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= meets at :
i ’ - E-10/B, Defence Colony
B (Near Andrewsganj Bus Stop)
‘New Delhi.
Schedule of Services -

__ Bible Study ) :
Sunday Children’s class) 9.30 AM

Worship ... .. 10.00 AM.
Evening service - ... 5.30 P.M.
Wednesday—Bible study ... 6.00 P.M.

~FREE OFFER !

our readers more than 40 books Free !

‘books. Send at :
Box 3815
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B(')»ok Of The Month

our address, giving your fall address,-

“Sermon Outlines With A Message” wntten
by J. C. Choate. :
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To attend the services of the church of Christ which

Church of Christ

(C-22, N.D.S.E.II)
New Delhi-110049.
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Send a postage stamp of Paise 25:~ only:_at

will send you a copy of the book of : thxs month, . j
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RECEIVE MORE THAN FORTY BOOKS ! T

To help you to build your own library of
Christian books at your home we are offering

To receive this offer of excellently written
Christian books we ask you to send us by M.O.
Rs. 10/- only to he]p us to mail you these
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| “Be Not Unequally Yoked "

T RIS UV IR IR Bs Y fharl - . -
o o Together™ - vt
107 1God has, always forbidden, his peple tg, inter-marry, with,
these.of the world-or with.. unbeligyers.. (Exodus 34 : 6). The.

reasoh. for. this, was to keep them, pupe individually. _For them,
to enter into such marriage telationships, . there would . be the;}
riski-of - therh -being vinfluenced . to.-go off after, idols and thus,

fonsa - generation. to rise- up who. knew not ‘God. Another,

! i
-----

reason; why. (God: frowned on mixed masriages was to keep his,
peoplespure and wholé:as a npation. - Hg.;knewv,that +if warnings,
weie ‘not .given" and :precautions were not ‘taken then they,
would soon be swallowed up by other nations.; One of the
classic ,examples in the Bible of what happens when this is

done is the story of those who  ended “up_ in speaking the
language of Ashdod and therefore being cursed of God. The
;f_r‘bphé_t‘fiﬁ’eliémiaﬁ"w'rbte,""‘In" those days also'saw T Jews that
had fhatried wives"of Ashdod, of ‘Ammon, and of Moab :
And théir children Spake half *it the ‘speech ‘6f > Ashdod, and
CoHI® nbt speak 'in’ ‘thé Jews''language; butaccording to the
language of each people. - ‘And . I:icontended -with them, and
ctirskd “ them,’ aid -smote cértain of‘thems:and plucked off their
Raii, a%id made fhien swear by God, saying, Ye shall not give



your daughters. unto their sons, nor take their daughters unto
your, sqns, or for yourselves. Did not Solomon kmg of Israel
sifi by these thmgs ? yet among many nations was ! ther s hio kfng'
like him, who was beloved of his God, and God made him king
over all Israel: nevertheless even him did outlandish women
cause to sin. ~ SHall 4. then ﬁea‘rléen udté! youwr'to’ do all this
great evil, to transgress against our - God in marrymg strange
wives 2 (Nehemiah. 13 : 23-27).. S -

-~ -Likewise;-in-the-New- Testamen&andm«ehedchmtlaﬁ age;
the God of heaven .again warhns his peopfe that they should ‘not
become entangled with the soms and daughters of the world
in marriage * Pa_gi ‘said, <“Be ye fiot unequally yoked together
with unbelievers : for what fellowship hath righteonsmess with
unrighteousness? and what communion ghath light with dafkness?
And what concord Kath ‘Christ with Béilal ¥ er“ vhat pt{r% hath
he that believeth with an infidel ¥ And What dgreement hath

the temple,of God with :idols 2 for_ ye -are, the temple. of the
living God as God ‘hath sald, T will dwell in them;, and walk
in them; and I will be them@qé and they shall be my people.
Wherefore come out from among t‘h’em, and be ye separate,
Salth the Lord, and touch “not -the unclean thing; and-T will
receive you, And’ 'will 'be a'Father unto you, and ye shall be my
sons and daughteré saith the Lotd ‘Almighty.” (2 Corinthiaxs:
14-18). " Thete’ are £hi0K6 whio “thirik that while ¥he-state..
meni saying that ‘we'- should not be unequally yoked together
may have reference to busihess, and such like, that it would
not necessanly in¢lude marriage.’ But the marriage relation
ship is one of th¢ strongest and-most binding bonds. that’ one:
can enter, so why wOuld it not he meluded 2. Let us notlce

some thmgs about’ thls

1 Bemg unequally yoked together wou]d 1nclude any
L relatlonshlp where the Chnstlan ﬁnds it dlﬂicult or
.-¢;  impossible to remain & Chnstlan in that partxcular

;1. circumstance, The yoke refers to the age old tradmon

. -of binding animals Jogether for 1 the purposc of, wqumg
#i . them.. The: idea:;ds that. each:is .to, .pull an, equal
"wu . amount of weight.. -, But if.two dlﬁ'e:ent types of ani-
i+ -mals.:were used, with-one being larger and the other

-small; then it-would be. an unequal yoke. In that case
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.‘the. smaller tahifial would hof be able 'ttf pull its share

i 1 of the. weughbuand 80 it would bevery diffiéult for it to

‘~continue ‘'without having ‘to>suffer. The- 1ésson being

i -drawn-from this is that/if you ‘have a Cliristian being

- .yoked -with .4 person --of the world in business, then
_the non-Chistian may force many things'enthe Chris-

.. tian that he would not -have to bear ‘hdd:he chosen a
. ,Christjan partner.:. For. instance; the ! non-Christian

. might choose to.be dishonest,-stay open om.:the Lord’s
Day, and :50 on, and thereby force the Christian to be
involved in thingsthat dre - not.Christian.:‘The same

*  _thing s true with a Christiam marrying ainofi«Christian.

Once thé marriage: takes. plate' then the: Chifstian is at
the .mercy of the ‘non-Christian. - Theinon-Christian

. may not want his companionto attend: worship. When

children arei born, he may insist: thatthey become
members -‘of :vhis church .or teligion. ‘Bven beyond
that, the non-Christian ‘thay influence the' Christian to
the Point that he or- she :bédo'mes unfaa‘ﬁhful to the
Lord: Gt UL P :

To. show hqw unw1se 1t is- fo,r on; to.be "unequally

yoked together w1th the unbehever ,Paul asks these

questlons, “For what fellowshlp hath righteousness

with unnghteousness ? or what communion. hath light

) thh darknes$ ? And what concga:d “hath. Chrlst with

Behal ? or what part halth he that belleveth with an

'Alnﬁdel ’? And whiat’ agreement hafh the tempie of God

- with iddis ¥ In’ ‘other” WOrdéA thigfé is'ikt o way for
‘the Ch‘ristlan to' ‘énter intd 'such reléitioh’éhfi)s or to be

© yoked together w&h ‘an unbehevef i1 Bilsiness, marriage,

or‘any other smnlar rcumstafice, without” ‘being put

‘£ 4 an- unfair position ‘and’ thus' to ‘have' to-suffer the
- “gventual’ censeqhences Tt ig true that céaSwnally it

* seerns - that - ofie ‘{5 able 3 sutvive Sich - an ‘ordeal but
what ‘about 4l ‘of the many‘hases that reélﬂ‘ESJ in disas-

" ‘ter ? For éxamplé, from. timeto fime you max hear of
a ' ‘Cliristiai ‘marrying 4'non*Christiap @nd thién for the

Christian to convert'the pafther, “but"tHeré” are many

li'many’ other cases where £he ‘Chiistian ot only failed to
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-convyert his or her companion: byt . $he - masriage either

ended ;in -disaster or the Christian and children became
lost to the cause.of Christ. All of this is to say again

~that we just cannot entangle ourselves with- unbelievers,

‘especially where we become yoked: togethér or where

bonds are: made as in business and marriage, without
having to suffer the results that will surely follow.

- The Lord says that we should come out from among

them and. be separate, that is, if: it is: ‘possible to do so.

