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- 'While Christ was on earth he qhose twelve
men, called apastles, to follow bim. He then
taught them and tramed them so that they might
carry on his work after his departure Each
one was an eye wﬂness of Christ, having been
with him from the baptism of Jobn until ke
was taken up into heaven Each one was also
baptized - with the Holy Spirit to enable them
to rememter all of the things that Christ hed
taught them, .to he guided inte all the truth,
to reveal God’s will, to speak- in-other tongues
or languages, and to perform miracles to cor--
vince. the people that they had. been sent of
God to proclaim lus wlll Finally, all of them,
except for John, suffered martyrdcm for tLe
cause of Chnst . .

“Are there any apost]es today‘? The answer r
would have to be. no since there are none that
are able to meet the quahﬁcatmns of being an,
apostle. - None have “been with th frcm the
time of John’s baptism up to the time he
returned - to- the Father in heaven, and there-
fore none todqy c¢amclaim to be eye-witnessess
of Christ. Any who would claim to be apostles
are imposters and false teachers.
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All of this makes for a very interesting
study. Many lessons can be derived from the
life of each apostle, _ their background, work,
and’ accomplishments. Bro. Joshua Gootam,
the speaker of our Telugu radio program over
Radio Sri Lanka, has written concerning the
apostles in these serjes of sermons. You will
find thém inspiring, informative, and helpful
in your study of God’s word. These lessons-
are commended to you. co

Although we are not apostles, and neither’
can we be, we:have been blessed by the apostles,
They not only took the lead in preaching the
gospel and spreading the cause of Christ in,

the first century, but several of them had a’
part in writing the New Testament as they
were directed and guided by the power of the
Holy Spirit. As a result, we have, the written

word today to read, study, and to obey. Thank
the Lord for the apostles, and thank you, Bro.
Joshua Gootam, for telling us about them in this
series of studies. T ‘ |

New Delhi-110049 J.C. CHOATE -~
May, 1-988- ,, P Church of Chrisg -
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