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What Dogs the Bible Teach?

Baptlsm is not for httle ch:ldren

For so many years people have been taught to get their bables
baptlzed Bible believing parents therefore take their little babies
" to a religious ceremony where they get their infants sprinkle with
“water which they call “baptism”. Should parents :get their babies
“baptized? Is it a requirement of God or a commandment of man

(Matt. 15:9)? What does the Bible teach?

In the first place, the word baptism does not mean spnnkle It
is-a word derived from the Greek word “baptisma’, which means
Burial or immersion. Speaking to those who were already
Scripturally baptized, the Bible at Romans 6:3, 4 says, “Or do you
‘not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus

- were baptized into His death? Therefore we were buried with Him
through baptism into death.....” Again, in Colossians 2:12 we read,
“buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with .
Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the
dead.” Sprinkiing of water, therefore, is not baptlsm at all, Blbhcally
speaking, it is'a doctrine of man.

Further, the Bible teaches that those who after heanng the
‘Good News' or the Gospel of Christ, believe in Him with all their
‘heart and repent of all wrong and confess Him to be the Son-of
'God must be baptized, for the forgiveness of sins and to be saved
from sin: Christ, as we read in Mark 16: 16, had taught, “He who
" believes and is baptized will be saved..." Acts 2:38 teaches,

“Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of

June 2011 ‘ 1




Jesus Christ for the remission of sins....” Infants, babies, can't
believe, can't repent and.can't confess It would be absurd to
-expect such from-fittle children:-

In the 8th chapter of the book of Acts in the Btble we read about
eunuch. Philip,-a preacher, had preached Jesus to.eunuch. After
hearing about Jesus and His Gospel, eunuch wanted to be

_baptized. And as they came to a place where there was enough
water, eunuch said to Philip, “See, here is water, What hinders
me from being baptized? Philip asked eunuch, if he really believed
in Christ with all his heart? Then after eunuch confessed Christ
to be the Son of God, the record says, “And both Philip and the
eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized him.” (Acts
8:35-38).There are several other passages in the Bible where we
read of numerous people being:baptized, but they were all adults,
older people, people who were old enough and were capable to
make their own decision to be baptized after believing in Christ.

But why then people later began to teach that infants ought to -

 be baptized? This. teaching, many years after the death of the

~apostles ‘of Christ, grew out of the belief of some who began to
_ teach that babies are born with sin in them, and if any of them
dies without baptism, since the Bible teaches one must be
.. baptized for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38), then that child or
the soul of that baby will go.to hell.

- But the Bible does not teach this. It was a man-made’ bellef or
doctrine. The Bible at Ezekiel chapter 18 and verse 20 declares,
“The soul who. sins shall die. The son shall not bear the guilt of
- the father, nor the father bear the guilt of the son. The

righteousness of the righteous shall be upon himself, and the
. wickedness of the wicked shall be upon himself.” Should it read -
“any more plainer to make the point? Also, Christ told His disciples
- not to forbid those who were bringing their little children to. Him,
. and 'said, “Let the little children.come to-Mé, and do not forbid
~.them; for of such is the kingdom of heaven.” Now if those little
children were lost in their sin, which they had inherited from Adam,
- as some believe, then Christ did not know this, because He told
- His disciples that “of such is the kingdom of heaven "in fact, at
. another place Jesus said to His disciples: “Assuredly, | say to you,
- unless you are converted and become as little.children,- you will
- by no means enter. the kingdom of heaven.”.(Matthew 18:3). Now
.. why. Chnst was askmg them to try to become hke l|ttle chlldren if
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they wanted to go to heaven, if little children are sinful??
--90, the reader.can see how foolish it is to believe and teach

Athat Jlittle children are.born with sin in them. The truth of the matter
s, that little children_have no sin in them, they are as pure and
sinless as Adam and Eve were when they. were created by God.

(Genesrs 1:26, 27). Adam and Eve were not created by God as

- little babies, but were created as full. grown man and woman. They

were'intelligent, rational; ‘they. were- able to drfferentlate between
nght and wrong,, too, they were able to choose to do or not to do

-a certain-thing. They became sinners, when they, both personally
.and individually, chose to dlsobey God's command (Genesis2:16,
- 17;.8:1-13). .

