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One Race

Acts 17:26 informs us that
God “..made from one blood
every nation of men to dwell on
all the face of the earth ... “ (NKV,
KJV, YLT, etc.). Other transla-
tions of the same verse read
somewhat differently but teach
the same truth. "... he made of
one every nation of men to dwell
on all theface of the earth ..."
(ASV). “... he made from one
man every nation of mankind to
live on all the face of the earth
..”" (ESV). “From one man he
made every nation of men, that
they should inhabit the whole
earth ...” (NIV). “... He made
out of one source material every
nation of mankind to inhabit the
entire surface of the earth”

One Race and
One Body

Louis Rushmore

(West’s New  Testament
Expanded Translation). (The
derived Greek text from which
the KJV and similar translations
were translated relies on a large
quantity of manuscripts, while
the ASV and other translations
depend on a derived Greek text
from three or so older manu-
scripts, therefore, supposedly of
higher quality.)

Irrespective of the translation
above to which one turns
respecting Acts 17:26, it ought
to be obvious to every Bible-
believer that actually there is
only one race - the human race.
Dissimilarities of skin pigmen-
tation, hair color, eye color,
physique, ethnicity, culture,
language, gender (i.c., male or



female), age, economics,
education, social status, habitat
and such like are relatively
irrelevant and do not alter the fact
that every person is a part of THE
human race. Everyone - who has
ever lived, is now living or who
shall ever live - has Adam and
Eve as his or her first biological,
ancestral parents (Genesis 1 :28).
We’re all related to Adam and
Eve; every human being
ultimately belongs to the same
extended family. We are all
brothers and sisters thrugh Adam
and Eve. Later in human history
and following the universal flood
of Noah’s day, God at that time
charged Noah’s family to
repopulate the earth (Genesis
9:1). Therefore, every human
being likewise is a descendant of
those eight souls who dis-
embarked Noah’s ark (1 Peter
3:20). Once more, we emphasize
that we are brothers and sisters
through the expanded family of
Noah.

We are all humans and equally
related to our first parents - Adam
and Eve - and subsequently
related likewise to Noah’s family.
It is no wonder, then that God is
no respecter of persons (Romans
2: 11; I Peter 1:17). That being

true, the Gospel-God’s plan for
the redemption of humanity - is
for all of mankind irrelevant of
dissimilarities of  skin
pigmentation, hair color, eye
color, physique, ethnicity,
culture, language, gender, age,
economics, education, social
status, habitat and such like. “For
I am not ashamed of the gospel
of Christ, for it is the power of
God to salvation for everyone
who believes, for the Jew first
and also for the Greek” (Romans
I: 16 NKJV). “Go into all the
world and preach the gospel to
every creature” (Mark 16: 15).
“... make disciples of all nations
...”" (Matthew 28: 19). No
member of the human race is
exempted from the potential
blessings of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ.

One Body

When anyone, irrespective of
dissimilarities of skin pigmenta-
tion, hair color, eye color,
physique, ethnicity, culture,
language, gender, age, econo-
mics, education, social status,
habitat and such like, conforms
to that Gospel, then, he or she is
“saved” and added to the church
of the Bible by Jesus Christ



Himself (Acts 2:47). The New
Testament categorizes all of
humanity into two groups - Jews
and non-Jews or Gentiles.
Through compliance with the
Gospel, people from those two
groups become one body.

Therefore remember that
you, once Gentiles in the flesh -
who are called Uncircumcision
by what is called the
Circumcision [Jews] made in the
flesh by hands—that at that time
you were without Christ, being
aliens from the commonwealth
of Israel and strangers from the
covenants of promise, having no
hope and without God in the
world. But now in Christ Jesus
you who once were far off have
been brought near by the blood
of Christ. For He Himself'is our
peace, who has made both one,
and has broken down the middle
wall of separation, having
abolished in His flesh the
enmity, that is, the law of
commandments contained in
ordinances, so as to create in
Himself one new man from the
two, thus making peace, and that
He might reconcile them both to
God in one body through the
cross, thereby putting to death
the enmity. And He came and

preached peace to you who were
afar off [Gentiles] and to those
who were near [Jews]. For
through Him we both have
access by one Spirit to the
Father. (Ephesians 2: 11-18)

