an unfaithful wife she turned to other lovers,
to gods of gold, silver, precious stones and images of wood.
From him who had seeing eyes, hearing ears and helping
hands she turned to dumb idols, blind and unable to help.

What about us today ?Are we too failing to heed, despi¬
sing correction, trusting in that material, visible things ;failing
to draw nigh to Him. If so let us learn again the lesson from
the pebple of Zephanftih’s day. Only ruin can come from such
distress, aday of wasteness and acourse and when it comes it
will be “a day of trouble and desolation, aday of darkness
and gloominess, aday of clouds and thick darkness, aday of
the trumpet and alarm...” (1;15, 16).
such, the choice is our.

It doesn’t have to be

i i . But Stand In Awe
By John Gipson

Many of us tend to think of God as abenevolent Santa
Claus. He’s going to shower us with gifts regardless of whe¬
ther we have been naughty or nice. That’s his business.

In the first century the apostle ?Paul issued awarning to
the Gentile Christians against the dangers of pride and conceit.
They knew that they had been grafted in the tree of Christ to
take the place of the unbelieving Jews, who had been separated
from the root. But many of them were not taking the time to
consider that if the Jews had been broken off by God because
of unbelief that the same thing could happen to them.
Paul says “
if God did not spare the natural branches, neither will he spare
you.”

T h u s

do not become proud, but stand in awe. For

Perhaps nothing is more needful in our own day than to
“stand in awe” of God. Instead of doing this we tend to
illegitimately strain the mercy of God. We have such acons¬
ciousness of spiritual freedom that it often degenerates into
icense of behaviour. And we preach thd “goodness” of God
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to such an extent that many have never learned of his “seve¬
rity. 9 9

Have we never heard of the great flood which came upon
the antediluvians ?Do we willfully forget the cities of Sodom
and Gomorrah and how God’s wrath burned against them ?
Can we not recall that the Canaanites were “spued out” of the
land for their great wickedness ?And what happened to Baby¬
lon and N ineveh, where c iv i l i za t ion was anest o f v ice ?Or
consider what God did to the temple in Jerusalem because its
guardians profaned it. Will we not learn 2How long will we
stand in pride rather than in awe ?

Give us the spirit of Jacob who said of Bethel, “Surely
the Lord is in this place; and Idid not know it.” “And he was
afraid, and said, ‘How awesome is this place’ ”(Gen. 28:17).
We need to hear such words as; “God is clothed with terrible
majesty” (Job 37:22): “Let all the earth fear the Lord, let all
the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him” (Psa. 33:8);
My heart stands in awe of thy words” (Psa. 119:161). When

awe is present pride will be vanquished, for these twd can never
occupy the same ground.

c c

Are We Afraid ?
Ralph Wallis

It can be safely said that many people who need to see a
doctor are actually afraid to go. Just afew days ago Iwas told
that acertain person had been in very poor health for some
time but had not consulted aphysician because there was a
agreat fear of what might be learned. Many of us may be
inclined to follow this course, but Iseriously doubt the wisdom

While it is ture that no one enjoys bad news, it isi n i t .

equally ture that when something is wrong we need to know
it and, if possible, do something about it.

One cannot help wondering how many people there are with
spiritual ills who are literally afraid to see the Great Physician
and allow Him to diagnose their case. In visiting with people,
it is often apparent that they are unhappy and insecure. Some¬
times there is an admission that they know something is wrong
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wi th “ their” church or with their lives personally; yet when
it is suggested that we go to Jesus and His Will for
our problems, there is an immediate shying away. We are not
unmindful of the fact that knowing we are sick is at first hard
to take, but as we have already stated, when something is wrong
we need to know it. We should also know that for the healing
of our physical ills there may or not be an effective remedy;
spiritually, however, this is never aproblem. Finding the
courage to seek the Lord’s remedy and apply it in His way may
be for us the real test.

a n s w e r s t o

Afew years past it was my privilege to assist an elderly
lady in her obedience to the Gospel of Christ,
that she had been amember of achurch for more than sixty
years. Immediately after her baptism into Christ, while we
were yet standing in the water, she said,
wrong religiously for over fifty years.’-’ No doubt it took great
courage for her to make such an admission and such areligi¬
ous change, but she did it.

Yes, fear is adeadly sin which heads alist of sins in Rev.
21:8. All who come before the Lord in judgment guilty of these
“Shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and
brimstone: which is the second death.” Don’t be afraid to
obey the Gospel of Christ and live afaithful life.

S h e t o l d m e

I h a v e k n o w n I w a s

Stewardship of Talents
In New Testament times certain members of the church

received, through the Holy Spirit, miraculous gifts, such
speaking in tongues, prophecy, the power to heal, interpret, etc.
These Powers they were to use for the good of all. In refer¬
ence to this, Peter says, “As every man hath received the gift,
even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of
the manifold grace of God.” (I Peter 4:10).

