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The dictionary defines “a
paradox as a proposition or
statement that seems self-
contradictory or absurd yet in fact
expresses a possible truth”
(www.dictionary.com). Paradoxes
are used frequently throughout the
Bible to help us meditate on
deeper truths. The paradox to be
explored is that the Bible teaches
an inaugurated phase of the end
times what would be termed
already, but there is a consum-
mative (complete) phase of the
end times, what would be called
not yet.

This paradox will be illustrated
by five themes: (1) the resur-
rection, (2) the kingdom, (3)
salvation, (4) the judgment and (5)
the heavenly city of God.

Paradoxes of
Christianity:
Already,

But Not Yet

Shane Fisher

The Inaugurated Phase
(Already) and the
Consummative Phase (Not
Yet) of the Resurrection

When Adam and Eve sinned
against God (Genesis 3: 1-6), they
brought upon themselves and their
descendants the consequence of
physical death (Genesis 2:16-17;
1 Corinthians 15:22). There was
the certainty from the command
they would die physically, and it
happened (Genesis 5:5). Every
descendant of Adam and Eve
makes the choice to sin (often
termed spiritual death because
there is a separation from God,
Isaiah 59: 1-2) when they come
to an age of accountability
(Romans 7:7-12; Ephesians 2: 1-
2).



Jesus came to undo both types
of death. He died physically on the
cross for our sins as a sin-sacrifice
so that we could be reconciled
spiritually back to God (2
Corinthians 5:20-21). He died
physically also to undo the
grappling power of physical death
by being the first person to rise
from the dead to physically die no
more. He arose from the dead in
an immortal, glorious, incorrup-
tible body (Acts 26:23; 1 Corinthi-
ans 15; Hebrews 2: 14-15).

If a sinner trusts and obeys the
conditions God set forth on how
to be saved, he can be resurrected
spiritually (Romans 6:1-4). He is
brought back into a right
relationship with God, which is
spiritual life (John 10: 10;
Ephesians 2:5-6). He enters into
the inaugurated phase (already)
of the resurrection. John 5:24-27
states:

Most assuredly, I say to
you, he who hears My word
and believes in Him who sent
Me has everlasting life, and
shall not come into
judgment, but has passed
from death into life. Most
assuredly, I say to you, the
hour is coming, and now is,
when the dead will hear the
voice of the Son of God; and
those who hear will live. For
as the Father has life in

Himself, so He has granted
the Son to have life in
Himself, and has given Him
authority to execute
judgment also, because He is
the Son of Man.

If the Christian lives a faithful
life, then he has an anticipated
hope of being raised physically
from the dead on the last day (John
6:39, 44, 54; 12:48) when Jesus
returns, which completes the
consummative phase of the
resurrection (Acts 1 :9-11; 1
Thessalonians 4: 13-18).

John 5:28-29 demonstrates?
the consummative phase (not
yet). “Do not marvel at this; for
the hour is coming in which all
who are in the graves will hear
His voice and come forth - those
who have done good, to the
resurrection of life, and those
who have done evil, to the
resurrection of condemnation.”

The Inaugurated Phase
(Already) and the
Consummative Phase (Not
Yet) of the Kingdom

God has always been King of
the universe (Psalm 95:3).
Mankind has always been
accountable and amenable to
God’s laws since the beginning of
creation because of His right to
rule (Romans 4:15; 1 John 3:4).
When John the Immerser and