. What is Sin? Sln is not like the colour of eyes or skin- that one
may inherit from a physrcal parent Sin:is perSonalIy and
individually committed. Listen to what the Bible says: Romans 3:23
says “All have sinned....."” Observe the active verb “have sinned.”
At 1 John 3:4, we read: “Whoeyer commits_sin also commits

. lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness.” Sin is-personally committed,

not inherited from another individual.
Biblically. speaking, therefore, when a baby is born, that baby

._is absolutely without any. sin. He does nat have the capability to

understand right from wrong. or. the consequences of disobedince.

" Sure, after some tlme at an, early age, a child may begln to

understand obedlence to parental commands but the concept of

.. God and.of obedience.to- Him, and the Iaws concerning sin and
. its consequences are beyond: the mental capabrlmes of a little

Chlld .However, when the baby grows and become of a mature

B age—when the little child is able to know right from wrong, is able
to make personal decisions; and is able to choose to obey God'

. or to. dlsobey Him; when he. or she is accountable to God—from

',;.that pornt onward, God . holds that person. responsrble for every
action he/she does.

-Through. the years many people have trled to twrst the

'Scnptures to teach. the. erroneous doctnne of mhented sin;_that
__babies are born smners Some do go.to Psalm 51:5to justlfy their

error. But this is not really what that passage teach, Let us see
what king David said over there. First; he said, “Behold 'was.

~brought forth in iniquity.”. Now who had brought him forth'7 His
. mother! So he was. talking there about his, mother who was in

mrqurty when she had brought him forth Agaln notlce next he
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saiid, “And in sin my mother conceived me.” Who had conceived
~ David? His mother! Who was in sin? His mother! David was not
'yet even born!! This statement-is parallel to someone saying, “in
‘anger my mother beat me.” Who was angry there? Obviously, the
“mother, not the child. "~
~ 1 hope you can see what we have tried to learn from this -
" editorial written from the Biblical perspective. | hope too, that those
who believe that they have been baptized, but yet have been
sprinkled when they were babies, and therefore were not really
baptized Scripturally, will seriously think on these things and
decide to do what the Bible, God's word teaches, remembering
 that Christ has taught that to saved one must both believe and
be baptized (Mk. 16:16). If you think I-can help you in any way in
‘this matter; | will be happy to hear from you. - - c

Wuo Is Jesus CHRIST?
J.C. CHOATE |

A few people in the world today ‘might never have heard the
name, Jesus Christ. Most have. Yet many who have heard of Him
~ are confused and do not know who He really is. Millions ‘believe
_in Him, but millions more do not. Who is Jesus Christ?

Jesus Christ existed with God in the beginning. Hebrews
1:3 describes Him as being the brightness of God's glory, and the
express image of His Person. John 1:1, calling Him “the Word",
says that He was with God in the beginning, and that He was God.
_This means that He is one of the Persons of the Godhead, along
‘with God and the Holy Spirit. God is described as being eternal,
having no beginning and no end, so the same is true of Jesus
Christ (Isaiah 63:16). He is said to be the same yesterday, today,
and forever (Hebrews 13:8), the beginning of the creation of God
(not that He was created by God, but that He was involved in
initiating the creation of all things) (Revelation 3:14), the First and
the Last (Revelation 22:13). -
~ Jesus Christ was the Creator of all things. In Genesis 1:1,
we read that “In the beginning God created the heavens and the
earth. “ The Hebrew word for God is the plural form, which
includes the Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit. In Genesis 1:26
God said, “Let us make man in our image....” Paul further
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explained in Colossians 1:16,17, speaking of Jesus Christ, “All
things were. created through Him and for Him. And He is before
all things, and in Him all things consist. “. .

...Jesus Christ was born of the vnrgm Mary through the
power of God, having no earthly father. His unique birth. was
prophesied many centuries before by the prophet Isaiah:
“Therefore the Lord Himseif shall give you a sign;.Behold a virgin
shall conceive, and bear a Son , and shall call His name Immanuel...
“ In Matthew 1:20,21 it was said “... that which -is conceived in- -
her is of the Holy Ghost. And she shall bring forth a-son, and thou -
shalt call His name Jesus: for he shall save his people from.their
sins. “ From these verses we .can see that Jesus was.born
mlraculously, that He was more than just a man. ‘

Jesus Christ was the Son of God, having emptled Himself
of the rights and powers inherent in the Godhead as the Word, |
and subjecting Himself to. God as Father, becoming a brother:to
humans by His physical birth. (Philippians-2:3-8). He came. into
the world to save man :from his sins. We read in.John-3:16,17,
“For.God so loved the world that He gave-His only begotten Son
.. that the world through Him might be saved, ® Christ Himself
said, “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which
was lost” (Luke 19:10).

