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 EDITORIAL

 What Does the Bible Teach?

There is only one baptism

- Infact, in the Bible’s New Testament we read of at least six types
of baptisms. From among those " six baptisms four have been.
fulfilled, one is yet to be fulfilled and will actually be accomplished
on the day of judgmentwhen Christ retums, but only one is effective
or operative and functional presently today. Let us observe:

In'his.epistle to the Corinthians the apostle Paul had mentioned
to them'how their forefathers were baptized under the cloud when
- they had passed through the sea under the leadership of Moses,
when he had brought them out of the slavery of Egyptians by the
power of Almighty God. (1 Corinthians 10:1,2). There the apostle
said, they were baptized into Mases in the cloud in the sea.

Next, we read of John's baptism. Before the birth of Christ,
amongst the Jews, God had sent a man named John. John later
began to be recognised as John the ‘baptizer, because he was
preaching to the Jews repentance from sin, and those who did
repent or changed their mind and had ‘turned t6 God, John was
baptizing them in the river Jordan for the remission of their sins.
Mark 1:5 says, “Then-all the land of:Judea, and those from
Jerusalem, went out to him and were ‘all ‘baptized by him in the
Jordan river, confessing their sins.” John's: baptism.was ‘meant:
~ only for the unbelieving Jews who had'become unfaithful to God.-
John's baptism was simply ‘a: baptism: of repentance, signifying ~
sorrow for sins and a desire to-be ready for the coming of Christ's
kingdom: (Matthew 3:1-16; 16:18; 19) -
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John, the baptizer, however, later told his audience, I indeed
baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming
after me is mightier than 1, whose sandals | am not worthy to carry.
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing
fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clean out His threshing
floor, and gather His wheat into the barn; but He will burn up the
chaff with unquenchable fire.” (Matthew 3:11, 12). John there was
speaking about Jesus Christ, and he told them people that he
would baptize with Holy Spirit and fire. Here we observe two
baptisms mentioned, and both of these were to be administered
by Christ Himself. When Christ was on earth he never baptized
anyone with the Holy Spirit or with fire, as John had said, He
‘would. But when He was returning back to the Father in -heaven,
He had met His chosen disciples or the apostles for the last time
on earth and told them: “For John truly baptized with water, but
you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from
now.... But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come
upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in
all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” (Acts 1:5 &
8). Please note well, the baptism of the Holy Spirit, that John had
said Christ would administer, was a promise only to the apostles
of Christ. They were going to be abptized with the Holy Spirit soon.
And it was actually fulfilled ten days after the ascension of Christ:
* on the day of Jewish Pentecost in the city of Jerusalem. ( Luke
24:46-49; Acts 2:1-4). A ,

But what about fire baptism? John had said that Christ would
baptize with the Holy Spirit and with fire. Aceording to the Bible,
. the baptism of fire has been reserved for those who do not know
" God and have not obeyed the Gospel.of Christ. In the book of 2
Thessalonians 1:7-10 we read, “When the Lord Jesus is revealed
from heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire taking
_vengeance on those who do not know God and on those who do
not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. These shall be
punished with everlasting . destruction from the presence of the
Lord.and from the glory of His power. When He comes in that
Day, to be glorified in His saints and to be admired among all
those who believe, because our testimony among you was
" believed.” Again, at Revelation 21:8-we read, “But the cowardly,
unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers,
idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns
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with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.” The first death,
not mentioned here but implied, is the physical death which all
have to face. But all the sinners and the wicked will be punished
in the fire of hell. This will be the baptism of fire. "

- There is yet another baptism mentioned in the Bible, in
Matthew 20:22 and in Mark 10:38, about which Christ had told
His disciples that He alone would be baptized-with that baptism. .
This was-a symbolic reference to the suffering that he was going
to endure at the cross, as He would be buried under the burden
of sins of the world. (Isaiah 53:4-6). _ o
+-But when the apostle Paul wrote his epistle to the Ephesians,
in about 64 A.D., by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit of God, he
wrote in Ephesians 4:5 that there was but only one baptism. This
baptism is the baptism that Christ had commanded in His great
commission to His followers, before His ascension into heaven. ‘
As we read in Matthew 28:19, 20, “Go therefore and make
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to
cbserve all things that | have commanded you; and lo, | am with
you always, even to the end of the age.” Again, at Mark 16:15,16
we read, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every
creature. He who believes and is-baptized will be saved; but he
who does not believe will be condemned.”. Notice: this baptism
was going'to be administered by Christ's followers in the name
of the Father and- of the Son and of the Holy Spirit (the Deity).-
Also, note, this baptism was for those who would believe, and to
be saved from their sins. e . ‘

While all other baptisms, with the exception of one, namely the
baptism-of fire which will be administered on the last day of
judgment to those who do not know God and do not obey ‘the
gospel of Christ, have passed ‘away- having accomplished their
speaific purposes, Christ's one baptism, which he had commanded
in His great commission remains and will continue to be operative
an’d‘bin.ding until the day Christ comes back to judge the world.:

DON’T BLAME GOD
J.C. CHOATE

While | was attending college, a tornado struck a community
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nearby and two or three people were killed. Someone said that
the reason the tornado swept through that area was because of
the sinful living of those particular people. Someone else said that
if God was punishing the people because of their sins, why didn’t
He hit some place like New York City? The same could be said
about cities, large and small, all over the world. ‘ :

Of course the point is, God is not directly sending tornados,
fires, floods, snowstorms, earthquakes, tsunamis, or other such
things on the people of the world because of their wicked living.
If He were using nature in such ways today, the world itself would
have been destroyed a long time ago because it is filled with sin
and sinners. . : _ .