Jesus preached that the kingdom
of Heaven was at hand (Matthew
3:2; 4: 17), they were stating that
the kingdom (reign) of God was
about to be handed over to Jesus
the Messiah. During their personal
ministries, the reign of God
through the Messiah was already
coming about because (1) Jesus
was casting out demons by the
Holy Spirit (Matthew 12:28), (2)
people were attempting to make
Jesus into a political king, and as
it says, “And from the days of
John the Baptist until now the
kingdom of heaven suffers
violence, and the violent take it
by force” (Matthew 11: 12; John
6: 15) and (3) people were
undergoing the baptism of John
that granted them access to enter
into the inaugurated phase of the
kingdom (John 1:28,35-42; 3:3-
5; 4:1-2; Luke 7:29-30; Matthew
23:13). When Jesus ascended into
Heaven, He sat down at the right
hand of God to rule over the
kingdom (Hebrews 1 :3). He was
given all authority in Heaven and
on Earth (Matthew 28:18). Jesus
showed a display of His power in
A.D. 70 when He rendered
judgment on the Jews for their
rebellion and rejection of Him
(Luke 21:29-33). We who obey
the Gospel today can enter into
that inaugurated phase of the
kingdom in which Jesus reigns
presently (Colossians 1: 13;4: 11;

Acts 8:12; Romans 14: 17). The
church is the present manifestation
of the kingdom of God because it
is the visible reality of what people
ought to be doing in their daily
lives by allowing God to reign in
their hearts and lives.

There is also the consum-
mative phase (not yet) of the
kingdom of God in which Jesus
will return and will give the reign
back to the Father to rule over the
everlasting kingdom. It is then that
all the righteous will enter the
eternal abode with God, while the
wicked will enter into an eternal
Hell (1 Corinthians 6:9-11; 15:24,
50; Galatians 5:21; Ephesians
5:5).

The Inaugurated Phase
(Already’) and the
Consummative Phase (Not
Yet) of Salvation

Jesus came to seek and to save
the lost (Luke 19: 10). He came
so that He could save us from our
sins (Matthew 1 :21; 1 Timothy
2:4). If we obey the terms of the
Gospel, then, we enter into an
inaugurated phase of salvation,
being saved from our past sins
(Acts 2:38). We must continue to
live faithfully, and God is faithful,
Who will continue to cover us by
the blood of His Son if we will
trust Him and repent (1 John 1:7-
9; Acts 8:22- 24). If we do live
faithfully, Jesus will usher us into



the consummative phase of
salvation - Heaven itself - in
which we will never be able to fall
from grace because there will be
no more sin (1 Peter 1 :5; Hebrews
1:14;5:9;9:28).When a faithful
Christian dies physically, the spirit
goes and awaits in the hadean
realm of Paradise until the day of
Christ comes, when He will
reunite both physical body and
soul together (Matthew 10:28;
Luke 16: 19-31;23:43; Acts 2:25-
28; 2 Peter 2:4; Revelation 20: 13).

The Inaugurated Phase
(“Already”) and the
Consummative Phase (“Not
yet”) of Judgment

We stand on trial while we live
here upon this earth. The
inaugurated phase of judgment
began when Satan rebelled against
God (1 Timothy 3 :7). God has
decreed a day in which He will
render judgment on the Last Day
(Ecclesiastes 12:13-14). If we have
broken the law of God, then, we
have sinned and stand condemned
as sinners before a holy and a
righteous God. John 3:18 states,
“He who believes in Him is not
condemned; but he who does not
believe is condemned already,
because he has not believed in the
name of the only begotten Son of
God. “ We can receive justification
if we obey the Gospel, and then,
we are justified by the blood of

Christ (Romans 1:24, 26; 5:1,9).
If we are in Christ, then, there is
no condemnation (Romans X: I).
God will continue to justify us if
we keep living for Him. When
Jesus returns (Matthew 25:31-46;
Acts 17:30-31), then the consum-
mative phase of judgment - the
great Day of Judgment (2
Corinthians 5:10) — will comme-
nce. Those who are righteous will
receive a sentence from Jesus, the
just Judge, in that they will be
permitted to enter into the
kingdom prepared from the
foundation of the world (Matthew
25:34). On that day, the wicked
will be issued a sentence of
ultimate condemnation to an
eternal lake of fire that was
originally prepared for the devil
and his angels (Matthew 25:41).