Jesus. Christ performed miracles to prove that He was the
Son of God. John wrote concerning His. miracles, “Arid many
other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of His disciples ... these
are written that ye might believe that. Jesus is the Christ, the Son
of God...” (John 20:30,31). ‘

Jesus Christ died on the cross so that all who belleve in
Him might be saved and have the hope. of eternal life. We read
the words of the apostle Paul "Moreover brethren, I declare unto.
you the gospel which | preached unto you ... that Chnst dled for.
our sins according. to the Scriptures; and. that he was buned andA
that he rose again the thlrd day according to the Scrlptures (1
Corinthians 15:1-4),

Jesus Chrlst promised to save the obedlent in His famlly, .
which he called “My church” (Matthew 16: 18). He died for. this
body of people, and all those who are washed in His blood are
saved and added to His church. It is called His body, of ‘which
He is the Head. It is also described as His bride, wearing His
name: (Ephesnans 5: 23 25 Acts 2:47; Ephesnans 3:15; Acts 4 12)
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Jesus Chrlst is the second person in the Godhead (the'
.Father the Son, and the Holy Spirit) (Matthew 28:19,20).-There
. is-one’ God, one Lord (Christ), and one Spirit (the ‘Holy Spirit)
(Ephesians-4:1-6). Because of His willingness'to die for the sins
of the world, Christ has been given all authority in heaven and -
onthe earth (Matthew 28:18).' He is presently sitting at the right
hand of the Father, reigning as King of kings and Lord of lords (1~
Timothy 6:15). One'day He will come again to take His people,
the' church, to heaven where they will-dwell forevermore.
Jesus promised, “Let not your heart-be troubled; you believe
in God, believe also in Me. ... | go to prepare a place for you, and
if 1 go and prepare a place for you, | will come again and receive
you to Myself; that where | am, there you may be also” (John 14: 1-
3). - :
Do you believe in Christ? He wamed in John-8: 24 “ I you
do not believe that | am He, you will die in your sins.” 4
If we do beliéve in Him, we will- oobey Him (Mark -16:16), if we
lové Him we will obey Him (John:14:15) and WI|| remam falthful
to H|m until death (Revelatlon 2: 10)

In Accordance With God's Word :

CECIL MAY

The Bible says women are to keep sﬂent in the church and
not to speak; but in our congregatlons womer teach and exhort
one another in song, confess’ Christ,‘ask and answer questlons
in Blble classes, teach ladies classes and even preach on ladies
days Some ask where ‘the’ consnstency is in all of- that. They
challenge why “fully- quahﬁed people are prohibited from full
participation in worship-just because they are women. '

The answer to these concerns is best found in-astudy of two
passages of Scripture, one in 1 Corinthnans 14 and the other in 1
Tlmothy 2. '

'1 Cormihlcms 14 ,
+In the Church The 1 Connthlans passage speaks of conduct
in. the assembly, when “the whole church comes together” (1
Corinthians 14:23 esv). Indeed, the primary meaning of “ecclesia,”
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the word usually translated “church,” assembly It is. translat-,‘
ed “assembly” three times in Acts 19: 32 39-and 41. .

First Corinthians 14:33-35 reads: “As in all the churches of the
saints, the women :should keep- silent in:the. churches. .For they
are not permitted to speak, but should be in submission, as the
Law also says, If there is anything they desire to learn, let them
ask their husbands at home. For it is shameful for a woman to
speak-in church.” - »

. “Keep silent in the churches means "keep silent in the
assemblies.” This is not instruction just for a special situation in
Corinth. It is the apostohcally approved practlce in all of the
churches. :

0 “Keep Silent.” The command for women to “keep srlent in
the churches is worded almost the same as the command to
tongue-speakers: “But if there is np one to interpret, let each of
them keep:silent in church” (1 Corinthians 14:28).. .

