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What Doee The B)ble., Teach

Ry

G ,.d be true but every ngan a Ilar. A

"L T TTUR I RNV IO R U P U1 LIRS M P LU
o Ihe apostle Paul made the ;abgve; statement;. m .Romans
3{;4 to , Rrove, allq the judgment of Gad, 1.concernirig ;His
requurementa l\gan otten does not. understand why Ged:require
oe ain th;ngsjrom him. This was. trug.of Adam angd:Eve; as well
so many others, of whom we_ read.jn the pages.of.the-Bible;

e are remmded qf Naaman of 2 Kings 5§;-who-was told: by
G‘Ods prqphet to g0 ‘and dip, hnmself sevenm times in-the.river
Jordaq ta be cleansed “of His leprosy.To,Naaman that was-a big
joke He got mad and became extremely furious, and instead:of
heading, toward. Jordan, where God;‘had. asked: him;to.go, he
chose o go back to hlS house. ,Naaman\had his;own:views and
condmons He sald “lndeed lsaxdio myselfl” In. other words, he
hadfalready convmped hlmself what God eught to have told him
orhad. donej in his case. He. wasn't willing to-follow what God:had
told hlm 1o do But he,would.have; gladly followed. .if God:was
wnﬂmg fo, accept what Naaman had- \thought that Godushould‘-
have.oop e e Sl g
- Man t;as alxvays wantgd to have His pwn way., Yet God has.
g;ven HIS w:ll to man. First, he-spoke through. the fathers,: and
then through the prophets, as we read dn the Old Testament of.
the Bible But today He. speaktho us thraugh His;Son. er- by what

‘.‘Indeedlét
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is written in the New Testamgnt_‘gf _Christ, [(Hebrews_ 1:1).

Siippose offe"want fakfiow wihgt rustigne-do to-becgme a
Christian or a follower 6f Christ? God has fevaaled in His book,
the, Bible, in the New Testament of Chrigt; vary ‘Clearly. that one
must hear the gospel of Christ, and believe in him, and repent of
sins and confess Him to be the Son of God, and be baptized
(immersed in water) for the “remission or forgivenéss_of sins
(Matthew 28:19,20; Mark 16:15;16; Acts 2:38; 8:35-39). Why Rt
do what God says to do to betome ‘a Chistian? Why should
preachers not tell the same thing to everyone, as it is given in the
book of God? It has become a trend now for those.who are
writing leaflets or- tragts- fordistribigtion; ‘and‘also some of the
publishers iof. the Bible:are following the sante_line; that on the
last page or at the end of their writings they are telling people
.Wwhat they should-do if they;war\)‘tpt_o;,becomg. Christian.»And here
is what they afé lelling themo'do: “You can-fight Row betome a
Christian.” they say, “Through the follgwjng{g;qxer one can
submit ‘to "Christ. Pray-ihis praye: “Reavenly Father, I have
sinned against you and other people. I confess my sin. | pray to
youto please accept me again as your child so‘that | may live
with you forever. I' believe that'you have ‘plinished’ my . sins
through your Son Jesis Chiist-ahd"have taken“dway my 'sins"ad
far as the ‘east is fromthe west. Now'maké" me acceptable
before you. Pat:on e the dress’of tightesushess. Give'me your
Holy Spirit and make me 'so compféte that'ybu may btifig through
me peace, joy, love; kindness, tenderness and ‘Purity“Because"|
ask all these’ in the'name ‘of my riew’ Saviour Jésus Christ:
Amen-" e TS ‘,"";:’-E‘». RIS AR LY Y .w,.{‘ .,\;

Now on the'surface; this"Sounds very reasonable-and-g6od
too, that is, pray this prayer and become a-Christidh. But has
God-commanded this? Is thers an example in‘the ‘Bible ‘whére
any people were told to ‘do-this t6-'become * Chiistians? “This

reasoning of becoming .a’ Chiristiah by sayiig &' prayer; sourids;
exactly as Naaffian had said. Hig' reasoning was, “Indéed, | said
to 'myself, He will $urely dotiie' oiit to-me, ‘and stand and’calf'oi
the name of the Lord his God, and wave his hand over the'place,
and heal thie léprosy.”"(2'Kgs: 5:11): Bit God-didn't do {fiat. He
didn't do*‘that: even ‘when Naaman ‘got. dngry and 1eft, affer
hearing what God had fold: fiim to do. God Wanted hirf to goto’
the'water-and-dip in it sevén‘times. “Indged; let'God be fitie-biit
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‘The Great Judgmeht Day
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We -are. all fammar wrth the courts of our‘land where the ‘one
who breaks the law is taken to be tried béfore a-judge and jury®lf
that person is found gunlty he or she will have to face: some type
of pumshment e e s : e
Maybe we . are,, not as farmhar wnth the great judgment day
that the God of heaven has p[anned for all of us.at seme point jn
the future. lf we.are, r;ot aware of it, we, neeptto learn more about
It S0, that we can become prepared, B v eacd
‘ _,-Please consnder the. ,followmg guestlons and answers that
wnll help us m our p[eparatlon for that day: o ;

1. When will the great judgment day taken place?
Certain specific things will gecur.before the: judgments: but
no.one. knows just when those thlngs will | hapgen For instance,
Chnst will retum beforedhe judgment takés-place. He .promised
Has dlscjples that He. wnll come again.(John 14:1-3). He has fot
said,’ however when that ‘particular date»w;l] be.. Rather, we.are,
told that He will come @s a thief mthegl ht, Peter wrote, “But the
day of the /.ord will, come as a thigh in. tﬂg night ..." (2. Peter
3 10) That i is, .,lesus will. come at- -an unannounceg tlme We are:
alsg told in 2 Peter 3:10 thaf at Hxs coming, ‘the heavens shall
pass-away. with a great noise, and the elemepts shall melt with.
fervent heat, the earth. also and the works that are therein shall
be bumed up. ”Also, at the comlng of the,l Lord all the dead, both. -
good and evil, will bp resurrected Christ himself said,, “Marvel,
not at this: for the, hoyr (.s coming, in.the which.all.that are in the.
graves shall hear. h;s voice, And. shall come forth lhey that have.
done good, unto the rpsurrectlon of [ifeand they.that have done:
ewl unto the resurrectlon of damnatlon (.;ohn 5:28,29). Those-
who are nghteous and who are Stlll hvmg atthe Lords return. will
beJ caught up in, the alr to meet Hlm in the clouds (]
Thessalonlans 4: 16,J7) S S DRIt S PR
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2. Who will be there?