The Inaugurated Phase
(Already) and the
Consummative Phase (Not
Yet) of The City of God

If we do become Christians,
then, we enter into the inaugu-
rated phase of the city of God -
the new Jerusalem. Hebrews
12:22-24 states:

But you have come to
Mount Zion and to the city of
the living God, the heavenly
Jerusalem, to an innumerable
company of angels, to the
general assembly and church
of the firstborn who are



registered in heaven, to God
the Judge of all, to the spirits
of just men made perfect, to
Jesus the Mediator of the new
covenant, and to the blood of
sprinkling that speaks better
things than that of Abel.

Notice these blessings for the
Christian are given in the perfect
tense - “have come” - an action
that occurred in the past with
abiding results. However, the
writer of Hebrews also discussed
the consummative state of the
city of God in Hebrews 13:14,
“For here we have no continuing
city, but we seek the one to come.”
John wrote about this same city at
the end of Revelation 21-22, and
there we also see an inaugurated-
consummative phase of the city.
Christians can know they have
entered into the inaugurated phase
of the city of God because of the
testimony of Hebrews 12:22-24,
and if we should add to or take
away anything out of Revelation,
then, we are in danger of being
cast out of the holy city
(Revelation 22:18-19), which only
makes sense if we are in the
inaugurated phase of having
entered the city but not the
consummative phase in which
there will be no more sin. Before
the great Day of Judgment arrives
(Revelation 20: 11-15), we know
that the forces of evil gather

around the “beloved city,”
surrounding it in trying their best
to destroy it (Revelation 20:9).
Therefore, we must put on the
whole armor of God and withstand
all the wiles of the devil
(Ephesians 6: 1 0-18), and we
must stand fast to defend the walls
of the New Jerusalem from the
attacks!

Conclusion

Are you spiritually separated
from God? Why not obey the
Gospel so that you can be placed
in a right relationship with Him?
You will be raised to walk in
newness of life (Romans 6:4). You
will be justified by the blood of
the Son of God (Romans 5:9). You
will have entered into the
inaugurated phase of His kingdom
(Colossians 1: 13). You will have
obtained salvation through His
name (Acts 4:12). You will have
entered into the inaugurated phase
of the city of God (Hebrews
12:22-24). Live faithfully so that
when you die physically you can
experience a physical resurrection
unto everlasting life (John 5:28-
29), of being able to enter into the
consummative phase of the
kingdom of God (2 Peter 1: 5-11),
of being able to enter into the
consummative phase of the city of
God (Hebrews 13: 14) and of
obtaining final salvation (1 Peter
1:5). T



Worship has long been
viewed as an essential part of our
Christian service to God, and
most Christians look forward to
meeting with the saints and
worshipping the one true God.
However, there are times when
one is prevented from
assembling. It might be an
extended illness, natural
catastrophes or even a pandemic
such as the recent corona virus
outbreak. There are times when
it is not possible for Christians to
assemble together. The world has
been afflicted with the corona
virus, which has affected
virtually every nation to some
degree. Many countries went on
lockdown, and the majority of
churches all around the world
stopped meeting together for a
time in an effort to keep everyone

The
Importance of
Assembling
Together

Jerry Bates

safe from the very contagious
virus. However, that did not mean
that all worship ceased.

Worship is an individual
service that a person gives to
God. It comes from the heart, and
it has often been said that one can
praise God anywhere. During the
pandemic, Christians continued
to pay homage to God, but it was
a family worship or small groups
meeting in homes. Most churches
streamed their worship services
so their members could
“virtually” assemble and worship
together. Many have wondered if
that was acceptable and whether
that type of service is ‘Just as
good.” Furthermore, if we can
worship God individually as it
has been done, why do we need
to assemble at all? Will Christians



stop assembling and just worship
God individually? Those are
good questions to consider. Only
time will tell whether many
Christians stop meeting with
other Christians, but we can
consider the question whether an
individual worship is ‘Just as
good” as a corporate worship.