~:Those who had been given the gift of tongues had the liberty -

" to. use-their gift but not in the assembly.:lts use in the assembly;
in-the absence of-an interpreter, could not edify the .assembly.
Similarly, women are commanded to keep silent, not everywhere:.
but.in the assemblies. No one, to my knowledge, thinks the
Scripture is so absolute as to forbid smgmg along- wuth the
congregation.

.In the same; assembly, one who prays is mstructed to: do SO:
in an understandable manner, so the rest of the congregation can
make it their prayer by saying, “Amen” (1 Corinthians 14:16). The,
practice in many-congregations where- many—-men,and‘womenf-,
say “Amen” to the preaching and the prayers is here authorized.;

- Some maintain there is no such thing in the Bible as a person
leading -prayer. However that certainly seems to be what is.

presupposed here.

‘ Some who argue that women should be allowed to. pray rn the
assembly. seem to fofget that those who are present when such.
prayers are prayed and who make them their prayers by.
assenting, whether tacitly or verbally, have prayed in the -
assembly. Women pray regularly and properly in every assembly
of the saints.

What seems to be forbrdden in 1 Connthlans 14 is speakmg-
out as opposed to speaking in concert with the rest .of the
.congregation. That surely would include women preaching,
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reading scripture, testifying, havirig a speaking part in a drama
- presentation, singing-a solo, or leading prayer in the assembly.
Asking a question out loud is the apostle’s own illustration of the
kind of speaking forbidden in the assembly (1 Corinthians 14:35).

-+ “Be in Submission.” One of the biblical roles God warits’
women to fill is that of submission. Women are to submit to their
husbands (Ephesians 5:22; Colossians 3:18; 1 Peter 3:1). Instead
of speaking publicly in the assembly, women are to “be in.
submission” (1 Corinthians 14:34). Instead of exercising leadership
in matters  of teaching and prayer, they are to “learn quietly wnth '
all-submissiveness” (1 Timothy 2:11). ’

‘Submission is not slavery, and it does not imply mfenonty '
Christ submitted always to the will of the Father (John 6:38); but
Hé was equal to the Father in essence, and in the Godhood
(Phlllpplans 2:5-11). ‘

' Submission of a wife to her husband, or of a woman to herv
teachers and leaders in the church, or for that matter of a:
congregation to its elders,-like Christ's submission to the Father,
is voluntary submission. That is not to say God has not-
commanded ‘it or that consequences -are not to'be faced for
disobedience to ‘God’s command, but God has not placed in-the
husband’s hand any means with which to enforce his leadership.
The wife decides to obey God, respect her husband and submit.

Both women and men are created in God's image (Genesis
1:26). Both sin and need redemption by the .blood of Christ
(Romans 3:23). They are heirs together of the grace of life (1 Peter
3:7). When by faith they are baptized into Christ, they clothe
themselves in Christ in whom' there is nelther male nor female
(Galatlans 3:28).

That does not erase specﬂ" ic role assignments Scrlpture
elsewhere makes, but it certainly refutes any notions of inequality
or inferiority.

- “As the Law Also Says.” Women'’s submission, Paul notes,
is in accordance with what the Law says (1 Corinthians 14:34).
Although it-is not known what, if any, specific Mosaic law is being
referenced, the Old Testament as a whole reinforces the principle
of male spiritual leadership. .

Man was created first (Genesis 2:7). Woman was created Yor
‘man (v. 18). After they both sinned, God said to the woman, “Your
desire shall be for your husband and he shall rule over you” (3:17).
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The patriarchs were all men. Moses, Joshua and Caleb‘were
men. Priests and high priests had to be men. The kingsof Judah
were men. The major and minor prophets were men.-

Even the rare exceptions .emphasize: the exceptronal nature
of their cases. Of the 15 judges, only Deborah was a female, and
she shamed Barak for being unwullmg to lead the people unless
she went with him (Judges 4:4-9).

« “Ask Their Husbands at Home » The specrf Cc mstructron
“If there is .anything they desire to learn, let them ask:their
husbands at'home” (1 Corinthians 14:35), surely. does not:pre-
clude asking a brother or a friend or asking on the way home: It
does say they are to ask later, someplace. else .not in the
 assembly. :

« Summary. The admonition to women in this- passage is
generally not to speak 0ut in the assembly in such a way as to
- be heard mdmdually

This passage speaks specnf cally of the assembly when the
whole church comes together:(1 Corinthians-14:23, 28). Normally -
that is when the church assembles to partake of the.Lord’s Supper
(11:20), hut it is likely applicable whenever it is the .intention to
bring the whole church together into-an assembly for- mutual
edification and- worship.