~ That does not mean .that we ‘should break up our

marriage even with a non-Christian. . Just here it

should .also. be pointed out that a Christian can defini-
‘tely'marry a non-Christian and in doing -so then that

marriage contract is as binding in. the eyes.of the law
and in the eyes of God as those marriages that are

entered into by Christians. - The onlything, where a

couple are unequally yoked together, as already pointed

.out, the Christian puts himself or herself in a very
difficult position that can be very painful. That is

specifically the reason the Lord warns against such a
mixed marriage. But once the marriage contract is
made then the Christian must ‘cry to ‘deal with the
problem as bést as he o she can. It may be that there
will be no " difficult ‘task to convert the mate but this
is generally 1Ot the ‘case.’ When problemis therefore
arise, the Christian must put God first. 'As a Christian,
he or she must not only think of self but if there are
chlldren involved, then they must also be taken into
consxderatlon. But by putting . God first, that is, by

trying to remain a faithful Christian, then he or she

may run the risk of the unbelieving companion leaving.
his family. In that case, unless there was unfaithful-

.ness.on the part. of the unbelieving, companion, then
the Chnstxan is left without a companion, with no
o rxgh,t to. marry in the future, and with chlldren to try
- to brmg up in the nurture. and admonmon of the Lord.

+ So from this one can see some of the problems, frustra-

tions, and comequences that may come from a mixed

mamage. That ‘doesn’t necessanly ‘mean that if a
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L. Christian marries a Christian that there will never be

-;:any problems but it does mean that one can.. hope for

_.,a much better marriage where both are Christians. For

. ' sure, ,the possibilities of . it being successful are much

V il o BFeater in. this case. There are enough problems with

... both bcmg Chrxsttans, with both havmg snmxlar back-

o Otounds 4n_economics, educatxon, race, nauonahty,

and being compatlable in other areas. Certainly it is

not going to help to add to those problems for a
Christian to marry one who is not ‘a Christian.

Other problems arise, however, in dealing with these
matters here in India. The church is still very young and the
miémbers are few in coparison to those of other religions and
éven “otheér churches. So what do young people do about a
companion when there may be few or none of their ‘age or
liking : that they can choose from to marry. Or what do pa-
rents do when they are looking for a companion for their son
or daughter when there seems to be no Christian available for

this purpose ? In such cases, I would suggest the following :

1. If it comes down to the place where a person of another

* faith must be considered” for a marriage companion,

ik - then be sure to give suﬂiéfen_‘-t' emphasis to the spiritual

side so that some solution'can be found. Try to

" convert this person that is being considered for marri-

“iage. ~Arrange time for some Bible ‘Study. Encourage

‘him or ‘her to attend the meetings of the church. If

“'you are successful:in coverting the party theh you may

‘ .proceed with your marriage plans. ‘If you are un-

< - . successful then it would. be better to consider another

::  person. But whatever you do; do not ‘weaken and

. o marry a non-Christian. If you do then you may well

i suffer greatly because of 4 rash decision. It would be

better to spend your life without a companion. than to

. ..spend your life in torment with one and then to ﬁnally
1, zbelost for all eternity. 3

«.. 2. As parents; if you are looking for a compatiion for

7 yout sori or daughter, you should likewise seek out one

..it ~rwho is-a* Christian or one that can be taught and con-

it Uvyerted befofe the marriage ‘takes place. This can be
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wd isudone, ~and will be -done, ‘if ‘you:are ‘really ¢oncerned
1rabout the spiritial- ‘welfare of your-son’ or daﬁghter

”NéVer assume that the unbehevmg comiparlion can be

fut conVerted after mamage “This’ mls’take has been made

A “' mény fimiés to the sofrow of ‘the’ Chnstlaﬁ “The time

o to change oné rehgnously, or ¢ otherwise, is before marri-

g Onice ‘the mamage has taken p]ace then in most
‘ cases 1t is too late.

4, Never Lty s tp force the non-Chnstlan to become a

Christian, Do mnot . offer a .bribe or:resort..to other

1 1,-tactics to win over. a person. Neither shonld that

.. ..person glve over to- th,e wishes of the Christian just to.

... . Please that person. Rather; if there s o be a conversion

- ..-then-it should be based on the: teachmg of God’s sword

-1 and a sincere. desire,on the part of the one, ‘being: taught :

4+ - - to know.the truth and to obey God. Only then w1ll it

“-prove to be worthwhile andlasting: RRPET 0

S. But what do you do when the parents are not. Chrlsfians,

+, ,and they are seeking .2 companion for their son or

-daughter who,is a Chrlstlan ? .In that, .case they would

not n,ecessanly care if their child married . a. Christian

~or -pot.. They, might even .prefer..that their: son or

; daughter marry. .a.nen- Chnstlan or.:one of their own

.. religion. It is therefore up to the Chrlstlan young man

-, Or woman to. insist that he.or she marry a Christian

- only . This . may . _pose some: problems but:for.the sake

. ofa. happy and; productive - Christian companionship

i+ then‘every effort possible. must-be put forth  to. have a

;Chnstlan marriage instead.of a.mixed marriage. Pray

..to ;the Father for help:, Talk tothe members of the

+;i 1. .churgh about: this -preblem.-, nSurer/'wuh the ,help of
< 'God:some solution ¢an be: found.': 4

v .6, Understandably, in these situations »it“fg ‘more- difficult

for a Christian young woman to werk out thiese prob-

. lemsthan for a Christian- young, man. - But -with' the

.+ help;.of. ‘God, :the Christian: woman can find.a way to

-, 4 WORK thesgiproblems out so she :can :have a :Christian

. marriage. As suggested : earlier, pethaps she. can turn



: . to.other members. of the church:for help., and . gnidance
_..in. thesg, matters:. But; it.is even more:important here
.. in India-for her to marry; a-good: Christian man because
.-... onee she is married. then her lusband will be: giving
. Jeadership -for her.:and the.children and-if le is nota

' Christian then this can:lead to her.spiritual’ destructton
:» and -the same. for her children: It is certainly not

" desirable foria Ghristian man to. marry a non-Christian
-but at least he may -have such an‘influence on: his
wife and family that it is'possible 'for them ‘to- be-led
to Christ.” Again, the  better. way, and the way with
..- the' least: problems, is:: for ‘a Chrlstnah to marry ‘a
' Christian;: - NS

*Yoting people, pleasé give heed to’ ﬂie ddvice glven in this
article, and Christian parents;’ Tét me pléad with you to bring
your children up'according to the- teachmg of” the Bible' and
thén put forth-the necesdary ‘éfforts to see that-your children
marty those of like faith. * How'Wonderful atid beautiful it'is to
have a Christian home;.: This:can more nearly-he assured when
a Christian' marries a Christian}' * . ..p iscons .

T IR E RN brace

du‘o r zal

ool e

G@od News

How lqng, has 1t begn smce you heavrd a good news ? .

PR A

heard u ? A}'e you qull lust A hq,ppy today as yqu wexe» that
day ? Perhaps not ! Because the happiness that the. world:
brings to us, no matter how big it is, it lasts but for a httle
while, But.do you know wpat “GooqﬁNgws” I am, going. to give
to you ?. Yes, to yqu ! . Becapse - this good news, this gaspel

......

is fot YOU! A,nd Iam going; to, give you the Good News:.
that is great | Which will bring to you everlasting happiness,
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and"it ‘will grow-and ‘will become"a fountiin ‘of etertaljoy !

5 iBut Please wait !> What kind of odd:iews>do you like
to hear'?.. Suppose, if I tell you.that I ‘can: let:iyou know a
- great: secret’ that’ll.-help you to become world’s richest person.
Will you-bei notexcited iito ~heat - aboat something:'like that ?
Perhaps you':need :a job:! .And 1 -come and tell youithat I can
help you.to get' a comfortable, mice;  ‘well: payihg ipermanent
jobs Now, will .you not be really happy:to-know abont that ?
Orj perhaps, you are:sick; perhaps you arg very: very::seriously
sick, -and I comie to.you with theé good news. that:I kiow a very
fine:treatment for your illness which will help::yeuw get better
immediately; Will you not be greatly pleased to hear such a
good news ? What are your problems ? What: are..the things
that you need.? Suppose, if I. come and.tell yoy. that I can
solve all you; problems and dlﬁicultxes; if Lt«;ll you that I ;.can,
provnde for your every need whatsoaverw- -suppose, if. Ia come
to you with this kind of a good news, ~how_ happy,, an¢ glagd,
yon wxll be ! Yes, no doubt, -yon. will certainly. be much bappy...