‘However, when tragic events take place, such as the recent
tsunami in the Indian Ocean in which thousands and thousands
of people were killed, survivors who have lost family members and
loved ones usually ask, “Why? Why, God, did You send-such a
terrible thing upon us?”. The same question was asked when.four -
hurricanes hit Florida in the USA a few years back, and when
hurricane Katrina destroyed New Orleans and the Gulf Coast. That
question has also been asked repeatedly when earthquakes have
devastated areas of Turkey, iran, India, and other countries,
causing the deaths of thousands when their small mud houses
collapsed on them. Similar earthquakes have hit Japan and China,
and people there wondered, “Why? Why me?" No doubt that same:
question is asked by those who suffer mud slides annually in .
California and floods in many other parts of the world. '

But tragic events of nature are continually happening around:
the world. Scientists explain: Mud slides occur naturally when rain
weakens the structure of a mountain, releasing a muddy torrent:
on whatever may be inits path. _

Hurricanes and cyclones sweep.over an area ‘when the
conflicting energy of high and low air- pressure, combined.with hot
and cool air masses, create rapid spiraling movement of the air-
over the ogcean. RIS S L

Tornadoes form when warm humid air meets cold dry air in a
twisting effect over land, spinning at speeds of 80 to 150 miles
an hour. e ’ ‘ ‘ :

Earthquakes are caused by the shifting of fectonic plates along
fault lines under the earth’s surface. This crashing movement can
turn any place into rubble in a.matter of seconds. . . :

4 The Bible Teacher.



Volcanoes are the resuit of a build-up of heat and préssurein
the hot, molten rock deep underground along tectonic plate lines.
Magma finally breaks through the surface, spewing gas, steam,

‘ash, and/or molten lava from the rupture. If the earthquake or the

“volcanic eruption occurs in the ocean, a seismic.sea wave—a
tsunami—may occur. This natural result of massive movements
in the earth can create waves as much as 35 to 200 feet higher

“than normal, crushing and mangling everything-in their path.

These terrible, catastrophic events are the effects*of what we
call the “laws of nature”. When natural conditions come-together
in predictable, specified ways, we can -expect one of these
powerful, destructive results—not as a direct act of God but

“because the earth’s conditions demand it. Sy

On the other hand, while nature itself is responsible for these
tragedies, man is responsible for grievous things that come about
as a result of wars, terrorism, robberies, killings, the misuse of
drugs, hunger, polluted water, poverty, poor eating habits; etc:

However and whatever brings about hurt, pain, suffering, and
death; never let the thought cross your mind, or say to yourself
arid to others, that'‘God is doing this to-me. Listén, God créated
you and all human‘eings, and He loves you: He doesn't want to
kill you. He doesn’t want to-hurt you or to cause you and your

-loved ones to suffer. He even gave His son to die for you so‘you

-can be saved in this world ard in the world to come. John 3:16
says plainly, “For God so-loved the world that He gave His only.
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish-but
have &veriasting life. For God did not send His Son'into the world
to condemn the wotld, but that the world through Him might be
saved.” - R

Perhaps you have lost a wife, a husband, children, and other
family members in some tragic natural calamity. This -is
heartbreaking, and we grieve for you in your loss, but be thankful
that you have survived. Don't try to put the blame on others, and
don’t blame God, but be thankful that you are still living, and that
there are many in your country and around the world who are
making great efforts to help you and others to rebuild your life.
Be thankful that good can come out of tragedy, and that you can
know-the:love of God and of caring humans in the midst: of all
the pain. : : '

=+ . Although you can see God's creation all around you, as a testi-
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mony that God lives, get yourself a Bible and read and study it to
learn more about God and about His Son, Jesus Christ. Look for
His words of love and reassurance. Leamn to say with the Psalmist,
-“The LORD is-my shepherd; | shall not want. He makes me to lie
down in green pastures; He leads me beside the still waters. He
_restores my soul....” (Psalm 23)...- . o
Turning to God's word to allow Him to talk to you, you will learn
of the Lord's sacrifice for you, and of what He would: have you to
do to be saved. He wants you fo hear the good news of His Son,
Jesus-Christ, to believe it, to turn away from your sins, and to be
‘baptized for the forgiveness. of your sins. When you do these
things, with a sincere heart of submission to God, He will save
you and add you to His church, His spiritual family. Then as you
‘live the Christian life and remain faithful to him, you will be
prepared to go to heaven when you die. In that new spiritual world,
_you will live with God and the redeemed forevermore. There will’
be no pain there, no sorrow, no sickness, and no death. “...We,
according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth
in which righteousness dwells. Therefore, beloved, looking forward
" to these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, without
spot and blameless” (2 Peter 3:13,14). . & T
~_ “And | heard a loud voice from heaven saying, ‘Behold, the
tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with-them, and
_they shall be His people. God Himself will be with.them and be
their God. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes;
.there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall
. be no more pain, for the former things have passed away’..Then -
He who sat on the throne said, ‘Behold, | make all things.new'."
(Revelation 21:3-5). ' ‘
- That is the kind of God we believe in and serve. He lives, and
‘we live because of Him. - :

OF SHACKLES, CUFFS AND BONDS "

, 'HOWARD R. HORTON ? '
One of the most interesting pieces of equipment a law en-
forcement officer carries is his handcuffs. To pull these out isto

make a statement. Someone is going to jail. When the cuffs are
placed on someone, they have a tendency to hurt. Of course, the
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officer applying the cuffs is in control of just how tight they fit.
‘Usually, the conduct of the one. bemg arrested determines. the
tightness. :

Sin is that way.- As Chnshans we know what |t is hke to be
bound by sin. That of course, is the. condition of all men. and
women before they-are saved by grace through faith (Ephesians
2:8-9). But, what about after we become Christians?

. Do you remember a man named.Simon the sorcerer? You can
find his story in Acts 8:13-24 where we.read of a sinner who
became a Christian. As is the case all too often, this new convert
turned to the thinking and conduct of the old-man. Thus, an in-
spired apostle rebuked him with the words, “For | perceive thou
art in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity” (Acts 8:23
KJV) Thus, a free man (Romans 6:17-19) is in bonds again. Satan,
with Simon’s full consent, slapped the cuffs back-on!