We are not the recipients of supernatural gifts as they were
but God now, as always, endows people with wonderful natural
gifts or aptitudes along various lines. For instance, one has

a s
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the talent of agood singing voice; another has ability as a
public speaker; and athird has anatural gift for counseling.
The wise Eldership will watch for manifestations of such gifts
and seek to encourage each person to use his gift to the service
o f G o d a n d m a n .

What is your gift? Have you dedicated it to the glory of
God and the furtherence of that cause for which Jesus died ?
And having thus dedicated it, will you remain true to your
and not take the gift back to use for yourself or for the world ?

If you do not dedicate your gift and use it, you will be like
the man who hid his talent in the earth and let it lie unused

Cast ye the unprofitable servant into
darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

v o w

until his lord returned.
o u t e r

(Matt. 25:14-30).

FALSE SECURITY
By J.J. Tuwier

Recently Ireceived aletter that disturbed me.
from the insurance agency that Ihad my hospitalization in¬
surance with. Iwas informed that the company covering my
policy had gone broke, and that Ihad been without coverage
f o r t w o m o n t h s .

I t w a s

Reflecting back on the two months that Iwas without
coverage, Iremembered how secure Ihad felt during this period

o n t w o o c c a s i o n sbecause Ithought Iwas covered. In fact,
during these two months, Iwas approached by salesmen trying
to sell me insurance. But Irejected because “I had good cover¬
age.” (I thought).

There is aspiritual lesson to be gained from this story. It
reminds me of the false security people have relative to their
eternal salvation. Thousands are walking about thinking they

covered by the blood of Jesus Christ. They feel secure, just
But in reality, accord-

a r e

as 1felt about my insurance coverage,
ing to the Scriptures, many of these persons are lost because .
they are outside of Christ.
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Jesus refers to persons who thought that all was well in their
life but in reality they were lost. In Matthew 7:21—23 we have
s u c h a c a s e :

Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the
will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to
me in that day Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy
name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy
n a m e d o n e m a n y w o n d e r f u l w o r k s ? A n d t h e n w i l l 1

profess unto them, 1never knew you depart from me,
ye that work iniquity.”

In one sweep Jesus removes their security. The things they
held forth as the basis of their security were rejected by Jesus.
He said, “...1 NEVER knew you...” How tragic to find this
out after it is too late to do any thing about it.

In my case, 1was fortunate because 1had time to secure
appropriate coverage for my family. Spiritually speaking,
there is still time for you to make sure that you have obeyed
the Lord in the commandments that relate to salvation (Hebre¬
ws 5:8, 9). While you are alive there is time to “make your
calling and election sure.” After death it will be too late.
(Hebrews 9:27).

As members of the Body of Christ (i.e ,Christians) we must
examine ourselves” to be sure that we are living faithfully in

the Lord (Revelation 2:10). Our security is in the blood of
Christ as we “walk in the light” (1 John 1:7). This is the
ONLY ture security in aday of uncertainties and insecurities.
We must be careful, therefore, that we don’t forfeit it because
of unfaithfulness (Galatians 5:4).

Don’t take your security for granted —Check it out—it may
surprise you at the results. False security is like counterfeit
money, it may get you by for awhile, but sooner or later it will
let you down when its genuineness is examined. Don’t wait
until it is too late. Have asecurity checkup today. You will
be glad you did.

C (

6 i
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Church Discipline
by Ray Peters

There should be more teaching and preaching on church
discipline. As one of the books on the subject of discipline is
entitled, “The Forgotten Commandment,” so it rightfully can
be called. Yet, it is aplain command, “Now we command you
brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you with¬
draw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly and
not after the tradition which he received of us” (II Thess. 3:6). '
Nevertheless, we see that this is aneglected command. As a
result of the neglect there have been many erroneous ideas that
have arisen in connection with discipline. Some brethren feel
that discipline is not possible, that it is impractical, and even
unnecessary, or at least optional. Aconsequence of this attitude
is seen when members quit attending the services of the church,
their name is just dropped from the rolls, and brethren say.

Well, they have withdrawn themselves from us”! Nowhere,
does the scripture intimate that members are disciplined when
they stop coming and so-called “withdraw themselves.” This is
but an effort to shun the responsibility of disciplining those who
need disciplining. Too often those who quit for awhile decide
to come back, they “slip in”, never publicly repenting of their
sinfulness and the first thing one knows, the brethren, if it is a
man, have him leading in prayers and serving the Lord’s Sup¬
per! But when discipline is practised by acongregation, scrip-
turally and properly, some are always ready to criticize. “They
didn’t do it right, or. You should have visited more, and You
all are so mean and cruel” and on and on ;and thereby making
the sinner amartyr.