1 Timéthy2 -

~* “In Every Place.” Bible classes, teen devotionals and sinall
group Bible studles are not intended to be the whole church come
together. They are not the' assembly, ‘but Paul addresses these
situations in 1 Timothy 2:8-15, The passage reads: “| desire then-
that in evety place the men should pray,.llfllng holy hands ‘without
anger or Quarrellng. l;kewuse also that ‘women should adorn
themselves in respectable apparel wrth modesty and self—control ‘
not with braided hair and gold or. pearls or _costly attlre but with
‘what is ‘proper for women who profess. godlmess—wnth good
works. Let a woman learn. quietly with all submissiveness. l do
not permit a woman to teach or to exercise authorlty overa man
. rather, she is to_remain_quiet. For Adam-was. formed fi rst then
Eve; and Adam was not decelved but the woman was decelved
and became a transgressor Yet she. will be saved. through
childbearing—if they contmue in falth and Iove and hollness ‘with
. self-control.”
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~The.context of this passage is not the assembly, but prayer
(1 Timothy 2:1) and teaching (v. 12) “in every place” (v. 8). What
the passage prohibits, it prohibits everywhere. It cannot be used
to justify prayer and teaching by women even in private settings.

“Women are to dress respectfully and modestly everywhere,
not just in the assembly. A Christian woman is to express her
submissive spirit by her quuet and modest demeanor everywhere
and at all times.

Unlike in 1 Corinthians 14, nothmg suggests appllcatron only

.- when the whole church is assembled. “Church” or “assembly” is
not mentioned. Everywhere women worship, pray and teach the
things of God; they are not to lead or teach authoritatively over .
men. : s

+ Men Pray. “Men,” in this passage, is from the Greek word
“aner,” which specifically means men as aduit males, distinct from

-. women. Another word, “anthropos,” used far more frequently, .
means “man” as “mankind,” including both men and women.
““In the first seven verses of 1 Timothy 2, Paul uses “anthropos”
(*mankind”) four times: pray for all men (v. 1); God desires all men
to be saved (v. 4); there is one médiator between God; and men,
the man Christ Jesus (twice in v. 5)

Of course, Jesus was “aner,” but Paul here calls Him’
“anthropos” because He is mediator for all people, both men and
women,

) Seemg Paul’s care in the’ use of these words, he evrdently
meant to say, what he sald In1 Trmothy 2:8 he calls upon men,
“aner,” to’ pray N

Fe Men . Women. In’ addmon to usmg the specrf ¢ word for
“males,” beglnnlng at 1 Tumothy 2:8 the passage contrasts what
“‘men” are to do wrth what “women" are to do Men are to pray

than ‘outward adornment They are to learn in srlence with all .
submrssnon, and they are not permutted to teach or have authorrty
over mien. .

. “leewise Also.” “ ‘desire’ then that in every place the men
should pray . likewise also that women should adorn themselves
in respectable apparel" (1 Timothy 2:8-9).

Some' malntatn that “likewise” here means, “Men pray; likewise
women pray.” However, both the grammar of the sentence and
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the context are against that. The passage is contrasting what men
do-and what women do; and the contrast is, “Men pray; women
learn quietly, remain quiet.” - R T

The verb that begins the section is, “I desire.” First Timothy
2:8 reads: “I desire then that.in every place the men should pray.”
Then in verse 9 the verb to: be supplied ‘is not, “Likewise ‘that
women should pray,” but “Likewise | desire that women should
adorn themselves in respectable apparel.” - - L

- Most commentaries, if they comment on the point at all, are in
agreement with that. One is of particular interest: The Interpreters
Bible in its “Exposition” states that.the. whole passage is sub-
Christian and is to be ignored, but in the “Exegesis” states, “Since.
- the explicit statement of verse 8 is that (only) men ‘shall pray, i.e.,
- read the public prayers, and since the insistence of the paragraph
is that-women must remain silent in the church, it isvscarcely
~ possible to suppose that the author meant to say, ‘| desire also

the women to pray in modest apparel,’ ete.” + -. - . .. _

They do not believe one has to follow it, but they do generally:
understand what it says. - o : , ‘