Now, the important thing is this: What will Simon do about
those‘cuffs? Just how tight. will he allow Satan to make them?
.From what we read.in our text, Peter confronted Simon, and Simon
immediately said, “Pray ye to.the Lord for me, that none of these
things-which ye have spoken come upon me” (Acts 8: 24).-Of
course, our text informs us that Peter had already :commanded
Simon to repent or perish (vv. 20-22). .

Paul had a similar problem with the church at. Rome Withm

that church were people still feeling the pressure of keeping the

‘Mosaic Law. In other words, they thought that the gospel (God's

power to save men—Romans 1:16-17) was not enough. They

believed some of the Mosaic Law had to be kept as well. But was

this true? . : _

Romans 6 is a great chapter on the glonous yet serious
ramifications, of being a baptized believer. Paul is not stressing
the necessity of baptism in Romans 6; they had already been
baptized. They just had not yet been taught or understood the
serious demands placed on them as risen saints. -

_ Being “raised with Christ”.implies a death, the death of the old
man, and the glorious resurrection of the new man in Christ Jesus.
And this new man has the power of Christ, of God and of the Holy -
Spmt (through faith in His Word) to keep sin from-having any more
reign or dominion over him. Consider Romans 6:9-12, “Knowing
that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath
no more dominion over him. For in that he died, he died unto sin
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once: but in. that he liveth, he liveth unto God. Likewise reckon
ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Let not sin therefore relgn in ‘your
mortal body, that ye-should obey it in the lusts thereof.”

- Aré these passages not clear? When Christ was raised from
the dead, death could no longer hold Him, touch Him, hurt Him
or have any reign over Him. In like manner, when we are raised
with Him, sin cannot have any reign or dominion over us. We will
still fall short from time to time, but we do not have to let sin have
reign over us anymore! We can be “more- than conquerors”
(Romans 8:37). And, this is accomplished without anythmg from
the Mosaic Law. The “law of the Spirit of life which-is in Christ
Jesus” (Romans 8:2) is the only law men and women need today.

" Let's be honest with new converts. When they become New
Testament Christians, they will still feel the same pressures of their
old lifestyles. However; the new convert must also know that those
pressures do not have to win; strong as they may be, as often as
they may come, they can still be faced, endured and solidly
whipped through Jesus Christ. Sin does not have to rule the
‘Christian any more! The new convert has appropriated the blood
of‘Christ and every benefit is vouchsafed for him or her at Calvary.

People become Christians because they are sensitive people.
Their hearts are still teachable, trainable and-pliable. The gospel
can mold them fiiither. However, this sensitivity sometimes can
be a two-way street. The-devil has the ability to cause people to
become disheartened, depressed and despondent enough to start
doubting God's ability to forgive and strengthen them further. John
touched upon this in 1 John 3:20, “For if our heart condemn us,
God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all things.”

All Christians, at some point, find themselves in the same boat
with Simon the sorcerer. Our old lifestyles sometimes just will not -

“stay away. Some old lifestyles seeém to rise up and grab us around
pressuring us to‘do something wrong, stupid and sinful. What are
we to do? We are to fight! We are to remember the words of the
Holy Spirit—words like, ] can do all things through Christ which
strengtheneth me” (Philippians 4:13); words like, “we are more
than conquerors through him that loved us” (Romans 8:37); words
like, “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5).
The point is this: Have you felt any pressure around the wrists of
your inner man? Has your enthusiasm been hampered by
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shackles, bonds or cuffs of an old lifestyle? Do we allow Sztan each
day to continue to tighten his hold on us; thus Tobbing us of our
self-esteem, drive and great hope for etemal life? -~ ‘
Jesus Christ has the handcuff key! Peter used these keys on
the Day of Pentecost in Acts 2 when 3,000 souls were baptized
and added to the church, by the Lord Himself (Acts 2:37-47). Thus,
if we listen really well we can hear the clicks of the braces being
opened by the gospel.and the thud of 3,000 sets of handcuffs hit-
ting the ground! e
.--Simon the sorcerer? He heard the click twice..Once when he
became a Christian (Acts 8:13) and again -after he became a
Christian. =~ N , : B
‘Do you need the cuffs removedfagain? Then repent and pray.
Click. o - ‘

Maintaining Objective Faith in

‘a Subjective World

ERSEEE ‘=ATOMMY;S’,OUTI-'I, sid B T S T Y

T T L T B ey f e

~ During the turbulent decade of the 1960s, we first.began to
hear the popularized slogans. of the movement_toward sub-
jectivism (also known, as moral relativism; now, more commonly,
- post-modernism). “All truth is relative,” we. were. told. “If it feels
" good, do it!” Thomas Altizer even pronounced that “God is dead”,.
(not meaning that He ‘had. expired,.so much as that He had
become.irrelevant). All of.this sounded.so radical back then that
"we_could scarcely. imagine. subjectivism would. very. quickly -

become the dominant view of reality in.our society, .. ... ., . .

- In a national survey in November 2002, George, Barna reported
that only 38: percent of Americans believed that.absolute -moral.
truth exists.. That's: not surprising,. but. it is very froubling. Even
more troubling, however, was Barna’s finding that same year that
only 32 percent of those claiming to be “born again”. Christians
believed in moral absolutes. These are people. who believe in God.
and Jesus and who indicate -at least some regard for the Bible as
the Word of God—yet, slightly less than one-third believe that-
absolute moral truth exists.
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- We are indeed living in a subjective world, and we must learn
how to do it while maintaining an. objective faith. The Christian
faith is an objective one because it is based on historical realities
concemning the acts of God in history, most notably the incarnation
of Jesus Christ. The New Testament does not begin, “Once upon

a time there was a man named Jesus.”
Objective Versus Subjective ' - o

Perhaps 'we should begin by-défining the crucial terms in this

discussion. o T

‘The objective view of reality has three primary characteristics:

- (1) Truth or reality is what it is,-regardless of human perception.
In other words, what is true is true' whether you or | think so or
not. For example, on July 20, 1969, Neil Armstrong became: the
first man to walk on the moon, an event that was celebrated
worldwide as an astounding achievement of modern technology.”
However, many people deny that it ever happened. In 1998 a
former NAS_A scientist claimed in' his. book .that the.entire event
was a hoax, staged under top-secret conditions at the mysterious
“Area 51" in the Nevada desert, and that.it is scientifically
impossible for anyone to walk on the moon. An international -
organization of like-minded. folks:maintain the entire moon-walking
episode was_an elaborate deception orchestrated by the U.S.-
govemment. - a - IR

" If Neil Armstrong did walk on the: moon, it réally doesn’t matter:
what these people say or think: he'still did if: If he didn’t do it, it
doesn't matter what the test of us think: it never happened. That's
_ objectivism. ‘ Phoi R e S R

“"(2) Reality-is ‘'supportableby evidence. If-something is
objectively true, those who support it can produce evidence in its
favor. This-may be in the form of eyewitnesses, documents or
arguments concerning its reasonableness-and/or probability. That
doesn't mean that the evidence is necessarily persuasive to
everyone but that evidence exists to back up the claim.

(3) By implication, whatever ‘contradicts réality is necessarily
false. In other words, two opposite claims ‘can't both be true. If
Armstrorig walked on the moon, it is false to say that he didn't. If
he didn't, it is false to'say that he did. "~~~ '~ S

The subjective view of reality is simply the -opposite of the
above: - o a - R
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(1) Reality is limited to:the perception of each'individual.
-Something may be true'for you but:not for'me, and beth views
are said to be true. If you believe that:Neil Armstrong walked on
the moon and-| don't, we are both right in our own way. There is
‘no “public truth” on the matter reallty is snmply what each of us
-chooses to believe that it is..:
’ (2) Evidence is.unnecessary and lrrelevant Because all truth
is personal ‘it really doesn’t matter whether:any evidence supports
one’s convictions'or not. For subjectivism, the indiv:dual is the only
standard by which truth can be judged. -

. (3).Because all truth is- personal .and relatlve even
contradlctzons can both be true..in:other words, Nell Armstrong
walked on the moon—and he didn't! . -

The Dangers of Subjectivism

" The effects of the subjective world-wew on splntual truth are

obvious: ‘God is real only if He is real to you; otherwise,. He has
no objectlve reallty Jesus is and is not God’s Son and the Savior
of the world depending on what you thlnk about Him, and.other
(even conﬂlctlng) claims ‘about Him are equally valid. The.Bible
is the Word of God only if you choose to take it that ‘way;
otherwise, it is simply another’ collectlon of ancient wntlngs

More specnﬁcally, nottce the effects of subjectlvism as it relates
to faith: K

" (1) Man—not God—becomes the standard of right and wrong
Actually, there is no right and wrong, eéxcept what esch of us
determines for himself or herself. This leads to ‘both moral and
spiritual relativism (i.e., nothing is absolutely right or wrong/true
or false) and that leads inevitably to-chaos. We: are reminded of
the sad evaluation of the era of the Judges: “In those days there
was 'no king in Israel; ‘every man did what'was right in his own
eyes” (Judges'17:6 nass). That's why the stories from the book
of Judges are so blzarre—somethmg akm to today s newspaper
accounts.

(2) Faith is replaced by feelings: Genume “faith” in the blbllcal
sense is not a blind acceptance of somethlng as true. It is based
on certain realltles God exists. Jesus is His Son. He died on the
cross for the sins ‘of the world and rose from the dedd. Scripture
is true and can be trusted to give-us an accurate account of what
God has done and wants
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- . Subjectivism, on-the other hand; is based mostly on how
_people feel, and there.is an-enormous difference in this and actual
faith.Allow me to mentlon a few things- that feellngs cannot do
for faith: i
-+ Feelings cannot lnform faith. - Because falth is based on
historical and spiritual realities, those realities must -be
conveyed and accepted. Your feelings will not lead you to the
_conclusion that Jesus died:on the cross and rose from the
.- dead. In fact, for many people, feelmgs w1|l lead them to quite
the opposite conclusion.
.+ .Feelings cannot determine God's will for your life. God's will
~ is known from His Word and from the wisdom it teaches. Just
because we feel something strongly does not mean that God
is leading us. In fact, following our feelings apart from objective
revelation from Scripture will likely cause us to play right into
. the hands of what Paul calls “the flesh,” tie self-centered
tendency resident wuthm all of us that pulls us away from doing
~ God's will (see Galatians 5: 16-17) ‘
'+, Feelings.cannot establish right and wrong, truth and error. If
~they could, then there would be no solid truth because what
is true would vary from mdjv:dual to individual. '

When Jesus encountered the\Samantan woman in John 4, she
brought up the age-old argument between Jews and Samaritans
about the proper place of worsh|p—,-the Jerusalem temple -or, the
rival Samaritan sanctuary on Mount Gerizim. This was evidently:
an attempt to steer Him away from the discussion of her marital
history. Jesus didn’t allow her to derall Him, but before proceeding
He answered the place-of-worship question: “Woman, believe Me,
the hour is coming when neither in this mountain nor in Jerusalem
shall you worship the Father. You worship that which. you do not
kriow; we worship that which we know, for salvation is from the
Jews” (John 4:21-22), The Samaritans felt very strongly about
Mount Gerizim being the right place to worship. But Jesus said
that regardless of their feelings, they were wrong: “You worship
that which you do not know.” Feelings cannot establish theological
truth and error, nor can they establish moral right and wrong.

+ Feelings cannot tell you if.you are right with God. Being lost
or saved is an objective reality based on what God has said
and promised, not on how we feel about the matter. In Acts
23:1, Paul acknowledges that he had a good conscience all
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- of his life, right up to his arrest in.Jerusalem. That means when
.. ~he was arresting Christians and casting his vote in favor. of

- their deaths, he felt just.fine-about it (Acts 22:3-5; 26:9-11).

