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The T rral of Jesus

There have been many great trrals through tlme but
n}one have been greater nor more pubhclzed than the one of
Jesus Chrrst ‘the” Son of” God. It wasthe greatest trial ever
_eonducfed because of the one being "~ triéd and because of the
way it was camed out: Although it was an unfair ° ‘trial; and
1t led to the tragic ‘crucifixion of Christ, yet it changed the
course of hlstory, btinging with it salvation for ote -and all and
hope éfter ‘dedth;” Stcha trial then deésérves a special - look ori
the part “of ‘each’ otte ‘of us ‘in order to ena’ble us to knbw what
really happened and how it may affect us even to this day.

. It is generally accepted that Christ was. tried-and ecrucified.
Joséphus;: & historian . of .the first :century, .in. his book,
“Jewish Artiquities”’; speaks of Jesus as & living character and
one/iwho'was tried by Pilate and sentenced to the cross. There
i3 no: dénial, -of this iin'secuilas bistory: books - of that time or



aft'er' The book 'bo'wevér,’ | that we must go to in ofder to get
the fall story is the Bible itself, and specifically the books of
Matthew, M’aﬁk, dLuke, and John. T

Going back before the trial, the scriptures -tell s that
Jesus was born: of the virgin: Mamy in the, oi,ty of Bethlghem. Ho-
him until he was around thfrty years of age At thxs pomt in hxs'
life he began his public ministry by preachmg and teaching
God’s will atid confirmiag it by the miracles that: ‘hé-pérformed.
At this stage in his lifehe ‘Wds ‘baptized - of John, was tempted
by Satan, and chose his Apostlcs o
B Dunng thls penod of txme, and because of the rellglous.

. chmate of that day, the teaching and wotks of Christ caused a
great deéal of anxiety among the people in general. ‘Many
believed that he “had-come to be the-Messiah or the physical ™
deliverer of Israel. The political and religious leaders therefore

saw in hini'a“threat to their. pbsmons There was a great deal
of jealousy., ang\i egvy on_ theit part and they.»sought wﬁys to

condemn, Him; even to the ipoiiit of .klllmga,\ |

in spite of “the fact. that hehad dono good on]y and 10 one
could find fault in him.

Finally, thésé people faund anveak spot:in one of his own
followers who was an apostle, Judas Iscariot. There have been
various theorles advanced as’ to why he Would have ever
betrayed Chrlst, especlally s “since “he ' went ‘out . latér and
hung hxmself ‘One of these. theories is that. Judas wanted fo
force Christ to take action against-the leadership of hlS day" and
go-on -to. proclaim himself as the king gver. Israel Whethe:
this is 'true or not,.we do mot: know, ‘but su,rcly the thmy
pieces -of silver that he zeceived for doing 1 this fonl dped would

not .-haye.- bepn the chief motive and cspemally 80 when ,later on
he: retumcd 1t : e, .' R

“From #his ?‘pomt now wel wilk monsrdgz ﬁh@‘record: itself as
.Tesus’1 isitaken. intocustody; We “readhsi-$Amd they. that had
Taid held “on Jesus led him away to: Caiaphas tige ‘high priest,
where the scribes-ard the elders were Qagseinbled: : -Bug Peter
“followed hith: afr-off unto’ the high-priest’s palice, and:weat in,
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and sat with the servants, to see the end; Now the chief priests,
and elders, and -all the council, sought false witness against
Jesus, to put him to death-; .But. found none ; yea, though
mahy. false witnesses came, yet found they none. At the last
came two-false: witnesses, And said, This fellow said, I am able -
to . destroy:ithe. temple of God, and to build it in three days.
And the' high pritst-arose, and said unto him, Answerest thou
néthing? what is:it which these witness against thee? But Jesus
‘he¢ld his peace. . And ‘the high priest answered and said unto
him, I adjure thee by the living God, that thou tell us whether
thou be: the.Christ, the Son of God. Jesus saith-unto him, Thou
has said: neyertheless I say unto you, Hereafter shall ye see the
Son ‘of ‘man sitting on the right, hand of power, and coming

in the ¢louds of heaven.. Then the high priest rent his clothes,
saying, He hath spoken blasphemy ; what further need have we
of witnesses? behold, now ye haye heard his ‘blasphemy. What
think yg':’;;"l“vhey' answqi'ed' and said, He is guilty of death. Then
dl.d they spit in his face and buffeted him; and others smote him
with the palms of their hands, Saying, Prophesy unto us, thou
Christ, who is he that smote thee?”” (Matthew 27 : 57-68).

. Continuing, the record says, “when the morning was come,
all the chief priests and elders of the people took counsel
against Jesus to put him to death : And when they had bound
him, théy led hiin away, and delivered him to Pontius the

- goverrior. Then Judas, which had betrayed him, when he saw
that he was condemned, ~repented himself, and brought again
the thirty pieces of silver to the chief ptiests and elders, Saying, .
T 'have; sinned in.that I have betiayed the innocent blood. And
they said, what is that to us? see thou to ‘that. And he cast
down the pieces of silver in the teimple, and departed, and went
and hanged himself, And the chief priests took the silver
piecés, and said, It is not lawful .for us toput them into the
treasury, .because it is the price. of bloed. “And they took
counsel, and bought with them; the potter’s”field, to bury

