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A L

Be Not Unequally Yoked
Together

God has always forbidden his people to inter-marry with
those of the world or with unbelievers. (Exodus 34 ;6). The
reason for this was to keep them pure individually. For them
to enter into such marriage relationships, there would be the
risk of them being influenced to go oft' after idols and thus

who knew not God. Anotherfor ageneration to rise up
why God frowned on mixed marriages was to keep his

He knew that if warnings
not taken then they

r e a s o n

people pure and whole as anation,
were not given and precautions
would soon be swallowed up by other nations,
classic examples in the Bible of what happens when this is
done is the story of those who ended up in speaking the
language of Ashdod and therefore being cursed of God. 1he
prophet Nehemiah wrote, “In those days also saw IJews that

of Ashdod. of Ammon, and of Moab :

w e r e

One o f t he

bad married wives
And their children spake half in the speech of Ashdod, and
could not speak in the Jews’ language, but according to the
language of each people. And 1contended with them, and
cursed them, and smote certain of them, and plucked off their
hair, and made them swear by God, saying. Ye shall not give
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your daughters unto their sons, nor take their daughters unto
your sons, or for yourselves. Did not Solomon king of Israel
sin by these things ?yet among many nations was there no king
like him, who was beloved of his God, and God made him king
Over all Israel :nevertheless even him did outlandish women
cause to sin. Shall we then hearken unto you to do all this
great evil, to transgress against our God in marrying strange
wives ?” (Nehemiah 13 :23-27).

Likewise, in the New Testament, and in the Christian age,
the God of heaven again warns his people that they should not
become entangled with the sons and daughters of the world
in marriage. Paul said, “Be ye not unequally yoked together
with unbelievers :for what fellowship hath righteousness with
unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?
And what concord hath Christ with Belial ?or what part hath
he that believeth with an infidel ?And what agreement hath
the temple of God with idols ?for ye are the temple of the
living God ;as God hath said, Iwill dwell in them, and walk
in them; and Iwill be their God, and they shall be my people.
Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate,
saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and Iwill
receive you. And will be aFather unto you, and ye shall be my
sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.” (2 Corinthians
6: 4-18). There are those who think that while the state¬
ment saying that we should not be unequally yoked together
may have reference to business, and such like, that it would
not necessarily include marriage. But the marriage relation¬
ship is one of the strongest and most binding bonds that
can enter, so why would it not be included ?Let us notice
some things about this :

o n e

1. Being unequally yoked together would include
relationship where the Christian finds it difficult or

a n y

impossible to remain aChristian in that particular
circumstance. The yoke refers to the age old tradition
of binding animals together for the purpose of working
t h e m ,

amount of weight. But if two different types of ani¬
mals were used, with one being larger and the other
small, then it would be an unequal yoke.

The idea is that each is to pull an equal

In that case
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the smaller animal would not be able to pull its share
of the weight and so it would be very diihcult for it to
continue vdthout having to suffer. The lesson being
drawn from this is that if you have aChristian being
yoked vvith aperson of the world in business, then
the non-Christian may force many things on the Chris¬
tian that he would not have to bear had he chosen a
Christian partner. For instance,
might choose to be dishonest, stay open on the Lord s
Day, and so on, and thereby force the Christian to be
involved in things that are not Christian,
thing is true with aChristian marrying anon-Christian.
Once the marriage takes place then the Christian is at
the mercy of the non-Christian,
may not want his companion to attend worship. When
children are born, he may insist that they become
members of his church or religion. Even beyond
that, the non-Christian may influence the Christian to
the point that he or she becomes unfaithful to the
L o r d .

2. To show how unwise it is for one to be unequally
yoked together with the unbeliever, Paul asks these
questions: “For what fellowship hath righteousness
with unrighteousness ?or what communion hath light
w i th da rkness ?And wha t conco rd ha th Ch r i s t w i t h
Belial ?or what part hath he that belicveth with an
infidel ?And what agreement hath the temple of God
with idols ?” In other words, there is just no way for
the Christian to enter into such relationships or to be
yoked together with an unbeliever in business, marriage,
or any other similar circumstance, without being put
in an unfair position and thus to have to suffer the
eventual consequences. It is true that occasionally it
seems that one is able to survive such an ordeal but
what about all of the many cases that results in disas¬
ter ?For example, from time to time you may hear of
aChristian marrying anon-Christian and then for the
Christian to convert the partner, but there are many
many other cases where the Christian not only failed to

t h e n o n - C h r i s t i a n

T h e s a m e

The non-Chr is t ian
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convert his or her companion but the marriage either
ended in disaster or the Christian and children became
lost to the cause of Christ. All of this is to say again
that we just cannot entangle ourselves with unbelievers,
especially where we become yoked together or where
bonds are made as in business and marriage, without
having to suffer the results that will surely follow.

-1. The Lord says that we should come out from among
them and be separate, that is, if it is possible to do so.
That does not mean that we should break up
marriage even with anon-Christian. Just here it
should also be pointed out that aChristian can defini¬
tely marry anon-Christian and in doing so then that
marriage contract is as binding in the eyes of the law
and in the eyes of God as those marriages that are
entered into by Christians. The only thing, where a
couple are unequally yoked together, as already pointed
out, the Christian puts himself or herself in avery
difficult position that can be very painful. That is
specifically the reason the Lord warns against such a
mixed marriage. But once the marriage contract is
made then the Christian must try to deal with the
problem as best as he or she can. It may be that there
will be no difficult task to convert the mate but this
is generally not the case. When problems therefore
arise, the Christian must put God first. As aChristian,
he or she must not only think of self but if there
children involved, then they must also be taken into
consideration. But by putting God first, that is, by
trying to remain afaithful Christian, then he or she
may run the risk of the unbelieving companion leaving
his family. In that case, unless there was unfaithful¬
ness on the part of the unbelieving companion, then
the Christian is left without acompanion, with no
right to marry in the future, and with children to try
to bring up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.
So from this one can see some of the problems, frustra¬
tions, and consequences that may come from amixed
marriage. That doesn’t necessarily mean that if

o u r

a r e

a
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Christian marries aChristian that there will never be
any problems bnt it does mean that one can hope for
amuch better marriage where both are Christians. For
sure, the possibilities of it being successful are much
greater in this case. There are enough problems with
both being Christians, with both having similar back¬
grounds in economics, education, race, nationality,
and being compatiable in other areas. Certainly it is
not going to help to add to those problems for a
Christian to marry one who is not aChristian.