. But; as. he eventually Ieamed he could not have been more
. .wrong. - ,

: leeW|se sometrmes our feelmgs condemn us when God
doesn't:: First John: 3:19-20 informs us'that we can “assure our
heart ... in. whatever our heart condemns us; for God is greater
than: our hearts.and knows all- thmgs Just as we may: be lost
-when we feel that we are saved, it is possible to be saved:when
we feel lost. Our feelings sumply are not an adequate gurde to thls
important question. i
- (3) Subjectivism creates a vacuum of hopelessness and
despair. Back in the 1960s, we were told that throwing offthe old
views of public, universal truth to' which we were all ariswerable
would bring us freedom. The truth is we are never really free until
‘we know where the:boundaries-are.. |-recall a visit to the World
Trade Center in New:York City several years ago, and the feeling
of apprehension when |:stepped out of the elevator into the ob-
servation floor. The height was absolutely dizzying and the view
fantastic, but'had the entire thing not been enclosed in glass, |
would have ventured no further than the elevator door. Only
because | knew there ‘were ‘boundaries of safety could | venture
out and see what there was o be seen.

From the subjective point of view, no one can be sure of ,
anything. It's even a. contradiction of the subjective position to state
with absolute certainty that nothing is absolute. And if no-one can
be sure of anything, inevitably the sense of hopelessness will
follow that permeates .our culture today- resulting in drug and
alcohol abuse and a host of other social aberratlons

“] Know Whom | Have'Believed”

~ Contrast all of these problems with the words of Paul in 2
Timothy 1:11-14: “For’ [thls gospel] | was appomted a preacher
and an apostle and a teacher: For this reason | also suffer these
things, but | am not ashamed:; for | know whom |'have believed
and | am convinced that He is able to guard ‘What | have entrusted
to Him until that day. Retaln the standard of sound words which ‘
you have heard from me, in the falth and love which are in Christ
Jesus. Guard, through Holy Splnt who dwells in us the treasure
which has ‘been entrusted to you.”
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- Paul could know in whom he had believed because God is an
objective reality, and he knéw that the gospel is true whether his
enemies believed it or not."Likewise, he could be sure that God
is able to-guard:what had been‘entrusted to Paul because he had .
good evidence of God’s capabilities based on Old Testament
‘history-and the death and resurrection ‘of Jesus. And he could
admonish. Timothy to follow the pattern of sound words that:he
had been taught; the objective revelation of the gospel of Jesus
Christthat is not subject to individual approval or. acknowledgment. -
‘Timothy should guard the truth entrusted to’ him because some
things are true and others are false. On that:basis, both' Timothy
. and Paul could be free to live out their lives of service to Christ,
‘despite the sufferlng, certain of the outcome No sense of
hopelessness here!

By following these same pnnmples. |t is stlll possrble to mamtaln
an objective faith in a subjective world. The next Barna poll may
reveal that only 1 percent believe:in absolute truth, but that does
‘not hinder the believer.in Christ fromymaintaining the faith by -which
we are saved.‘it is not now and never wnll be easy. but |t can be
done! ~ : 3E o

fsmﬁ;conmon
PAUL CLEMENTS |

Self-control is a Christian virtue that is diffi cult for some to de-
velop and maintain: It is 'what we need most and- seem to strive
for least in this life. The kind -of self-contro] we need requires
restraint, courage perseverance,’ determmation disciplme etc.
Maybe we're frightened by such requurements Felix was terrified
when Paul spoke about self-control in Acts 24:25. We don't know
what Paul.said, but he spoke of it in the company of right living
and the final judgment. He surely. told Felix that self-control was
essential to achieve nghteousness and to be approved on judg-
ment day' Regardless, self-imposed dlsmpllne isa necessnty if we
are to live a Christian life. -

" The term: self—control" lmplles strength. Self-control
(temperance, KJV) is the mastery of one’s desires, espemally one’s
physical appetites. itis control of mind and body. It is the power
to hold oneself within limits. This power aIIows usto bring all our
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faculties under control. “He who is slow to anger is-better than
the mighty, and he who_rules his spirit than he who takes a city”
(Proverbs 16:32 nkuv).-When we achieve!self-control, we have
strength, order and harmoeny in our lives. We are more- able to
handle life's challenges.

Self-control may be obvious in some areas of Ilfe (e.g. mastery
of a musical instrument). It is aiso-apparent:even in the least of
matters. For example; for a student-to do his best in school and
make good grades-even in the subjects he doesn't like requires
self-control. For a person determined to-lose weight to avoid his
favorite cake. takes self-control.: Orderliness in-our personal lives
(e.g- picking. up after oneself, making the bed, etc.) is a direct
result of self-control. Some: folks are almost always on: time for
church services. Others are habitually late. Self-control and the
discipline required to develop good habits make the difference.

- Self-control is.essentially the ability to regulate our actions by
principles and sound judgment. It matters littie how good we claim
to-be or how much we know if we cannot control ourselves. Self-
control relates to all areas of life. The opposite of self-control is
identified in such passages as 1 Corinthians 7:5. Here temptatlon

to.commit sexual sin is mentioned.

~James described a lack of self-control when he sald Iust
oncenyes and bears sin of any-kind (1:15). Temptation is not
wrong in and of itself. Yielding to temptations, giving in:to our lusts,
and not applying restraint lead to sin. This is where self-control
must be applied.