. Strangers in. Wherefore that field'was called, the field of

‘blood, unto this day. Then was fulfilled that which was spoken

. by Jeremy the prophét, saying And they took .the - thirty pieces

"Of silver, ~the’ price’-of him that wes valued, whom they of the

e



4

childrén of Istael did value; And - gave ‘themr for the - potter’s
field a5 the Lord appointed mei="And *Jesus - stood before .‘the
goverior : * and- the governorisked hith, saying, Art thou the
King of the Jews?' Atid Jesus'said unto him; Thou sayest. And
" when he was -accused- of‘thé chief priésts and elders;-he.answered
nothing 'Then said’ Pilate. uhto him;  :Hearest:thou not how
many things they Wwitness against thee? And-he. dnsweréd him
fiéver a Word'; instiuch - that the govérnor ‘marvelled gredtly:
Now 4t fhat feast the governot was wént to release unto the
people a prisoner; whom they Wéuld And’ théy had then a:
notable ‘prisofier,-called Bardbbas. - Therefore when: they' were
gathered together, Pilate said utite then'f “Whom will yé&that I
release unto you? Bar‘abbas, of Jesus ‘which is called “Christ?
For he kiiew that for’ Envy ‘they had delivered hrm When ' he
was set down on the Judgme;nt seat, his wife ‘wesit “utito ~him;
saymg, Have thou nothlng tb qu wrth that Just ‘man : for 1 have
suﬁ"ered _many thmgs this day in'a dream because of him. “'But
the chref priests and elders persuaded the ' multitude that they
should ask Barabbas, and destroy Jesus ’I‘he governor ansWered
and sard unto them, Whether of the twain will” ye that T
release unto - you" ’I‘hey said, Barabbas. - Pilate: - saith unto
them, What. $hali T do then. with Jesus whichiis called Chnst"
‘They all say unto hrm, Let him " be cruciﬁed An& the
governor; -said, Why, what evrl hath he done” ‘But they cned

out. the more, saymg, Let hrrn be erucrﬁed When Pilate saw
that “he. could . prevaﬂ DOIhl, g, but that rather a tumult was

“made, - he . took water, ‘and washed his * hands before the
multltude, saymg, I am innocent’ of “the 'blood ~ of -this just
person : see ye to it Then answered alkthe pe‘ople, ‘and said,
Hrs blood be oh tis; and*on our " childfen. Then released he
Barabbas unto them and'wheﬁ ‘e hacT scourged Jesus, he
dehvered “him  to “Be _cruciﬁeri Then “the “soldiers of e
govemor took. Jesus lnto the common hall ‘and 'éafhered"mtb
“him: the; whole band of soldrersa And t’hey stnppedhr m, and
.put.on him ascarlet robe e (Matthew 27 1-28) o
- Luke " writes, . “And they. were. more ﬁerce, saymg, H.e.

t-,st;imeth‘ up the-people; ‘teacvhmg:, threu; _ghgutﬂa}h Jewry, beginning
from Galilee to this place, When Pilate heard' of Galilee, he

-
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- asked whetheér the, man wereja Galilacan. And as; :soon  as. he
knew that he belonged unto Hetod's: jurisdiction, . hé:-sent him
‘to Herod, who: himselfialso. was-at:Jerusalem at that tinie. - Al
when .- Herod saw-:Jesus; -he. was. exceeding gldd i for he'wak
désirous::. to:: fee.him i,of a:lohg;.season, because he had heard
many things .of him ; and he hoped to:have:seen some miracle
done 'by him.:. ‘Thent he:questioned with him in mady words ;
but - he. -answered. him nothing. :And :the. chief: priests and
scribes stood and vehemently accused him. And Herod with
his men of war set himat nought, and mocked him, and
arrayed him in a gorgeous robe, and sent him agam to Pllate

hen’ :é,ad

rdyon; thisin Lulqe

on through Luke 23 and alsd yo;J may want to read Mark 15
and also, John 19. It would be good if we copld quote all of
othe-story ! here but we do Aot have thelspagés's 1¢1 ;

If you want the complete“

In reading the record itself weean see what a false trial this
was, if yourcan eall it-a, trial. Jesus was:betrayed; taken into cus-
tody and abused by rellgxous leaders, taken before Pilate. and
ﬁnally King Herng but w;th nc1ther one: bemg able to ﬁnd any-
thing in_him worthy of death Fmally, Pllate oﬁ'ered' the Jews a

chaice. be;wgen Christ, an innocent man, apd Barabbas, a mur-
derer, so that hé might releeise the. on?tﬁgy chose: “To show how.

far._they were, wdhng to, go..to dlspose of him, they asked that
Barabbas be released. and that . Christ; bg crucified. . They took
the word . of false witnesses,. made:. .Charges :they could not
support;, and forced. Pilate to give him to, them, Judas admitted
that he had betrayed innocent blood, -Rilate;’ s, wife; ‘begged, her
;husband not to have. anythmg to do. W1th this just man, but
P1late want¢d tq please tde Jews: and therefore gayve m to thelr
Ic,quests 'I‘hese geople Were §0 de;&rmmed to, ;.;rucnfy hm; that

’’’’’

our chxldren, And w1th thls Chrlst was turned over to them

;@nd hc was led away to be cruc,lﬁed S P
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Anyone who knows anything about trials and the' way-they
are properly conducted would shudder after reading:of this one.
But as false and horrible as it was; out of it came :‘the death of
.Christ, and three days later, after he was buried, he came forth
from the grdve as a resurrected: Lord and:Saviour of . the world.
In him and through him we are saved and have the hope
of eternal life. Do you know this man? We pray you will want

to. know more about him so he can come tobe your saviour
too. ;

p
The Umversal Problem of Man .

(No. 3)
SIN BRINGS FEELING OF INSECURITY.:

Fnends sin has a growing effect on the world. It isa fact of
our day to day experierice. Just like we read our newspapers or
‘hear our radios, so we see it everywhere: Sin is ' not limited ‘to

one nation ot to some particular people, but it i umversa'f ‘One
does not have to travel abroad to see it but'it can be seen right

here in our own country, in our- own Society, ‘in ouf own
homes, and in our own lives.. One of " its most- dangerous -effects
‘can be seen in the prevailing feeling of insecurity among human
beings over the world. There are threats, wars, -dacoities,
robberies, kldnappmgs, bombs and missiles, and scores of ‘other
such things whlch bring fecﬁngs of msecurlty to people. People
cannot travel with val uable thmgs or cash with themi without
special arrangements we can’t rlde on a bus, ‘train, or-'taxi
without having a feeling " of msecunty in us.~ We fear-edch
‘other ; we cannot trust each other. Most ‘of our laws a.nd
Iegnslanons have come 'into existénce becaiise human’bemgs
cannot be trusted. It is a fact’ all over the world that we cannot
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trust .the promise of another person, ; we,, need.a, contract.: In
our bulldmgs or homes, doors are not.encugh'; we have: to. lock
them with strong locks.  While travelling, paying the right,fare
is mot all:that -you ihave to do, but :you have: to Colléet: already
inspected' tickets. On our. foads tt‘aﬂ'ié sighal’ hghts &xe not eno‘ugh
but we. also n;¢d traiﬁc pohce to thgh over.u th only do
we- need spemal laws and orders, but.we also need pehce, and
i some: ‘Gases ‘eveir: ‘the military, te+ enfotce then.' ‘Actually
speaking, we ddnot realize that'all of thése:laws, ' by-laws - ‘and
legislations -have’ i‘come into eéxistence - becanse of our own sins.