Other problems arise, however, in dealing with these
matters here in India. The church is still very young and the
members are few in coparison to those of other religions and
even other churches. So what do young people do about a
companion when there may be few or none of their age or
liking that they can choose from to marry. Or what do pa¬
rents do when they are looking for acompanion for their son

daughter when there seems to be no Christian available for
this purpose ?In such cases, Iwould suggest the following :

1. If it comes down to the place where aperson of another
faith must be considered for amarriage companion,
then be sure to give sufficient emphasis to the spiritual
side so that some solution can be found. Try to
convert this person that is being considered for marri¬
age. Arrange time for some Bible Study. Encourage
him or her to attend the meetings of the church. If
you are successful in coverting the party then you may
proceed with your marriage plans. If you are un¬
successful then it would be better to consider another

person. But whatever you do, do not weaken and
marry anon-Christian. If you do then you may well
suffer greatly because of arash decision. It would be
better to spend your life without acompanion than to
spend your life in torment with one and then to finally
be lost for all eternity.

2. As parents, if you are looking for acompanion for
your son or daughter, you should likewise seek out one
who is aChristian or one that can be taught and con¬
verted before the marriage takes place. This can be

o r
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done, and will be done, if you are really concerned
about the spiritual welfare of your son or daughter.

3. Never assume that the unbelieving companion can be
converted after marriage. This mistake has been made
many times to the sorrow of the Christian. The time
to change one religiously, or otherwise, is before marri¬
age. Once the marriage has taken place then in most
cases i t is too la te.

4. Never try to force the non-Christian to become a
D o n o t o f f e r a b r i b e o r r e s o r t t o o t h e r

tactics to win over aperson. Neither should that
person give over to tlie wishes of the Christian just to
please that person. Rather, if there is to be a
then it should be based on the teaching of God’s word
and asincere desire on the part of the one being taught
to know the truth and to obey God. Only then will it
prove to be worthwhile and lasting.

5. But what do you do when the parents are not Christians,
and they are seeking acompanion for their
daughter who is aChristian ?In that case they would
not necessarily care if their ehild married aChristian
or not. They might even prefer that their
daughter marry anon-Christian or one of their own
religion. It is therefore up to the Christian young
or woman to insist that he or she marry aChristian
only. This may pose some problems but for the sake
of ahappy and produetive Christian companionship
then every effort possible must be put forth to have a
Christian marriage instead of amixed marriage. Pray
to the Father for help. Talk to the members of the
church about this problem. Surely with the help of
God some solution can be found.

6. Understandably, in these situations it is more diiScult
for aChristian young woman to work out these prob¬
lems than for aChristian young man. But with the
help of God, the Christian woman can And away to
work these problems out so she can have aChristian
marriage. As suggested earlier, perhaps she can turn

C h r i s t i a n .

c o n v e r s i o n

s o n o r

s o n o r

m a n



to other members of the church for help and guidance
in these matters. But it is even more important here
in India for her to marry agood Christian man because
once she is married then her husband will be giving
leadership for her and the children and if he is not a
Christian then this can lead to her spiritual destruction
and the same for her children. It is certainly not
desirable for aChristian man to marry anon-Christian
but at least he may have such an influence on his
wife and family that it is possible for them to be led
to Christ. Again, the better way, and the way with
the least problems, is for aChristian to marry a
C h r i s t i a n .

Young people, please give heed to the advice given in this
article, and Christian parents, let me plead with you to bring
your children up according to the teaching of the Bible and
then put forth the necessary efforts to see that your children
marry those of like faith. How wonderful and beautiful it is to
have aChristian home. This can more nearly be assured when
aChr is t ian marr ies aChr is t ian .

a s s o c i a t e
^ e d i t o r i a l

Good News !
How long has it been since you heard agood news ?

What was that thing which made you so happy when you
heard it ?Are you still just as happy today as you were that
day ?Perhaps not !Because the happiness that the world
brings to us, no matter how big it is, it lasts but for alittle
while, But do you know what “Good News” Iam going to give
to you ?Yes, to you !Because this good news, this gospel
is for YOU! And Iam going to give you the Good News
that is great 1Which will bring to you everlasting happiness,



and it will grow and will become afountain of eternal joy !
But Please wait !What kind of good news do you like

to hear ?Suppose, if Itell you that Ican let you know a
great secret that’ll help you to become world’s richest person.
Will you be not excited to hear about something like that ?
Perhaps you need aJob !And 1come and tell you that Ican
help you to get acomfortable, nice, well paying permanent
job. Now, will you not be really happy to know about that ?
Or, perhaps, you are sick, perhaps you are very very seriously
sick, and Icome to you with the good news that 1know avery
fine treatment for your illness which will help you get better
immediately. Will you not be greatly pleased to hear such a
good news ?What are your problems ?What are the things
that you need ?Suppose, if Icome and tell you that 1can
solve all your problems and difficulties; if Itell you that Ican
provide for your every need whatsoever—suppose, if Icome
to you with this kind of agood news, how happy and glad
you will be !Yes, no doubt, you will certainly be much happy.

But wait awhile !Here Iwant to ask you aquestion. A
very very important question !Because this particular question
is of life and death. Because this question involves YOUR
VERY PRECIOUS SOUL !Listen carefully: “For what will
aman be profited, if he gains the whole world, and forfeits his
soul ?Or what will aman give in exchange for his souU
you hear ?Yes, Jesus put this important question before people
almost 2000 years ago. And Iam asking you today the very
same question.