Non-Jews and Jews who obey
the Gospel are “fellow citizens ...
and members of the household
of God” (Ephesians 2: 19). Non-
Jews and Jews  “who do not
obey the Gospel” (2 Thessa-
lonians 1:8; I Peter 4: 17) remain
interrelated and equal through
their biological, ancestral
relationship to Adam and Eve, as
well as to Noah’s family, but they
are not family members of the
household of God-the “one
body” (Romans 12 :4-5; I Corin-
thians 12: 12, 20; Ephesians 4:4;
Colossians 3:15) - “the church”
(Ephesians 1:22-23; 5:23;
Colossians I: 18,24). “For by one
Spirit we were all baptized into
one body-whether Jews or
Greeks, whether slaves or free—
ilnd have all been made to drink
into one Spirit” (1 Corinthians
12: 13). “For as many of you as
were baptized into Christ have
put on Christ. There is neither
Jew nor Greek, there is neither
slave nor free, there is neither
male nor female; for you are all



one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians
3:27-28). Each child of God,
without distinction owing to
dissimilarities of skin pigmen-
tation, hair color, eye color,
physique, ethniciry, culture,
language, gender, age, econo-
mics, education, social status,
habitat and such like enjoys
spiritual equality salvation. (Only
roles differ for male and female
Christians, elders, deacons,
preachers, and teachers.)

Conclusion

The artificial distinctions of
the dissimilarities of skin
pigmen-tation, hair color, eye
color, physique, ethnicity,
culture, language, gender, age,
economics, education, social
status, habitat and such like do
not detract from anyone’s
membership in THE one race—
THE human race. Neither do
the peculiarities from one person
to another reduce the spiritual

equality and membership of any
Christian in the one body-the
one church of the Bible. All we
are one race-the human race. All
we who have believed Jesus
Christ to be the Son of God or
the Messiah (John 8:24), have
contacted the saving blood of
Jesus Christ (Revelation I :5) by
being buried in baptism into the
death of Christ (Romans 6:3-4)
and have been resurrected
therefrom to walk in newness of
life with Him (Romans 6:4-5) are
“one in Christ” (Galatians 3:28).
(Repentance—Acts 2:38-and
professing Jesus to be the Christ-
Romans 10:9-10 —go along with
Gospel obedience, which leads to
forgiveness of past sins.) Human
beings are brothers and sisters
through a common ancestry with
Adam and Eve, and all Christians
are “heirs of God and joint heirs
with Christ” (Romans 8:17).
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Being spiritually blind is a
great, eternal tragedy, and I feel
certain that most people reading
this would immediately proclaim
that they are not spiritually blind.
Hopefully, that is true; however,
we should not be so quick to
assert such a statement. For one
thing, we must realize that at one
time we were all spiritually blind.
Before we surrendered our lives
in faith to Jesus, all of us were
lost in sin. Paul declared in
Ephesians 5:8, "for you were
once darkness ...." Scripture
associates sin with darkness.
When we are walking in physical
darkness, we are in effect blind
because we cannot see obstacles
in our way. Similarly, when we
are walking in sin, we are in
darkness and are spiritually blind.

Are You
Spiritually
Blind?

Jerry Bates

All of mankind eventually
chooses to sin against God and
becomes spiritually blind. Paul
affirmed this spiritual truth when
he wrote, “for all have sinned
and fall short of the glory of
God” (Romans 3:23).

Yes, it is a great tragedy to be
spiritually blind; however, we
also need to realize that Christ
came to deliver us from such a
state. Part of Ephesians 5:8 was
mentioned earlier, but Paul
continued in the same verse, "...
but now you are light in the
Lord". Yes, we were all once in
darkness, but we do not have to
continue in darkness. We can
become light by following the
light of the world, Jesus Christ
(John 9:5). Jesus made that
statement and then proved it by



giving physical sight to a man
that had been born blind. Jesus
came to earth to deliver us from
the power of darkness. Paul
declared that Jesus came to eartb
“to open their eyes, in order to
turn them from darkness to
light, and from the power of
Satan to God, that they may
receive forgiveness of sins and
an inheritance among those ...
who are sanctified by faith in
Me” (Acts 26:18). Only Christ
can give us sight, and until we
submit by faith to Him in baptism
for the remission of our sins
(Mark 16: 16), we will remain
spiritually blind. Yet, there is one
more thing we must consider. We
may have done that in the past
but are spiritually blind again. In
Revelation 3:14-22, we find a
letter written to the church in
Laodicea. Verse 17 states that
those Christians did not know
that they were “wretched,
miserable, poor, blind, and
naked.” Notice that these
Christians were said to be blind.
Obviously, they were not
physically blind. They were not
spiritually blind because they no
longer believed in Jesus or were
living such wicked lives. They
were blind because they were

lukewarm (3: I 6); they were no
longer fully committed to Jesus.
Unfortunately, [ believe there are
many Christians today in a
similar situation. Due to the
stresses and temptations oflife,
they are no longer fully
committed to Christ and have
become lukewarm and are, in
effect, blind.