* Remain Quiet. The word translated *keep silent” in 1
Corinthians 14, meaning “do not speak out,” is not used in. 1
Timothy 2. In 1 Timothy Paul tells women to “remain quiet” (v.
12), using the same word as in 1 Timothy 2:2: “that we may lead
a peaceful and quiet life.” . S o

‘What is forbidden in this context is not speaking but exercising
leadership. The forbidden opposite of “remain quiet” is teaching
or exercising authority over men (v. 12). = ' ‘

* “I Do Not Permit a Woman to Teach.” In the letter to Titus,
Paul 'commands the older women to teach what is good and so
train the younger women (Titus 2:3-4). Obviously then all teaching
. is not forbidden to women. The passage says, “| do not permit a -
woman to teach or to exercise authority over a man” (1 Timothy
2:12). “Over a man” goes with both “teach” and “exercise
authority.” R . , ; f

. A'mixed class of men and women should be taught by a man.
A’woman in that class may ask questions (this is not the
assembly). She may respond to questions; she may make
pertinent comments. In the process, she may even teach
something to all present, including any men, but she is not to take
over the class. Authoritative teaching is forbidden. I this situation;
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authoritative teaching means being the teacher for the class. It is
standing before the class and conducting the class. It is what Paul
commanded Titus to do in Titus 2:15: “Declare these thlngs ex--

hort and rebuke with all authority.”
' Women are-commanded to teach other women. They may
certarnly teach their children and other people’s children..

- There are private circumstances where women may teach ‘men- .-
as Priscilla and Aquila did Apollos. -

- ‘Many women have taught me things, inviting me to- their home
to- converse over a cup of ‘coffee and a piece of pie, sometimes
visiting quietly-with' me in the foyer after a sermon, and sometimes’
writing me a note. In no case werethey rude, bossy or threatening.
Nor were:they taking over a class'and teaching it in my stead. -

A woman may sit with an unbelieving man and an open Bible
‘and show him the .passages that can lead him to Christ or in
. similar fashion may correct a mistakén preacher. Undoubtedly
there are more preachers who need.to be shown the way of the:
Lord more perfectly than there are women equipped to help their
husbands correct them. But women are not to teach the class:
when men, are among those to be taught. s
Why? ‘ :

Some have asked “Why do we require a woman with a college
- ‘degree to sit and listen to an ignorant farmer stumble through a
class she is far more qualified to teach?”

‘She may indeed know more. | say “may” because many
Christians wrth little formal education know a great deal of Brb!e
and a coIIege degree is no guarantee in itself that its possessor
whether man or woman, knows anything worthwhile, but ina glven
case, she. may ,

* Whoeveris teachlng needs to know his subject But on the‘
authority of God it needs to be a man. A woman is to be: pralsed
who finds unobtrusrve and’ submlssrve ways to help make things
happen when no competent male leadership is available. In one
assembly a.man, who knew no music and could not carry a tune,
stoed before the congregatron and called out the number. Then
a lady began the song from her seat as the rest of the
congregatlon mostly women, jomed in.

God made us. He knows how we operate best. He Ioves us
and tells us only what is best_ for .us. These passages are a part .
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of the revelation God has made of Himself and of. HIS will
Therefore they need to be followed.

:Why did God give this: commandment? | do-not know beyond,
what He has said. Man was, created first. Woman was deceived
and sinned first. The first sin occurred when man, with his. eyes
wide open, followed the leadership of his wife instead of exercrsmg

the leadership role.God gave him.

The role of submission is not a demeanlng role Properly‘

'accepted and Irved it is the. only path to true greatness

‘If the Whole Church Comes T ogether.

A STUDY OF WORSHIP

JAY LOCKHART

. Worship is one of the most important things we do. After all,
God is seeking true worshipers (John 4:23), and.we are privileged
to. worship Him (Matthew 4:10). Yet worship may aiso be one of
the most difficult things we do. .