Do you know there is nothing more important and pre¬
cious and valuable in the whole world than your own soul ?
How much do you think you are going to live more upon this
earth ?Fifty years ?Or perhaps, seventy years ?But then what
will be of your soul ?Where will be the eternal abode of your
soul after death when it departs from the body ?In heaven ?
Or, in hell !Have you ever seriously considered this question ?
Please th ink !

The fact is, and there is no doubt about it that every
person before God is asinner. And, therefore, every individual
will be perished because of his own sin and iniquity. No
amount of wealth and power put together of this world

D i d

c a n
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soul from being perished. It is therefore, Jesus has
Tor what will aman give in exchange for his soul ?”

s a v e a

said, "

So Iask you once again, after you have seriously consi¬
dered this question, what will be the real, most important, good

for every person today ?What will be the most impor-
and wonderful gospel for you today ?Will it not be the

n e w s

t a n t

one that tell you that all your sins and iniquities can be tor-
given, and your soul can be saved from being perished, and you

have the eternal life, the gift of God ?And listen, Iam
going to give you this very Good News !Are you listening ?
c a n

The Holy Bible says :“For God so loved the world, that
He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life.’’

And “For while we were still helpless, at the right time
Christ died for the ungodly. For one will hardly die for a
righteous man :though perhaps for the good man someone would
dare even to die. But God demonstrates His own love toward
us, in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us.”

Friends, is it really not the wonderful Good News for all
of us that God so loved each one of us that to save us from the
consequences of our iniquity and to redeem us from the bon¬
dage of sin. He sent His only begotten Son Jesus Christ into
the world, who took all our sins upon himself, for God made
him to be sin on our behalf and allowed him to die on the
cross for our sins, so that we might become righteousness of
G o d i n H i m ?

If you believe in this wonderful Gospel and want to
know what you should do to be saved then open your Bible
and read Mark 16:16 And Acts 2:38, or write to us for afree
Bible correspondence course.
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Smoking, Drinking, Drug Abuse,
and Christian Youth

By Joe W. Njchols
In t roduct ion

The subject of smoking, drinking, and drug abuse is one
that is not likely to be exhausted by preachers and Bible
teachers. Since many of our young people want the truth on
the subject, the following discussion is offered for their consi¬
deration as young Christians responsible before God.
Why do people Smoke, Drink, and use Drugs ?

In coming to an understanding as to why people smoke and
abuse themselves with alcohol and drugs, we must consider first
the question :“Why do they start?” The majority of adult
users say that they began their abuse in youth and simply never
quit the habit. Let us try to understand why ayoung person
would begin such habits.

Young people often find themselves in unhappy surround¬
ings with the desire to be popular and accepted—not just
ordinary, but outstanding in the crowd. Torn by disappoint¬
ments, frustrations, and strenuous competition they turn to
“helpers”. Instead of self-discipline and character building,
many times they seek what the world offers to bridge the gap
from discontentment to desired happiness. Many drop out of
society ;others set out for greener grass, hoping to find abetter
world somewhere else. Some plot arevolution to overthrow
the present society—tear down, destroy and kill, but have
nothing better to offer in its place. To alesser extreme some
turn to smoking, drinking, cursing, dope and other crazes in
order to fill the gap for distinction. Few there are who will
undergo the strenuous task of changing the dislikes and unplea¬
santness of self and world, one step at atime.

This frustration, we conclude, is the reason many vices are
adopted and practised by agreat number of our young people
today. In such astate, ayoung lady is led to believe that
lipstick, atight skirt, an emphasized bosom, or acigarette will
make the difference in being outstanding and socially accepted
rather than being just awall flower amidst the crowd. The
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young man thinks that drinking intoxicants, using profanity,
smoking, or getting involved with marijuana or drugs will make
the diflference in his popularity. Agiant step from childhood
to manhood is thought to be bridged by acigarette, abeer, of
the taking of some drug.

The excuses for such habits are many :the rest of the crowd
does it, it gives glamour and sophistication, or one must do so
to be accepted by the crowd, and parents forbid it. One out of
every three high school students smoke. Fifty percent of the
nation’s teenagers are regular smokers by age eighteen.
Everyday about 4,500 or more of our youth light up their first
cigarette. Beer drinking and drug abuse affect over half of high
school and colleg* students and is increasing at an alarming
r a t e .

what is wrong
with smoking, alchohol, and drug abuse

from the health standpoint ?
The 1964 Advisory Committee appointed by the surgeon

general of the Public Health Service in U.S.A. has given a
convincing report on smoking :

There is aconnection between smoking and lung cancer,
chronic bronchitis, emphysema, coronary artery disease, as well
as a70 percent death rate.

Noted side effects are :shortness of breath, throat irrita¬
tions, chronic cough, loss of appetite and reduced stamina.

Affected also is learning capabilities, vitamin
destroyed in the body (necessary to ward off disease), children
breathe and form cravings from the smoke and others break out
i n a r a s h .

Beer Drinking

Beer contains the narcotic alcohol which is habit forming as
well as harmful to the body. Beer drinking leads to drunken¬
ness which is sin (Galatians 5:21), “...they who practice such
things shall not inherit the Kingdom of God.

C ” i s

5 5

Beer contains the narcotic lupulin which dulls the
Beer drinking causes one to become lascivious and to revel,
often this leads to “.. strife, jealousies, wraths,.

s e n s e s .

. . e n v y i n g s
(Galatians 5:2-21). “Be not deceived. ..nor drunkards. ..shall
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inherit the Kingdom of Heaven.” (I Cor. 6:9-10).
Beer usually eontains many chemical additives which can

harm the body by causing “allergic reactions,” “heart disease
gastric irritation,” “liver damage,” respiratory failure,” and
kidney impairment.” Paul states pertaining to drunkenness

“and such were some of you :but ye were washed, but ye
were sanctified. .(I Corinthians 6:11).