Sadly, multitudes of people
today do not realize they are
blind; yet, many others choose to
remain blind. No one would
choose to remain physically blind
if the alternative were available.
We might wonder why anyone
would choose to remain blind.
There might be several reasons,
but briefly let us notice three.

Firstly, some choose to
remain blind due to fear. The
parents of the blind man in John
9 were asked why their son could
now see (9: 19). They knew who
had made it possible for their son
to see, but they were afraid to
confess that because they feared
the Jews (9:22). They were afraid
of what the religious leaders
would do to them. Thus, they
remained spiritually blind due to
fear. Similarly, many today
believe the truth about Jesus, but



they are afraid of what others may
think or say about their faith, and
s0, they never do anything about
it. Their faith is dead or worthless
(James 2:26), and they remain
spiritually blind.

Secondly, some choose to
remain blind because of their
allegiance to their religious
leaders. After this blind man was
healed, we would think that
crowds of other sick and blind
people would be brought to Jesus,
but we do not read of such
actions. Instead, we find that the
friends and neighbors of the blind
man brought him to the Pharisees
(9:8, 13). Instead of rejoicing that
ablind man had been made to see
(something which had never
happened hefore the coming of
Jesus, 9:32), they were critical
because it was done on lhe
Sabbath Day. In effect, these
people brought this man to their
religious leaders and asked them
to solve the situation for them.
These men had the power and
were supposed to have all the
answers. It seems they were not
going to believe or do anything
until their religious leaders
approve them. Masses of people
are living in a similar situation
today. They are following some

religious leader or group, and
they are not going to change their
beliefs. Unfortunately, many
attempt to justify such a lifestyle
by asserting that if one is
sincerely following a certain
belief system, then surely God
would save him despite his error.
Jesus clearly pointed out the
fgolishness of such a life in
Matthew 15:14. “They are blind
leadersof the blind. And if the
blind leads the blind, both
willfall into a ditch.” We must
be sure we are following the true
teachings of God as revealed in
Scripture rather than the
teachings of man (Matthew 15:7-
9).

Thirdly, many people remain
blind due to pride. The religious
leaders of John 9 are examples
of'this distressing situation. They
were facing a miracle that
confirmed the deity of Jesus.
They could not deny the miracle,
but they could not accept the
evident conclusion either. They
claimed to be the only ones who
could see, but in actuality, they
were blind. Because of their pride
and position in life, they refused
to accept the plain truth as
articulated by the ‘blind man
(John 9:30-34). They ridiculed



this man and threw him out of the
synagogue. They thought he
could teach them nothing of a
spiritual nature. Likewise,
multitudes today are living in a
similar condition. Many are
prideful of their education, social
prominence or other things and
refuse to seriously consider
biblical teachings. Even in the
church, some look down on
others of lesser educational
attainments and sometimes
consider their religious views as
not worthy of serious
consideration. I have heard
people say, “I am satisfied with
my life!” They are satisfied with
whatever situation in which they
are and refuse to even consider

10

an alternative belief. They are
like the religious leaders of John
9 as described by Jesus in verse
41. “... But now you say, ‘We
see. ‘Therefore your sin
remains. “Isaiah pictured the sad
condition of such people in Isaiah
5:21, which reads, “Woe to those
who are wise in their own eyes
and prudent in their own sight!”
The miracle in John 9 reminds us
of the danger of spiritual
blindness. It is easy to say, “I
see,” even while being blind.
There is no shame in being blind;
the only shame is in remaining
spiritually blind. Let us always
reflect on our lives and be sure
that we can truly see spiritually.



A paradox is defined as, “a
statement that seems self-contra-
dictory or absurd, yet in fact
expresses a possible truth”
(www.dictionary.com). The Bible
is full of paradoxes. In this article,
we will see that the Bible teaches
that a Christian is alone, yet not
alone.