THE MEANING OF CHURCH DISCIPLINE

It is doubtful if many really understand what the word
discipline” means. To some it may mean; to withdraw, an

abusive use of power, or something that is not to be mentioned.
The word “discipline” involves more than simply to “with¬
d r a w ” . Acomprehensive definition of discipline is.
ing” which corrects, molds, strengthens ;“Contral” gained
by enforcing obedience to order ;“Development” by instruc-

U T r a i n -
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tion and exercise. There are three key words involved in that
definition :(1) Training (2) control (3) development. The
Greek is “Paideia”. In Heb. 12:4-11. It has the meaning of
training the soul of adults by holding in check the evil desires”.

There are four thoughts that are involved in the application of
discipline ;(1) Instruction to the church and this instruction is
based on God’s word. (2) Exhortations that these instructions
be obeyed (II Tim. 4:2). (3) Rebuke and Admonition that disobe¬
dience be turned away from. (4) Punishment in the form of cor¬
rection if all of the previous have failed and the cause of sin is
not turned from. The above elements are based upon the inspir¬
ed statement of the Apostle Paul in II Tim. 3:16, 17. Discipline
is that given by the members of the church to each other, it is
designed to bring every member to completeness in God’s sight.
Discipline by the church begins in the classroom, training and
developing, the young and old alike. The pulpit is very im¬
portant as God’s word is proclaimed to mold, to correct, and
to strengthen members of the church. When one veers from
this training and instruction, they are to be exhorted to return
to these teachings, and if this fails, astronger rebuke and ad¬
monition is employed, and if none of these are successful, then
punishment in the form of withdrawal is administered.

B I B L E I N S T A N C E S W H E N D I S C I P L I N E T O B E U S E D

Church discipline is to be administered at all times to
all the members of the church. It primarily refers to training
in the Christian life. (Matt. 28:20).

Correction means to restore one to an upright position
of life and character. The new Testament sets forth several ins¬
tances when correction must be exercised :(1) When agrievance
against abrother who sins. (2) Go to him alone. (3) If not
successful take one or two with you. (4) If these fail tell it to
the church. (5) If all is for nought then count him as a“pub¬
lican or heathen”. Secondly, correction must be administered
to those who corrupt the doctrine of Christ (Rom. 16:17, 18).
This is the duty of Christians and is not optional. Thirdly,
when one violates the commandments of God they need to be
corrected. (1 Cor. 5:1-5). Paul, through inspiration, says, “To
deliver such aone to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that
the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus”. The

e c
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Corinthians, had conveniently overlooked and let the situation
go on with no effort to admonish the brother and correct the
situation. Paul says, “Therefore put away from among your¬
selves that wicked person.” (verse 3). This serves as an example
of any type of act which violates God’s will. Lastly, those
who fail to “abide by God’s word”. (II Thess 3:6) embraces
all who fail to walk righteously. It includes those who are
“negligent”. On this we have been most negligent!! Many
deliberately neglect the cause of Christ and seldom aword is
said to them. This is especially true in regard to those that'
quit attending the services. This is aplain violation of Heb.
10:2.5 and is sinful, and if one does not repent after being
visited and encouraged to return, the action of “withdrawal” is
not optional but obligatory.

To some the final act in discipline, the withdrawing, may
seem hard and un-Christian. It isn’t, but rather is an act of
love. It is an effort to save the soul of the sinner (I Cor. 5:5).
Jesus had many “hard” sayings (John 6:60), and as aresult
“many” of the disciples left Him. Jesus did not change His
sayings nor His tactics. Just because there are brethren who
don’t like “withdrawing” does not mean the Lord is going to
change His command. Even if the one who is withdrawn from
doesn’t come back, it is still God’s command and doesn’t
invalidate the practice of withdrawing.

R E A S O N S W H Y C H U R C H D I S C I P L I N E I S N E C E S S A R Y

One of the main reasons is to maintain the purity of the
church. The apostle Paul was admonishing the Corinthians
about not practicing church discipline, set forth this principle
that, “a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump” (I Cor. 5:6). It
is aprinciple of growth. Leaven spreads slowly but surely until
influenced and affected the whole cake or whatever it is put in.
The same principle holds true with sin. For this reason, God,
through His word urges purity (II Cor. 7:1; Heb. 12:14). When
sins are committed by members, and if they are not corrected
or repentance is not obtained quickly, the effect of those sins
are soon detected in the members. This influence may be by
example or wor lof mouth. When one goes unreproved of sin.
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Solomoa stated in Eccl.others may feel they can do likewise.
Because sentence against an evil work is not executed8:11,

speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in
them to do evil”. Discipline is to be implemented right away
lest it influences others and the one guilty of sin becomes
hardened. The church has the responsibility to maintain
purity. This principle is recognized in society because we have
prisons for those that violate the laws of the land, and if they

not disciplined for wrong, then everyone else would go and
do likewise ;it is practiced in business with the practice of boy¬
cotting, because if abusiness is guilty of malpractice, people
withdraw their business and do no business with that company;
it is also observed by our nation and other nations in the prac-

becomes anatura l ized c i t izen

a r e

tice of deportation, if aperson
and then violatas the standards of this country they can be
expelled from the country. The same responsibility rests upon
the church to reprove, admonish the sinner and then excom¬
municate if all efforts fail.