One danger of individual
worship is that worship can easily
deteriorate into a requirement or
a ritual that we must perform.
Since worship would be
individual, that means you can do
it anytime. Rather than worship
being planned and everything
else is worked around it, the
opposite occurs. Worship is
simply planned around other
activities whenever it is most
convenient. For example, one
could be busily engaged in other
activities, then he suddenly stops
for a few minutes to perform the
acts of worship, after which he
immediately goes back to his
other activities — or even worse,
do those activities while we are
supposedly worshipping. Rather
than worship being a sacred time
to honor, glorify and praise God,
it can easily decline to doing
certain rituals to. “check that
box” before moving on to other
things.

Furthermore, many seem to
forget about the purpose of
worship. Yes, it is primarily about
giving homage to God, our
Creator. However, there is
another purpose. The writer of
Hebrews encouraged US to “not
forsaking the assembling of
ourselves together, as is the
manner of some, but exhorting
one another, and so much the
more as you see the Day
approaching”. (Hebrews 10:25).
In this passage, we see that we
are to encourage one another
because it is quite easy to become
discouraged. We can best
accomplish that by meeting

together. Christians are
continually  exhorted to
encourage one another.

“Therefore comfort each other
and edify one another, just as
you also are doing” (Il
Thessalonians 5: II). The
Thessalonians were busy
edifying one another, and they are
exhorted to continue doing that.
We really can only do that by
assembling with fellow
Christians. Whenever one
neglects to assemble, he
discourages everyone else rather
than encouraging others. Thus,
we see another purpose to
worship is encouragement of
fellow Christians, as well as we



ourselves are encouraged.

Additionally, we are to be
concerned with one another as a
spiritual family and render
assistance to others as they may
have need. This may be financial
help, but more often, it is simply
love, concern, compassion or a
shoulder on which to cry. This
help is very encouraging to
struggling Christians, but how are
we going to learn about such
needs if we do not assemble?
With today’s modern technology,
we can get the Word around to
some extent by other means, but
it is still not nearly as effective
as actually meeting together.

Solitary worship or with a
small group simply is not the
same as corporate worship.

One can engage in the same
acts and listen to good spiritual
lessons, but one does not receive
the same benefits. There is
something about being with
fellow Christians that simply
cannot be replaced or duplicated.
Many have discovered this in the
recent pandemic. After being
separated for several weeks, it

was so good to once again be able
to assemble with fellow
Christians. It is difficult to
faithfully follow Christ very long
by ourselves. One illustration that
has often been used is of a stick
in a fire. If the stick of wood is in
a fire surrounded with other
sticks, it will bum and give off
heat.

However, if one stick is pulled
out all by itself, its fire will soon
go out. Accordingly, if one
Christian lives to himself without
the encouragement and
companionship of other
Christians, he will likely become
discouraged, and his spiritual fire
will go out.

Let us never be deceived into
thinking that one can worship
God by himself and thus not need
to assemble with the saints. If we
begin to think like that, it is likely
that we are on the road to
destruction, and it will probably
have a detrimental effect on the
spiritual welfare of others as well.

There are great benefits for
assembling that we all need.
Undoubtedly, God knew that,
which is why He commanded us
to assemble. T

P
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To those who read the Bible
and know God’s will, the
question arises as to why so many
accept false teaching. Why are
they so easily deceived and led
astray? Can’t people see the
difference between the truth and
a lie? Of course many want to be
deceived. They look for a
teaching that agrees with what
their parents taught them, with
what they already believe or with
the kind of life they want to live.
Others are impressed by some
popular personality to the point
that they get to thinking that this
is surely the truth because so
many are following it, and if “I
don’taccept it, [ am rejecting the
truth.” Paul said that this was
also true of those who had been
deceived by the things of the
world:

“For the wrath of God is

11

Why Do So
Many People
Accept False

Doctrines?