All Existing Problem:
Spiritual Aloneness

God made us as social beings.
He meant for our relationships to
have a social aspect to them. God
created us to have friends
(Proverbs 17: 17; 18:24; 27: 17).
In the beginning of the creation,
God said it was not good for a
man to be alone. Therefore, He

11

PARADOXES
OF
CHRISTIANITY:
ALoNE, YET Not
ALONE

Shane Fisher

made a helper for man - a woman
(Genesis 2: 18-24). A husband
and wife are to be best friends - a
picture of Christ and His church
(Ephesians 5:22-33).

There is something far worse
than social aloneness and that is
spiritual aloneness. Spiritual
aloneness happens to every
human being who becomes
accountable to the law of God
when he comes to realize the
difference between right and
wrong (Deuteronomy 1:39;
Romans 7:7-13) and chooses to
sin against God’s law (I John 3:4).
He separates himself from a
relationship with God (Isaiah 59:
1-2).



This took place in the Garden
of Eden. Adam and Eve had an
open and special relationship
with God. When Eve was
tempted by the serpent, she and
her husband fell into sin when
they ate the forbidden fruit
(Genesls 3: 1-6). Thereafter, they
attempted to hide from God
(Genesis 3:7-8). It is very clear
that they once had a wonderful
relationship with their Creator,
but then it horribly struck them
that they were spiritually alone.

They  had  separated
themselves from God by sin. It
only got worse after this as Cain
murdered his brother Abel. The
text says, “he went out from the
presence of the Lord” (Genesis
4:16). Cain was spiritually alone
without God. Every accountable
human being has followed. in the
footsteps of Adam, Eve and Cain
by choosing to sin agamst God.
It is an ever-existing problem in
our modern world.

Jesus’ famous parable of the
Prodigal Son (Luke 15: 11-31)
illustrates sinlfulness. As one
reads the parable carefully, he
discovers that there were two lost
boys. The first one that had gone
away from the house realized

12

how spiritually alone he was, and
he sought to return to his father’s
house. He was greeted by his
father. His older brother, though,
was not happy about the news.
At the end of the parable, it is the
older brother who was outside
the father’s house. He was
spiritually he
represented the Pharisees who
needed to be restored to God.

alone as

Man has a vacuum in his
heart, and it can only be filled by
God Himself (Ecclesiastes 3: 11).
We need to realize our spiritual
bankruptcy before God and that
we desperately need Him
(Matthew 5:8). God had begun
already, before time, to initiate a
plan to redeem those who were
made in His image. Ultimately,
God’s strategy was to send His
Son Jesus Christ to die for our
sins and to reconcile us back to
Himself so that we would not be
left alone (I Peter 1:20; Ephesians
1:3-14). We can have a relation-
ship with our Creator and the sin
problem can be repaired by
trusting in the blood of God’s
dear Son, through water
immersion to cleanse our sins
(Acts 22:16; Romans 6:3-4;
Colossians 2:11-12).



An Example of Alone, Yet Not
Alone

Even after we become
Christians, there are times in our
lives when we can feel that we
are alone. Just because we trust
and obey the Gospel does not
mean that life is going to be
convenient and easy. In fact,
becoming a child of God may
result in one’s life becoming
more difficult [fwe have a strong
lilith, then we will realize the
spiritual paradox that actually we
are not alone.

Think about Joseph (Genesis
37-50). He was sold into slavery
by his brothers into a foreign
land. Potiphar’s wife attempted to
seduce him to commit adultery,
and then, she falsely accused him,
leading to his imprisonment.
Later, the butler forgot Joseph
and what he had done for him. It
would have been quite easy for
Joseph to think he was abandoned
and he was all alone. Yet, God
was actually with him! Stephen
stated, ..... God was with him and
delivered him out of all his
troubles, and gave him favor and
wisdom in the presence of
Pharaoh, king of Egypt; and he
made him governor over Egypt

13

and all his house” (Acts 7:9-10;
Genesis 39: 1-2,21).

Exemplifying This Principle:
Alone, Yet Not Alone

Let us apply this paradox of
truth to our lives today. In
Matthew 14:28-31, a raging
storm came roaring on the Sea of
Galilee, and the disciples thought
they were going to drown. Jesus
was asleep during the storm. The
disciples woke Him and asked a
question that was filled with
anxiety and worry. The disciples
felt they were alone, but they
were not alone, because Jesus
was in the ship with them. Jesus
is with us, too, when we arc going
through the storms of life. Let us
neither doubt nor fear, but let us
always remember that He will
guide us and will help land us
peacefully on the blissful shore
beyond this life.