Another reason for church discipline is that the erring
Paul stated, “that the spirit may bemember might be saved,

saved in the day of the Lord Jesus”. This clearly should be
the motive behind discipline. When one is impenitent, fellow-

Where words have failed,ship must be withdrawn from them.
of the church often avails. This finalthe “universal action'

step often shocks one into the realization of their sins and
The withdrawal mustimpresses upon them the need to repent,

be observed by the whole church, otherwise the procedure is
ineffective. If only afew observe it, the sinner will think that

of the members are mad at him and will not repent.s o m e

It is not aquestion of liking or disliking acertain person, but
rather aprinciple of obeying the Lord and His command¬
m e n t s .

to maintain the respect of theDiscipline is necessary
world. This by no means suggests that the church of our Lord is

Peter staged, We ought to obeyto try and please the world.
God rather than men” (Acts 5:29). The apostle Paul observed,
“Not as pleasing men, but God which trieth our hearts (I Thess.
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2:4). There are many honest people in the world who know
what is morally right and wrong. The church of our Lord
Jesus Christ must have the respect of the world if it is to be a
“converting” church. The church must set agood example to
the eyes of the ever-present observator. Of course, examples
aren tguides in religion, yet, one cannot deny the power of
examples. Sin in the church causes the people to lose respect
for Christ and his church. Paul rebuked the church at Corinth
for allowing the sin of fornication to go unreproved and said,
such fornication as is not so much as named among the

Gentiles, that one should have his father’s wife. Things were
being done by this one who claimed to be aChristian that even
the heathens wouldn’t do. We cannot for one moment be
conformed to the world, but we must be transformed. (Rom.
12.2). Therefore, the church must ever be vigilant and active
to maintain purity and to “keep himself unspotted from the
world” (James 1:27)^

THE PROCEDURE TO BE FOLLOWED IN ADMINIS¬
T E R I N G D I S C I P L I N E

First, an effective program of teaching and guidance i~
the service of the church. This involves having our classrooms
in the educational work of the church

i n

occupied by
teachers that are competent, qualified and sound in doctrine.
Apreacher who preaches the “whole truth. A l l o f th is over¬

seen by qualified elders. (I Tim. 3). The key to this program
of teaching and guidance is to have elders or members to
quickly encourage and admonish one of those at the first sign
of negligence.

When the procedure of teaching, encouraging, and admo¬
nishing fails—withdrawal. In observing discipline (Gal. 6:1)
is to be observed. The action of withdrawal is not to be the
result of rumor, suspicions, or from listening to Pharisaical
members. The word “overtaken

scene, specific knowledge for reliable testimony”. Pray that
the impenitent will turn from theiF'sins, but if one shows a
hardness of heart and won’t repent, we are not to pray the
Lord will forgive the impenitent. (I John 5:16).

Fellowship is to be withdrawn if all effects of visiting,

means, “to be caught at the
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reproving, exhorting, etc., fail. The scriptures do not require
that we talk and reprove forever; Titus 3:10, “A man that is a
heretic after the first and second admonition reject”. Warnings,
rebukes, and exhortations sometimes are not strong enough
measures for those set in their sinful ways, and it takes the
stronger measure of withdrawal to shock them out of their lost
c o n d i t i o n .

Letters are to be sent to the ones to be “publicly” with¬
drawn from and also to other congregations informing them of
the action. The other congregations are to honor and uphold
the action and not welcome into fellowship and harbor the sin¬
ner, but rather rebuke him to go and make restitution of his

with the congregation from which they were disciplined.w r o n g s

There is and has been aproblem in this area of disciplne and as
aresult of this, congregations are not in fellowship and the
sinner goes unreproved.

II Thess 3:14, 15 points out that there is more to with¬
drawal than getting up and announcing the withdrawal.
Each member is to avoid association or fellowship with the
person or persons. But if this person is amember of one’s
“fleshly” family, complete disassociation is impossible. Paul
was referring to “spiritual” fellowship. At the same time those
in the “fleshly” family should use every opportunity to encou¬
rage the withdrawn to repent and not let him or her feel that
you condone his actions. The average person will repent before
the measures are to be taken. If one repents .the church is to
accept him or her without ridicule or snobbery, ll Cor. 2:7,8.

Words of L i fe
QUESTION :What is so good about the “Good News” that

people keep talking about ?
ANSWER :First, for the Bad News !(1) Satan is real and

very active. (2) The world is full of problems caused by Satan.
In one word it is called “Sin”. (3) Not one of us has been
able to live above sin—we are ALL sinful. (4) Where God
dwells there is no room for Satan or sin. Aplace has been
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prepared for Satan and his workers called Hell. (5) Death for all
men is imminent and certain.