All will be there—all who have ever lived, both the righteous
and the unrighteous. Paul tells us that “we shall all stand before
the judgment seat of. Chrlst” (Romans 14: 10)

3. Who will be the ]udge?

Christ Himself will be the judge, (Acts 17:30,31). Paul wrote,
“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ: that
every one may receive the-things done in the body, whether it be
good or bad” (2 Corinthians 5:10): . RN

4. How will-He judge? '
He knows us, He knows everythmg we have evet‘ done
every thought we have ever thought and everythmg 'we have
ever said-and desired. He will judge us w|thout part‘aiity; v‘vith'out
being a respecter of persons. Peter coiild see that God Was no
respecter of persons in dealmg with Jews and Gentlies and thé
judgment will be even further proof of that fact (Acts 10: 34) Paul
said, “For there is no reSpect of persons With God” (Homans
211) IR : -~',.f{~ moene e

5. Whatiwill follow the tudgment? "
""The' wicked will '“go away into everlast/ng punlshment “but
the righteous into life etémal” (Matthew 25 46)“This wrii be final..
. There will be'no second chance. The soul erI Ilve fo‘rever either_
in higaven or hell (Luke 16). ,
My friends, are you prepared to stand‘before the Lord at the
judgment to give'an ahswer fr all you'have done in thrs méo Wil

Ny

B

you hear Him say, “Well done,” or will you hear hipn say, “Deparf

from me"? Etemlty for each one of us’ wxll be determined by the

preparations we make now for that day R

God sent His'Son into this world 1o dié'on the' cross that we;

might be saved'in this worid and i ln the woiid to" come if we will
believe in Him, repent of our sins; confess ’Chnst as the. Son of

God, arid be baptized for the remissionof our sifis (Mark ‘16 18:

Acts 2:38), then He will ‘save’ us and add us to Hig' spmfuai

family, the church (Acts 2: 47). If we wrll ‘then remanj; felti'tfui to‘

Him unto death, we' will receive a ‘crown' of etemal ilfe
(Revélation 2:10), and live with God' ’fore\/eﬁnore (Revelatioh

22:14). If we refuse to'believe'in Him, or o ‘obey Him, or to irve;'

the faithful Chnstlan life, then we will be Iost for all’ etemrfy

4 - The Bible Teacher -
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(Matthew 7:21-23; - Matthew: 7: f3 J14). The decision i§" up to you
and:to me. The" judgment day will come for all of us. May God
heélp us 6 prepare for that day S
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Have Yo_u Thought About Thls’?

BETTY BURTON CHOATE

y
A

People minlmlze the church 'saylng that our prlmary focal
polnt should be Christ-and the great'sacrifice He made for us.

" But, the actuality, God's-focal point is the church! In the
stream of history, His goal‘was not thé death of Christ; but what
“that death accomplished—the restoration to Himself of the souls
of men!:This is-the definition ‘of the ‘church: a body of humans
restored:t6 God. In this:sense Christ, Himself, seived the church,

and His death was the means to the end God soughi!-

No, we must not minimize the One-who died to make life
pqssnble, but neither should we be guulty of. mlnimuzmg the prize
S0 precnous o God. and to our Lord that He made the supreme
ggcﬁf‘ ice 1o obtain it for Himselft . e

Huve you thought about ihis? . - ‘
~Every living human is travelmg on'away. Physucally, we are
going from life to death. The' way we-are traveling may also lead
to spiritual lifeé or'it may ‘end in'spiritual - -death. But it is an
.inescapable fact that all of lis:are movmg toward ‘one destination'
orthe other. - Ca e ;
Which end will we reach? .

L ot feir 0T
Have you thought about this? =~ = =~ t v o 0
People, as a whole; have.decided that there: are thousands
of ways we might travel.. They feel that.the chaice. makes no
difference. But it does, In ~actuality, .our choice will determine
whether we find spiritual life or death at the end of the way.
Will we follow the gods and rituals of sorme anclent religion?
Will we choose cuits- and mysticism? Does the road of the

May 2002+ " ’ 5



majority appeal,to.us? Will our. parents'.choice be.ours, 1po?;Will
we' follow .the rellgxous1 begun by men? Wil the, neatest

* denomination satisfy us? Will we decide we are good.enough; on
our own merit, without ar., form of rehglon'7

Have you thought about this? Lo PN

The Bible says: “There is a way whlch seems nght to a
man, But its end is the way of death” (Proverbs 14:12).

“Oh Lord, | know the way of man is not in himself; It is not in
mah wha walks:to. direct his:owri:step” (Je‘?emlaﬁ 10: 23).

Jesus said, “/ am the way,” the truth, and the life. No one
comes to the Father.except through Me” (Johh 14:6).

He explained further, “/ am the door. If anyone enters by
Me, he will be saved ... ..." (Jehn‘ 10:9).. . < o

Jesus ls,the door to what? He. answers, “I am the door of
the sheep . . .. 1 am the. gaod .shepherd: and-|.know.-My-sheep,
and am_ known by my own. As the -Father, knows.Me;: even so.:/
know the Father and |.lay down My.life_for:the sheepq And,other
sheep 1 have WhICh are _not of this fold; them.also I-must bring,
and they w:ll hear My voice; and. the(e will. be one. flock; and one.
shepherd”(John 10:7, 14-16)..; e ek Aven 1y i

HdVe you thought-about 1his‘? RO SR A i
Humans ay tell themselves that thei'e ére maqy Wayb"aﬁd

God's Son and our Saviour, says théré aré-only two waysiriot

the hundreds or thousands that hurpans,have deyvised—only-two:
“Enter by, the:narrow. gate;, for wide is the gate:and broad is

the way: that leads, to&destructlon, «and there are many who go.in.

by it. Because narraw is the.gate, and difficult is the way: which
leagds to life, anduthere are few who.find.it"(Matthew: 7: 1 3-14)

Have you thought about this?
According to Jesus, e
e How many truths are there?.One.~. - ..., .- DA
iHow:many-Saviours:are there?‘ﬂne. cme e
‘How marly dodrsaie tliére? One: " i °
How mariy Shepherds afe ﬁ‘lerq’? One. o
How’ ‘many flocks are thece?AOne e

syt

. ool'o'p
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Have youthought.about this <= =i o7 w0
<-p!Imrthie “New: Testamenit, e strait -and natrow way s
identified &s a body or group of people: Réad withme: -

e Saul asked letters of authority . . . so that if he found any
who were of the Way, whether men or women, he might bring
them bounid to Jerusgler (Adts 9:2).;: =~ ..~

So, the pe;;:gle'-gf the Way were fiteral; identifiable people
who were being persetuted. ‘-4 -l

e “And about that time there arose a great commotion
about the Way” (Acts 19:28). i-Ephesus, some of the people
listened to Paul as he reasoned and persuaded concerning the
things-of the kingdofm of-God, “but 6thers were hardened and did
not: Believe,and-they" *. " spoke! &vil ‘of ‘thé* Way 'before the
multitude” (ACts 1938,9). = v o Tt el e
1! 86 peopleispoke evil of the Wy when'they rejected thie
preaching about the'kingdom of God.  The 'lérig' awaitéd kingdom
was The.Way, the church. =~ ... . BV RS ’
" e Pall sald; “But this'l confess to.you, thatdccording to the
Way which they call a sect, so | worship' the ‘God of my-fathers
SLUTMActs 24114), s v T TRt R
S0 Paul was @ part of this: Way, this body of people, whi:
worstiipped Godtin‘a distinct and 'i'?édghizablefmia'nner. SRR
Haye you tholight about this2, " ... |\ "

R

Jesus said that there is only one way that leads to life, and
He s that Way. Early Christians who followed that Way were not
Ropular; the, doctrine they, {aught. was, not. popular; they were
hatgd, and persecuied because they, taught what their Lord had
taught. that there are not, many ways;.there are not many
acceplable religiaps; there are not many churches; there are
not.many. ways. o be,saved; there, are not many ways .to
worship. God. Jesus.taught, andearly Ghristians taught ‘only.one
way'.. .. f‘-;‘ s b e e andy Ty g
... Jos{S. sald, ¥ wil.bald my, chiich .1 (Matihew 16:18).
Paul wite, by the guidance of the Haly;Spiit: *... Christ also.
loved the church and gave Himself for it; that He might sanctify.
and cleange. it with the. washing of water, by. the word, that He

LR

mightpresent.it to Hjmself.a glorious, church, not having spot or

wrinlle or.apy, siich thing, but that it.should be,holy and without
blerish” (Ephesiane 525-27). ., . .. . .