We do-hiot:see this faét, no'doubt, : because we have grown so
aécustomed: ‘to 4ll-of ‘these things* tHat - we take theri for
ranted just Tike! @od’s ‘sunshine, - water, and aii" gte! all'of
‘which - we! takeé so ! much fbr grafited' that we‘é‘vé'n forget that
therels a God" L L PRSVR

i
- ™

SINISAIiEALITY S "

el ) o e }

To some people sm is, not a rea.hty they thmk there l.S o

-supposmons However, such is not txpe But you should
knpw - ‘that sin is as real as death 1tself .You may. have seen
many of your loved ones. dymg It is no doubt sad.and painfyl
to see someong dy,mg, .and espeonally t,cy see\a close friend or

:::::

world, and the best medlcmes gnd dqctors,,and all speclal secur—
ity arrangements of the. world.put together,would never be able
to save.a single:person when; death actually comes. Just as God,
death is norespecter of persons: Fhe rich and the poor, the edu-
cated and the uneducated;. big and small, all-die. ;And-the Bible
affirms in these words, ‘It is:appointed unto men onee  to - die,
but:after this : the, judgment.”- - (Hebrews: 9:27).- -But «dd. you
know..:why God had;to appeint usnife all'-inen “to die? "Beeaise
the Bible:says that in the beginning the first parents of all human
beings, Adam-nd;Eve, sinned. against - God:: by, breaking : his
command.. -And God’s word again-declares, “Wherefore, ds: by
One: man:ssin entered into the wotld, and - death-by sin yand so
death passed upon all men; for that all have siined.” : (Romans
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5': 19). Physical death was passed- ﬁpon a*lT mén as bemg’ ‘thé
eonsequences of the sin‘ofithe first man. Vi P TIE AT

“Here it would - be advantdgeous’ to- fiote that'fheré aré {3
. types of sin, that is, actual or . personal, - and :(the : iothét reprer
sentative,. Those who.are. guilty of personah sins:must.. suffer
‘both the’ gullt and the ¢ consequences, but .those "who are gullty
only of ° represeﬂtative §in"do 'not suffer the' guilt but only ithe
consequences: of' sin.: “To' undétstand: this,  let me:-give ‘you
an. example, - for - instance; . .suppose. ﬁ;fty-;me -people:. - are

travelling inja bus and one of them is. the. :drunk: driver ,of the
_bus, On the way the-bus met. with an accident-because,, of the
erring driver.: All of the:passengers of the .hus, including the
driver, got, badly hurt and :wounded.:,Now .who. would be
prosecuted in the court for thp errorwhich was respopsible
for the aecmegt" Sumly, the driyer.. and, not any ..of.. the
passengers. But yet, all the passengers had to suffer , the conge-
quences with the driver because of hu;, error although none of
them were guilty or responsfble for the accident. L1kew1se,
physical death, the consequences-of' Adam's ahd Eve's sin,’ was
passed upon all meén, -even- pot’ 1ittle’ childréri Whe' do- ot
know sin. Therefore people die todﬁy An&th‘us, the: pr‘eseﬂcé’bf
sin in the world explains the questiofi “Why ‘péople die"” A‘hﬁ
_]ust as death is a reality, so is sin-a féality. © ' 7 o4
SIN ESTRANGES FROM ‘GOD -

But -as pointed out ‘at the otifset; the most dre!adful of'all
consequences of sins'is that it svsparates than from G’odr God,
the perfect beihg, who is holy ;- *pure; and" rightec)us, cannot have
fellowship with haman beings whoare in°their sins. The Bible
describes:Him in these words, “God s light; and in Him- is- 76
darkness ~at all.” \.And therefore, “‘If we say: that:'we ‘have
fellowship with God, and walk in :darkriess; wé lie, and do'net
speak the truth.” (1 John 13:5;6). Ard ‘again’ the 'Bible
question ‘arises, ‘““What ‘partnership - ‘have'. righteousness with
iniquity? Or what fellowship :has - light- with-~ darkness?”
(2 Corinthians' 6 : 14). - And. in Ephesians 2 : 1.-the Bible
declares that pedple are dead through their:tiespasses and- sins.
Confirming the fact, the Apostle John'says,, <‘If ‘we say: that we
have. no sin, we deceive oursglves, and the truth is .not:in: us.”
(1 Johri'1 : 8).-.. It is therefore a.clear picture of - evéry man and
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woman in the world, and that is that they are cuf. off from God
and have separated from Him who is the source of “eternal life.
" . No doubt, people are dead spiritually throuﬂh thelr own
trespasses and sins.” - - - . . .

However, the term death, whxch is now bemg used, “should
not be misunderstood to be physical death which was passed
upon all men as the consequence. of the sin of Adam and Eve
and which was dLScussed under the headmg, ¢<Sin is a- Reality.”
But the death that we are now considering is of a spiritual
nature and it is caused by our own trespasses and sins. The
Bible clearly and definitely teaches so in the following verses :
“The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son shall not bear
the iniquity of the fathier, neither shall the father bear the
iniquity -of the son : the righteousness of the righteous shall be
upon him and the wickedness of the wicked shall be ‘upon him.”
(Ezekiel 18 : 20). And again, “But every man is tempted, when
he is drawn away of his own Iust, and enticed. Then when lust
hath conceived, it bringeth forth ‘sin: and sin, when it is
finished (full grown), bringeth forth death.” (James 1 : 14, 13).