Man with all his inventiveness only gets deeper and deeper
into trouble. And with all his medical and scientific knowledge
he cannot make man better nor give one factual answer to life
beyond the grave. This is adark picture, but true.

However, the picture changes. There is light !There is
Hope !This is what we call the “Good News”. (1) Though
Satan is very real and powerful, there is one more powerful—the
Son of God has come into the world. He has the power
(Matthew 28:18). (2) Though the world is full of sin, yet Jesus
can save each person from sin —His blood can cleanse every sin
and free every soul (I Peter 1:18-19). (3) Though we can never
live so that we can stand justified before asinless God, Jesus
come to be our Justifier (Romans 3:23-25). (4) Heaven awaits
those who are justified in Jesus (Philippians 3:20-21). (5) Death
is no longer atomb of fear (1 Corinthians 15). Because of Jesus’
Resurrection we now have hope of real life beyond the grave,
eternal in the heavens.

We have aSaviour who daily walks with us, bringing peace
in the midst of suffering and eflicted. He is our High Priest
who continually helps us and cleanses us. As our King He leads
us and protects us. As our Prophet He speaks to us through
His word. When our last enemy has been overcome the Good
Shepherd will lead us through the Valley of the Shadow of
Death—there we shall dwell in the House of the Lord forever.

THIS IS GOOD NEWS !

How can you have all of this ?Read the prescription of the
Great Physician—(John 3:16; Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:37-38;
Romans 7:3-4 ;10:9-10 ;Galatians 3:26-27). Follow directions
carefully, the Physician knows best.
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Worship—Fellowship With The
Lord’s Supper

By Shelby G. Floyd

Both the Jew and Gentile were to have fellowship in the
spiritual things of the gospel. (Rom. 15:27). The Lord’s supper
is one of the “spiritual things” in which they fellowshipped.

During the time when Jesus ate the last supper with his disci¬
ples, he took the unleavened bread and the fruit of the vine, and
established amemorial meal commemorative of his death, burial
and resurrection. He stated that he would not eat of those

elements again until it would be fulfilled in the kingdom of God.
(Lk. 22:14-30). When the kingdom of God was established, the
members ate the Lord’s supper on the first day of every week;
they were stedfast in their fellowship with the breaking of bread.
(Acts 2:42; 20:7).

In the church at Corinth, there were some who not only
wanted to eat the Lord’s supper, but they also wanted to have
fellowship with idolatrous worship by eating at the table of
devils. In order to correct this situation, Paul, taught them
several things :first, he strongly urged them to flee from idolatry
(cf. ICor. 10:14) ;secondly, he stated that their communion
with the blood and body of Jesus Christ pointed to their unity
in the body of Christ, the church. “The cup of blessing which
we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ ?The
bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of
Christ ?For we being many are one bread, and one body :For
we are all partakers of that one bread.” (I Cor. 10:16-17).

When the members of the church of Christ meet together and
Partake ol the fruit of the vine and the unleavened bread, they
have fellowship with the blood of Christ, and with the body of
Christ. They have fellowship one with another and with God
in eating the Lord’s supper. In ICor. 10:16, the word
nion is found twice in reference to the blood and body of Jesus
Christ. It is from the word koinonia, which means to have fel¬
lowship, association, communion, community, joint participa¬
tion, and in 1Cor. 10:16, it refers to our fellowship in the be-

c o m m u -
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nefits of Christ’s death. (Thayer, p. 352). When we gather
together and eat the Lord’s supper, it reminds us of the salvation
we enjoy because we have obeyed the gospel and received the
benefits of the death of Christ. (Eph. 1:3,7).

First Cor. 10:17 states that all of the Corinthians were one
bread and one body :the reason being, they were all partakers
of that one bread. Those who are members of the church of

Christ and who partake of the one bread in the Lord’s supper
are also one body. Therefore, fellowship w'ith the Lord’s
supper points to the unity of worship and the unity of the body
o f C h r i s t .

The word partakers in ICor. 10:17, is from nietecho, a
present active indicative verb, and it means to eat the one bread;
therefore, the members of the church who absent themselves
from the services of the church on the first day of the week, and
fail to eat the Lord’s supper do not have fellowship with the
body and with the blood of Christ as Christ intended for them
to have. They are forsaking that fellowship by forsaking the
assembling of themselves together ;and in failing to observe the
Lord’s supper, they fail to have fellow'ship w'ith Jesus Christ in
observing his death, burial and resurrection.

In the third plac;, Paul used Israel after the flesh to illustrate
that all who eat the sacrifices of an altar are partakers in the
worship of that alter. “Behold Israel after the flesh :are not
they which eat of the sacrifices partakers of the altar ?” (I Cor.
10:18). All of the Jews ate of their offerings and sacrifices of
the altar, which indicated they were in fellowship with the wor¬
ship of that alter. In ICor. 10:18, the word partakers is from
koinonos, and means that the Jews who ate of the sacrifices
offered on the altar became partakers in the worship of the Jews,
(cf. Thayer, p. 352). Therefore, if the Corinthians ate the

!sacrifices of the altars offered to heathen gods, demons or spirits,
they were having fellowship with idolatrous worship, inasmuch
as those who eat of the sacrifices arc partakers of the worship
involved in those sacrifices.