RTINS
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Jesus promised to return for.His church, which . is»\Hi‘s"
people, His kingdom, His bride (Revelation 22:12; John. 143
Matthew 25 31-46) WI"'YOU and | bein“that Way.” . .- ~-

Sy CLooonen: e o .": ne b s o
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WhyIAmAtM berofrhe‘
Church Of[g‘hnsl” s ot
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Many people ask meqwhy are you ar member of, the church
of Christ? : ‘Theysay. why arg you. not.a Cathaolic or Baptist?lThe
Blble tells us that we need to be ready: to.give.the_answer
rega[dmg our hope.-In, | Peter..3:15, we read: “But sanctify the
everyone who asks you a reason for the hppe that |s~in you; WIth
meekness.and fear., Here, |, want to glve‘some points: tofsupport
myanswertothls qu,estlon, A AR 5 RIS (V4 (FURREANY

There are several reasons that we can mentlon bere to
show our. ;elahonshlp with. Christ-and His. Church 1 The church
“ekkelisia” is. the body -of, Lord's.-people..Let us see ali.itheser
reasons in the light of the word of God. John says: "‘(hy word is,
truth” and thns is the word whnch w:ll judge us*ln’ fhé rast déy v
Jn 12:48. - '
- The first” ‘reasonthat we 'find in’ ?hns regard i§ thls “that *tﬁE
L0rd Jesus is the'one' Who built this“chtirch. This was'not If)uilt by:
some-human ‘builder but-father by the Spiritual bqulder‘ Whlch is
Jasus: I’ Métthew"IS 18 Jesuspromised to ‘EMIJ l-ﬁs chilich:’ -
The churéh of’ Chiist Wals 'nbt ‘inétituted by arny human builder.
We' kiiow some  ‘chuirches - were m%tltuted"bf “John' Wesle ‘
Joseph:Smith, John"Calvin, ‘arid many othérs Jesus had 4l t 6
authority to build His church and He did build one He had all tfié'
authority in- heaven and on' earth’ (Matt. 8: 18) ‘ThiéFetore we see
that this chUrch was biilt by Christ and'the' gates of hell §|ﬁall not
prevall agalhstlt (Mt 46:19): b= ¢ S

[ 'am a-member 'of thi§ hurch becadse this Churcﬁ has a
sbmtual fotindation. “THe' foundation is Jeshs Christ. "Peter had’
earller made ‘a° conféssion to Chnst ‘that "’lhOU “art: Chiist™ an!:l
Jesus promised to build His church’ o 1fifs > foundation or‘

8 The BibleTeacher:




‘confession that Peter;made: coneetning. Christ. Jesus is the-true
and solidifoundation. Apostle Paul:says: fFar no:other foundation
can anyone:lay-than that which is,JesusChrist.” (1-Gor. 8:11).

. «i -According to..some there ‘might:be; many.churches with
- different names-and. doctrines -but-the Bible:says-through' Paul
-that.there is only oné:body: “There:is one: bddy:aiid one Spitit,

just:as.you:were called inione hope:df your calling.”*(Eph. 4:4).

Christ is the only head of this body. There is no one on this earth

who can take this headship. InEph. 1:22,28, we read-and it

says: “And He.put-all things. under:His feet; and gave Him to-be
head overall things:to the churchywhich is:Hisbody, the fuiness
af Him who fills:all inall: He is thechead of this:body er-Church

(Col:21:18)./This is a\solid'reasanto tell yowethat why |-belong to
- thechurchof Christ: 0t i o) efiz * 0 s singgels o - 0"
-~ Another.reason that we:carn see:here is that this'church has
" -a: Scriptural: -names. If-you: call-yeurself :a:Baptist,! butherary

~ Pentecostal or Salvation Army, you are following.the- humian
- path:: These. are the::names. which:have beerigiven by:various

“ religious leaders: and; people:just follow:thems The ‘church: .of
Christ has.a::Scriptural name: In ‘Romans- 16:16 Paul talking to
the Christians says: “Churches:of Christ salute you.™ The ¢hureh
‘must:wear the.name of Christ because:hecishe Owner, saviour
of this body. He: is the Scripturai:builder.:If youveall yourselves
“Lutherans;” it means-you.are glorifying: Luther:and.ndt Christ.
The Bible says, that Church is the Bride:of:@hrist;‘andithe:bride
-(wife) wears the name of her husband. (Eph. 5). No one can
- deny that church of Christ is Scriptural in name.

* . The church of ; Christ, is..tundenbminatiopal. .body" and
therefore its against 4ll divisions? The World i§’ divided s6 much
religiously. There are. bungnedsrgf,,.qqqunations and all have
their own beliefs.and practices. We"just follow the Bible and
speak where the Bible speaks and are silent where the Bible is
silent: "Yoli don't fiid the riames ‘of thése A‘gér}o inatiqns in your
Bible, We teach unity among the brethreri Which is based on'the

Scriptures (John 17). T am & mémber of the church of Christ
because it ‘i”snon;denvomjnationa_)l_ ‘ap(d one rin,rq,p,i‘ty:* ci'hls b‘_b,({rdh is

néitier Catholic rior protéstant. "' ™

" This church Was establisied in Jorisglem in AD, 35, The
other chiiithes’ and’ dendiinalions ‘were started”in different

places ‘and" couiftfied but the' ehurch had Tt beginning in“a



scriptural place. Those. who heard the. preachmg of Peter they
believed and- confessed Jesus and were baptised and:we:read
that about three thousand people-were added to the church on
the day of Pentecost. (Acts:2:47). The:admission in this church is
not’ based ‘on human' practices “but rather based ‘on “the
Scrrptures When | was baptised:or buried in the:waterygrave, i
‘was added by the Lord Hrmself in 1he bndy or-the: church of
Christ.. . R i

l'ama member of the church of Christ because it teaches
that-there is only one. plan-of salvation. There.are number of
people’ who teach :that salvation :is: by faith: only but the Bible
based plan ‘of salvation consist of belief-(Jn.' 8:24; Heb. 111 6);
Confession'of Jesus is; the Son of God (Matt. 10:32-33; Rom:
10:9-10), Repentance of sins (Luke 13:3; Acts -17:30),and
Baptism (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38), and all-those who:obey the
gospelin this: manner are saved in Christ and Hrs church (Acts
.2:47;Col. 11:13). co SNTRVEI ‘ DTS
‘There are: other numberrof reasons 1hat we: can menﬁcn
here but these ‘arejust a few to-tell: you.that church of Christ'is
scriptural body of Christ and that is why |-am a membet arid a

part of this church: Are you'in Christ; His body.or thiirch, ¥ not
you can.do it today by:your obedience to the gospei tigi'sad-

that many know the truth 'but.are. unwilling 1o adniit thattheyiare

wronig. The' Bible:says:: And you :shall know the rrruth and: the;

truth shall make you’free S Gee SN -

4 Lren .
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Abzdmg in the PezféctW;u of cbd |

THom'AsR Doiuing® |

o Want to do'your wlll my God Ygour law dom
thoughts (Psaim 4b 8).