Now, the term death can be defined as being the separation of
two elements which may be responsible to keep one alive. Just
like your radio or the light bulb you can put them on or off at
any time by. simply joining or separating the two connecting
ends which-are actually responsible for the sound and light. In
a similar way physical death takes -place when the spirit is
separated from the human body. Here, I also remind you of
the fact that when God in the beginning formed man out of the A
dust of the ground, man did not become alive or a hvmg soul
untxl God breathed the breath of life into his nostrills, Thus,
the spiritual death means the estrangement or separation of
fnan from God. People are cut off or are estranged from God
because of their own sins and trespasses, and this separation of
man from God is called death in a spirityal sense. But remem-
‘ber sin is responsible for this estrangement. (Rgmans 3:23). That
man is estranged from God is also seen in the conscience of
nearly every man and womam who are trying to find God
through various ways and means. The fact is that consciously
‘man is aware that he is lost in his sin and he needs God.
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| bible, .
Tikitiongand

ThlS set of questxons comes from a reader m Ahmedabad

L

“Who are the authors of the varlons old Testament.;
Books"”

~ Answer : Genesis, Exodus, Levmcus, Numbers, and
_ ,Deuteronomy were writtgn by Moses Joshua by.
Joshua ; Judges probably by Samuel ; Ruth also by

Samuel ; 1 & 2 Samuel by Samuel ; 1 & 2 Kings by an
unknown author 1 & 2 Chronicles by Ezra ; Ezra by

Ezra ; Nehemxah by Nehemlah Esther probably by

Mordeca1 Job by an unknown author ; Psalms by

David, . M,oses, and othe{s Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and
Song of Solomon by Solomon ; ;. Isaiah by Isaiah ;

Jeremiah and Lamentations by Jeremiah ; Ezekiel by.

" Ezekiel ; Daniel by Daniel’;" Hosea by Hosea ; Joel by

Joel ; Amos by Amos ; Obadiah. by Obadiah ; Jonah by
Jonah ; Micah by Mlcah Nahum by Nahum ;
Habakkuk by Habakkuk ; Zephamah by Zephaniahi;

" Haggai by Haggai; Zechariah by Zechariah ; and
-+ Malachi by Malach1 '

“In which year (B C.) were these books wrltten"”
Answer: All the way before 1635 BC. for Genesis and to

S 397 B. C for Malac}u we'll not take the time to. give

_ mdmdual book.

the date to cach one but dates are, avallable for each

“In (a). Joshua 10 13 and (b) 2 Sam 1 18 there is a:
mention:of a'book: of Jashar but we: don t ﬁnd itin the
Bible. Why?” =~ - - oo

Answer : For the simple reason it was not- an inspired
book and therefore was not intended to be included. Just
because a book is mentioned that does not mean that it
has to-be ineluded in the Bible as ong of its-books, - -



.. unto him.;,

odi _
“In Psdlms at- the end of:certain -veses (eig: 3:2; 3:4)
we, ﬁnd a word ‘Selah’ What does at ,mean_?”‘ R
Answer It is generally thought ‘that, th1s ;word is a
musical sign ; perhaps,a pause between the singing while
the instfump‘n]ts of musi¢ continued to. play. - They used
tnechanical music in that time but . today the Lord
commarids his people to sing (voca’l ‘music only) praises

T .(v,],.

_“In Ezek 36 25 we -tead about ‘sprmkhng of eleai

water’.' What does this s1gn1fy" Has 1t any connection
withibaptism” . :

~-Answer : Here the Lotd is uSlng ﬁéuratlve language in
'talkmg to his people about the Way ‘he is gomg to deal

with them. It has' abSOIuter nothmg to do with
baptlsm Baptfsm is not sprmklmg any way buta
burial in water. (Col. 2:12; Acts 8:26- 39)

“If at the end of an accident, e.g., air crash, in the
desert, a person seriously injured and nearing his death
wants to get baptized and there be no water sufficiently
near by, how is he to be baptized?”

S G
Answer: This is an'hypothetical case whicri
that one is not serious, in doing Wﬂiaf tghe Lond
in his word. One thlﬁk& if @e ¢ain ilogat;esa Ino le or
a way to escape what the Lord has said then -that will

ﬂautomat;cally nullify his. teaching on the command of
‘baptism.’ : But should anindividual find ‘himesif i in that

situation, would that change the Lord’s word? Christ has

* said. “He ‘that believeth and is baptlzed shall bé'§aved ;

but he that' believeth: not shall ‘b damined.” (Mark

" 16i16). - The' Lord: ‘made’ no exceptlons and oré had

better se¢ to it: that he conrphes w1th that teachmg

before he finds hims&lf out somewhere in a desert pla e

dying and with no way to be baptized. But to “fiirther
' _answer this question, you might check with:Acts 8:26-39

because it tells the story of a man who was.outin a
desert and yet he had no trouble at all in ﬁndmg water
in which he could be baptized.
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4 - «What does No. 666 meanin Rev. 13:18%" .

Answer : It is riot a literal number;_ Actualfy, it is 4

o ﬁguramrc ‘number and*has to “do, if is belisved, with

- 1 events in'the early days of ‘the church” Whén it passed
: through a gredt amount of ] persemmon .

: 8 " .;eWthh is the book most Holy Io me, ngsr,,,

Answer : As I understand it, it would- be‘the ‘Torah or

_ Pentateuch which is the first five books :of the Old
.-. Testament. - Although the word. of God,_-the Bible,
‘teaches that the Old Testament -as.a.whole, and this
includes the ﬁrst five books, of the Bxble,, have been

The law of Chnst is now bmdmg on the Whole world
‘Jews and non—Jews allke (Mqr;k 16 15 16 . Matthew
228:19, 20) ' .

NS

L
%zllya”

Who Will Go To Gujarat‘7

4 Gu]arat is another one of ,the gr.eat_Statcs of India. Its
people have disﬁnguished themselves in many fields and they
.are well known throughout the country. ~Gandhijee himself was
born there. Of course its capital is Ahmedabad but other
1mportant cities include Baroda, Broach, Surat, Rajkot,
Jamnagar, and Junagadh. .