- Burt wait awhile.!-Here [ want to ask you a -question; /A/!
Vefy very important question ! Because this particular.question:
is of life and death. Because this question involves YOUR
VERY PRECIOUS SOUL ! Listen carefully : “For what will
a man be profited, if he gains the whole world, and forf 'ts- !ns
soul ? Or what will 2 man give in exchange for hls | Ped
you hear ? Yes, Jesus put this 1mportant questlon b )
almost 2000 years ago. And: I am agkmg ; “todﬁy th é Very
same question. LN '

Do you know there is nothmg morc 1mportant and pre-
cious and valuable in the whole world than your own soul ?
How much do you think you are going to; hve more upon this
earth ? Fifty years ? Or perhaps seventy years ? But then what
will Be of your soul ?“Where will be the eternal’ abo&e of “your
soul after death vihen it departs fromi ‘the botly 7 in‘ Tidhveri'7!
Ot; in hell? Have you ever: sel-’?é)usiy’ ctmsidefed thié quedt‘lon 9!
Please ‘think ! -

* ‘The fact is, and there is ‘no’ “doubt’ 'a’bout it thaf every
person ‘before God is a sififier: "And, *therefdﬂe every’ ihdxﬁdua‘l‘
will* g perished because ' of “hi’”own 'sitt ‘and inujulty “No”!
amount of wealth and pOWeI‘ put together onhis Wm'ld c&ﬂ“

J

K2R R Ao i :
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save a soul-from- being pensjre@ It is thierefore,, Jesus has
said, “For wha.t w111 a.man g"_‘e in exchange for“fns soul 7

2
i

Sol ask you once agaln after you have senously consi-
dered this question, what Wil be the real, “host important, good
news for every person today ? What will be the miost impor-
tant -and ‘wonderful gospel for you today:? Will it not- be the
o That telleyou that all'your sins and iniquitiesi can: be for-
given; and. your soulcancbe saved from being perished, and:you
catt have.the eternal life, the gift of 'God ? And-.listen, '1 am
going to give you:thisivery Good News 1. Are you, Jlistening ? :,

The Holy Biblé says 2 “Fot God'so foved ‘thié world; that
H@gwe' His‘only begotten Sofy that- whoever belxeveSt An hlm
shdum not perish but haveseternal lﬂ’e : -

o A,nd “For whﬂe we were strll nelpless, at the nght tlme
gmst dlgd for_ thie ungodly For, one will hardly die_ for a
nghteous man : though perhaps for the good man someone woulc’l
dare even to die. But God demonstrates Hls own love tovyard
us, m tfxat valnle we were yet smners Clmét dléd for us bl
: R s R :

ands, is: 1t really not the wonderful ;Good News Eor all
of tosﬂehat God:spiloved each one of us;that to.save us from:the
consequences of our iniquity and to redegm us; from the- bon-
dage. of sin,  He sent His only begotten Son Jesus Christ into
the.world, who took all our sins gpon himself, for God: made
him. 'te beisin on. our behalf and, allowed h1m todie on-the
crossifor-our sins, so that we: mrght become righteeusness - of
‘God in’ Hnn? ceove L el

If }'ou beheve in_this wondérful Gospel and Wani‘ g 0
g;.now what you should do ta be saved then open, your Bxble
and read. Mark 16:16 And Acts 2 38 or wnte to us for a free
Bible correspondence course

'in

e T .
Coaby: e
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Smorkmg, Drinking;-Drug: AMeﬁv-b,
and Chnstlan Youth' s

VT EN TN By Joe Wv N‘ﬁho's : - ’Ii(~“ ddﬂ
Introdnctmn TR Gty e G e
.The+subject: ‘of smoltmg, drmkmg, wnd drug ,abusens enc
that is not: likély to be: exhausted: . by preachers;;-and Bible
teachers. - Since many : of our! youngipeople. want the. rtruthon
the subject; the following ' discussionis offered . for thew cbnsi-
deratioti-as youig Christians résponsible:béfore-God, : i .o

W!ly do:people Smoke, Drink, and use Drugs, 2oy

' In-¢oming to an understauding, as to.why- pepple smoke, and
abuse themselves with alcoholand drugs; we must cqnsxdg}ﬁpp;st
the. questlon “Why do they. start P’ The majority of adult
users say. thaut; fhey began their abusg in youfh and s1mply never
quit the habit. Let us fry to understand vyhy a young p@
wouid begm such hablfts o s

Young people oftep ﬁn . emselves m unhap,py surrounci
ings with the desire to be popular and accepted——not Just
ordindry, but outstanditig' in: the crowd, i+ Form:by..disappoint-
fridnts, ‘fristeations, and strenwous -competitiorh they: tura to
“helpers”. “Tnstead - &f Self-i distiplitie:"and ¢hatacter” bulbding,
many times they seek “what “the ‘World ‘offers tb brfi&’ge ‘the” gap
frott disconténtment to desited happiess. - Mary drdp out>6f
sdciety ; others'set but for gréénef igrassithoping to find a'better
world somewliere else. Somérplot.a revolutien - to: wovetthzow
the present society—tear down, destroy and kill;: but: have
nothing better to offer in ats ,p,]ace -To a. lesser extremg some
turn to“s/mokmg, drmkmg, cursmg, dope ‘and’ other"crhzes in
order to ‘ﬁﬁ ‘the gap for distinction. "Fe%W thére are Who %ifl
undergo the strenudus task of changmg " the' dwhkes’a‘i‘l&J nﬂ]ffé’d—
santness of self and world, one step at a time.>" <1 99 #IGi

This frustration, we conclude, is the reason many vices are
adopted and practised by a great number of our young people
today. In such a state, a younglady isled to believe that
lipstick, a tight skirt, an emphasized bosom, or a cigarette will
make the difference in being outstanding and socially accepted
rather than being just a wall flower amidst the crowd. The
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young man thfﬁks ‘thiat ’ dhnkm@‘mtdxncants o §sing ﬁi'ofaﬁity,
smidking, or gétting involved: with' sharijubiia or drifgs will make
i ‘differerice in his popularity. -A‘gidnt step from childho6d
f-narhobd 'is thought to be brldged by a c1garett’e a beer;: of
@héfmkdngofsome detg, o ini i e e
I b exctises ot ‘such habits afe 'miiny : the rest of the crowd
does it, it gives glamour and sdphlstléa'tron or’ one must do 50
o be-acképted-by/the crowd, and parentsiforbid it.- One “eut of
evéry three high-Sehool students sroke. - Fifty’ percent of ‘the
nation’s teenagers are regular - ‘smokers by dge V efghtedn
Everyday about 4,500 or more of our youth light up their.fizst
cigaretig. Beer drinking 3 and drug abuse aﬂ'cct .over half of high
58h991 apd col}egg students pnd ;s,;r jnereasmg at an. alarmm,g
rate,. . g prdb e fipern ‘;-.' E s
ST N TR A wha,tlswrong ENTHNR A
viake o w1th smokmg, alchohol, and, q;ug abuse
afl p . from. the-bealth standpoint. 2 . T TR PP PRY
The 1964 Adv1sory Committee appointed by the surgeon
general of the Public Health Serv1ce in U S A has glven a
e@ﬁvmemg report on smokmg‘ AL R

‘I‘here isa. conqectlpn petween smok;qg and lung cance;,
chronic ‘bronchitis, emphysema cpronary, artery dlsease, as wel,l
as a 70 percent death rate

ERR AN : EE
4 ﬁ}ed sxge eﬁbcts are : shortness of bneath,, ,throat u:rxta-
tlons chr ﬂlqjeoulgh, loss of appetite and reduced stamina, -
Aﬁ'ected also is learnmg capablllnes, vitamin . “C”. - is
destroyed in the bogy (necessary t9 ward off disease), ,gh;ldren
‘bréathe and form cravings from the smoke and others break out
in a rash,

ﬁéerDrmkmg ' B oo . A,
Beer contams the. narcotlc alpphol whlch 1s ,hablt fermmg as
well asharmful to the body .Begr drinking leads to drunken-