“Beer drinking is the open door through which many young
people enter to be forever shackled by alcohol.” Liquor can
w r e c k a l i f e a s w e l l a s a h o m e .

Smoking Mari juana

Smoking marijuana definitely affects natural functions of the
body. The eyes are affected and vision is often distorted.
Dryness of the mouth and throat are an after affect. Normal
judgment is affected and the user often reacts slowly and with
poor judgment. Alarge majority of youngsters who start
experimenting with marijuana later become hooked on hard
drugs.
Drug Abuse

Drug abuse involving amphetamines and barbituates has
become anational threat. This is mainly because hard drug
users must satisfy their ever-craving habit and to do so they
turn to crime for monetary support.

The drug abuser is affected physically and mentally by his
habit. His life-style is altered drastically. Stimulants affect the
major organs of the body, which in turn cause jitteryness, irri¬
tability, tension, and unclear speech. Further affects are dialat-
ed pupils, dry mouth, sweating, headaches, diarrhea, and
paleness.

Barbituates or “goof balls” mildly depress the action of the
nerve of the body which, consequently, affects the skeletal
muscle and heart muscle. The heart slows down and the
breathing is altered. The blood pressure is lowered. Users
are most often irritable, angry, and quarrelsome. Confusion,
slurred speech, and staggering usually result.

One Terrible part of drug abuse is in the language of the
He is always there demand¬

ing attention and satisfaction. To satisfy the habit is costly
abuser, “the monkey on my back. » J
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in terms of money, family, friends, life, and finally the
s o u l .

Another consideration is that the use of drugs without a
physician’s prescription is illegal upon conviction carries astiff
penalty.

Such reports reveal the seriousness of adopting such habits
and should deter any young person from any further considera¬
t ion o f such .

But you say, “It’s my Life Isn’t it
It has been said, “to indulge ourselves today without

thought for others is to squander our tomorrows.” What you
are today is the result of alot of other people’s interest.
Every being is aproduct built socially by others: parents,
preachers, teachers, artists, policemen, ancestors, and on and
on we could go. Each has made his own contribution to the
mould and are seeking areturn on his investment. No man is
an island—what we do, the things we say, our very appearance
will affect the lives of alot of people. The decisions made
today will affect alot of people tomorrow. Soap perfumes the
air, auto fumes contaminate, amorning smile catches on,
cursing makes bitter life’s way. The school dropout, the
alcoholic, the smoker, and the addict are destined to affect the
lives of many people. Because of such, many children will be
maimed, uneducated, under nourished, and impoverished.
Wives will be robbed of husbands in life’s golden years ;
children of fathers ;and grandchildren of grandfathers because
some thought that their lives belonged to themselves.

What does the Scripture Teach ?
As children of God our lives are turned over to Him by

choice for instruction and guidance. To reject Divine direction
is to refuse grace, mercy and love and hinder our own personal
well-being.

Paul said, “I have been crucified with Christ ;and it is no
longer Ithat live but Christ liveth ih me :and that life which
[now live, in the flesh Ilive in faith, the faith which is in the
Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself up for me,
(Galatians 2:20).
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As Christians, our lives have been given over to Christ, and
are to say it is no longer Ithat live—Christ is

living in me and through me. '
we l ike Paul

Paul further states, or know ye not that your body is a
temple of the Holy Spirit which is in you, which ye have from
God ?And ye not your own ;for ye were bought with
price ;glorify God therefore in your body.” (I Corinthians
6;l!>-20). In the light of this scripture, God is to be glorified
in our body. What we say and practice and the appearance
display are determining factors as to whether God will be glori¬
fied in our bodies or whether we have become adishonor to
H i m .

a r e

w e

“Let us cleanse ourselves from all defilements of the flesh
and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.” (TI Corhv
thians 7:1) Anything that makes filthy and pollutes, and tends
to corrupt the body physically is sinful and is to be put away and
forever abstained from.

We have but one life to live in our earthly body and God’s
children are to use it in fear to the glory of God.

Peter states, “Beloved Ibeseech, you as sojourners and
pilgrims, to abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the
soul.” (II Peter 2:11) Any vice that causes us to be less spiritual
in conduct and example toward others is warring against the
soul and is adetrement to life eternal.

Paul exhorted all to “abstain from every appearance of
evil ”(I Thessalonians 5:22). Peter exhorted elders, “But
making yourselves ensamples to the flock.” (I Peter 5:3). Any
responsible person in aspiritual position of guiding others
must of necessity be careful in pattern of practices that others
might follow.
Conc lus ion :

We should not be disillusioned into thinking that all
dissatisfactions and unhappiness of self and surroundings can
be corrected in aday. Neither should we look to the world for
our remedies,

through Christ, the Master of our lives. Our responsibility is
to conform to Christian principles. Christianity, to us, is the
best way. We travel this way but once, aind life is beautiful

o u r

God is the author and finisher of our faith
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only to those that through toil and patience make it so.
In the words of the inspired writer, “I beseech you there¬

fore, brethren by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual
service, and be not fashioned according to this world; but be ye
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove
what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God.
(Romans 12:1-2) “If then ye were raised together with Christ,
seek the things that are above, where Christ is seated on the
right hand of God. Set your mind on things that are above,
and not on things that are upon the earth.” (Colossians 3:2).
To those who Persist in evil Practices

“Wherefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to
do uncleanness, that their bodies should be dishonored among
themselves.” (Romans 1:24).

9 >

Have You Wondered

A b o u t T h e

Thousand-Year Reign?
By W.N. Jackson

Perhaps many who read this will not be familiar with the
word “Premillennialism,” but they will be familiar with the
doctrine thus identified. Indeed, most in the Protestant religi¬
ous world are exposed to premillennial teaching, and the great
majority of the men who occupy the pulpits in the sectarian
world are evangelists for premillennialism. We hope, in this
brief article to define term and to give Bible references for the
r e f u t a t i o n o f t h e d o c t r i n e .