'Jests said: | have come to do your will O G‘od" [l-]'eb :

10:7 (Ps. 40:8)] - D
" Are We as committed t6"doing (6d's. wﬂl nq matﬁar what
happens as our_Lord Jesus.was?’ Hevwas comml d to.:
God's will” even when it meantl‘ ‘ngxa‘side His: thr ne

(and Hls Father's bosom) and dylng helpless .and alope on the

10 The Bible'Téacher




cross? :Dowe ‘abide: (remain). in.His:will? it simply takes a
deocision on.our par; a-cammitmentfo.make God's will our only:
purposa for. living: o this-earth.-Once we: make: that decision,.
we'll be very-happy: -Nothing.is: greater than being-in-the will of
God. It is-actually joyous; it is:wondertul,:it.is:glorious. The most.
blessed thing Ihet God ever led me o see, and understand from.
His Word . was ‘that I. cauld knaw Hls perfect “will for my hfe I did
not have fore go in and out of HIS w:ll I could know it and abide in
ifall the time, ‘
[Romans; Lg 1,2 seys 1 beseech you therefore, brethren,‘
by the mercies of God, that y_e present your "bodles a Ilvlng:.
sacn'fice, X noly acceptabl 5 unto - God, wh:ch ‘Is~ your.
reasgnable §e‘rvlce “And be not’ confarrped to this world: but
bé'ye transformed by the' renewing of your tind, that ye
ma2 prova what Is that good, and acceptable, and perfect,
will 6f God.” Thls, means: that we have 1o Voluritarily, willmgly
ahd ‘corisciously sUrrender ourse?ves wholly to God: ) .

R PresentIOffer your bodies io God FTIGAN ‘

+-+ Our bodies hold our.soul and:spirit.In effect thlS passage
tells:us to offer our'whiole beings:to God. Hold-nothing back from:
Him. - He: didnot hold ‘back. In: His only’begotten Son, He left.
aside His glory and offered Hiniself. 'We .have to learn to' hold
" nathing back from:God. Unless.and until we leam: this: truth; we
won't fully.know His will.:In our own-selves arid-of our own will:we:
strive in:vain to abide in the will of God. ' We fail to turn ourseives
campletely over.toGod. Then complain of spiritual barrenness!:
The key to spiritual- fulfillment:is to-offer cursélves (body, soul,
spirit & will) to God. Why? God has been merciful to us and has
first claim on us. We are not our owit, we belong to God (1 Cor.
6:19,20). When we offer ourseives wholly: to -God, :we. are
conforming to His will. We become living sacrmoes for His use
~according to His purpose. Each day, our. subjectlon to God is a
free-will offering of mind and body; in'it, we exchange weakness
for strength and doubt for faith. This pleases Hir.

2. Do not contorm to the pattern of this world

What ‘is: the pattern of ~this - world? Self-service, ‘self-
projection; -self-motivation, self-advancement, : self-glory (vain
glory), independence (dependence on self) and the like. When
we continue in this pattern of the world, we will not know God's
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will.-'Self' will:be on thethrone; self will'be'the:god to be admired,
adored and worshippedby-all. We: will-miake every. effort to:bring
attention-to.ourselves by thevthings-we:think, say and do.. Even
God: will be-called uponitoserve. us! As Ghﬁstians, we are not 10
be like the world: imour thoughtspwords and:deeds RIS

3. Be fransforried By itie fenewing of your mind S
A mental §hake~up is esseninal we are to abide ln the wulL
of God! Ouf perspectives and attitudes ‘nged’ to cnangel As
Christigng we now “have the mind of Christ” (1 Cor, 2 16) Our
thoughis words’ and deeds and indeed ouir. whole lives become.
chf-cenfé“?ed We' deyote, durselves "to” God-service, . God:
pf%ectlm, éod Fnot;vajuon, God-advancement, .Gog- g!qr‘y", God-
(iependence We let go bt self (deny Belf of its fanclas and yain
gioneg) We alfow God to refiiove seff from tha fht‘pne and &
HIS ri ghtful place.'in us in'such a way that we; “(a) thin \gods

tholights, (b) §ée the, worc;s as G_o_d sees ft, (c) view life the’ way

God views our fives;’ and (d) Kavé the sarfie attitude as that of
- Jesus about everything. . i o7 agiar vy v T gen .

2+ It we are really honest:with: ourselves, we will-find that we
are-living two'lives—half self-centered-and half:(maybe a-quarter:
or-less) Gad-centered!i Don't we:all, according to:the flesh; segk’
self-service, self-projection, 'self«rnotivation, ' self~advarégment;:
self-glary: {vain: glory),.independence (from God, dependence ‘on:
self)T +How' sincerely..or deeply: dowi seek-to project rand
advance, God? Alliof us (if we are:honest will:doncede: that we),
sadly; fall well shortof the:marl/standdtd set by God: -

.cWhat: s - God's: good;pleasing:: and Perfect. lwill?? Let ué _

examine God's willinrsome:keyareas? -~ nofh o G 5 e
" 'PersoniakliferMatt. 22:37. 0 v - T P AR
Gﬁurch fife:2 Cor.8:1-67 1 i RGNS
- Famlly lifét: Eplr-.»5:22‘e gite o

g

Work life: Ephpﬁ:‘i- :
Citizen.Life: Rgm A, o T
LR 10 L AR A : v -k

:~Roman. 1;2‘9-21 13:8-14 teach: about’ doing‘ Ged’s will

T ‘ka 3iB5: Thoss whefdo (remam |n) Ged's wm bstongl‘tb*' :

& Chﬁsu L <
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John 7:17:-Gogdis will is- contamgd in.the teaching of Christ!
Heb. 10:36: Endurance needed to remain in Gods ‘willl

1 Pet. 4:1,2, 19: Christians live their {Vves on earth for God's
willt
B Jn:247: One*who doés God's will Yerrains Tor -éverl
“{ Fhdssa. 4: 3" HER ’Becomihg ﬁo[}ﬁ and glvmg thaﬁké |é'
o God’s wn]ll et )