'ness whlch is sin (Galatla,ns 5,21), “..sthey: who ; ptactme sueh
thmgs sha]l not inherjt the Kingdom of God.” -« .= i

., Besr eontams the namtlc Lupwlm whlch dﬂﬂs the senses

: ften thls leads to “, stnfe, Jealomsms, wa:aths,. . enVyms”
(Galatians 5 2-21). “Be not deceived. . .nor drunkards. . . shall
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inhent the ngdom of Heaven.” (I Cor. 6:9-10), ... ..
. Beer ysually. gontains -many chﬁmwal additives, ,whwh can
I;apm the bady-by causing “allergic. reactions,”, “heart glssgise
. %gastric irritation,” “liver. damage,” respiratory .failure,” and
“kidney impairment.” Paul states pertaining . to “drunkenness
‘and. such were some of you : but ye were - washed :Qu; ye
were sanctlﬁed (I Cormtluans 6: 11) L
+.- 1 ¢‘Beer; drlnkmg is the open door through whnch ma,ny young ’
people enter to be forever shackled by alcohol.” quuor gan
wreck,a life as well as a home.. - : R BT
Smokmg Man]uana TR coes Tl

Smokmg marquana deﬁmtely affects natural functions 6i"the
bbdy. The eyes -are affected and visioh is-often distortdd’
Dryness of the mouth and throat are an after affect. Nortnal
judgment is affected and the user often reacts slowly and with
poor judgment.” A< large ma]orlty of youngsters who start
experimenting with' ma.n;uana Iater becéme hooked on hard
drugs.. . ¢ R pl TeTE g
Drug Abuse o ' o i e

Drug abuse involving amphetammes and barblmates has
become a national threat. This is mainly because hard drug
Usérs must satlsfy “their ever-cravmg ‘habit and to do 50 they
tuth t6' ¢timé for’ mofietary suppodrt. - -

The drug abuser is affected. physncally and mentally b h1s
‘habit.  His liféistylé is altered- dréstlcally Stlmuiants aﬂ’ect the
major organs of the-body, which in’ turn cause'] ltferyness, irri-
tablllty tcnsibn, and unclear speech Further aﬁ‘ects are dl;alat-
ed pupils,” “dry mouth sweatlng, heatdaches dxarrhea, and
paleniess. "

Barbituates or “goof balls” mildly depress the actxon of t@p
nerve of the body which, consequently, aﬁ'ects the “skeletal
muscle “and: heart muscle “The heart’ slows down and ‘the
‘bregthing 'is’ altéred.' ' The blood pressure is lowered Users
:are most often irritable, angry, and quarrelsome C’onfuswn,
slurred speech, and staggerinig usually result. a

-Qne ,terrible part of drug abuse :is in the language ‘of the
abmer, “the monkey on.my back.” He is: always there demand-
‘ingp attentlon rand satlsfactlon “To satisfy the hablt is costly
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in terms" of money, family, frrends, hfe and' ﬁndlljf. tb,e
soul.’ o .
Another consideration is that the use of drugs Wzthont a

physreran S prescrrptxon 1s 1llegal upon convrctron cames a Stlff
penralty

Such reports reveal the serrousaess of adopnng sneh habits
and should deter any young: person from any further conSrder&
tion. ofsuch : R _" ‘

But you say, “It’s my Lnfe Isn’ 1 it” -

It has been said, “to rndulge ourselves today wrthout
thought for others is to squander, our tomorrows, ” What _you
are today is the result of a lot “of other people 5 mterest
Every being is’a product built socrally by others : parents,
preachers teachers, artrsts pohcerrieh ancestors and on’ and

mould and are seekrng a return on his invéstment. Ng man’ is
an island—what we do, the thing§ we say; our very appearance
will affect the lives 'of a lot of people. 'The decisions made
today will affect a Jot of people tomorrow. ~ Soap: perfumes the
ain, auto. fumes contaminate, a.morning smile "catches on,
cursing - -makes - bitter life’s way:- The’ school dropout, - the
alcoholic, the smoker, and the addict are destined  to affect the
lives of many people. Because of such, many children will'be
marmed uneducated, under . nourished, and unppvepshed
eres wrll be robbed of husbands in life’s golden years::
chrldren of fathers and grandchildren of grandfathers - because
some ,thought that their lives belonged to 1hemselves SRR

What does the Serrpture Teach "

As children of God our lives are turned over: to I—Ilm by
choice for instruction and guidance,, To reject Divine direction

is to refuse grace, mercy and love and hinder our own . personal
_well-Bemg -

Faul said, “I heve been crqclﬁed wrth Chnst and xt Isno
_longer 1 that live but Chrjst liveth in, me : and that life which
I now hve, in the flesh I live in farth ‘the faith, which is.in the
Sqq of God, who loved ‘me, and, gave himself, up fox,,me.,
(Galatlans 2; 20)
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- . As Christians, our lives have been given aver to Christ, and
we liké Paul are to say it is no longer I that live— Christ is
living in me and through me, ° o .

_ Paul further states, “or know ye not that your bady isa
teriple of the Holy Spirit Which is in you, which ye have from
God ? And ye are not your own ; for ye were bought with a
price.: glorify'Gad - therefore in your: body.” (I Corinthians
6:19-20). In-thelight of this scriptyre, God is to be. glorified
in our body. What we say and practice and the appearance we
display are determining factors as to whether God will be glori-
fied in our bodies or whether Wwe have'become a &ishionor to
Him. A L D

“Let us cleanse ourselves from ajl defilements of the flesh
and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.” (I Corin-
thiaus 7 : 1) Anything that makes filthy and pollutes, and tends
to corrupt the body physically is sinfal and is to be put away and
forever abstained from, e

..~ We have but one Jife:to live in our earthly bedy and Ged’s
children are to use it in fear to. the glory of God.

~“:Peter states, “Beloved 1 beseech; you as sojourners and
pilgrims, to-abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the
soul.” (IL Beter 2:11). Any vice thatcauses us. to be.less spiritual
in;conduct-and example . toward others is :warring against the
soul and is:a detrement to life eternal. - R
- 'Paul'exhorted all to ‘“dbstain from every appeatance of
evil™ | (T Thessalonians 5 : 22). Peter exhorted " elders, “But
making yourselves ensamples to the:flock.” (I Peter 5:3). Any
responsible person in aspiritual position of guiding others
must of necessity be careful in pattern of practices that others
might follow. s SRR P
Conclusion : :

. ‘We should not ‘be disillusioned’ into thinking that all our
dissatisfactions and unhappiiiess of self and’ surroundings can
be corrected in a day. ~ Neither should we look to the world for
our ' remedies, God i$ “the “author 'and finisher of our faith
*th&'pi:igh:ChijiSt, the Master of outr lives. Our responsibility is
td! conform to' Chtistian principles: Christianity, to us, is’ the
best'way. We travel this way but once,’ and life is ‘beautiful

i3 T6r el M
ot

i
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only to those that through toil and patience make it so.’

- .Inthe words of the inspired writer, “I beseech'you thére:
fore, brethren by the mercies:: of God, to present your bodiés a
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to; God, which: is your spiritual
service, and be not fashioned according to this world; but bé ye
transformed by the renewing . of your mind, that ye may p?oifé
what.-is. the good and.- acceptable .and perfect will of Ged.”
(Remans 12:1-2) “If then ye were :raised: together with Chtist,
seek the things that are .above, where. Christ is seated on the
right hand of God. ‘Set your mind on things that ate:abové,
and not on things that are upon the earth.” (Colossians 3:3).
To those who Persist in evil Pragtiges . ; -

“Wherefore God gave them. up;in the lusts of their hearts to

do uncleanness, that their bodies should be dishonored a,mong
themselves ” (Romans 1: 24)

~ Have You Wondered
“About The
Thousand Year Relgn"

By WN Jackson )

‘:.‘I .

* Perhaps many who read this will” not be familiar, wrth the
word “Premillennialism,” but they. will be famllrar with .the
doctrine thus identified. Indeed, most in the Protestant reJLgl-
ous world are exposed to premrllenmal teaohmg, and the great
majority of the men who occupy. the pulplts in the .sectarian
world are evangelists for premrllennralrsm ‘We hope, in this
brief article to define term and to grve Blble references for the
refutation of the doctrinie.