T h e D o c t r i n e o f P r e m i l l e n n i a l i s m

This system has to do with teaching about the next coming
of our Lord, and in particular with the establishment of His
kingdom upon this earth. The word “premillennialism” is
made up thusly; “pre” means “before”; “millennial” means “a
thousand years”.; and “ism” refers to “doctrine,” or “system. 9 ?
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Hence, the doctrine that teaches that the Lord will return to
this earth before the establishment of His kingdom upon this
planet. Proponents of this teaching insist that the Lord will
return to this earth, set up His kingdom, and rule with his
saints in athousand-year era of bliss. While the Bible teaches
us that the Lord will appear one day, and that the Lord has a
kingdom, and that the saints are citizens in that kingdom, the
system known as premillennialism takes these truths and creates
aman-made doctrine in conflict with plain Bible teaching. This
is not surprising, since it has even been Satan’s tactics to handle
the Word of God deceitfully. (2 Cor. 4;2).

Many Bible References
To The Kingdom

The nation of Israel was, of course, familiar with the system
of kings and kingdoms. All during the latter part of the Old
Testament, God’s prophets pointed to the coming of the Savi¬
our, and identified Him as aKing who would set up His king¬
dom and rule over it. Isaiah promised that He would be
Governor and that the nature of His kingdom would be that of
peace. (Isa. 9:6,7).

As the New Testament opens, lohu came with the message
that the kingdom “is at hand
His ministry with the same message (Mark 1.T5). Called the
“King of the Jews,” (Matt. 2:2). Jesus acknowledged this
fact before Pilate (John 18:37). He had just made the point
that His kingdom was not of aworldly sort, but spiritual (v.36).
This is avital point, for the truth on the matter of the return
of Christ, the establishment of the kingdom, the thousand-year
period, and the disposition of the saints during the extent of the
kingdom hinges on the nature of that kingdom.

The Identity of the Kingdom
As we just saw, both John and Jesus spoke of the kingdom

being “at hand” Our Lord told some of his own generation
that they would not see death until they also saw the kingdom
come with power (Mark 9:1). This certainly told them that
the kingdom, in whatever form, would come in that generation.
In Matthew 16:18, 19 Jesus used the terms “kingdom” and
“church” int erchangeably. He stated that He would build the

a
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(Matt. 3:2) and Jesus began.
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ehurch and that Peter would be given the keys of the kingdom.
We follow Peter through the gospel records, and note that
when He preached the message of the resurrected Lord in Acts
2, those who obeyed the gospel were saved, added to the church,
(v. 47).

We can also follow the word “power" which would be a
mark of the coming kingdom. The Lord has promised this in
view of some of his own generation. The apostles were told,
before the Lord’s ascension, that they were to wait in Jerusalem
until they received power from on high (Luke 24:49). Luke
reminds us of that promise, identifying that power as the bap¬
tism of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:4-5, 8), whereby these apostles
would be witnesses of the Lord unto all the earth. We note
that the power came on the Day of Pentecost. (Acts 2:1-4) and
that the church was the institution established on that occasion
(v. 47). The kingdom was to come with power, and the power
made possible the message which resulted in the establishment
of the church.

Surely this truth is reinforced by Paul’s declaration that
there is just one body (Eph. 4:4), and he had earlier identified
that body as the church (Eph. 1:22, 23). Paul and the members
of the church at Colossae were in the kingdom (Col. 1:13),
and so were John and those who received the Revelation epistle
(Rev. 1:9). We might also note that among those with John in
the kingdom were members of seven different congregations of
the church of the Lord. (Rev., chapters 2and 3). Indeed, there
is one body, the church, that church is the kingdom that Jesus
promised to build, and it came into being nearly 2,000
ago, in Acts 2. It therefore is not future, as premillennial
teaching has it. Since the kingdom is identified as the church,
and since the church is the Lord’s body (Col. 1:18, Eph. 1:22,
23), aspiritual institution, there is no justification for men
taking promises concerning the kingdom and looking for actual
fulfilment by events upon this earth.

Regarding Premillennialism’s Points

1. Unfulfilled Old Testament prophecies. Jesus said, “Think
not that Iam come to destroy the law of the prophets, I
not come to destroy but to fulfill. (Matt. 5:17). As He fulfilled

y e a r s

a m
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the prophecies concerning himself, so his kingdom, or church,
fulfilled the Old Testament prophecies. This is so, even though
we might not be able to see the fulfillment in the most minute
detail. Remembering that the church is aspiritual institution,
we see that premillennialism’s error is in expecting literal,
earthly fulfillment.

2. New heavens, new earth. Premillennialists cite 2Peter
3:13, where this language is used, and then look for arenew¬
ed planet Earth as fulfillment. The Greek word for “earth”
here is used of “earth, land, ground, country and world,” and
more would have to be given than just the word “earth” to
denote this planet. But the Lord had promised that his
own would be with him in “the Father’s house.” (John 14 ;2,
3) ;Paul stated that we will, at the end, rise to ever be with
the Lord “in the air,” (1 Thess. 4:17) ;Peter says that our
inheritance is reserved for us in heaven (1 Peter 1:4), and he
also states that this earth, and all things therein are to be
burned up, dissolved (2 Peter 3:10,11). Clearly, then, we see
that the Lord and the righteous will not be upon this earth
after his next appearing.