- When Paul condemns the works of ﬂesh and commends the
fruit of the Spirit, self-control is, listed and said to be a quality
against which there is no law (Galatians 5:23). The law of Christ,
the inspired word of-truth, must rule our hearts and lives. and
thereby help us restrain our passions and evil desires. ,

Paul illustrates self-control by. the. discipline required of the
contender in. athletic contests (1 Corinthians 9:24-27). The athlete

. must be in training to achieve success. Similarly, we must.be in.

splntual training.if we are to-receive the incorruptible crown. Self-.
control demands laying asude the weight of sin and. steadfastly
running the Christian race (Hebrews 12:1). Only by control of self

can we, like Paul, finish the race (2 Timothy 4:7). When addressing ; .

the things. that were wanting in the churches.of Crete, Paul told
Titus to require self-contro! of church leaders (Titus 1:8). He knew
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that in the grievous times that were coming, a lack of self-control -
would be one of the indicators of ‘a false pretense at godliness
(2 Timothy 3:1-5). The elders.of the church were to set the ex-
ample in the matter of self-control. All:Christians sheuld develop
self-control as a virtue built on faith, vrrtue and knowledge (2 Peter
1:5-6)." ‘

Self-control is acqunred by exerC|smg wrsdom in the application
of knowledge gained from God's Word. “Gird up the loins of your |
mind”-and-set your sights on eternal life—living a. holy life of
obedience (1 Peter 1:13-15). This should:get: us startedin the
development of self-control which is gained only by hard:work-and
constant effort: There are no shortcuts. “No-orie, having put his
hand to the: plow and Iookmg back is f t for the klngdom of God™
(Luke 9:62). - :

The Rechabites were used as examples of self-control befare:
Judah (Jeremiah 35). They* had been instructed by their
forefathers to avoid certain things including wine. When Jererniah
prought-them ‘into :the temple arid offered them wine (God's’
directive), they refused. to imbibe. Although bowls of: wine- were
set before them and they were told'to dririk; they would not! Judah
was told by God through Jeremiah that they should have listened'
to the prophets and applied self-control as the Rechabites did.
Because-they did not listen to' God, they would be puinished: The
self-controlled Rechabites, on the ‘other hand were commended
by God.

Another example of such power over self is Daniel. He
“purposed in his heart that he-would not defile himself with the
portion of the king's delicacies” (Daniél 1:8). Although he was of
the royal seed, he was a captive‘in the:hands of the Babylonians.
It must have taken' great courage-and conviction to go against the -
king’s wishes. Evidence that self-control was the practice in all
areas of his life is seen:in the staterent: “He knelt down on his
knees three times that day, and prayed, and gave thanks before’
his God, as was his custom” (Daniel 6:10). He contmued in this, /
knowrng he would be thrown to the lions! Damel IS a great example
of a self-controlled young'man. :* "

“Like Paul, we may have to- buffet our bodies to - keep them
under control. The word “buffet” is a severé word meaning fo strike -
your face. Paul uses it metaphorically to describe the necessary
restraint of himself that he might be spiritually in shape.
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From the wisdom of Solomon, we learn that the person without
control over his spirit “is like a city broken down, without walls”
(Proverbs 25:28). Without self-control, we are defenseless. Self-
control requires constant attention. If we want to please God, we
must follow these good examples-and develop self-control hav-
ing “crucified the flesh with its passions and desires” (Galatians
524). - - » S , :

4 R P N
WORSHIP. REJECTED

o ~ JOHN GIPSON

The Bible makes it clear that worship shouild be the response
of man to God. Jesus quoted with approval the Scripture that says,
“You shall worship the Lord your God ‘and Himi only shall you
serve.” The directive to-worship is clear and plain.

" Anicient Israel worshippéd! In fact, she loved to do it (including
_ bringing freewill offerings). Yet, Amos thundered against them and
insisted they were’ multiplying their transgressions in doing so.
‘Wait a'minute! Doesn't that sound a little strange to you? Sinning

‘while worshiping? If it happened in the long ago, do you suppose
‘it might still be possible today? - ‘
" God's rejection against Israel’'s worship was total, Look at the
“Verbs that march across the page of your Bible: “/ hate ... | despise
... | take no-delight... I"will not accept ... | will not look upon ...
take away ... | will not listen” (Amos 5:21-23)." Worship rejected!
. How would you feel, looking into God's Book and seeéing all
‘of the Sundays you worshipped, if you then saw, written across
‘every'one of them in bold letters the words, “Worship rejected"?
- 7God igkes it plain that worship'that is different from the life
one'lives will never avail. “But let justice roll down like waters, and
‘rightéousness like an ever flowing stream” (Amos 5:24).
~Perhaps you remember the old joke about a man entering into
heaven and shouting back to those inline, “Wednesdays don't
‘count!” We may'laugh, but Wednesdays do count. The worship
we engage in on Sunday is important, but the way we live the
other six days of the week may well determine whether any of
our worship is acceptable, '
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o The Lord’;ASUppfer
- WAY&E JACKSON

One of the distinctive features of the church of Jesus Christ is
the practice of observing the Lord’s Supper on the first day of each
week. Quite often our religious neighbors cannot understand our
strictness in this regard; they feel that the time of such participation
is relatively inconsequential and thus an optional matter. What
does the New Testament teach? - = :

Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper on the night prior to His
death (Matthew 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:17-20). In con-
nection therewith, He said, “This do in remembrance of me.” Later,
Paul wrote: “For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink the cup,
ye proclaim the Lord’s death till He come” (1 Corinthians 11:26).

" However, is there a specified time for eating the Lord’s Supper?
It is true tHat Christ Himself, so far.as the New Testament record
‘goes, did not specify a time, but we must remember two things.
First, not everything that Jesus taught is recorded in the, Gospel
_records (cf. Acts 20:35). Also, Christ sent the Holy Spirit to guide
‘the apostles (and, through them, the entire church) into truth that
He personally did not commit to them (John 16:13). So, it is not
merely a matter of what the Lord Himself taught, but also what the
practice of the early church was, under the leadership of inspired
men. An understanding of this is,of utmost importance. .. v
. The first century church observed the Lord’s Supper with a
consistent frequency. Of those early disciples it is said: “And they
continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in
the breaking of bread, and in prayers” (Acts 2:42), The phrase
“the breaking of bread” is a reference to the memorial Supper.
‘The definite article “the” specifics a particular event, in contrast,
for example; to a common daily. meal mentioned in verse 46, “...
breaking bread at home, they took their food...” The verb “con-
tinued ‘steadfastly” (verse 42) is in the Greek imperfect tense,
suggesting their customary or habitual practice.of eating the Lord’s
Supper. Still, however; the time is not stated. '

Later, Luke writes: “And upon the first day of the week, when
we were gathered together to break bread ...” (Acts 20:7). Here we
do have a time specified. It is upon the first day of the week, -
Sunday. ; '
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-~ However, notice some other important points in this verse.