Who will go to this State? There has beeti a report or two
that some work has. been done there biit ribthing'substantial
This needs to be changed. It may be that you are the very one
that can make the difference.
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‘We: cannot- send you and neither can we offer you any
support,. but if you can act on this challenge then the field is
wide open. Perhaps you are already living in this State. You
have learned the truth and you want to obey it. Furthermore,
you want to conduct worship and to try to teach others the
truth you have obeyed. That s wonderful. Maybe you are
living in a nearby State,, ‘you have relatlves or fnends in
Gujarat, and therefore as a Chrlstlan you desire to move there
to work for the Lord. Whatever your situation may be, if you
can do something about thls we would be so happy to hear
about it. For sure, the Lord said that the gospel should be
taken into ‘all th¢ world and that includes India and it also
includes Gujarat and every soul i in 1t We should not rest until
this command is obeyed

- Looking For Pauls

If you are familiar with the story af the Apostle Pail, you
know what he meant to the cause of Christ i in the first century.
Surely the Lord saw in-this man the great potentxal he represen-
ted for Christianity even before his cofiversion. ' He was a man
that was not only well educated and religious, but he was: also
full of fa1th _zeal, courage, determination, and dedication.
Being a Jew and one who was active in the propegating; of -
Judaism, feelmg that Chnstlamty represented a threat to his
religion, he set out to persecute and to exterminate those who
were spreading it, He said-ater that he did this in all serious-
ness believing that in so doing that God would be pleased..
(Acts 26:9). No telling what he would have eventually done
had Christ himself not stepped into the picture. In Acts 9 we
have the account of the Lord appearing to him and with this
Saul (as he was called back then) asked, ‘‘Lord, what wilt thou
have me do 7’ He was told to go into the city of Damascus and
there it would be told him what he should do. He went blind,
fasting, and praying and later Ananias came to him and com-
manded him to arise and be baptized to wash away his sins.
(Acts 22:16). He did so and began immediately to preach the
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resurrection of Christ. Not only so, but from that time onward
it was as though a wild fire had been turned loosé on Asiz -and
Europe because wherever he went. he preached the gospel of
Christ. Because of him, and others similar to him, the gospel
was. taken into .all the world in a short time.

There probably never has been another man exactly like .
him, nor will there ever be. But there must be men today, as
in every age, who closely resemble him in - many ways. .These
are the men who hear God’s will, obey it, and then because of
the drive that is within them they are able to lead hundreds
and thousands of others to the truth. ‘They are special men
because of their falth courage, zeal, and determmatlon Noth-
ing can stop them. These men are not followers, except. for
Christ, but they are leaders in that they are out working,
teaching, converting, and leading men and women to Christ.
They are not stttmg around waltmg for someone to come by to
tell them what to do but rather they are up moving, and- taking
the initiative for the Lord’s cause. . They are out on the front
line ﬁghtmg the good fight of faith. Because:of them the gospel -
will become known, the church, will.be planted; and only eter-
nity will reveal the good that was done.. :

Here in India, as well as around the world, we arée looking
for Pauls. We: are trying to locate them through hterature,
radio preaching, and personal contact. - We believe they are out
there somewhere. We may have- not met them, and ‘may néver
meet them; but'they are there. They are already unusual men. -
They are leaders. They are in all kinds of professions. Some -
may even be bad men. -But the point is, they have the poten-
tial for being great men of God. If we can but get the truth to - -
them, to get their attention, to awaken them to God and their
need, then they' will do the rest. Once they learn the truth
then they will obey it and then they will "begin to teach it to
others. 'How do I know this ? I know they will lf they are‘
like Paul.

Are you a Paul ? It 1s true that not everyone can be a
Paul, or even close to being a:Paul, but we ‘are saymg “that if
we can reach such potential leaders with the truth then they can
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be worth so much in spreadmg the gospel m thelr ‘own areas.
and throughout this country. Through them and their work all’

of the peopTe of India could ‘be reached with the gospel of
Christ.- How" 'wonderful that would be.

Regardless of who you are or where you may be, wrll you
hear the gospel, believe it, repent of your sins, ‘confess Chnst as
the Son of God, and be baptlzed for the remission of your sins?
If you will the Lord will add you to lns church and God can
use you to reach others. It is urgent for you to act now both
for yourself and for othérs. You ‘mdy not know it but you
might become another Paul. o

Long Hair .

Afew years back the popular British”~ s1ng1ng group called
Thé “Beatles introduced long Hait'to the western parts of the
world. Repfesentative of the hippi¢ fovemeniet, of rebelling
against modern sociéty and way of life, théir hair style' soon
spread to othérs who were hke thinded: - “Today it is popular
around the'world not only among thosé’ who would bé “'hippies; -
but also among young men, and older men -t60;: ‘of all walks
of life. It has .become so fashionable that,any adverusement
that you see that includes . men. wﬂl always . deplet them as
having Tong hair. . : o = -

The-east has always beem known forr copying the west. It
not only copies the west but'out-coples the-west. For instance,
if the girls of the west wear short dresses; the girls of the east
usually wear theirs even shorter.. - And so it is with many other
fads or practices. It is the same here in.India. It usually
begins with the wealthy and- then spreads on:'down among - the
poorer classes. Have you: noticéd- all the- boys and men who
are sporting long hair? ‘Have you noticed all. of -the pictures
in the various newspapers and magazines that sh,ow boys and
men. ‘with long hair? Of course the Sadhus, Gurus, and others;_
have been wearmg long hau' for years, but the present popu-
lanty of long hair among the male popula 10‘_1} did not. come ‘
through their influence, but through the influence of the west.
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Why is it that the east always picks up the bad habits, and
practices, of the west? It would be far better to find the things
that are good to imitate if it must mdulge in such tT11ngs '

One of the saddest thingsto be seen is to. observe young
men who believe in Christ wearing long hair. Why do they do
this? Surely it is not because they are followmg Christ.
Rather, they are doing it because they see others doing it and
they think if they are to be accepted then’ they must also have
long hair. They are so eager to keep up w1th the world around
them. Perhaps they think it makes them .look pretty, smart
modern, up to date, and fashlonable Maybe they want to
experiment, be different, and be noticed. Whatever their
motive, it is not a good one.