"‘U

Cehll AL IRIRET e O s TRt gy 8
Obeymg all of Christ‘s teachmg @remammg in: Gods wnll .
=.r*We will. come anto him ‘and imake our ‘abodeiwith h|m
s (ﬁohn‘44-23) A T VL S (T

lfﬂ?deed Gé&” lNes in ds “We willfi'émam ih Hls wm' T 1*'““ :
e PRV T St T,
" M(e wlll cangclously and del:beratelm tum qff al[ warldly,.
sinful thoughts, wqrds, apd-deeds-and.prevent them.from.
invading our-lives! Not by ourselves.but by the power of,
ad_living in us!. As:long as-we.are- totallm,sur[enderpd 10,
iad; and. He.Js onthethrone. of our Ilves, ‘we_continue:to
remain in Hls will and seek to da. that which is well-pleasmg :
ta Him! e oo ey
.. “For God 50 qued the woqu thau-le -gave His: ogl,y, begottpﬂ
Son that whosgever,beligves and s baplized shall,bg saved and
have. eternal life.", (mergerof Johm,f3«16, xMa\rk 16.-15 is mlne)
This Is God's w:ll,u L
. -‘Where;.are-we- today—gln qu‘s wnll,vor ou;slde 1t'7 l§ rotpn
thg throne._or-self? Who. do we seek:to.project in-our liveswself.,
or Gogd?. Has -our. minds;; been transformed, rengwed? Do, -we
have‘ the,mind (attitude) of Christ?. -Let ug.examine. ougselves and-
see what changes-and. adjustmems we:need to make in order e,
abide: in.the. will. of God, Rememaar,,the\Bible is God's Wil| angd:
Testament, It portrays ‘God's; .dqalmgs with man through:
covenants and promises. As long as we abide by the teams.-of
the will/testament/covenant, we.are blpssed acgording ta.God's
_promises When.-we fail to abxde/by the terms/canditions. of the.
wiu/testgment/covenam, we. ,miss; the, blessings. promised, by
Ged..The.New. ngjament is in. fogoe today:Choose. 10 abide by
the terms of God's.will. (the New: Will for man,, the eovenant of
g:aca) and walk.in it in order to inharit the: promises of Almighty
Godl! As His children, you will inherit all the etemal | blessings and
" abide with Him for ever!
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Let The Bible Answer

PR R Roaem' Menenrm e
e

sgnptures” Thepe are bgssg:ally four dafferent kinds of awqrship of

which one can'read in the Bible. Three of these are cpndemned
and will lead one to eternal damnation. The other is the only one
whlch is pleasing and acceptable'to God. RERAN

. Ignorant . worshlp- is 'pictured by: the Apostla Haul Jn Acts . -
17 23-30. Paul was in the cultural centre of .the~ firstcontury,
Athens. The, Grecians were; knawn.for their; philesophers; and. -

their many temples and altars to many pagan gods.: Upon seeing
an"&ltarwith an inscription: *Fe the anknolin
aan opporturiity to preath-fo‘tHem abot
vihichi*thiéy were not farilliar” The Athemans fad™erected” lhis

altaf justin' case-they hdd misséd & §od. (They-BeliBvad in'mahy .

gods.) The Apostle’siid théy were worshipping igndraritly: They
siifiply did'not'know better:Butthis ignorant worshipf did thémno -

. good. They were told they had to repant. Sorme. foday car -
wotshig igribrantly. (Fhey' siiifly ‘do not' kntiw better:j Jist as

-,

then today iﬁnnrant Wdtsh1p1's~"nﬁt pleasifg urito"God LIRSS

A secdnd ‘type of ‘Worship is. Wil wotship, as' picthred i

Colossians 2:8, 20-23. In this text, Paul portrays some -who
worshipped ‘dftér thelf will and hot God's;'Some'bafieve thiatthey
cah worship God as'they’ please and diétats and that God will
~ acceptit. However, Isaiah wrole, “F6r My thdugihts are not your
thotghils;“neither arg”your ways My ways, séith the Lord: FoF4s*

the heavéns aré' highef than the earth, ‘so are' MY ‘ways- fiigher:

than. your ways, and My thougﬁ?k thari ‘your thoughts” (1s. 55:8-
9)i:When one- worshlps‘ God n must be as He" wills nBt-’ as'we
Choose ENN e : EERE SR T &Y

“Yain WOl'shIp is another falsé type ‘of worshup “desus’ Spok’e
of this'type in Matthew '15:8-9. Vain worship is any: worshlp that
follows -tHe ‘comimandments and' doctrinés “of " men. “The*Lord

would declare iry Mattheww 15:13 that all who followed siich Would
be roéted Up. If one's worship i§ nat based*on a “thils. salth- the"

Lord," but in %an's false’ teachlngs thén' 'Hls worshlp Is empty, :
useleds or val. -

s 0 M'- BTN
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The" only kind of WOrshvp whith ‘s : acceptable 16 God -is
: fdescribéd ifirdohn 4:24. The Worship that Is in spirit’ (havmg the
proper -attitude and bemg mentally i fifivolved in) and - thuth 'fas
directed by God; John 17: 17)..

All worship is not pleasing to God. He tells us this in His
ward. The only way.one's worship: is.acceptable is if-he:worships
as.set forth in.the New Testament: (John' 4:24; Acts 2'42' 1 Cor
16:1-2; Act520.7 Col 3:16- 17*1T|m\28 2Tm 42) e

LT e o ~0 . [N BT ST
3ot - . . 1A et vy .
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TheJWord of God Not Brokeh
B Baund Nor Buned

R J NOEL MERIDETH
7 \'S ‘. !. TR o .
The Blble i a vast llbrary of snxty-srx bocks in one. volume,
ritten by forty men over: -a-period. of sixteen:hundred years: it
: has ‘one message-progressive;; constructive; and;complete. it is
A dlvine in authorship, human in penmanship, infallible in-authority,
infinite in scope, universal in interest, personal in application,
regenerative in power, and:inspired irtotality.
.This Word of God, the masterpiece of God, the Book above
Myond all books as'a riveris beyoqd a fill i in reach, as the
sun'is beyond a candle in bnghiness. as tqe Atlantic is above
"q ' 'ehd a mud pudqlle in glory. is lmmoﬁal in its, hopes—a
cemplete code of Iaws, the. most authentic hlslory ever
Sublished, ‘the best, covenant ever_made, the best, deed eyer
: nttén, and'the _ .best will ever execufed "The accuracy OX .
statements and prophec;es is substantlated by every. tum of the .
o QXCa\iatcr's spade in Bible. lands, by hlstory and by the, multltude
' of !n’-ic;rip tion's dec:
T ’F‘rb‘m :

-----

A

. -h S

it 's— and will forever be St breaks the ?fetkers of the slave, takes

.. the heat out of life's fierce fever, the pam out of partmg, the sting
out of death, and the gloomeut of the grave.