" First, the disciples “were gathered together”. The verb is in the:

-passive ‘voice, .indicating that the assembly was not of their own
initiative; it was a DIVINE appointment!. Second, the infinitive
-phrase “to break bread".(the Greek may be rendered literally, “for
- the breaking of bread?) denotes the primary purpose for which-the
.Christians'were assembled. Thus, the purpose of that meeting on
the first day of the week was to observe the Lord’s Supper. Now,
if we can learn: the frequency of their Sunday meetings, we will
~know:how.often, under Divine guidance, the disciples remembered
“the Lord’s death in the  Supper. The. answer is supplied in 1
. Corinthians 16:2, where Paul admonishes the saints to lay by in
- store.“on. the first day .of every week”™ (NASV). Though the King
- James Version omits the word “every”, it is in the Greek'text. This
:«demonstrates that the-early Christians met each Sunday. Since
-the purpose of that assembly was “to break bread”, it conclusively
follows that they observed the Supper each Lord's day. This
- argument is simply -unanswerable, and those. who wishto be
«-apostolic.in practice will follow the divinely. led example of the first
'century church : oo

W‘se old Man'

DEMAR ELAM

“Hear counsel, and receive instruction, that thou mayest be
wise in thy latter end” (Proverbs 19:20).
~ 'One of man's greatest challenges is the ability to listen to
‘counsel and receive instruction. However, Solomon says that if
"you want to be wise in your Iatter days you must listen to counsel v
‘and receive lnstructlon
“lsn't it amazung how diffi cult it is for man, first to listen to
_counsel, and secondly, to receive mstructlon? Many people
' recelve only the counsel and instruction that agree with the way
they ‘want to do a thmg or the way they want to belleve a par-
ticular thing.
Youth is consumed by the speedlng robber called age. Years-
bnng old age, and man reflects on the life and the understanding
those years have produced in him. Sadness fills the mmds of

May 2011 , 19



those who reflect and realize that they refused to llsten to counsel
and receive instruction. :

‘Do‘you want to be a wise old man? Then listen to the mighty
Word of God regarding this matter. Hear the Lord and receive His

" instruction. “Love the Lord your God, with all your heart and all of
your soul arid strength” (Deuteronomy 6:5). “Love your neighbors -
as yourself” (Galatians 5:14). “Seek ye first the Kingdom of God”
(Matthew 6:33). “Lay up treasures in heaven” (Matthew 6:19-21).
“Go the second mile” (Matthew 5:38-42). “Love your enemies”
‘(Matthew 5:43-48). Develop the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians:5:22-
25). Assist others and help them bear their burdens (Galatians
6:2). “Husbands love your wives” (Ephesians 5:25). “Honor the
Lord with your possessions and with the fi rst frurts of all your
increases” (Proverbs 3:9).

. When your arms and legs are feeble due to the passung -of the
years will you be viewed by those who know you as a “wise old
man”, or a foolish old man who never listened to God or man?

"The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools
despise wisdom and instruction. My son, hear the instruction of
your father, and do not forsake the law of your niather; for they
will be a graceful ornament on your head, and chains about your
neck” (Proverbs 1:7-9).

Seek First The Kingdom
WAYNE BARRIER

~ Bookstores are filled with' books that tell us how to be
- successful in our business careers, personal lives, relationships,
and other areas of life. Each area is usually discussed.and
presented as the most important of all. Almost everyone. is
_confronted with situations that demand that we set priorities and
choose and emphasize one facet of life over others. ,

With all this advice, many people still seem to be torn and
frustrated with feelings of failure, uncertainty, and emptlness
Christians should not. have these problems. Guidance is given in
the Bible for these matters. B .

. Consider the teaching of Jesus in Matthew. 6:33 where He
states, “Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness and
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all these things shall be added to you." “All these things” are
actually the physical things that most people devote themselves
to obtaining. They should be second priority. When we put Jesus
first, He promises to help with other priorities. Jesus had stated
earlier in Matthew 6:24, “... You cannot serve God and mammon.”

This message of Jesus is discussed further and presented in
practical terms as Paul writes in Colossians 3:1-10, “If then you
were raised with Christ, seek these things which are above, where
Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things
above, not on things on the earth. For you died, and your life is
hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is our life appears,
then you also will appear with Him in glory.”

“Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth;
fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness,
" which is idolairy. Because of these things the wrath of God is
coming upon the sons of disobedience, in which you yourselves
once walked when you lived in them. But now you yourselves are
to put off, all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy
language out of your mouth. Do not lie to one another, since you.
have put off the old man.with his deeds, and have put on the new
man, who.is renewed in knowledge according to the i image of Him
who created Hlm

" The message of Paul continues in Colossians 3:12-17 as he
says, “Therefore. as the elect of, God, holy and beloved, .put on
tender mercies,: kindness, humility, meekness longsuffering,
bearing with one another, if anyone has a complaint against
another, even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. But
above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection.
And Iet the peace. of God rule in your hearts, to which also you
were called in one body; and be thankful. Let the word of Christ
dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with
grace:in'your. hearts to.the Lord.- And-whatever you do in word or
deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus giving thanks to God
the Father through Him.” o

The Chnstlan s provnded with perfect advice and guidance to
help find meanlng, purpose, behavioral standards and priorities
in life. The Bible is all we need to set our course and achieve
sqccess that is rewardlng, pleasing to God, and everlastlng Can
you be dlsmpllned to “seek these thlngs above"‘7 If we are “in
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Christ”, we can have the knowledge and strength to follow-this -
path of success and reward. The way to get “in Christ” is through
obedience to His teachings found in His Word. Baptism is the act
of obedience that puts one “into Christ” (Galatians 3:26,27).