In Matthew 6:25-34, Jesus
gave us commandments to not
worry. In lilct, He stressed it three
times! We sin when we allow
worry to conquer our lives! Jesus
stated that the Creator takes care
of the birds. If He takes care of
the birds, then how much more
will He take care of His children?
God holds the future in His



hands!

Do you have difficulty facing
moral choices such as fornication
or drinking alcoholic beverages?
Do you have that strong desire to
gaze at pornography? Remember
that Joseph faced some difficult
choices, too. He realized that he
would sin against God ifhe
participated in those immoral
activities. Joseph was not the only
one to run away that day. In fact,
the devil ran away as well
because Joseph resisted him!
James 4:7,8 states, ""Therefore
submit to God. Resist the devil
and he will flee from you. Draw
near to God and He will draw
near to you. Cleanse your hands,
you sinners; and purify your
hearts, you double-minded."
Remember that God always
provides a way of escape if we

14

will just resist the temptation and
go through the door of escape (1
Corinthians 10: 13)!

Are you experiencing
spiritual aloneness? Do you now
feel the guilt and shame of
sinning against a holy and
righteous God? Do you see the
spiritual chasm you created for
yourself? Jesus has rebuilt the
bridge over the chasm and desires
for you to walk across it and to
return to your Creator by being
born again by obeying the Gospel
of Christ (2 Corinthians 5:18-20;
2 Thessalonians 1 :7-9). You will
be added to God’s family - the
church. In the church, we are a
community that is not alone. We
can help one another and
encourage one another on our
journey to Heaven!

T
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(What does it mean to worship in Truth?)

- Hank Lawrence
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(A Model Prayer)

- Jim Waldron
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From Saul to Paul
Angela Chapman

They laid the clothes at the feet of a young man named Saul
Who leter became the apostle Paul
Preaching the Gospel to all.

Stuck in a sinful abode
Then he was blinded on the Damascus road
Of him, Jesus took hold.

Without sight, food, water
For three days he praed
In the city of Damascus he stayed
Until someone should show him the way.

Ananias to him came
Saul would never be the same
He would have a brand-new name.

"Saul, why do you wait?
It may then be too late.

Don't let hell be your fate.

Arise! Be baptized!
Have salvation realized
And reach for the Heavenly prize."

Saul washed his sins away
Salvaion he did not delay
Jesus he would never betray

He defended the way
From the Lord he didn't stray
He was faithful from day to day

From Saul to Paul
He exhorted others to obey the gospel call
He gave Jesus his all.



GESPEL PREACHRING
TELEVISION

Telugu . Subhavartha Channel Sunday 6.00 p.m
NIREEKSHANA Channel every Tuesday 3:00 p.m
and every Wednesday at 7:30 a.m.
Aradhana Channel every Saturday 6:30 a.m.
Kanthi Channel : Everyday at 6:30 a.m. & 3:30 p.m.
YouTube & Facebook : 24 hrs. daily

click on: Satyavani Church of Christ
Speakers : Ricky, Ronnie & Joshua Gootam

Hindi . Shubhasandesh Channel Sunday & Tuesday 7.00-7.30 pm
Every Friday night 8:00 to 8:30 p.m.
Speakers : Francis, Vinay, & Sunny David
P.O. Box. 3815, New Delhi - 110049

Malayalam : Jai Hind Channel Saturday 6.00-6.30 a.m
Speaker : PK. Varghese

Tamil . Tamilan T.V. Tuesday 9.30 - 9.45 p.m
Sunday 6.45 - 7.00 p.m.
Holy Cross T.V. Sunday 6.30-6.45 a.m (Only in Puducherry)

King of Glory T.V. Sunday 6.15 - 6.30 a.m (in Tirunelveli Dist)
Speakers : Philemon & Kingsley

Nambikkal T.V. Tuesday 6:30 - 7.00 a.m, Friday 7.30 - 8 a.m.
Speaker : Rajanayagam

Nambikkal T.V. Saturday 8.00 - 8:30 p.m.

Joy TV Wednesday 6:00 - 6.30 p.m.

Heaven TV Sunday 6:30 - 7:00 p.m.
Speaker : Arjunan

TAMIL RADIO PROGRAMS FROM SRI LANKA RADIO
Sunday to Wednesday 5.30 - 5.45 p.m.

Speakers : Douglas & P.R. Swamy
Saturday 5.30 - 5.45 p.m., speakers : Arjunan

Please write to these addresses for
Bible correspondence courses, Magzines,
and other Christian Literature in your language.
All of these Programmes are sponsored
by
CHURCH OF CHRIST
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