The Bible addresses -all mankmd speaks with binding

.. claims; -and- 66fmands the obédience ‘of all: it i$"the ‘divine
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revelation of-the world’s .creation,- the, .soul's. salvation, :human
ge tmy rq me realities -of. eternjty. It offers. the first- and
.demands he Iastpy,lts u,u:;equwocal, “T hus saith the. l,or o
oot ol e .

e on; o NOT BROKEN o
“lf hefballed them gods, anto whom the/werdfof God Gafre
(and the istripture ‘cannot be broken?) (John:10:35): The Uews’in
this passage: took Up stones:td throw at Jesus because-they said
He should not apply the word “God” to Himself. Jesus' refutation
is accomplished by means of reason and Scripture. Major
premise: The Scripture cannot be broken; minor premise: The
Scripture-galls fHien commissionéd by, God gods™ (quated from
Psalim 82:6); therefore Jésus sqnctlfled andi se@t into the world
by God, is nghﬁy called éGod" ih &-cofrspondinigly higher sense.
The axiom in parentheses “and the scripture cannot be broken”

is objective and absoltite; ThHe* pdréitheses simply show.it is a -
parenthetic phrase or explanatory comment. Every statement of -

the . Scripture’ stands: ‘imfutably; indeltructible: id its verity,

unaffected by denial, human’ignorafics;' or chiticist, chargés ot

erancy ‘or: other subjectwe attack\- No word of n can be
dest'oyed SRS TR e N Vs BT IR TS Y

..... A Gl et e P .l«_y "

EIYTIRIN AT SE AN TSV UYL S | BENETRNL SRS FLLT Y RN N

- .NOT BOUND:- RN
e “Whérem i s suffer hardsh|p unto bénds as’ a‘maféfacto; but

the Word of God is not boui'nq ] defhy 2:9). Paidl, a mlghty ’

mlssionary, EL Vallant soldier o? He crbes a great” preacher, who
traveled th?e Roman Emrhre wuh the trutﬁs of redemphon and Iett
a rail of glory across the Gentlle world; ‘this marveloustman wﬁp

ddited pldins™ and  cities "withi~ churches he. ‘planted, was, qp '

bounds—but tHe' Goepel he preathed was not bound Paui d!e

' ﬁis pen is macfive, but’ the great message of truth goes on H‘s
epistles’ and message il cbmmue T‘m and ‘dgain 1 the
Word of God has seemetf to be con‘fronted' by in

nsy erable

barrie% of h‘ostilify mdlfferénde, h\}alry,‘ and matenahsm,‘ it bas C

burstits Borids and-gone’ On nts cbn,qaermg »wfay’ There s’ no
pnson for theWord of G'Bd

ISR 4

NOT BURIED

em el i e el

BRI TR

Amdicor the Wordof God |s humg, and actlve, and sharperrthan,
1,6 ’ . The Bible: T,e‘aql..zar‘v
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any twg-edged sword" (Hebrews 4:12), “But the Word.ot the'Lord
abidéth'for ever (i Peter1:25). Thefe'have beér and’are those
‘who have tried to bury the Word of God. (1) There was the
Pagan persecution under Didcletian. He made death the penalty
for any person who dared to own a copy of the Scriptures. After
the Heéfée had beén in"effect two Years, he bodsted that he had
erased thig SEriptifes from‘theearthl But, 1iis was sori found'to
be &n'idlé‘bddst for & few ‘yeaf‘s:*iétérj‘t:‘o_nstaﬂtmeiqa‘s'irédj’g_opies
of thé ‘Néw' Testament for ‘all 'the churches’ of His ‘empire, dnd
withilii: & few'! Rburs;* fifty -cogied™ of God's Wdrd' were "mlade
aécessible to him. (2)-Théré wxsthe’ Papal’ persecition of the
Bible-in-aliifférent form—locking't ug from‘the' commori‘pégple
and putting’ the key in the ‘harids"6f the’priésts: Rome’ fﬁecg}ﬁg
thé jailer of the Werd of God: Hiian Iégénds‘and traditions Weré
urged i its place! Bit, ‘Johty WyBliffei -alter twerity-two yéars on
tig‘tasK; ‘compléted the first Engiish Bibile ‘in 1382. Wychité was
tiiet” ahd - excorimunicated By’ the” Holian“Chureh, “dnd Tory
yedrs’ aftéf hisideath, ‘the iithorities' dugup his 'bones, bumed
them, and scattered the ashes on the River ‘Swift. ; Tyndale
published thia first prifitedl New ‘Testamant in 1525. He 'said that
oflb day e would:make the boy'that dfives thé plow in England
know rioré ‘Scriptire”théh the pbp‘é'j‘ﬁihfé“elt;ﬁHf§'q_lafé_‘t"‘qurds,_
béfore beltig burhed at the 'stake, were: “tord, open Thou the
King of England's eyes” Today,the Biblé has béen transidted
into’ over “one thousand . lafijuages "and ‘didlects. (3 Then,
anoltier ehary ' of thé' Bible” stood “up' ‘4s Goliath” of Galth

g 0t

~ehéllenging Isral—Rationalisr, the déffication of Hurman redson.
The Bible miraclé¥‘are’ denied; thd delty of Jésus is' deniéd; and’
the" incamation'aind "résurrection “aré:'called ‘myths, ‘No’ m;ai‘tgé?r;
under-what Vells of preféhse jt-takes”its assailt, rationalism
regards the Biblé as ‘& humanproduct. '~ . - e
" Sorne *have Gut -Up’ Scripture' with a-'figtiknife, ‘some 'Have'
tried to drown it in the muddy waters of their’ philssophy ‘and’
ignorance, and.spme have. tried 1o Jaugh, it.out of gourt. But, the -
Bible stands alive! It is a sword in battle, a guiding light, a gate to
heaven;ia standard-far youth,.a:comfart forthei aged, salvhtion
for.the:sinner; and grace for God's children,:: =+~ &* "o« aiyke

et inpe ol penesly 0 ROTBRS b e e = }‘ i
PRI NE St SRPIY 3f JS S CRNPRT HPE TR ks a4t [ ST P MW FTES
RS PR e o it Vo Yo pfe e
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.The Importance Of Singing...

T Groegl ot Do
Cosedd THEEN PAULVAUGHNL

-

&l
)
o

om0
" Christianity is involved with @pfritqglﬁs‘dﬁgs, The songsgf the
chureh bring gladness and, give .hope., They. will: encourage
Christians to be fajthful, courageous, helpful, loving, and:kinds.
Singing has received.a notable measuie of attention ip,the Bible,
After the Israelites escaped from the pursuit of, the. Eqyptians
through the F‘ié_dfse;a;,'cﬁ%uey:sgdglﬁa_s,c"gngf of gratitude: to -God.
‘Then sang, Moses.and the children of israel this,song, unto the
Lord, and: spake, saying, | wil sing ‘unto the, Lord, for,He-hath
t‘ﬁmjjpjqu gloriously: the horse. and his rider. hath He, thrown into

the sea. The. Lord is'my;strength-and song; and He is become,

my slyation; He is my God, and |, wil prepare,Him an-habitation;
my father's God and I wil exalf Him” (Exodus 15:1:2). They were

singing from a’ thankful ‘heart, to God for His .protection. and.