3Revelation chapter 20. This is afavorite text of the
premillennialists, yet it contains no point peculiar to that doc¬
trine. They cite this passage to make the point that the Lord’s
own will reign with him athousand years, verse 4, but they
have to misuse the verse to get their point across. Note
verse 4carefully :John saw not all the righteous, but the
souls of those beheaded—the martyrs. In the same verse,
and of these martyrs, John said he saw them living and
reigning with Christ athousand years. He is simply saying that
during this Christian dispensation, he saw the martyrs elevated
to reign with Christ, and thus those of us yet here in this age
can be encouraged that our labour is not in vain. We have
hope of one day being with Christ, and we are assured in
this by the fact that John saw the martyrs with the Lord. There
is no indication at all that the reigning was upon the earth.
They were with Christ !
P r e m i l l e n n i a l i s m A b u s e s t h e C h u r c h

The doctrine of premillennialism simply makes the church
an after thought and asubstitute arrangement brought in by
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God as men await the real kingdom. But Paul said that the
church is to make known the manifold wisdom of God accord¬
ing to the eternal purpose which He purchased in Christ (Eph.
3:10,11). One must believe the Bible, or the premillennial
theory ;both cannot be right!

Again, premillennialisra takes kingship away from the
Lord. By that doctrine He is not king, since he has no
kingdom as yet. This contradicts that which is the clearest
proof in the New Testament to the effect that the Lord
now reigns as king over his kingdom. It is found in
ICorinthians 15 :24-25. There, the apostle speaks
of the end, and the fact that the kingdom will then be
given to the Father (v. 24)—not established then, but
given to the Father. It was already in existence before His
coming, then. Paul continues, showing that the Lord reigns
until all enemies are subdued, and the last enemy he will
destroy is death. Note, He reigns until death is no more !
Then, while death is in existence, the Lord reigns. The proof
we have, everyday, that the Lord reigns over his kingdom is the
fact that man die, that morticians are still in business, and that
daily journeys are still being made to cemeteries.

Friends, study this matter carefully. Note that the Old
Testament pointed to the King and his kingdom, and that the
New Testament shows the fulfillment of all this in the church
Jesus purchased with his own blood. Those who obey the
gospel are added into the church by the Lord (Acts 2:47) ;
another way of stating that they enter into citizenship in the
kingdom of God. Men look and wait in vain for an earthly
kingdom upon this planet. When the Lord next appears, it
will not be to set up his kingdom, but to give the existing
kingdom to the Father. What atragedy if you’re not in that
kingdom !Make it sure by obeying the gospel today, and live
faithfully until the end.



2 0

Why the plague of Biblical
Ignorance ?

D u b M c C l i s h

The “ignorance crisis” has been growing gradually worse
over the past few decades. Ibelieve the following elements
are major contributing factors :

1. We do not study the Bible like our spiritual forefathers
did. We have become slaves to frenzied schedules. Parents
and children alike are involved in so many “good” things that
we haven’t time for the BEST. Our family members run in
many different directions, making it difficult to have perfect
attendance, even at mealtime. In those rare moments when
all are at home, more often than not we are offering up our
devotions before our TV altar.

2. Weak preaching has done its part. Mind you, no one
ever became learned in the Bible by listening to preaching
alone. But, our grasp of God’s word can be powerfully
accelerated by strong Biblical preaching. The less we study at
home, the more we need stronger preaching from pulpit !
Several years ago the cry began to go up that our preaching
had been “too hard,
less.” If that ever was the case, it certainly is not so now.
Many of our preachers are so up-to-date that they know more
about the fine art of ear-tickling than of sounding forth the
clarion call of the saving gospel. Many pew-sitters have con¬
fused polite little 20-minute talks that could be made with
approval in any pulpit in town, with gospel sermons. Preach
the Bible to such people and you’ll raise aruckus. Say what
you will about our preachers of yore (and many like them to¬
day, thank God), their hearers know more Bible after their
sermons than before.

3. The profusion of Bible versions is at least suspect. I
am not opposed to up-to-date and accurate Bible version and
no Bible student should be. However, with the proliferation of
versions has come acorresponding lack of distinction in men’s
minds about what is and what isn’t scripture. Often the most
far-fetched paraphrase is most readily adopted by the most
ignorant person on the Bible. Rather than enlightening, igno¬
rance is thereby compounded.

too doct r ine-centered” and “ too tac t -
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A S U R V E Y

By Boyd Cribb

Jerry Hadden, aWestern Reserve Sociologist, conducted
aSurvey, about 10 years ago, that disturbed me, because it
indicates atrend that is increasingly dangerous to the church.
Mr. Hadden contacted 10,000 Protestant ministers, and asked
their opinion on particular topics. 7,441 replied to the ques-
tionaire. Below are some of the findings :

Do you believe in Jesus’ physical resurrection from the
grave, in the same sense that you believe that Abraham Lincoln
was assas ina ted ? ”

i t

51% of the Methodist minislers said “NO”.
30% of the Episcopal priest said “NO”.
35% of the United Presbyterian ministers said “NO".
33% of the American Baptist ministers said “NO”.
13% of the American Lutheran ministers said “NO".

Do you believe in the virgin birth of Jesus Christ as a
biological miracle ?”

( (

60% of the Methodist ministers said “NO”.
44% of the Episcopal ministers said “NO".
49% of the Presbyterian ministers said “NO”.
44% of the Baptist ministers said “NO”.
19% of the American Lutheran ministers said “No”.

“Do you believe that the Bible is the inspired word of
God, that is, do you accept anearly interpretation of the
B i b l e ? ”

82% of the Methodist ministers said “NO”.
89% of the Episcopal priests said “NO”,

of the Presbyterian ministers said “NO”.
57% of the American Lutheran ministers said “NO”.

(October 13, 1967 issue of CHRISTIANITY TODAY.)
The figures would probably be even higher today !Yet

the Bible affirms for itself, the truthfulness of each of the above.
(John 20. Acts 1, Matt. 1:18-25, Rev. 22: 18-19, II John
9-11.)

8 1 O '
, ' 0

When aperson rejects the basis of his religion, which is,
or should be, the word of God, then he has absolutely nothing
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to stand upon, but his own opinions, or the traditions of men.
That is the basis of the four hundred denominations that we
have today.