Sometime young people argue that Jesus and the Apostles
had long hair. Who said s0? “Who has any evidence to prove
it? The plctures thaf we have. of Christ and of the Apostles
represent someone’s imagination of how they might have look-
ed. No:.one actually knows what they looked. like or how they
wore their hair, except for the fact that the scnptures tell us
that it is a shame for a man to have . long hair and . we would
therefore conclude that. they would net have gone contrary to
that, divine- statement

“Others want to know how 10ng i Tong That may be ques-
tionable up to-a point, but we ‘can safely say that when a boy
or man’s hair gets long enough that you can’t tell himat
different angles from a girl then it is toa long. . But why would
any male want to look like a female? -God mademan and -
woman and he meant for themn to have their own individual
identities. ‘One way of distinguishing them is- by their hair..
The Bible says it is a.shame for a inan to have long hair but.
~ that long hair is a-glory-to the. woman. Men, remember- that

the next time’you look at:yourself in a mirror:- :

Now that we have refetred to the scrlptures more than once,
let us go° to God’s word and hear-Paiil'as hesays: “Beye-
followers of me, evenas T also am of Christ. Now T praise you,
brethren, that ye remémber me in ail things and keep the ordi- -
nances, as I delivéred them to' you. But T would have you know,
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that the head of.every man is Christ; and the head. of the woran
is the ~mam; and the head of Christ is God.: Every man ptaying

© o or plqphesymg, haying his head covered dishonoureth his head,

But every .woman that prayeth or prophesieth: with her head

funcovered dlshonoureth her head : for that is even.all one s .if

she were shaven, For if ‘the . woman be not covered, let her
also be shorn: but if it be a shame for a woman to be shorn or
shaven, let her be covered. For a man indeed ought not to
cover his head, forasmuch as he is the image and glory of God:
but the woman is the glory of the man. For the man is not of

+ the-woman; jbut the woman of the man. . 'Ne lther Wés. the:. man

created for” t‘he woman but the woman for the man. For this
cause ought the woman to have power on her head because of
the angells; Neverthieless neither i¢ the tiari withiout the woman,
neither the woman without the ‘man, in the Lord. For as the
woman is of the man, even so is the ifan also by the woman;
but all things of God. Judge in yourselves: is it comely that a
wonian. : pray unto ng unc@veﬁeadd? Dgth' not &ven nature
itself teach you, that, if ‘a man have long hair, it is a shame
unto him ? But-ifa woman-have long hair, jt is glory to her:

for her hair is gweh het fora coverihg. -~ But if 2 any man seem

- to be contentious; we have no such custom, neither the churches

of God'? (1 Corinthians 11:1-16). ~THat should settle the matter
then. God has, thus.spoken agamsf it and: with- thef knowledge
of that thén long hair ond man becomes ugly, unmanly, and
completely out of place Regardless of how many have it, that
does not make it rlghf To insist-on feeeping it only shows
your lack of respect for God ‘and his will.

Any man that has long hait,-and that includes_Both young
and old, needs'to g0 1mmedlately and get a halrcut Don’t you
realize that it is/a shamé for yeir to Have Jofighait?  Don’t you
know in so doing you are opposing God ? God did not intend
for you to_have it and- does not want-you to have it. Society
may accept it, your school or college may expect it, your

friends may want you to. keep it, your Jparents may permlt it,,

but regardless of how much they may eficourage you to have it,
and in spite of what they may say about you-if you cut it, as a
God fearing person and one who wants to please his maker and

B
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to bring honour to thatiname that you:wear, the name Christiai,
then you must have your hair-cut so that it will no longer be
said to be long. You should- have already ‘done this, and it is
to your shame that you have not, but if you have not, then
don®t live with your shame any longer. Get a hair cut. You
can.do that. You can afford it. You must do it.

| IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT !
Hear Our Hmdl Preachlng
Programme .

“SATYA SUSAMACHAR”

- On Radio Srilanka

| every Frlday Night from 8:45to 9:15
~on 25 and 31 Meter Band.
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“Thou Art Peter, And Upbn This
Rock I will Build My Church”

: Reggne Gnanasunderam

Jesus asked his disciples, “But whom say ye that I am”—
Mat. 16:15—*“and Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the
Christ, the Son of the living God. And Jesus answered and
said ‘'unto him, blessed art thou, Simon Barjona : for flesh and
blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is
in heaven. And I say also unto thee, that thouw art Peter, and
upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it. ?—Mat. 16: 16-18.

. From this answer which Jesus gave Peter some get the
mistaken idea that the church was built on Peter. It is therefore

necessary to examine carefully the answer Jesus gave Peter and
to ascertain :

A.  Whether the church wés in fact built on Peter.

B. Whether only Peter was given the keys of the kingdom.

C. Whether Peter was authonsed by Jesus to head the
church,

A study of each of the above from the Seriptures clearly
reveals the following:

A. Whether The Church Was In Fact Built On Peter.

The Greek words for ‘Peter’ and ‘rock’ indicate that the
word ‘rock’ does not refer to ‘Peter as will be seen from the
following:

“Thou art Peter:—Greek word-—Petms, meaning- singlé
: stone or fragment rock—Masculine

gender. .
“and upon this rock”—Greek word—Petra, meaning solid,
immovable bed rock feminine gender.
The above difference in the meaning of the words ‘Peter’
and ‘rock’ is also expressed in the Latin Vulgate, from which

was: translated the official Duoey version of the Catholic
Church,
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(1)
2

3)

“@

)

(6)
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The two words ‘Peter a.nd rock’ dlﬂ'er not only in

“méaning but also in' gender, codd ck

The word ‘Peter’ daes .not. refer to ‘rock’ neither dces

‘rorck’ refer to ‘Peter

The rock upon v»hl_ch the church Is- bullt is not Petera

- fragment of rock.

John 142—“And he brought him to Jesus And when
Jesus beheld him, he said, thou. art Simon ithe son of
Jona: thou shalt be called Cephas which is by mterpreta-
uon,astone : o U

The church is buiit on  the “sohd;" immovable bed rock
which is the great truth’ expressed in  Peter’s confession:
“Thou art the Chnst, the Son of the hvmg God ”—Mat
16:16.