In the fourth place, paul, emphatically affirms that achild of
God cannot eat at the Lord’s table and the table of devils. It
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would be inconsistent for achild of God to do this, “But Isay,
that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to
deyils, and not to God: and Iwould not that ye should have
fellowship with devils. Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord,
and the cup of devils; ye cannot be partakers of the Lord’s table
and of the table of devils.” (I Cor. 10:20-21.) What Paul is
simply teaching here is that no man can serve two masters. .
(Matt. 6:24.) Since man cannot serve two masters, neither can
he be involved in the worship of God and the worship of idols
and be pleasing to God. Paul’s argument is simply that if one
eats the sacrifices of heathen and idolatrous worship, then he
fellowships that worship. And since the heathen believed that
in offering sacrifices upon their altars they were propitiating the
anger of evil spirits, for one to partake or eat of their sacrifices
was to have fellowship with their worship, with their doctrine
and with devils. In ICor. 10:20, the word fellowship is from
koinonos, and means to be apartaker or sharer in anything. In
eating the sacrifices of idolatrous worship, they would have
fellowship with devils because the devils were the object of the
heathen worship just as God is the object of true worship,
(cf. Thayer, p. 352).

In vieiv of the above stated arguments, what can be said of
those today who want to have fellowship with instrumental
music in the denominations ?To participate in denominational
worship is to have fellowship with denominational worship.
One cannot have fellowship with the Lord >and with denomi¬
national worship.

An Open Letter
Dear Unisex,

Who are you ?Boy W o m a n — I c a n ’ t

tell by your hair, apparel, vocation or language. It is Mrs
G i r l M a n

Ms— or just Person ? 1 no longer can pick yau out of the
c r o w d .
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Isuppose I’ve lived too long :Ican not only remember
when hamburgers were adime and cokes anickle, but Ican
even remember when awoman l ooked l i ke awoman and a
man really resembled aman. Now with all our ‘social pro¬
gress,’ Ican only say, ‘Hey, you !’

I’m now told that the word ‘lib’ means equal second tc
none. Women of the world are preaching the gospel of libera¬
tion. Freedom has become the watch-word of our nuclear age.
You tell us that freedom through feminine lens means :‘Do
your own thing; breach the shackles of domestication ;
crack the molds of ancient and antiquated structure ;liberate
womankind from men, kids, parents and self-restraint;
break the barriers of domestic responsibility ;and soar

go solitaire.’

You would have us believe that you can now soar to the
stratosphere of emancipation individuality, and newness where
the air is bouyant and beautiful. You tell us that in freedom’s
third heaven no male world can suffocate you with old tradi¬
tions that impinge upon your rights. Your voice from freedom’s
ethereal dome pontificates ‘no strings, no contacts, no molds,
no conditions and no repercussions.’

Unisex-you may think you have snapped the old, tired,
social chains of exploitation. You may now think you can
have money, freedom, fulfillment and identity. But, there is
one thing you can’t have on your newly discovered roiountain :
G o d .

fly

You see, God cut the original molds for humans. Jesus
extolled God’s loving wisdom when he asked, ‘Have ye not
read, that he who made them from the begianing made them
male and female ?’ (Matt. 19 :4) God could have decreed two
men or two woman ;instead he made one of each. So the
first humans were not all identical, ginger-bread men ;not
identical paper-doll cut outs ;the male and female were equal,
but different in nature and roles. These physical, emotional,
and life-style differences were dictated from the jjeginning by
aloving Creator and not by the mindless masses of apast
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culture. Heaven implanted in woman her uniqueness and no
‘enlightened age’ can cross the barrier or change the rules of
the game without loss.

Woman is uniquely woman. Look again at your power on
earth !Woman is inherently endowed with feminine qualities
of tenderness, beauty, charm, intuitiveness and sub-limation.
These hallmarks of womanhood are to be reflected in her hair
(I Cor. 11:15), apparel (I Tim. 2:9-11), attitudes (I Pet. 3:1-8).
submission (Eph. 5:23-25) and domestic role (1 Tim. 5:14).
Woman’s unique, feminine qualities complement man’s mascu¬
linity and provide her with refreshing fulfillment. Only when
you reject your uniqueness will you fail !

God’s imprimatur upon woman’s unique nature, role and
fulfillment is stamped on Timothy’s teaching when he penned,
“Let woman learn in quietness with all subjection. But Ipermit
not awoman to teach, not to have dominion over aman, but
to be in quietness. For Adam was first formed, them Eve. And
Adam was not beguiled, but the woman being beguiled hath
fallen into transgression.” (1 Tim. 2:11-14).