The Doctrine of Premrllenmallsm -

Thrs system has to do with teachmg about the: next comlng
of our Lord, and in particylar with the: establishment of .His.
kingdom upon this earth., The word “premillenpialism™ is
made up. thusly; “pre means “before”, “millennial’? medus “a
thou!sand years’’; and “ism” refgrsito ‘‘doctrine,” or: “system.”
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Hence, the doctrine that teaches that the Lord will ‘return to
this earth before the establishment of - His ‘kingdom -upon- ‘this
Planet. ' Proponents of this teaching insist - that the Lord will
retyrn to this earth, set up His :kingdom, and rule with his
saints in-a thousand-year era of bliss; While the Bible: teaches
us, that the  Lord will appear one day, and- that the Lord has a
kmgdom, and that the saints‘are citizens in that kingdom, the
system known as premillennialism takes these triiths and.creatés
a;man-made doctrine in conflict with plain Bible teaching. : This
i§ not surprising, since it has even been Satan’s tactics:to ha,ndle
the Word of God deceitfully. '(2 Cor. 4:2). i

Many ‘Bible: References: -*
ST I S E A ToTlie ngdnm,

The nation-of Israel was, of éotirse, famlhar with the. system
of kings and kingdoms. All during the ltter | part of the Old
Testament, God’s Drephets peinted to the. coming of the Savi-
our, and identified Him as a King who would set up His king-
dom and rule over it.. Isaiah pronused that He would be a
Governor and that the natire of His’ kmgdom would be that of
peace. (Isa. 9:6,7). . x

As the -New: Tes‘fament Opens Iohn came Wlth the message
that the kingdom “‘is at hand ” (Matt. 3:2) and Jesus began,
His ministry with the same message (Mark 1:15). Called the
“King of the Jews,” (Matt. 2:2). Jesus acknowledged, this
fadt before P1late (John 18:37), He had just made . the.point
that His kmgdom was not of a worldly sort, but spmtual (v.36).
This is a vital point, for the fruth on the matter of the return
of Christ, the estabhshment of the kmgdom, the thousand-year
perlod ‘and the dxsposmon of the samts durmg the extent of the
k‘i‘ngdom hinges oh the nature of that kmgdom

The Identnfy of the ngdom

As we just saw, both John and Jesus spoke of the kmgdom
being “at hand” "Ouar Lord told some of hxs own generation
that they would not sce desth until they also saW the kmgdom
come‘ w1th power (Mark 9 ‘I) hits ce'rtamly told them that
{he kingﬂt)mJ in whatever: form would'c come in that generatron
In ‘Miatthew i 16%18, 19 Jéslis® uséd ' “the terms ““Kingdom’ ahd
“Hureh? intierchéngeably ‘He stated that' He would build" the
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church and thav@eter would: be givedl thé'keys of the Kisgdom '
We follow:Peter: theough . the gospel retords) iand -hbls ! hag
when: He:preached ‘the:méssage of the resarrected Lord ih Acts
2,kthose !who obeyeﬂ the'y gospel‘ weie saved a*dd”éd td thé chiifchi
69 47) vvvvvvv 15 ¢ e u e U

We can also follow the word “power” whxch would be a
stk of- the ‘conimg kmgd’om “The'Lord Has promlsed thts in
view of Sotiie 6f his'oWn Léenepa’fion T 3 ‘agosﬂes were told
béfo&"’ Pthé Lord’d aseénision; that t they were to wait in Jerusafem
until “theyo recdived ‘pOwer -fibth’ o' High’ (Luke 24; 49) ‘Luke
reminds s 8Fthat’ ﬂrom‘xSe, ideﬁr&tfymg that power ay “the bap-
tistn - of ! the- Hoty‘Spn‘r{ (A’cts 1:4-5, 89, wheréby these’ apostles
would be witnesses'of the’Lord unto all“the ‘éarth. We_ note
that: the poweér catie bfi the'Didy of Pentécost. (Acts 2‘1‘43 and
that theithurch was the injtitution-established’ ori'thid déca‘sdh
(v 47). The kihgdom ‘was to cOifé with'’ power, and theé ; poWer
madeipossible the mess&g'e whic& resulted in the esfahhﬁhmtnt
of the charch, . = . ..ot T
iitiSurély : this trath is ‘femforced by Piul’s dec]%ration that
there is just one body (Eph. 4: 4), and he had earher 1dent1ﬁed
thatibody-as the church (Eph: 1:22, 23). Paul and'the mémbers
of -the -church -at-Colossae:: wéte’ in - the kangdom (Col. 1:13)}
and s6 weré Johi 'and-thosé Wh8 recsived the‘Revelatlon eplstIe
(Rev ]'9) We mlght 4lso” no‘te%a’t among those Wlth John m
the kmgdbm were members of Seven dxﬁ‘erent congregaglons of
the church of the Lord (Rev,, ciaapters 2 and 33 Indeed, there
1s one body, tbe church tPat church is the kmgdom that Jesus

ronnsed to bmld ahdllt came mto be,mg nea.t:ly 2,000 years
ago, in Act$ 2. It Jtherefox;e I1s not Future, as : premillennial
teachnng has it. Smce the kmgdpm 1s 1Flent1ﬁed as the church,
and smce the church is the Lqr}d s body (Col 1: 18 ‘Bph,1:22,
23), q, spmtual mstltutlon, there is no Justlﬁ,catlon for.men
takmg promlses concem}pg the kmgdom and lookmg for actual
fulfllment by events upon thls earth, Co

Regardmg Premlllenmahsm 'S Pomtsi

L. Unfulfilled Old Testatert p’roiﬁh@éfés Feiis salc‘I "fﬂmﬁ
“hiotithat : [-aft‘come; to destroy fhié 1awof the' prdpheis, Tam
nbt: come to' destroy but to futfill. {Matt. 5:17). As He fulfilfed

S O
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the R?QPBF%W songesning himself;i 8o his kingdom,;: :ori chiarchiy
fulfilled the (Qld Testament-prophecies.iThis is soy e¥en though’
we, amight, aotibeoabletn sep the fulfillment;in the mqst thinute:
detail,; , Remembgring that. the.ehurchyis a:spiritual . institution;.
we see that premillennialism’s error is in expecting literal,
earthlz fulﬁllment

cvog bow adt welldd s diss W
12 Ngw h%vens, m;(w eagth. Premillennialists - gite 2 Bater:

3 13, where this langu age is ;ngd; and then look for 3 Tenew:-,
ed Pianef Earfh as ful Eillmem The G,reek wo:,d for ‘‘earth’y
he,re gs used of “earth lan g,l:gyind gountry, ,a;n;l swold,” xam!«
more would have to. be given than n just, Hhe word iearth’.to, -
depote thxs . Planet. Bu; e Lqr,qx had -promised; that «hiy
own wopld be with hxm in “tp1e ,Father s house.”..(John! 14::-2,
3) Paul stated\ that we “ML .at-the end, rise: tp .eyer-bi¢ with
the Lord “Anuth@ air,”: {1 Thess. j4.:,17) ;;Peter says;that our
mhe&-l}ance is rgserv(ed for,ug in hep,vex; (1 Peter; 1 1. 4), and he
aJso, stages that this: earth, - and all, things , therem ate. to., he
burned up, dlssolved (2 Peter 3 : 10,11). Clearly, :then; we isée
that the Lard.and the righteous.. w111 not Lbﬁ upen this, earth
after his next appearing. . . S il

3 vaelatlon chapter 20 Thls 1s a favpnteg tem of the
premlllﬁngla[hsus, yet _it; cehtams, ng peint peculiarto; that dogy
trine. Thﬁ;}‘ cite- thls passage.tp make the: point;that-the Lord’s
own Wlll r.elgn w1th JDim. a thoysand, Vears,. verse 4,-but thﬁy :
have to misuse the verse to . Bt thegr pomt across, . Note
Versé 4 carefully “Jolin saw "ot al] the rlghtfousﬁ ’bup th,e
soils of ‘thbse “béheaded—-ﬁxe m Ini the, sape verse
and’ of these"” martyrs Jo'hn s" 2 he saw qhein !wmg Yand
i‘eigmhg with ‘Chiist's’ thousand years, He is qlmply sqymg that
dm‘mg‘this ‘Christian- dxsbeﬁsatlo‘n he saW the martyrs elevateﬁ
twrergﬂ with Ghrist' -hnd’ t‘hu's ‘t‘hose pf us yet here in this’ agé

Lbé*~n’:neotn‘aged/t’hafﬁ:fur 1aBbur s’ no‘t‘ i véih‘-' W’é‘hﬁ"vé
hiope of ‘one ‘day ' belng ‘foh’Chns‘t and we e assufeﬁ in
this by the fact'that JoHn: s‘aiw the martyrs with the Tord. “Thetd
is no indication at all that ‘the relgmﬁg was upon ‘the’ eérfh
They were with €Cligist 137 .ozl gaihe
Premllle%mahsm Abuses the Qhurch O el i

. The doctrine. quremqle;a;mahsm skmplm@aakes the:church
an aﬁter thought and 3. substitute, armngement; brought-inby
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God as in aw lnkl{qggl t ?agl jthat the
church §%5 fiaké known the v f‘oTtl Wisdomof God accord-
ing to the eternal purpose., which -He gugchased in Christ (Eph.