Thank God that Ido not know asingle Gospel preacher,
that stands in the pulpit of any congregation of the church of
Christ, who will not readily affirm his belief in the inspiration
of the Bible, the virgin birth, of aphysical resurrection of our
Saviour. If there is one, he should be fired :

Listen to what God’s word says for itself, by reading the
following passages :II Peter 1:15-21 and II Tim 3:15-17.

You might then ask your preacher if he believes in the
above. You might be surprised.

But these are written that ye might believe that Jesus
is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing, ye might have
life through his name.” John 20 ;31.

< (

T H E P L A C E O F R E P E N TA N C E I N G O S P E L
P R E A C H I N G

Shelby G. Floyd

In preaching there must be one all engrossing topic in
every address; and in the preaching of Jesus and his disciples,
the prominent topic of almost every sermon was the subject of
repentance. They preached repentance wherever they went.
In attestation of this, we shall notice the preaching of repen¬
tance under the commission of John the Baptist, of Christ, of
the twelve and of the seventy.

First, let us notice the preaching of John the Baptist, the
forerunner of Jesus Christ. Among the very first words
recorded of John the Baptist, we read that he was involved in
preaching repentance to the people in the area of Jerusalem and
Judaea. “In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the
wilderness of Judaea, And saying. Repent ye :for the kingdom
of heaven is at hand.” (Matt. 3; 1-2.)

In preaching repentance, as in every other duty laid upon
us by Christ, there must be the proper motives brought to bear
upon the hearers to induce them to repent of their sins. The
motive which John presented to the people urging them to
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repent was the fact that the kingdom of heaven was at
hand. In other words, the kingdom would soon be established,
and the people should repent of their sins and turn to righteous¬
ness, in order that they might be prepared to enter the kingdom
and be subjects of the Lord. That this is true, one only needs to
notice what John the Baptist said to many of the Pharisees and
Sadducees which came to be baptized by him :“But when he saw
many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he
said unto them, Ogeneration of vipers, who hath warned you
to flee from the wrath to come ?Bring forth therefore fruits
meet for repentance.” (Matt. 3: 7-8.)

Many persons have confounded repentance with a
reformation of life. It is true that where there is genuine
repentance, reformation of life or conduct will surely follows as
the day follows the night. There cannot be one without the
other ;but that is not to confound the two, they are distinct
i d e a s . T h e P h a r h e e s a n d S a d d u c e e s t h a t c a m e t o J o h n ’ s

baptism claimed to have repented of their sins, but the only
way their assertions could be proved to be genuine would be
by bearing fruits of apenitent life. Therefore, they were to
match their alleged repentance by achange of conduct in their
life. This was to be done in view of the fact that the kingdom
of heaven was near or at hand. Since the kingdom of heaven
was to be aspiritual kingdom, the Pharisees and Sadducees
would only understand the nature of that kingdom, and be
ready to be asubject in it by turning from their sins to right¬
eousness which the gospel of Jesus Christ demands.

John, further said upon this same subject, “I indeed baptize
you with water unto repentance.” (Matt. 3:11.) John demanded
that they not only repent, but also bear fruits of repentance
before he baptized them. Having baptized them, he stated that
he was baptizing them unto repentance. Repentance is not an
isolated act that is done just once in aperson’s life. Faith is
not just an isolated act that takes place once in our lives, but
faith continues all the days our life while we walk on the earth
so it is with repentance. Repentance is coextensive with our
faith. So John not only demanded that they repent before
they were baptized and bear the proper fruit, but he was
baptizing them unto alife of repentance. So every Christian
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must continue to repent of his sins all the days of his life.

Mark, in his biography of Jesus Christ, summarized the
work and preaching of John by stating :“John did baptize in
the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for the
remission of s ins. (Mk. 1:4.) Therefore, John was agreat
propounder of repentance. His baptism was founded upon a
life of repentance, and it looked forward to alife of repentance.
Therefore, repentance in gospel preaching is very important; in¬
asmuch, as the man who prepared the way for the Lord preach¬
ed repentance in practically every sermon to the people of
.Ferusa lem and Judaea.

Secondly, we notice the preaching of Jesus Christ. It is
especially worthy of notice in this investigation that in the first
and last communications of the Lord, we find an imperative
command to repent. The first words recorded concerning the
public ministry of Jesus Christ involved his preaching repen¬
tance :“From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say,
Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” (Matt. 4:17.)
Jesus presented the kingdom of heaven as the same grand
motive to bring men to repentance which his predecessor John
used in his preaching.

After John had been arrested and put in prison by Herod,
Jesus continued to preach that men should repent and believe
the gospel. “Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus
came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God,
And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is
at hand :repent ye, and believe the gospel. (Mk. 1: 14-15.)
From the collocation of the words repent and believe, some
have drawn the conclusion that repentance precedes faith, but
this is an intellectual impossibility. They already believed in
God and they were to repent of their sins toward God, and
then they were to repent of their sins toward God, and then
they were to believe the gospel of .Tesus Christ with acorres¬
ponding repentance from everything that was wrong. There¬
fore, faith precedes repentance in the gospel order of
things.