- J.C. Choate

revealed from heaven against all
ungodliness and unrighteous-
ness of men, who suppress the
truth in unrighteousness, .. .
although they knew God, they
did not glorify Him as God, nor
were thankful, but became futile
in their thoughts, and their
foolish hearts were darkened.
Professing to be wise, they
became fools, and changed the
glory of the incorruptible God
into an image made like
corruptible man — and birds and
four-footed animals and
creeping thing... Therefore God
also gave them up to unclean-
ness, in the lusts of their hearts,
to dishonor their bodies among
themselves, who exchanged the
truth of God for the lie, and
worshiped and served the
creature rather than the Creator,
who is blessed forever. Amen.
For this reason God gave them



up to vile passions. For even
their women exchanged the
natural use for what is against
nature. Likewise also the men,
leaving the natural u.<e of the
woman, burned in their lust for
one another, men with men
committing what is shameful,
and receiving in themselves the
penalty of their error which was
due. And even as they did not
like to retain God in their
knowledge, God gave them over
to a debased mind, to do those
things which are not fitting;
being  filled with all
unrighteousness, sexual immor-
ality, wickedness, covetousness,
maliciousness; full of envy,
murder, strife, deceit, evil-
mindedness; they are whispe-
rers, backbiters, haters of God,
violent, proud, boasters, inven-
tors of evil things, disobedient to
parents, undiscerning, untrust-
worthy, unloving, unforgiving,
unmerciful; who, knowing the
righteous judgment of God, that
those who practice such things
are deserving of death, not only
do the same but also approve of
those who practice them.”
(Romans I: 18-32).

A good example of how
people can be influenced is found
in the music world. You can take
a mediocre piece of music or a

12

song and play it enough that it
turns into a number one hit.
Another example is where
someone with money can take an
unknown and give him enough
publicity that he becomes a
world-renowned personality. One
can be trained to like a fruit or
vegetable by eating it often
enough. We know in the fashion
world, in sports or with any
product or activity, “nothings”
can become popular when
enough publicity is given to
them, if enough use it or do it.
Politicians are notorious for
running commercials that are lies,
but when aired enough, they have
the same desired effects as if they
were the truth.

The lies promoted as truths
are much worse when morals are
corrupted, as is the case
throughout the world today. As
Paul described in the passage we
just read from Romans, our
world accepts many heinous
sins as culturally “alright”
simply because they have come
to be so widely practiced.

False things accepted as truth
is certainly the case in the
religious world. I wonder how
many times the story has been
told about the thief on the cross
being saved without baptism to
try to prove that any sinner can



be saved today without baptism.
How many times have you heard
that one church is as good as
another, that one can be saved by
faith only, that all humans are
born in sin and thousands of other
erroneous religious doctrines that
have been accepted as truth for
centuries?

False teachings are well
known and accepted because the
majority of preachers and
teachers are proclaiming them all
over the world in a popular
manner. They are well packaged
in printed form, on radio and TV,
in beautiful meeting houses,
through schools and hospitals,
and in many other ways that are
appealing to the masses. Because
they have wide acceptance, they
are deemed to be the truth.

On the other hand, congre-
gations of the Lord’s church are
usually small. We have only a few
preachers who are preaching the
whole truth, and when we
condemn error and ask that
people return to the Bible for
God’s will, we are often rejected,
criticized and portrayed as a little
group that thinks it is the only
group going to Heaven. Some-
times, even weaker brethren
succumb to these criticisms and
rejections by giving up and
joining the opposition. This is

13

sad, indeed, since the majority
accepting a thing does not make
it right. Christ Himself said,
“Enter by the narrow gate; for
wide is the gate and broad is the
way that leads to destruction,
and there are many who go in
by it. Because narrow is the gate
and difficult is the way which
leads to life, and there are few
who find it” (Matthew 7:13,14).
Was our Lord in the minority or
in the majority?