wonderful blessings., .\ . T T T
.. In thé book of  Psaims, singing is. emphasized. and was,
important to God's people. O come, let,us. sing.unto the. Lord: et.
us make a joyful noise.to. the rock of our salvation” {Psaim.95:1).
“ will sing'unto the Lord as long as | live: | will sing praise to my:
Giod while | have my being” (Psalm 104:33). ., .. w1 1 -0i0
... .The.church that Jesus buit with His death at Calvary is a,
singing.church. Paul fold the church,at Ephesus tq,sing.“ And be.
riot drunk with. wine, wherein, is excess; but be filled with the,
Spirit; Speaking to.yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing and making, melody in, your heart tosthe- Lord!
(Ephesians 5:18-19). Just before His death on the, crogs, Jesus.
and the disciples “... sung.an_hymn, they went.out into. the
mount of Olives” (Mark: 14:26).,What can, be learned about the

importance of singing in the worship service? .. .. o el

[ SwewGs At OF T
- y+Trust Is an indlisputable ingredient.of the Christian-life: It-is-
relying on God for all the:blessings and support He:hasptomised:
in the\ Scriptures. One cannot be pleasing to God without faith.
“But without faith it is impossible to please Him: for he that

cometh to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder
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of them:that diligently seek:Him" (Hebrews:11:6): This trust, faith
in God, should be strong:and.not waver. Paul .said, “That: we
hengeforth-be- no more: children, tossed to-and:fro; and carried
about with-every wind of:doctrine; by the::sleight-of men, and
cunning craftiness, ~whereby .they - lie.vin- wait - to: . deceive?
(Ephesians 4:14).:Those who are wavenng in: their faith may not
be singing enough: ;... iou Fiooes e

.. There are: songs that express one's falth in Gad, Jesus the
Blble and.the church:: They.are able to strengthen the heart! of
the faithful: child of,God-and shore .up one: in danger of faliing
away from the family of-God.::Singing: will help ‘Christians-live by
faith because they admonish one another to trustiin"God: The
importance of singing in bunldmg falth is of tremendous value to
the Christian.

. r
oo

SINGINé IS AN ACT'OF WORSHIP

’ l;‘._.ﬂ

Smglng is.the. dlvmely approved way of worshlpplngr God in
muslc, There are two, types. of . music, :mechanical instrumental.
music:and vocal musio: God-chose vocal music as the music to
be wused in worship::lt is:written, “And-bei .not drunk: withWwine,
wherein <is excess;. but: be: filled: with the. Spirit; 'speaking:to
yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs singing and
making melody in your heart to the Lord” (Ephesians 5:18-19).
Again, it is written, “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all
wisdom,; teachlrrg and. admomshmg ©org another in ‘psalms and
hymns and splrifua\ SONgS, smglng wuth grace in your hearts to
the Lord” (Colossians 3:16). ~“'* %

All worship to God must be done ina way approved by God.
Jesus told the Samaritan:woman that #@God‘is’a Spirit: and they
that worship Him must worship Him in spirit.and truth” (John
. 4:24). What.does-it mean fo warship God‘in:spirit-and fruth?” To
wership God-in, spiritis: to' worship honestly, from:the heart with
the right attitude..Chicanery-and:insincerity is never:tc:be apart:
_ ofythe true -warship..of ‘Ged:. Wershipping .God- ini truthds:
worshipping according. to His Word. Jesus defines truth.in.the:
.Gospelof John.:He said, “Sanctify.them; through Thy teuth: Thy:
word is. truth”.(John; 17:17). Only-the wership that is:directed-by-
God's Word is acceptable to Him. Man should worship- God as-
God's Word dirgcts, by the authority of:Christ. ‘And-whatscever

1' -
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ye-do in-word or deed, do all-in-the -name of the Lord: Jesus,
giving thanks to God and the Father by Him":(Colossians 3:17). .

. ‘Mocal music: is the only: authorized music in' worshipiri the
Christian: Age:: All 'other forms of music in 'worship have come
abaut because of the wants and desires.of men. These dactrines
- of-men are unacceptable because. they ‘aré not of- truth,
authorized by God's Word. Thus, mechanical instrumental music
in the worship of God.is vain. worship because-it:Is‘from man and
not-from God. It:is written, “This peoplé draweth nigh'unto Me
* with their mouth, and. honoureth Me with-their lips; but iIn-vain
they-do.worship Me,.teaching ‘of doctrines ahd ¢ommandments:
ofmen’ (Matthew 15:8-9). - . . . - : S

AR N

T LT L

L R I

" CONCLUSION e

The musiq. of .the. church. should encourage Christians to

right living, faithful Service, and unity with‘God. When Christians
assemble to worship.God, tones. of joy-should: fill the buildings,
praising. God foriHis great love, honor, and-power. Music of the
church-is God-centered..and not.man:centered because-faithful’
Christians. desire to pledse. God and not self. Let all show-their'
trust in God.by:singing:as He has:authorized in-thie Scriptures.- -

... The Positive And'" " '
wo oo WLAM MARDELLLYNGH <

bl R ' [

= “An atom is'the smallest particle.of matter that has: separate -
and «distinct chemical characteristics:. The:ichlef: componerits of’
~ the:various. atoms of ‘matter have ‘been named: electrons -arid
protons: In' various -combinations ‘and ‘assotiations;-we have:
other. ‘elementary particles of atoms; ‘mesons, ‘neutrinos- and’
deuterons] but in this article, we are not intérésted i these. It Is
with~the* 1positive and the negative “principles’ - that- ‘e are
'con(_';'e'medihe‘re‘. : Tty ‘ : Y TRIVIRIE ‘- :f o
" “The- electron ig “the smallest-known' negatively-cHarged '

BHE
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particle: in-the. universe.. The proton: is. a positively<charged
particle equal in amount to.the electron but about: 1,850 times
heavier. The simplest: nucleus:of all-particles -of matter: is<the
hydrogen atoms made up of one: electron .and- one proton. This
tells. me-much. There: is an-.element: of the -positive and-the
negative in -ali sthe: universe:ibut rthe ,posmve ‘outweighs™ the
negative:1,850 times! . .. ¢ o aang

:+ The.battery in your car has:a- posmve and a negative pole
And;; both have. to-be:connected to:-get the power to your car's
starter. .Your car has: two to four-forward gears:and but one
reverse. Would it notibe iinconvenient to have a car-with:only
forward gears?

God gave us positive and negatlve commands. He has
prepared a heaven and a hell. In all areas, in all places, in all
things, we have to;have both, We-have.hot.and cold, height and
depth, bitter and sweet, love and’ hate,, light and heavy.