Woman’s subordination is grounded upon the creation :
‘Adam was first formed, then Eve.’ It is further grounded

‘Adam was not beguiled,
'Thus, order of creation.

upon the fall of our first parents :
but the woman being beguiled
history of sin and the innate nature of the sexes dictate the roles
and relationships at the human level ;no intellectual com¬
munity nor social revolution proponents can successfully
change the signals. Woman is different in her constitution and
G o d ’ s .

God’s chain of command must not be broken “But Iwould
have you know, that the head of every man is Christ ;and the
head of the woman is the man, and the head of Christ is God

For the man is not of the woman ;but the woman of the
man ;for neither was the man created for the woman ;but the
w o m a n f o r t h e m a n . ’
s t a t e s a m a r v e l o u s t r u t h : “
m a n . ”

(I Cor. 11:3, 8-9) The Holy Spirit
the head of the woman is the
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Submission does not relegate woman to an inactive, insigni¬
ficant doormat. To God submission is woman’s glory. The
example He gives is that of the church being subject to the rule
of Christ. Far from being degrading, this is the church’s glory.
God didn’t decree this law of wives being submissive to their
husbands (Eph. 5:22-23) because he had agrudge against a
woman ;on the contrary, He established this order for the
protection of women and the harmony of the home. He means
for awoman to be sheltered from the many physical, emotio¬
nal and spiritual encounters of life. (I Pet. 3:7). Scripture
knows nothing of the 50-50 democratic marriage. God’s order
is 100-100. The wife is 100% awife-the husband is 100% a
h u s b a n d .

Unisex :The choice is yours. You can freely choose the
submissive role of awoman. God honors not those who cling
to their ‘rights,’ but those who choose freely to obey Him.

‘A good wife is far more precious than jewels” (Pr. 31).
Where ahusband fulfills his loving role in God’s order (Eph.
5:25) and is not harsh with his mate (Col. 3:19), then bis
wife’s submission to him becomes afountain of mutual love and
devotion—a thing of surpassing moral and spiritual beauty.

In AMan Called Peter, Catherine Marshall tells how her
late husband tended to put women on apedestal. She quotes
the following from one of his sermons :‘Modern girls argue
that they have to earn an income, in order to establish ahome,
which would be impossible on their husband’s income. That
is sometimes the case, but it must always be viewed as a
regrettable necessity, never as the normal or natural thing for a
wife to have to do. The average woman, if she gives her full
time to her home, her husband, her children i f she t r ies to
understand her husband’s workto curb his egotism while,
at the same time, building up his self-esteem, to kill his mascu¬
line conceit while encouraging all his hopes, to establish around
the family acircle of true friends I f s h e p r o v i d e s i n t h e
home aproper atmosphere of culture, of love, of music, of
beautiful furniture and of agarden If she can do all this,
she will be engaged in alife work that will demand every
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ounce of her strength, every bit of her patience, every
talent God has given her. the utmost sacrifice of her love. It
will demand everything she has and more. And she will find
that for which she was created. She will know that she is
carrying out the plan of God. She will be apartner with the
Sovereign Ruler of the Universe.’ Talk about aremake from
the old Proverbs 31 version !Unisex :that’s woman-power !

So, if you will accept your unique position as God’s woman,
then you will find love in marriage, honor among men and
happiness and fulfillment in life.

The ‘liberated’ are building their own tower to heaven.
God will yet confuse their lives as well as their tongues!

Copied.

My Home Congregation
Unto the Lord and His church, in every place Iam under

solemn obligation as achild of God and member of the body
of Christ ;but to my “home” congregation Iam under special
obligation. As amember of the local home assembly, wherever
Igo Iam affecting the total influence of that congregation.
How may Ihelp my home congregation and what should be
my desire for the church from which Iexpect so much for my
personal needs ?The Following suggestions are made to help
us individually and the congregation collectively ;

1. Iwant my home congregation to radiate awholesome
influence in the community. Therefore, Iowe it the
example of good life (Matt. 5:13-16). This automa¬
tically involves discipline that brings proper attitudes
toward self, others and God (Titus 1:11,12).

2. Iw’ant the strangers who enter the doors of the meeting
place to feel at home needed and greeted. Iwant them
to feel that spiritual needs will be met and will return
to be apart of the Lord’s family. Imust not stand
back and stare, get in my own circle for visits, or wait
for other members to greet them (Hebrews 13 :2).