‘AR You LIvING THE ABUNDANT LIFE?
| JERRY JENKINS o v

Many who profess to be devoted followers of Jesus find them-
selves living far short of what could be classifiéd as the “abundant
life”. The abundant life is not the same as the affluent life or the
life without problems; the abundant life is a life promised to those
converts to Christ who make a total response of thelr lives to the
Lord. -

“1. The abundant life comes to those who have’ genuine
faith. This faith'is total trust in the One who created us and °
redeemed us. It involves dependence upon Him and’ acceptance
of His suggestions and corrections.

2. The abundant life comes to those who live a life of
prayer. Prayer is not bringing a grocery list to God. ltis a trustmg
- child speaking to his Iovnng Father, Who desures to fulf Il every
need.

3. Abundant living comes to those who submit fully to His
will. Two lives that must be contrasted are: (1) the joy in the life
- of a person who obeys Geod and (2) the guilty, hard life of one
who is in rebeliion to God.

4. Abundant living comes to those who Iive a life of giving.
The more selfish a person |s the Iess he W|II truly enjoy the
blessmgs of God. .

Rahab—Wheat -Ahzong .t]?é jkfe&
BARNEY HARTLINE ‘

Mark Twain, seen by some as more preacher than humorist,
once said, “Having spent considerable time with good people, |
can understand why Jesus liked to be with tax collectors and
reprobate sinners.” What poor judges of character humankind has
proven to bé. Through the centuries God's prophets have been
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- put to death, His apostles beaten and rejected and even His Son
hung on a cruel cross. Age-old prejudices kept the Jews of New
Testament times from perceiving that Samaritans could be just
as good, maybe even more righteous, than priests and Levites.
No doubt it is good that-God-and not:man is the judge because
man throughout history has failed miserably. -

Twain was correct-in his observation that good often springs
from the people we'least expect. We often do not appreciate such
goodness because we have been conditioned to believe that there
are certain groups from' which no good can come.

From-such a group is Rahab, whose occupation followed her
very name—Rahab, the harlot. Her story, found in the book of
Joshua, presents anintriguing character from which no good could
be éRkpected. After all, she was a prostitute. More than that she
was a Canaanite—a people who practiced a-pagan rellglon that
* included-human sacrifice. The Moabites lived in the ‘land of
Canaan. One-historical account tells: of a Moabite king, Mesha,
who in the sight of the thousands gathered in‘a vast amphitheater,
killed and burned his child as a propitiatory sacrifice to the cruel
gods of his country. Isaiah 15, 16 and 25:10-12 predicts the utter
annihilation of the Moabites; and they are‘frequently denounced
by the subsequent prophets. Certainly no good could come from
a person in this group.

*How did Rahab; who was raised in this world of paganism,
" have such a loyalty to the God of Israel? The Scriptures do not
reveal how her faith developed, but several |mportant lessons can
be learned by her example. )

‘First, we can:learn that we should never turn our backs on
anyone. We would do well to avoid assuming that there are those
who will not be interested in God's truth -and His goodness. A
Canaanite woman, a common harlot, showed that God’s
goodness could shine in anyone who makes up one's mind to
pIace faith in Him:

-Second, we learn that God is no respecter of persons. Peter
had great difficulty learning this lesson. Yet when he saw that the
Gentiles received. the Holy Spirit, just as the Jews had, Peter
confessed: “Of a truth | perceive that God is no respecter of
persons” (Acts 10:34 kuv).

Some people proclaim God a racist because He turned His
back on certain ethnic groups in the Bible. But in the story of
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Rahab, this is not so. It was the behavior and Ilfestyles of the -
Canaanites and other such groups recorded in the Old Testament
that were so displeasing to God—not from-whom they were
descended. A Canaanite prostitute, born and raised among a
nation of people who murdered one another in the name of reli- -
gion, was able to see that something was not right and good in
the world in which she lived. When the opportunity presented itself
for faith in action, she took it. Here was a woman, someone not
supposed-to succeed in the. world of Judaism, who ironically be-
came an ancestor to the great kings of Israel, David and Solomon.
Ultimately Rahab is llsted in’ the earthly lineage of Jesus Christ
Himself. :
We must never- judge that someone’s background will keep him
. from having faith in God and doing good. Often it is the person
who has lived in the downward spiral of sin who becomes more
devoted to God than someone who has never experienced that -
side of life. He or she has seen the consequences 1o that dead
end and wishes fo return no more.

The third, and perhaps most tmportant Iesson to be Ieamed
from Rahab’s story is that God loves us. He loves us whether we
were born into a family of sinners or a family of saints. No matter
how far we have strayed from Him, He will welcome us back with
open arms if we will.repent and put our trust in-Him. :

Fourth, we learn from Rahab’s story that we need to trust God
to be the judge of us all. Jesus warns in the parable of the tares
and the wheat of the probability of uprooting the good with the
bad when we try to set ourselves up as judge. A tare looked too
much like wheat; it was hard to tell the difference between the
two in the early stages of growth. Thus, the tares are not to be
uprooted until near the end of the growing season. “But he said,
‘No, lest while you gather up the tares you also uproot the wheat
with them™ (Matthew 13:29 nkuv). :

Many of us, thinking ourselves to be good and falthful servants :

. of God, have unwittingly destroyed the work of some good brother
or sister in Christ because of our prejudices and ignorance. If- we
had lived in the time and culture in which Rahab existed, filled
with prejudice against the Canaamtes would we have recogmzed
her as wheat among the tares? :

e
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