This conclusion is further confirmed in 1 Cor 3 11——
“For other foundation can no man lay than that which is
laid, which is Jesus Christ.” ~Tesus himself claimed that
he was the Son of God. He has every right to establish
his church, and base it upon this divine bed rock founda-
tion which rock cannot be moved the deity. of Jesus

~Christ.

Jesus Christ is the chief corner stone, thé main- foundation
of the church. Eph. 2:20-¢...Jesus Christ himself being

. the chief corner stone”.

The relationship of Peter to the chief corner stone is no

- different than that of the other apostles.

Eph. 2: 19-20—“Now therefore ye are no more strangers
and foreigners but fellow citizens with the saints, and

~ of the household of God; and. are built -upon'theffounda-

tion: of  the: apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself

. being the chief corner stone, -

- Further we find in the Scmptures that Peter never clalmed
‘. to be the rock -on which; the church'was built, Peter

tells us:
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(a) In 1 Pet. 2 5-7, that Jesus Christ::ds the. chief corner
stome. e
(b) In Acts 4 11, that Jesus was 1hat s.tone who was
G rejected but became head of the corner o
(7) We also.find that God through the prophet announced in
{!‘ Isalah 28 16 T herefore thus’ saﬁh the Lord God, ‘behold,
1 lay m Zlon for a foundatlon a stone ‘a tfied stone, a
precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that ‘believeth
. shdll'not make haste.”” iuq. 0 : '
While Jesits ‘was' ofitgarth' he apphed thns prophesy to
+°¢ himself, recorded in‘Mat. 21;,42—Jesus.saith unto them,
did ye never read .in-the.. Scrip}sureg, the stone which
.. the builders rejected the same is become the head of the
" " ¢orner: this 1s the Lord domg Yand it is’ mal‘vellohs in
‘6{1: eyes" ‘ o o e e
The Scnptures Quoted Abo‘ve )Giearly Ind:cate That
i The Church Was Built On. Jesus. And Not:.on Peter
B. WHETHER ONLY' PETER WAS *GIVEN THE KEYS
- OF THE KINGDOM . .: .. = : !
i The Scriptures teach that: theukmgd.om of' heaven and the
church are one and the same. Mat. 16:18-19." :

.'The purpese,of keys is to.apgn or close. doors.: ; From, the
aecount of all.the gyvents. that ook place on.the. (}ay of Pente-
- cost, recorded in Acts 2 we find that for the: first time; -

(1) Peter preached the hrst gospel sermom, - . . i, o
NV Peter announced the terms and ponghtxpns on wh;ch men
i - :could have their sins. forgiven, . These are same:gonditions
Jesus taught apostles recorded in Mark 16:15-16; Mat.
28 19-20 i e

‘ai N '-‘.'1::‘. “hdoed et
As a result ofvthls pneachmg by Peteas we find &

(a) About 3000 believed and were baptised on the ‘same: da'y-
Acts 2 41

A,V'
i

(c) . They were added to the church—fAct_sz. 2:_47. ‘;.
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- "We thus find that : .~ ASERDE PRI BE S

(@) The church started on the day of PentecOSt

4 (b) The keys Sused by Peter to open the doors for entry into
the church was the gospel message preached by Peter.

,\(c) Thls gospel message mcluded the oondltlons by which
. men could have their sms forgwen, be bound or loosed

The Scriptures also reveal :

(a) The keys, being the gospel message was. used by Peter
- on. the authority of Jesus—Mark, 16:15-16. :

(b)- This ‘same authority was' glven by Jesus not only: to Peter
but to the other apostles as well. S

Mat 1.8 18-—“Ver11y I say unto you, whatsoever ye (all the
chureh) shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven and
whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven

i :

¢ - John: 20: 23-—“Whosoever sins ye remitg, they are remrtted

unto them; and whosoever sins ye, retain, they are retained.” .

(c) The only basis for pardon of man’s ‘sins' are the ' terms
“clearly. taught by Jesus-and proclaimed for the first time
by Peter on the day-of Pentecost. - o

(d) The Gospel message mcludmg the same -teritis of pardon
was protlaimed by the other apostlés and members of the .
church' as-well. (Acts84 2) A RS

Tt will therefore be ' observed  that Petet, ‘the ‘dposties "sﬁid
members of the church all had the same kéys; the: same gospel,
#nd the same terms of pardon to proclarm to every oreature in
dll the world. :

BN IE ERe .
According to the Scriptures Peter did not have any authority
the other apostles did not ‘have -as ‘will be observed- from' the
following < .i: ) " o w0 A e

(a) Peter never gave himself any specxal desrgnatron !but
referred to' himseif - as a “servant “afid apostle of Jesus
(Chr1st”2Pet.l 1) A A
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f ‘(b) Péter alse referrEd to- hnnself as a “fellow elder” ‘(1 Pet.

(c)

(d)

gl
FRAR R

©

5 -’1 ) T
Whe Peter used the ‘tefm  “‘chief" Shepherd” (l Pet 5:4)

.+the did.not refes: to. himself but to Jesus Christ.. - ..

If the apostle Paul had recogmsed any speclal authority
Peter had; ‘Paul-would- not'-hdve said “I'am not whit

..behind the,veryichiefest apostles”—2 Cor. 11:5. .

Ifthe apostles ‘had: tecognised Peter as their head they

. would not’havc exercxsed the authonty to send hlm to

(. A

e supenor authonty belonged to Peter

tabour in Samafia. "

,‘Acts 8:14 “Now when the apostles that were at Jerusalem
heard that Samaria had réceived the’ WOrd of God, they
" sent unto them Peter arid‘ John.” : :

At the council of Jerusalefn the ﬁnal declsmn was pro-
nounced by James and no”t Peter, thus denylng that any

. ‘_:Aets 15: 13 19 ¢ And after they ‘had held thelr peace,

James answered saymg, bretheren, hearken unto me..