3:10,11). One must beHeve the ‘Bible, or the premillennial
theory both cannot be4igheiv duil

”Aga‘iH“iS?ehll%ﬁhia?hsnf ﬁﬂ:e’s’ kmgs iﬁ “away’ from the
Y'6rd. - By thatdoctline “¥E is ror” g, Sm& %he’ had * o
kingdom as yet. ‘This contradicts’ thit whith is the" elehrest
proof 1#h¢ the: Neéw Testaiﬁeﬁ’t‘ Ho-'the *difect’ tﬁat‘ ’ﬁle ]l;
16w ‘reign¥’/ 4 >king - over’ Hls “kingdot.” - *Ft°Vis! ?¢upq i}
{ Cotinthiats 15 "’2&-25' H There,“, the 7 apostle speaks
or. Hie” 8 *dnd ‘THe Pict that” the” Kiglom will ‘hen Te
ﬁﬁéﬁ“‘fto ”tﬁe”Fﬁﬁ'&" ”2'4j1-not ibflshed then, g;
m n,t the _thliefh It wﬁs ,@,Inea?ay” in pxxstenqg)!befox@ is
commg, then. Paul continues, showingthat the: Liond- ‘reigns
until all, gneminy are: subdued,.:and : the.:Iast -enemy;7he < will
destroy is death... Note, Heo zeigns, until death is:nemere !
Then, while. death, 1sw1,;1,pm§tence the Lord.reigns,;;; The proof
we have, eyeryday, that the.Lord reigns over his kingdom isthe
fae@ hat man die, that-morticians.are still 4 in business;; and that
dailly jeurneys sare still being madeto cemntengs. 2T Ve

95pighds, stu&y ‘this ‘mattér care?ﬂll Note that the Blci
Téitanteiit' pointed 6 ‘the King 'and ' his kmgdom, and ‘that ¥he
New Testament shiows ’t?he’ ThlfillnYent ‘of * Y s i fhe’cfa‘trrc\ﬁ
Yebus pureﬁaséd with s’ owh lood.” 'i‘hose whb obey thi
g68pet aré" adiged *fnto the chliftdt by‘ﬁhé’ Lot (Aci;% YEK R

qnotherb‘vi'ay of skaﬁmg fhat fhey enfjer mto c1hzensh1p mb”ﬁll

inugéom of(t‘}od M‘en loo'Tc nd’ ’wgft 1n’va1*n' for'an earthiy
‘kmgdoin upon fﬂls ylianet Wﬁe% fhe fiord next appea%‘s, it
will not be to 'set up hls kmg&om,% t fo gLve the exlstmg
kiﬁgdom to tHe Father, ' What' & trageciy if ynp Te. npt in, ﬂaa,t

Ma;kﬁ it;sure by. qbe,ymg the gpspel tqday,.-and Adive

kAl

1lgaian
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Why the plague of Bibhcal
* “18no i‘ance“"“'

m[f
516
KA ,

DIIchGhSh of e PRFERTETS
. The “‘ignorance crisis”. has heen. .gﬁowmg gradpally vyorse
over the past. few decades g hgheve t,he ﬁqllpwmg eleqqnts

are major contrantmg faqtors,.} NPy S
. N .We do not study the. Blblp Ll,ke our spmtual foxefathens
dxd We have Jbecome :slaves to frenzxed . schedules,, .. Parents
and chlldren alike are mvolvegi in 59¢ many “good”, t,hmgs that
we Haven’t tlme( for the, ,§E$T Our family, meq;bers Jun in
ma,ny different . dxirectlons makmg 1t diffigult-to , have per/ fect

aﬁpndance, even at meaiume., , In those rare, moments, when
all are ‘at-home; ‘more dften than* ot We are’ oﬁ”ermg up our
devotnons”b%fere our TV altar; ~°:f

L Weake p‘reachmg 'has done it§‘ bart’ Mi’ﬂdl?ou,’no one
ever | beoame Weai'ned i’ the'"Biblé" by listemng to fyreadhmg
dlotie. ' But, ot igrasp of God's"” “Sword” ¢alfi 'be’ pbWer’filey
ateeleratéd’ by strohig Brtihcalf réachmg The Yess Wwe study at
hotne, ‘the ‘more we 'néed “strotigsr préachifg’ fivth pulpit !
Several years ago theiery: began: toigd up= that our preaching
had been “too hard,” *teo doctrine-cetered’’ and tog tact-
less' ”,, If that ever was the .casg; it certaa)llly ls,pot §0,00W.
Map;{»of our preaehers are so, -up;-to-d,ame that they, know more
about the ﬁne art _of ear-tlcklmg than of; spundmg,fprth the
c{auon call of the sa,vmg( gospel Many pew—s;tters have G?Q.n-
qued pohte llttle 20-m1nute talkrs that cguld be:made with
approval in any pulplt in tqwn, _w1th gospel sernipn Preach
;he Blble to such peogle and. you’ll paise a ruckus . Say; what
yoﬁ "will about our préachers of of. .yore, ‘(and many Tike them o-

aay, thatik God), tﬁ";r‘hearers know mdge Blble after, thellr
s@rmons than before. ° -’

B i"The- 'profusioti ‘of Bible 'G’el‘swtis 4¢ at’Teast susp& .
am not opposed to up-to-date and accurate ‘Bible Vetsion axid
no Bible student should be. However, with the proliferation of
versions has come a corresponding lack of distinction in men’s
minds about what is and what isn’t scripture. Often the most
far-fetched paraphrase ijs most readily adopted by the most
ignorant person on the Bible. Rather than enhghtemng, igno-
rance is thereby compounded.
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ASmVEY ST ST
- By Boyd thb :

RO R PR FN TR OISR LIS B £
L T\ I BT AN
) Jerry Hadden, a Western Reserve Socxologlst conducted
Survey, 3éﬁoutz 10 years ago, that disturbed me because it
mdrcaltes a frend that is mlcreasmgly dangerous to the church
Mr H‘a&ﬂen contacted 10 000 Protestant mmlsters, and asked
théir ‘opinion ‘on partrcular top:cs 7441 rephed to the ques-
__t‘r\omrlr‘el Below are some ‘of ‘the ﬁndmgs
o “bo you beheve m Jesus’ physxcal resurrectlon from the
grave in the same sense that you belreve that Abraham Lincoln
was assasinated 7" ’
i, 5175 of the Methodxst mrmsters said “NO”,
30‘7 of the Eplscopal priest said “NO”. :
359, of the United Presbyterian ministers said “NO".
339, of the American Baptist ministers said “NO™.
.13 / of the American Lutheran ministers said *“NO™.
“Do you believe in the virgin, birth of Jesus Christ as a
biological miracle 7
609, of the Methodrst mxmsters said “NO”. |
449 of the Eplscopal mlmsters said “NO" '
.. 49 %, of the Presbyterran mlnlstcrs said “NO”
N """‘ ' 44"/ of the Baptlst ministers said “NO”.
s 19% of the Amerrcan Lutheran rmmsters sald “No
“Do you beheve that the Brble is the inspired word of
God, that is, 'do 'you accept a nearly mterpretatlon of the
Brble ”