{Contd, see last page)
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I(OI :£Z lEEkj) Ill ElEE î  lliE IE EE lî  iys ‘lE IE IkEJk
ME li^ kjk kilElE„ ‘iIe iys 'Iklitj iIe EE lEbE ^IE

LZ
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(3)(^) '‘q-sr Tj3fT srf^^TTift ? r t a -
^T irf?5T JTnH^’T t| I5fTtfT^ l” (l ^1-^-
r«rJT?T 1:17) I

(^) “^1 q-TTfSfTIf ^rf^Tfe ?A7 ■=^1^1511 ^T 7T^T 5ITT
^ r ^ ? n ^ ^ ’ f fl ^ ^ 7 f T

’(1 6 :15-16) I
5T^?ff 5PT !!■»? I
f:^ I ’ ● ● I

(it) “̂ X Frî fTT 77 3TIT 7T77T; 77ff7^ 7f?ft
(77;Tf̂ ?T7T77 17 :14) I

s p T 7 ^

?ftT TT^TTff T:T iTSfT I1

(^) “?7r7 ^̂ 1̂  (7|?7T ̂) 7l5T TTt 5T77V aft'
7:7 7?|T, 77^77 77 7^71
7ST ̂ 7TT7T I1” (71?7T 1:29) I

5 T T 7 7 ^

,TTT 5T77 7T 7T7

7THTT %75^7 f7f7î 7 f77T77T7Ttt ?T‘t7 77 |I7T7 7T 57
7T777 771 f777 7̂ 771 Ft? 7TT7 Tt F77T77T7T ̂7? |7T 7Ĵ 7 7T 77
tVtt I7c77 it 7̂ 7t7 |I71 7T77T 7̂  7T7f7777: |F^ "77̂  77
777-777 ?7T7 7"̂  TTTT |l” Tt̂  iFl 17 77T 77VR7 |7t 7T?77 Jf
17 77 I7t F7 ?77 7> 7?| iT 7T F7T7 7t“ 7?7 Ttlnt TTt 7T #177 I
77tf7r 7F777T?7 f7?7T7T |Ft: 17 7TT fl 77, F7?7T7 7̂ T 7T7T
T^T 777T7 TT'̂  1(l ̂ F7;F'77f 1:10; 5F7.F77T 4:4) 177 7̂ 1̂
%7T1T "7T7 Ttr 7̂ 7Tf Tti; T'T77 ̂1 it |iF77T STTT TTtf
F77T %7T7 7lt 7f7 7T:7T” I(7117T 14 :6) I7t 7F177T!F7 %

7T7 %77 tiTT it I77T7 7t77, 7=57lf TlT 77Tf T^T7 7 7 T T

7T7 7T Ft: 7^^157^ 77T77 7tF7 %F^^ 77T^ Ft:7T I7tF7 I’’
7171 7T7171' %■ 7:iTT 7TT (777 3:5-6) I7Fl 7t7 777 77T
itt lt7 7:7 71 777 17171 ^777 117:7 W7 717 Tit 7F77-

7 ^“t f7’r:77 fr ?7 717 7l 777^7 7^7 77717 7Tltf
T:F57T^ 7lt7T I17 717 77F1 17 7R7177: 77 71 7t F7-77 fl

(771 8:15) 171 F777 I7W77577 Tit 7177T71 77177 I

ITTIK 71# 1^ 7^t 7t 7lf ^77 717# I(77R1 4:2) I
1777 F777 717 ?777l7 717 7:^7 #717 77 77 | 1

7-:tF71 Ft: 7t7 71 717 777 F77 7177 777171 |IT7tF7 77# 777
I, 7t it 771 71 777 t, #1 7|7 1# 7F7717 |Ttl 717 7771 717
751 7̂ '# I, 7717 777# 7R71 7:1 75R IFl 7:5 77:7 |I77#Ft:
717 717# IFn 7171 171 777 7:7t 7177 711 7171 I
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Radio Sri Lanka Broadcasts
ENGLISH—The Voice of Tru/A—Speaker :Reggie Gnana-

s u n d a r a m .

All correspondence should be sent to The Voice of Truth,
Post Box 3815, New Delhi 110049.
Sundays—10 :15 to 10 :30 P.M.
Tuesdays—9 :30 to 9:45 A.M.

H I N D I — 7 > u f A — S p e a k e r : S u n n y D a v i d .
All correspondence should be sent to Satya-Susamachar, Post
Box 3815, New Delhi 110049.
Tuesdays—9 :00 to 9:15 P.M.
Thursdays—9 :00 to 9:15 P.M.
Fridays—9 :00 to 9:15 P.M.
Saturdays—9 :45 to 10 :00 P.M.

TELUGU—The Voice of Truth—Speaker :Joshua Gootam.
All correspondence should be sent to The Voice of Truth,
Post Box 80, Kakinada 533001.
Sundays —2 :30 to 2:45 P.M.
Mondays—2 :30 to 2:45 P.M.
Tuesdays—2 :30 to 2●●45 P.M.
Wednesdays—2 :30 to 2:45 P.M.

TAMIL—TAe Way of Truth—Speaker IP. R. Swamy.
All correspondence should be sent to The Way of Truth,
Post Box 3301, Bangalore 560033.
Tuesdays—5 :30 to 5:45 P.M.
Thursdays—6 :45 to 7i00 P.M.
Fridays—6 :45 to 7:00 P.M.

MALYALAM—The Voice of Truth—Speaker :John Chandy.
All Correspondence should be sent to Church of Christ,
Thevally, Quilon —9 Kerala.
Tuesdays—3 :45 to 4:00 P.M.
Fridays— 3:45 to 4:00 P.M.

A L L A R E E N C O U R A G E D T O L I S T E N
Bible Correspondence Courses and Christian Literature

are available in these diSierent languages from the addresses
l i s t ed .
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On one occasion when Jesus had been condemned because

he associated with sinners, he stopped their mouths by likening
himself to aphysician which would not go to those who were
well, but to those who were sick. Then he said, “I came not to
call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.
Even in the cities of the Galilean lake where Jesus did most of
his preaching People were not exempt from his upbraiding
because they had not repented at his preaching. (Matt. 11:20-
24.) Among the very last words which Jesus spoke before he
ascended back to the Father in heaven, he emphasized upon
the importance of his trained ambassadors who would later be
inspired that they should preach repentance to all the nations:
“Thus it is written, and thus it befk^ved Christ to suffer, and to
rise from the dead the third day :And that repentance and
remission of sins should be preached in his name among all
nations beginning at Jerusalem.” (Lk. 24: 46-47.) Therefore
we find that the first and last words of Jesus Christ involved the
preaching of repentance.

(Mk. 2:17.)5 >
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