Of late, we aré. hearing *{oo! much -in the church the
philosophy of a popular song of a few years ago: “Accentuate the
Positive and Eliminate the'Negétive:'*You can no more eliminate
all the negative in the work of the Lord and achieve what God
wants done thari you can disconnect: the’ negative pole of your
battery and start your car, remové the reverse geaf of your auto
and have convenient transportation,” or remove all the: elecfrons
of allthe atoms of ‘matter and stilFhave a material umverse

- Someé of us have become 30’ positive i in our thmking that s we
are assertifig that utider no mrdumstances can one’ hu‘m’ah belng
judge another. We have heard the pl‘écuous words of our blessed
Lord, “Judge not.that, ye be, not Judged,” misapplied so much.
Certainly, we are not to judge censorlously, and if we do, Jesus
has already. inforimed ‘us the kind .of judgment:that willicome to
us: But, the same Christ that said:in Mattfiew7:1, “Judge nof that
ye be not:judged”.said in .Johh 7:24; “Judge ‘not accordmg fo-
appearance, butjudge righteous judgment.” - - v =

Onthe ‘matter of love, we have $ome today:that have gone
over-boacd They. have become'so eramored with the idea“of the:
pasitive that they:think it alimost criminal to: dlsagree with ‘anyone
on'! anhything. Some. ‘parents : have' tried: this theory: in the
permissive growing-up of their-children :and they have produced:
offspring that: respect neither God nor:man; who can get along
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. with neither.society nor themselves. Certainly, we 'are to -love;
love God, our fellows, ‘but not to':ithé point that we refuse 16
ob]ect to:wrong, fight evil;.or oppose falsehood, 2 - .1t i

{ The'tNew Testament -is: filled *with: positive precep‘ts ‘and
ex‘amplesebut:there -are some things thatare not to be :done,
some teachings that are:not to. be tolerated;. in- short, thére is
some negative along with the positive - that ‘is absolutely
necessary. May God help us torbe:as well integratéd as the
atom, as balanced as the battery of ourcars:and as practical’ as
the four-speed. transmission - with: reverse.: ‘Accentuate”the
Positive”but don't “eliminate the Negative™: ' ... . . -¥%. -

ool -'~t . -.',-‘) S
.

The Teacher And L
Hts Teachmg

L ~‘.'Vt;. W AR tate!
T F‘RED DILLON L
U AU E U N T e
" “Take heed unto thyself,, and unto the doctrine; contlnue—m
them for,in. dqing. this, thou, shalt.bath save thyself;- and them
thathearthee” (I Tmothy416) e, e S
In this brief passage, the: -apostle to the Gentlles gqves

Timothy a double-barreled charge—one that all preachers need.
Tl:\ose whq, labored in, the flrst century needed ltas well-as. those
who attempt to evangehze the world today., . e,

1./“TAKE HEED lmro THysELE

y [c LR s N
- :Every preacher,)yea eyery Chnstlan, must flrst ahd foremost:
watch their own lives.=The :same, Paul admonijshed the brethren:
at Corinth. to “examine yourselves, whether: you ;be- in: the
falth—prove your own selves’”:(li Eorinthians 13:5).:' i
- Before .| can reach out to others, J.must examine myself |
must prove my own self. How many-preachers:and teachers-are
there -around today who:can teach. the truth;:preach. the truthy:
and have:great followings; but-do riot live:the: truth, do not.do the
truth. Inmany cases, their-own livesare’in shambles.: . ..z - .
- :} can never; help someene pull a-ntote from-the eye IWhenf!‘-
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who believe they are right with God, ™! **

have:a;beam.in: my: own. Thrs is;why -Paul in admomshmg the:
Chnstrans at,Galatia.told:them, “If. a man.be .overtaken in a fault;:
ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit- of:
meekness; : ponsrdenng thyself lest~ thou also . be. tempted.”
(Galatians 6:1).. T A Y

I cannot bear my brother's burdens when my: burdensaare
pulling me .. down: into- the depths. of .sin" and; death:~Paul
cautioned, *if a,man think- himself to.be something, when he.is
nothing; -he deceiveth himself’ (Galatians 6:3). He added; “Let'
every man prove his own work, and then:shall he.have rejoxcrng
in hlmself alone,, aud not in another” (Galatians 6:4). ..

I ALt ST UE e L
T A2 "AND UNTOTHEDOCTRINE" S
e . (Timothy 4:16b) - ...: . - .

" It'makes no drfference how clean ahd" puré | keep m)%elf of

- how much | am able to impress the WOrIa ‘with my goodness,

uiless | havé'the rrght doctrine, | am stillin troub1e with my Lord.
Beloved John was swift to point out, “WHosoever t‘ransgresseth.
and abudeth not in the doctnne of Christ hath nof God” (T John
9) [ACS S STT “:

There are undoubtedly - and eveﬁ repoﬁedly many good
people ‘it thel world' who knbWw not' the true’ doctnne of Christ and

C‘dmellus was a'marn who was just’ devoiit, one Who ‘feared‘
God with ali°hi$ hotlse; (gave much alms’ to"ihie People ahd
prayed. to God always-(Acts"'10: 2) No' douBt, “'this Roman
centurlon was Véry influential to all aroufid’ hini'*especrally his
fa?mly When' the angel of God came and informed’ hirh-that he
rieeded to send men to J’oppa and call foF Petér; ‘he was tade to’
understand’ that he needed to be told "what th0u oughtest to do
(Acts'10:6).

That Comelrﬂs Was' willing and afixious to ‘follow” God' :
instructions is now ‘a matter of Biblical history. Not only did he
send for Peter, but gathered together all his kinsmen and near
friends and announced to the apostle, “Now therefore are we all

~ Heré present before God to hear all things commanded thee of

God” (Acts 10:33).
With the right kind of lifestyle and the true doctrine of Christ '
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soWwn inttr his:hieart, Comelius as'well‘as his fariily were baptrZéd?
inithe hame of the Lord and prayed that' Peter ‘Would thhy w:thJ
them. & = Ui i s st

<. Pal- mstructed Timothy to “hold- fast the- form . of:- sound
words,” and told another son in the Gospel Tltus' by name; “to
speak the'things'which bécdmesound doctrime ' v -

»5Charged by*Pauf to “Preach:the word™ (Il Ti Tmothy #:1-5), the.
young ‘gvangelist ‘was also- exhorted 16 be an ‘example’ of
believers:in word, in donveérsation, |n chidfityin’ spiht i faith aﬁd‘
in: punt?'(lT‘mothy411-12j TGN LT o

While we:raiset out'achlldren fo befiave, to: be “good: citiZens,
and to stay out of trouble . . . “to abstain from all appearance of
evil,” we must srmultdhée’usly {feed them Gifithe milk and later the
meat of the New Testaferit ‘of: Christ! We must develop them
with an attitude to. ‘desire, the singere milk of:the wgrd that.they
may grow thereby‘ (I Peter2 12), BT i

., We, must never sacnﬁce ,doctnne to make thqse around. us
belleve we are loving, kmd warm-hearted people.. .. -,

On lthe qther hand, we must never, forgot to | present Qur
bodles as'a lrvung sacti flce, holy, acceptable unto God, which is:
our § reasonable sepvice” (Romans 12:1;:2)., . i I
o Ewe. eonfgrm 1o the world, and sacrmpe th doptrine of
Christ, we simply become part of the wor,ld and oy «of step;with
the truth, When we know,. that only the, fruth can make,us. free
from sjn, and death, we.must, “buy.the ‘truth, and selq it ndt Wg

must bmd;t upon.the tabtes ofour heatts..... . o,

There is agreat power,, in thls verse in. Ist Tu;nothy,, lf we‘gre
wnl!mg to. watch pur.own lives, -and strll hold,Jast to.the.doctrineof:
Christ, we, wnll stand bejore the_ judgment sept oLChnst with
“plessed. assurance,, Jesus s mine, If we. sacnﬁce elther of the
Holy Spirit's ‘admonitions, we will be in ‘trouble with our Lord We.
must take Him gt’ His. Word He doesn't liel (Roman, 5, 3: l)
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