\ .
ISAMA L TR

829 of the Methodist miinisters said “NO”. "
a 89‘7 of thé Episcopal prxests said “NO”.

d b l% of thé' ﬁresbytenan mnmsters said “NO” . 4
R 5?/ of the ‘Amierican Lutheran ministers $aid’ “NO" K

(obww 18,1967 issiaé of CHRISTIANITY TODAY.)
0¥ The figures ‘would probably be' even higher today ! Yet
the Bible affirms for itself, the truthfélness of each of the dbove.
(Johp. 20, Acts 4, .Matt..- 12 18-25,0iRev.:22 : 18-]9 I John

971!(1) i S IRACE A R TTRPNNEEIELE B T

3t When a person mejects the basis of' hrs rehgion, Wthh is,
or:sheuld be, the word:of God, then he has absolutely -nothing
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to stand upon, but his own' "'oiaihfohs,' or the traditions of men.
That is the basis of the four hundred denominations that we
have today.
' Thank God that [ do ,not know a smgle Gospel preacher,
“that stands m the pul p1t of any congregatlon of the church of
Chrrst who will not readlly affirm his behef in the msptratlon
of the Blble, the v1rgm “bifth, of a physxcal resurrectron of our
Saviour. If there is one, he should be fired : :

Listen to what God’s word says for ltself by readmg the
;followmg passages : 1I Peter 1 15-2] and Il Tim 3: 15-17.
" You might then ask’ your' preacher if he beheves in the
above. You might be surprised. .

“But these arc written' that 'ye migtit believe that Jesus
is the Christ, the Son of God, and that be]ievmg, ye mrght have
hfe through hlS name.” John 20 : 31,

THE PLACE OF REPENTANCE IN GOSPEL
PREACHING
Shelby G. Floyd

In preachmg there must ‘be one all engrossmg topic in
every address, and in the preachmg of Jesus and his disciples,
the promiriént topic of almost every sermon ‘was the subject of
repentance. They preached repentance wherever they went.
In dttestation Of this, we shall _notice the” preachmg of repen-
tance under thé | commlsswn of John the Baptlst of Ch[‘lSt of
the twelve and of the seventy.

First, let us notice the Jpreaching, of John. the Bapttst the
forerunner of Jesus Chnst Among the . very -first words
recorded of John the Baptrst we read that he. was involved in
preaching repentance to the people in the area of Jerusalem and
Judaea. “In those days came John the Baptist, preachmg in the.
wilderness of Judaea And saying, Repent ye : for the klngdom
of heaven is at, hand ” o (Maft, 32 1-2.) . , AR SE

¢ In preaching repeiitarce, as in-every: other duty laxd upon :
us by Christ, there must be the proper motives brought to bear
upon. the hearers to induce them to repent of their sins, ' The
motive -which John .presented to..the people urging them to
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repent was:- the. fact that the kingdom :of heaven was -at
hand. In other words, the kingdom would soon be established,
and the people should repent of their sins and turn:to rigliteous-
ness, in. order that they might: be prepared to enter the kingdom
and be subjects of the Lord. That this'is true, ‘one only needs to
notice what J ohn the Baptist said to many of the Pharisees and
Sadducees which came to be baptized by him': “But when he saw
many ‘of the Pharisee§ and ‘Sadducees come to his’ baptlsm he
said unto them, O generatlon ‘of v”pers, who " hath watned ‘you
to flee from the wrath 'to come'?": Bring forth theTefore frmts
meet for repentance.” '(Matt. 3: 7-8.) . - SN

Many persons have confounded repentance w1th a
reformation . of life. . It is: true. that where . there is genuine
repentance, reformation of life or conduct will surely: follows as
the day follows the night. There cannot be one without the
other ; but that is not to confound the two, they are distinct
ideas. - The Pharisees and Sadducees -that came. to John’s
baptism claimed.to: have .repented . of their: sins, but. the only
way their assertions could:-be:: proved to be genuine would. be
by bearing fruits of a:-penitent life. Therefore, they were to
match their alleged repentance by.a.change of conduct in their.
life. This was to be done in view of the fact that the. kingdom:
of heaven was near or at hand. Since the kingdom of heaven
was: to .be a spiritual - kingdom, .the -Pharisees and Sadducees
would only understand, the nature ,of that kingdom, and be.
ready to be a. subJect; Jdn it by, turning from their sins to nght-
eousness which the gospel of Jesus; Christ demands, -

‘John, further: said-upon:this same subjeet, “I- mdeed baptlze
you with'watér unto repentance.” {Matt. 3:11;) John demanded:
that -they ‘not .only repent, but also ‘bear fruits of repentance
before he baptized them. ‘Having baptized them, he stated that
he was baptizing them unto repentance. Repentance is not-an:
isolated act that is done just once in a person’s life, - Faith. .is
not just -an isolated act that takes place - once: in our: lives, but:
faith continues all the days our life. while we walk 'on the-earth
soit'is with repefitance.” Repéntdfice is'coektensive with our
faith. So Jolin not“’only demshdéd that they Trepent before
they were baptized and bear the proper fruit, but he was
baptizing them unto a life of repentance. So every Christian
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must contmue to repent of his sms all the days oi‘ hlS tife.

o Mark ‘in vhls'blography of -Jesus Chnsg summanzed the
work_ and preaching of . John. by stating:.“John did baptize in
the ‘wilderness,- and preach‘,the;:,baptism of; repentance for the
remission of sins.” (Mk. 1:4,) . Therefore;, John was a great
proposunder of repentance. His baptism was, founded upon a
life of repentance, and it looked forward. to a hfe of repentance,
Therefore, repentance in gospel preachmg is very important; in-
asmuch -as.the man who prepared the way for the Lord preach-
ed repentance in practically every sermon to the people. of
Jerusalem and Judaea.

+ Secondly, we notice the preachmg of Jesus Chnst It is
especially worthy of notice in this investigation that in. the first
and last' -communications of the Lord, we find an imperative
command to repent. " The first words recorded concerning :the
public ministry of Jesus Christ involved his preaching repen-
tance 7“From-that. time Jesus began to préach, and to:say,
Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” (Matt. 4:17.)
Jesus presented. the kingdom of .heaven as the same grand
motive to bring 'men to repentance which his predecessor John
used-in his- preachmg ’ ,

e D o

- After John had been arrested and put in prison by Herod;
JesuS continued to preach ‘that mert should repent and believe
the gospel. “Now after that John was' put in’ prison, Jesus
came into Galilee; preaching the gospel of the: kmgdom of God;
And saying, The time is fulfilled, -and -the kingdom of ‘God is
dt hand : repent ye, and. believe the gospel. (Mk. 1:14-15.)
From:the collocation of :the :words repent'and believe, some
have drawn the conclusion, that repentance: precedes faith, but
this is‘an intellectual impossibility. They already - believed in
God and they were to repent of their sins toward God; and
then they were to repent of their sins toward God, and then
they were to believe the *gospél. of. Jesus Christ with:a corrés?
ponding repentance from everything that .was wrong., There-
fore, faith. precedes, repenta,nce in . the: .gospel order.. of
thl'ﬂgﬁ.r '.“?,'\; i S S UL S PR R et