3. No congregation can make progress without faithful
and efficient leaders. To the end that our leaders may



2 8

be strong and more efficient, Imust give them my sup¬
port. Imust be willing to cooperate in every way
(1 Timothy 3:13; Hebrews 13 :17;.
My home congregation has financial obligations.
Whether Igive or not, these obligations must be paid.
If it is right for my home congregation to work for the
Lord and pay its obligations each week, it is right for
me to give each week. Though circumstances may
force me to be absent at times, my contribution should
find its way to the treasury.
The very existence of any congregation depends upon
the attendance of members. Iwould not have my home
congregation or the Lord’s body suffer or perish because
of my lack of interest in the opportunities to assemble
(Hebrews 10 :25).
Iwant my home congregation to grow for the Lord :
therefore, Imust take advantage of every opportunity
to win souls to Christ (Proverbs 11 :30).
Iowe my home congregation the very love of my heart
and dedication of my being so that it may be amonu¬
ment of Christian influence to God’s glory.

4 .

5 .

6 .

7 .

S e l e c t e d .

Ingratitude; AGrievous And Ugly
F a u l t

By Joe Goodspeed

Shakespeare was surely right in speaking of ingratitude as
biting more sharply than aserpent’s tooth.

Paul once warned of coming grievous times. He said,
“Man shall be lovers of money, boastful, haughty, railers, dis¬
obedient to parents,” and then he went on to name some other
hideous traits, such as, “unholy, without natural affection,
implacable, slanderers, without self-control, fierce, no lovers
of good, traitors, headstrong, puffed up,” and on and on he
went in the passage. (II Timothy 3:1-5). He pictures some of
the sorriest and most miserable personality traits known to man.
Surely, any times that include those traits are grievous troubled
times. Yet, along with those other qualities belonging to terri¬
ble times is that of being unthankful (verse 2). In God’s eyes
unthankfulness must be about as bad as you can get.

In Romans 1you have apicture painted of the end to
which humanity can go—an end that results even in God giving
up on certain people. It is said three times in Romans 1, “God



Y O U R AT T E N T I O N P L E A S E !

Radio Sri Lanka Broadcasts
ENGLISH—The Voice of Speaker :Reggie Gnana-

s u n d a r a m .

All correspondence should be sent to The Voice of Truth,
Post Box 3815, New Delhi 110049.
Sundays~10 :15 to 10 :30 P.M.
Tuesdays—9 ;30 to 9:45 A.M.

HINDI—Gospel Speaker :Sunny David.
All correspondence should be sent to Satya-Susamachar, Post

Box 3815, New Delhi 110049.
Tuesdays —9 ;00 to 9:15 P.M.
Thu rsdays—9 :00 t o 9 :15 P.M.
Fridays—9 :00 to 9:15 P.M.
Saturdays—9 :45 to 10 :00 P.M.

TELUGU—The Voice of Tru.'/i—Speaker :Joshua Gootam.
All correspondence should be sent to The Voice of Truth,
Post Box 80, Kakinada 533001.
Sundays —2 :30 to 2:45 P.M.
Mondays—2 :30 t o 2 :45 P.M.
Tuesdays—2 :30 to 2!!45 P.M.
Wednesdays—2 :30 to 2:45 P.M.

TAMIL—The Way of Truth—Speaker lP. R. Swamy.
All correspondence should be sent to The Way of Truth.
Post Box 3301, Bangalore 560033.
Tuesdays—5 :30 to 5:45 P.M.
Thursdays—6 :45 to 7:00 P.M.
Fridays—6 :45 to 7:00 P.M,

MALYALAM—The Voice of Truth—Speaker :John Chandy.
All Correspondence should be sent to Church of Christ,
Thevally, Quilon-9 Kerala.
Tuesdays—3 :45 to 4:00 P.M.
Fridays— 3:45 to 4:00 P.M.

ALL ARE ENCOURAGED TO LISTEN
Bible Correspondence Courses and Christian Literature

are available in these different languages from the addres
l i s ted . s e s



Regd. No 26921/71Postal Regn. No. D(S) -188

(verses 24, 25 and 28). P a u l t h e r e m e n t i o n s9 ?

gave them up...
such sins as idolatry, homosexuality, wickedness, covetousness,
maliciousness and murder. Certainly not avery good crowd.
And yet, along with those heinous characters we find these
words: “Neither were they thankful.” (verse 21).

Many years ago, an itinerant tinker in arural area knoc¬
ked on adoor and asked if there were any pots and pans he
could mend for afee. The lady of the house found afew and
paid him after he finished his work. Before leaving the traveler
showed an uncommon interest in one of the lady’s house
plants, and seemed really to admire it. Thinking the flower
would be an encouragement to the man, she gave it to him and
even prepare asandwich for him to take on the way. Later
that evening, as she and her husband were driving their wagon
down the road from their farm house, what should they see
there beside the road but the flower she had lovingly nourished
and cared for, then unselfishly given. It had been thrown to the
ground, its roots exposed. The tinker had been interested only
in the metal vase.

Let us hope the Lord does not look at us as those who
merely interested in the vase, the material rather than the

life, the soul within.
Some know no reason why they're born
Save only to consume the corn.
Consume the flesh, and eat the fish
And leave behind—an empty di^h !
Lord thou has given us so m«ah. Wilt thou grant us one

thing more—a grateful heart.
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