< wherefore my sentence 1s

(8)

Peter at:no time: clalmed 1nfalhb1hty On the otber hand

. we read in Gal. 2:11 that Paul rebuked Pcter “because he

()

G

[0

Acts 10:25-26:

‘was to be blamed”.

When. Peter entered the house of Comelms we read in
“Cornelius met him and worshrpped hlm But Peter
took him up, saymg, stand up; T nIyself also am a man.

'The other apostles 106 took’ up the same - posmon when

“men wanted to worsblp them.’
., Acts 14 14 15 ¢, When the’ apostles Batnabas ahd Paul

‘ heard of .ran'in‘ aihong ‘the- people cry- .
in out;.. We aléo'are mert of fike pa’ssrons
with you...

*“Even'the angel Who'Fevedfed the future to" John did not

want John to worship him. Rev. 22:8.9: “And I. Johii:..
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: fell down to warship before the, feet . of the. angel ‘which
showed me these things. Then saith he unto me, see thou
~do it not: _for I am thy fellow se_rvant...worship God”

Whethér Peter Was Authiorised - By Jesis - To: Head
The Church

o

(a) The sole head of the church is Jesus Ch:nst,

Col. 1:18—<And he is'thé head of the body, the -church;

.:i, 'who is the beginning, the first born from the. dead ; that
. ..inall things he might have:the preeminence,”

We also read in Eph. 1:22-23 and Eph,, 5:23-24 that Jesus
Chnst i§ the head of the church

7

: Jmst as: the human bedy can, have .one he d the church

which is the body of Christ can. likewise Ha ve only Jesus

... asits head. - Further just as the human body is controlled

and dlrected by the- head so the church,,whlch is the body

‘ 'lof Jesus, is controlled and d1rected by Jesus, the sole head

of the church, Itis also evident that a human body can-

" ot act mdependent]y of its head. L1kew1se the “church

cannot aét ‘independently of “its’ head Jesus Chirist, nor
can the church formulate any rules, doctrines, or- creeds
- which are nlot speciﬁcally authorised by Jesus.

A (bi Jesus is referred to as the Great Shepherd of the sheep——

7;(:0)":

 Heb. 13:20.

Peter said that Chrrst is shepherd and brshop of our
- souls—1 Pet 2:25.

(d)vriPeter calls Jesus the Chlef Shepherd-l Pet 5. 4

- God: did not ,authonse any human bemg to act: for him on
earth. God also did not prqude for any vicar on earth.
. The meaning of the word vicar .is a “subst,ltute in office”.

" The scnptures are qmte clear that God did not ‘authorise

asubstltute for J esus on earth - Jesus himself said in

e

Mat, 28:18:
;. “All authority is given .unto me both in heaven and in

Cal.'th” EENTE L TP USSPt
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Further : e gm s e b

(a) The apostle Paul saxd that God now speaks tb us not

through any human being but by his Son. (Heb. 1:2.)
- (b) Jesus who said “all authority'is given unto me "in “heaven
. and in earth” also said in Mat. 28:20 :.“I. wﬂl be..with

-+, you even unto the-end of the world’’:s. 4

(é) ‘At no time did Jesus speak of ‘a “substitute. Never did
" he say that he would have - authority- in-heaven: and that
‘his vicar will have power -on’ earth: . Jesus never. did

authorise amanora group of men, to. head the church on
: earth

' Our Loﬁl And Saviour Jesus Gh‘hst ls T:Iie Sole
- Head Of The Church And-He Alone Has AN .
Authority Both In Heaven And In. .Earth -

~The Scnptures constantly ‘urge.. all behevers in Jesus Chnst
To speak wh@rerthe Bible spea(ks=——l Pet. 4: 11. e
- Not to go beyond that. which is written—-1 Cor-4:6

To walk by the same rule—Phil, 3:16
~ Not to interpret the Scriptures—2 Pet. 1320
" Not to add or take away from God’s word\——-De'i.;'t. 42,
" Ptov. 306, Rev.:22:18,19 C SR
76" Not to follow after the traditions of men-—Col. 2As'
"7> 'Not to obey' the doctrmes of men——-Mark 7 “7-9, 13
"n.mfore If We All '

Observe the above dxvme commands and do not follow
after the tradmons or “teachings’ of ere men and acce‘pt
“the Lord’s word and the Lord S wofd alone Just as’ hé gaVe
ittoman, ¢ Do g
“There Will Be’ Per}'ect Harmony Knd Umty Ammig"'-
All Believers Of Our Lord And Saviour, Jesus ‘Christ.

:J'.##‘S»‘LN'.'-'
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directory
* Church of Christ Church of Christ
- 508/32 Balda Road Mannur Post

Lucknow (U.P.) Jayempur-524131
Church of Christ Nellore Dist, A.P.
Box 6543 Church of Christ.
Cumbala Hill 37 M.S.0. Colony
Bombay-26 Bansawadi Road .
Church of Christ Bangalore-33 -
Pathanapuram P.O. Church of Christ
Quilon (DT.) 9, Erran St.
Kerala State ‘llzdur(slawalgcam "
Church of Christ acras- .
Churachandpur Church of Christ
Manipur 35, Lock Street
Church of Christ O, 08S
GNT Road

Pozhal, Madras-6000g6  (hurch of Christ
Church of Christ Shillong
953 Kalasiguda, Bolarum - Church of Christ

~ Secunderabad 500010, A.P.

it Kot R, N
~ Church of Christ Church of Christ
%I'.dNo. 1-9-312/5/2 No. 50-753-177 .
idyanagar
. Hyderabad 500044, A.P. gﬁfﬁ,g}f’;&_m
" Church of Christ Church of Christ
%8 Gadwal House Pool Bagh Road
- Nampally’ izi =2,
Mo sowo, ar, - Ve
Church of Christ . Vattapadam
Opp. District Courts Palankara -P. O.
Kannavarithota Nilambur
Guntur 4, A.P., Kerala State

Church of Christ G. Kondur (P.O.)
Via Kondapalli Krishna District, A.P.

These are but a few of. the addresses of the churches of
Christ located in India. Contact the one nearest you for
information about worship services, Bible Correspondence
Courses, and tracts, etc.
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