We must remember that the
Lord’s Word is Truth (John 17:
17) and that only the truth makes
us free (John 8:32). Christ also
said, “I am the way, the truth,
and the life; no one comes to the
Father but by me.” (John 14:6).
Finally, He said that if we reject
Him and His word, we have one
that will judge us in the last day
(John 12:48).

Keep in mind that even
though the majority may believe
and practice something, that does
not make it right. Don’t follow
men and their teachings, since
there is the great likelihood that
they are wrong. Hear the Word
of the Lord, believe it and obey
it, and only then will you be
right. Remember that God’s way
is right even though all may be
against it. Do it God’s way if you
want to be saved eternally. %
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Tribute to the Bible

A.Z. Conrad

Century follows century - there it stands.
Empires rise and fall - there it stands.
Dynasty follows dynasty- there it stands.
Kings are crowned and uncrowned - there it stands.
Disposed and torn to pieces - there it stands.
Storms of hate swirl about it - there it stands.
Atheists rail against it - there it stands.
Agnostics smile cynically - there it stands.
Profane punsters caricature it - there it stands.
Unbelief abandons it - there it stands.
Higher critics deny its inspiration - there it stands.
Thunderbolts of wrath smite it - there it stands.
The flames are kindled about it - there it stands.
The arrows of hate are discharged against it
- there it stands.

Radicalism rants and raves against it - there it stands.
Infidels predict its abandonment - there it stands.
The tooth of time gnaws but makes no dent in it
- there it stands.

Modernism tries to explain it away - there it stands.

Well did Moncrief say:

“The Book of God will stand secure
When the sun and stars decline:
Its ageless truth will still endure

To prove its Source Divine”




GESPEL PREACHING @K
TELEVISION & RADI©

Telugu : Subhavartha Channel Sunday 6.00 p.m
NIREEKSHANA Channel every Tuesday 3:00 p.m
and every Wednesday at 7:30 a.m.
Aradhana Channel every Saturday 6:30 a.m.
Kanthi Channel : Everyday at 6:30 a.m. & 3:30 p.m.
YouTube & Facebook : 24 hrs. daily
click on: Satyavani Church of Christ
Speakers : Ricky, Ronnie & Joshua Gootam
Hindi  : Shubhasandesh Channel Sunday & Tuesday 7.00-7.30 pm
Every Friday night 8:00 to 8:30 p.m.
Speakers : Francis, Vinay, & Sunny David
: P.O. Box. 3815, New Delhi - 110049
| Malayalam: Jai Hind Channel Saturday 6.00-6.30 a.m
- Speaker : P.K. Varghese
Tamil : Tamilan T.V. Tuesday 9.30 - 9.45 p.m
Sunday 6.45 - 7.00 p.m.
Holy Cross T.V. Sunday 6.30-6.45 a.m (Only in Puducherry)
King of Glory T.V. Sunday 6.15 - 6.30 a.m (in Tirunelveli Dist)
Speakers : Philemon & Kingsley

Nambikkal T.V. Tuesday 6:30 - 7.00 a.m
Friday 7.30 - 8 a.m.
Speaker : Rajanayagam

Nambikkal T.V. Saturday 8.00 - 8:30 p.m.
Joy TV Wednesday 6:00 - 6.30 p.m.
Heaven TV Sunday 6:30 - 7:00 p.m.
Speaker : Arjunan

TAMIL RADIO PROGRAMS FROM SRI LANKA RADIO
Sunday to Wednesday 5.30 - 5.45 p.m.

Speakers : Douglas & P.R. Swamy
Saturday 5.30 - 5.45 p.m., speakers : Arjunan

Please write to these addresses for
Bible correspondence courses, Magzines,
and other Christian Literature in your language.
All'of these Programmes are sponsored
by
CHURCH OF CHRIST
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