. : . ._A(Gontdg see last page)

th.
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fawa # qatar g faer &, ‘g7 oegm i 3 7 1 @ 99 919,
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&7 w1 AW i—afemarey g aarar & fr v AR afaw &
aTE & 91 gy warfaar; sew AT gear, ¥ ©F ¥ 89
1 ¥ uw faggama.ag o fF § qxdgme ov faeam@ eRAA
safaq & 9 ag Segiv wazy § w9y wrar-faan: §idrgrdan 3
59 a1 § A7 wafag 98 ¥ fr e gww s wa-faand o
79T & gfq oun. fagare F1 s JuHr oI FNoSedww R
AUAT 19 F FIRFT aH@T § 79w @ 7% Ty f6 g ag
I qww 5 & 9dRaT # UEAr AR | Afea: SN e w
qIREET 7 H f2ar wx gfaw Fwa ) edfw s far fex
faer § “fazame & & gifgw §.47.% gun afaem. oxiwax & fodr
Fgrar (gatfasdi 11 : 8) 1 agi gw=@ a6 9T wuiw &% f dw
74t gt safs w7 M @ qWFAT 9% e @A safya
a1 T 57 q19 HT AT IHEFNe § 74105 afg ag gl war
1 WAT TIATAY- FY, /e FALFFEAr L Wik d B e fasaw
feman feg &9 7l frar mafq awdway ) e W G
wqTg | F9% QAT foaeamg sad § (amga 2 @ 1426) 1. 7gi 9 v
HTRTd § TRHTIL FY AT BT AT FAT A PR wer F
F4; #A0F q7eT F 99 FF @ qW@C d wgw 3y Paudt &
Tea & | (TATATE 64 : 6) | WX wWTAT T AT ¥ wgr N 5 afy
qg WAT F A IAHT Ae TgW A ST@. (S 4 27). 7 o
R AT @17 § STRT FTAT AN TIAT R § HT GIX AT Fo07Ry-
WTF AIE ¥ afad F&F  FIfga sg @ ¥ I@RER 0¥
fozama @t &Y & A1 SUHT SUIGAT WFHIW-§ T IGHF ;A
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9 SAT AE A | ITF FER Fad faa@ § & g gy vl
gfa a1 @53 § Jafs vy g ¥ wwr & @ S fqgmw R o
Fufirent S w1 mﬁm i (ERgE 16 : 16) afr e g
fagar %Fa? mﬂg"r HIaw § OF 79, 5 faeaE T uw wmEm
78 ¥ 1 (1 gicfaai1 : 107 "shefedi 4 : 4; Fgar 17:20)
g3 wAH1 @R AT a8 faa § B atyarfas (Denominational)
w‘tfumq AT g S E svag WY sfaa & fe ¥ fafae
arl ¥ FEA | SeTgRwEAwy, quw, | ifasreqw,  qufece
gearly | e YRR HAF IR BES G fqﬂz ST qaﬁ?r %‘ st i $aa-
7 srArt & faada § )

- faem AW — (fradh22, 23,:24) |+ FrEET FT TW LEAF
?ﬁ?gq famw ¥ afcr & fawa Hougd € fF 9g & 99w 9% 91 A
HRREIT T qreT Afgsaarfor LG AT | AT F WA AT
¥ Sa¥ o fwar o v ag gamea g oY R aowRaR o TR
sifg o ang 3 @rfs ¥ S o= fawedt @ Hiw ogwar oferfaso &
&9 ¥ A g9-819T FT AN IqF aF @ @I |- g9 . TEAT. FIY
Y faerr & 9B A qreqd § qgAry or fr o gad sy gldwER
¥ e fr wrag w14 SERr T ¥ wMmw ¢ fasg W
g ¥ I 791 F foar 1 g ww-daaw F A9 Frag ww
w HTAT T AFT AAT THF FOCATT IAA (B AW T g |
wafn gRRaT ¥ 99 92 g W fFavar B oq ag (TERE)
greet § 6 ot gegr axq” (Fract 230 19) 1 @9 q@ATR
IGFY go-gvaf J@HT I T ¥ & AfHA woF Aawt ¥ FEavg
¥ TETae 931 F1 Qi 98 Yar A w3 97 uw fRUg ) o@mET R
797 g F1 W1 98 9% AF, agi 9% 5 oAy ww€), & fE
TH qF 93 oY, TARET FY QAT § AN IS < gqFY At ATHA
g B -FF TG 99 I L 74T 91 5 99 70 7T AR=g 9 fwa g
¥ o gnre g1 937 (frady 22 ¢ 22-85) i T S@Y WAL F
e € N qar 99 R & garg seEt & e =l (Frad
22 : 32) | 3OW 9g 99 5 Farfaq awET AT TIET W
39 2 wafs 99 g3 98 g Grar var av 5 o R{eET Ao gemn
FIA IEH GHAT | WL HT qF I @ W F W@ A HIHY
gean Y T ST wrg fedtad 9y qoma oy & fewats 1 fk
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(3) (%) o waTa AT wate afaATE ARy wEE qRRAT
FT §ET A AfgAt tmmmr g”rar v:% ] m:ﬁa 1”' ( ! ‘a”hg
, fagw 1 17) P ,

- ( ) “SY crznraru a’rt aaa uﬁmﬁr sﬁt mnsﬂ Eﬁr mrr sr‘)T
EECIEI B C 8 S R 7 3% foelr waw%%tan tﬁt:r

it 3 wwaT V' (1 fergfage 6 13- 16)

(1) ‘oz FEAT IT AT AT crrv:m *4ifs 98 sx'gq‘t poe S
iz T &1 T g (g fmaEET 17,0 M) o

() “gaX faq 9@ (qgen A) Ay A e AT AN I
FT F3T, 3@, a7 TN FT AFATY, & W@ A AT
gaT & ST 17 (FFT 11 29) )

T F g H A % geq fafea f’aar(antrq sﬁt qq %l
F1eqq & ag Fora FIAT f Fyq @ fasrearys s §ar ae mw%r
S § weda & FET F 1 TG AW Wt safasas § fr “asirag
S-Sy e 9% A% & 1 AR afz gw ver @awy § dv aiedd ¥
g% 59 § ) P ead Y TeR ¥ a1 frr s s AT HY R 9E
#ife afa=ames g faamar g frgn o 2w, Pfeater HT v
¥ mregazer % 1 (1 gfefadi 11103 qfefadt 45 4) | owgdfy
¥ FE AT AT qoTs R S & g famr Y grar N
foaqr & am@ Hg“r ag aFar’ | (FgT 140 6) | @ afqsaRT &
wHAT AT FAA T G ¥ wofq oftaw, gs=r$ s W # T
. qf} o FF qeREaT ¥ WA arfy & fag dae fean & arfs @R
qiofr QAT F ST F 2 (A 3 1 5-6) | AfE AWTLATH HAT
1 &7 FT 91 7O qFIE ¥ qFG I @AW 7 @ qfa7-
qred # 57 A1 fird & 58 AW W @EE SR gL w18
_ Ffsars 7 gn | 3@ A A afg gw NITYEF A @ A fasas gt
THg T FAIEY aAEY | (@ 8 15) ) W fraw £ % iR £
AIFT I g AGS F ATE HAT AT WA | (FATErA 2) T

e A A I AR aT aw @ § 7 g fAva w9 g
Afoe fr F¥ a1 A7 s Fod qrad weATar § 1 FAtE wi ey
2, ot gf st ag wwa §, Naga & qEgETd g HiT A9 W AT
TBT. AT g wafa wOAY HRAT T JFIX ATTFT w?f % | gaife
ovq s § i far gom any i qrE qg war
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TAMIL —The Way of Truth—Speaker t P. R, Swamy. :
All correspondence should be sent to The Way of Truth,
Post Box 3301, Bangalore 560033, X
Tuesdays—3 : 30 to 5 : 45 P.M. o
Thursdays—6 : 45 to 71 00 P.M. .
Fridays—6 : 45 to 7 : 00 P.M. T

MALYALAM—The Voice of Truth—Speaker : John Chandy. -
All Correspondence should be sent to Church of Christ,
Thevally, Quilon—9 Kerala.

Tuesdays—3 : 45 to 4 : 00 P.M.
Fridays— 3 : 45to 4 :00 P.M.
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Bible Correspondence Courses and Christian Literature
?re a:lvailable in these different languages from the addresses
isted. :
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On one occasion when Jesus had been condemaed because
he associated with sinners, he stopped their mouths by likening
himself to a physician which would not go to those who were
well, but to those who were sick. Then he said, “I came not to
call the righteous, but sinmers to repentance.”’ (Mk. 2 :17.)
Even in the cities of the Galilean lake where Jesus did most of
his preaching People were not exempt from his upbraldmg
because they had not repented at his preaching. (Matt. 11:20-
24) Among the very last words which Jesus spoke before he
ascended back to the Father in heaven, he emphasized upon
the importance of his trained ambassadors who would later be
inspired that they should preach repentance to all the nations:
“Thus it is written, and thus it beii§ved Christ to suffer, and to
rise from the dead the third day : And that repentance and
remission of sins should be preached in his name among all
nations beginning at Jerusalem.” (Lk.24: 46-47.) Therefore
we find that the first and last words of Jesus Christ involved the
preaching of repentance.
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