Most of us have received little tralnlng in how to worshup We,
leamed to worship by observing those arouind us. Additionally, worship
réquires concentration, and many thlngs—our wandering thoughts, a
crying child, an emergency vehicle passing the building with its siren
blanng—mtermpt our thought processes. Add to this the fact that we -
have a tendency to ‘think that-worship is for us. How often we have
heard someone say as they left WOI’ShIp, “l didn't get much-out of
the service today because | didn't care for the song selection,” or -

g “The prayer was not meamngful " or “The sermon was too long.” For

these and’ perhaps other reasons, worship is important but diffi cult.
How can we WOI'ShIp more effectlvely'7 Let me ask four questlons ,

« WHAT IS WORSHIP"

The most common Old Testament word for worshlp |s shachah

' Whrch ‘means "“to bow down This-may refer to a_position of the

body or an attitude of the heart -The most used New. Testament
word for worship is proskuneo which means to kiss (the hand).
toward” and carries the idea of reverence or. respect. Our. English
word for worship-comes from the .Anglo-Saxon word meaning .
“worthship.” Worship, then, is “declaring the worth of another
through humble acts of reverence or submission.”
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WHOM DO WE WORSHIP?

Of course we answer, “We worship God.” And that is the nght
answer. When John fell in worship at the feet of the angef who
revealed the message of Revelation 22 to him, the angel said,
“Do not do that. ... Worship God™ (v. 9). So we worship God.

. The worship- of God that | have in mind here is in church. |

~ use “in church” in the sense in which Paul uses it in‘1-Corinthians
14. The apostle speaks of “in the church” (v. 19), “in church” (v.
28), “in all-the churches” (v. 33), “in-the churches” (v. 34), and “in-
church” (v. 35). What he means by “in church” is explamed by
Paul in verse 23 where he says, “if the whole church comes
together in one ‘place.” Because the context of 1 Corinthians 14
is worship (see'chapters 11,12 ‘and 16); for Paul “in church” is -
when the whole church cemes together for the intended purpose
of worship. The “in church” meeting is unique in that there is
nothing else we do that is quite like it. “In church” is not a youth

- . devotional, a Bible class, a time of family devotion or even a -

church fellowship dinner. “In church” can only happen if we intend .
for it to take place: In this article, think of worship in the context .
of the comlng together of the church for worship. :

HOwW ARE WE TO WORSHIP"

In.John 4 24, Jesus says “God is Spirit, and those- who,
worship. Him must worship in spirit and in truth.” Surely we-can
all agree that to.worship God in truth is to follow God's instructions
about worship. God's Word is truth (John 17:17), and we are to
worship in the way the Word of God teaches us. To worship in
spirit must mean that worship comes from the humble hearts of
Chnstlans Therefore in worship we are to do the thlngs that God
says we are to do and do them in | the ‘way God says wWe must:
Acceptable worship is not doing the rlght things by simply going
through the motions, nor is worship sincerely doing what God has
not authorized. Worship means to do the right things in the right’
way. A-question therefore arises: What are the right things?-

In answer, what does the New. Testament (the truth) teach us.
about worship, and how did the fir irg} century church worship? From -
the New Testament and from-¢church history, we know that the
early church taught the word of theLord, prayed, sang, ate the’
Lord’s Supper upon the first day of'the week and gave of their
money to support the cause of Chrlst
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I have some concerns about the churchtoday and its-worship.
My concerns- about worship are not about style (whether we sing’
.old or new songs, whether we.use song.books or not, or the order
of the service), but my ‘concerns are about substance (what we
do as worship).

- .Some have advocated. and practrced taklng the Lord S Supper
on some. day .other than the.first day of the weef Through the
.years we have recognized that Jesus said in instituting the Lord's
-Supper, “Do this .in. remembrance of Me"-(Luke 22:19 NKav). We
“have  understood that the early disciples-came together “on the
first-day of the week ... to break bread”. (Ilterally ‘the bread” to
indicate this is no common meal) (Acts 20:7). Because no
indication is in.the Scripture that they partook of the Supper at’
-any other tlme the issue was settled for.us. .

Another concern is that some have indicated that mstrumental
music in worship'is-amatter. of opinion ar.custom: Yet we all rec-
ognize the New Testament authorizes. singing (Ephesians 5:19;
Colossians 3:16; Hebrews 2:12).-Because singing is. a specific
kind of music, we in.the church have believed that vocal music is
all that God authorizes in the worship of’ the church: However,
‘those. who teach that the Supper may be taken ¢n a. day ‘other
than the Lords day: and. that instrumental music is optional wull
- say;. “The Bible doesn’t say not to do these things.” ... -

People dg not reason, this way in any-area of life except |n
rehglon Suppose you send: a_child into_a store to buy a-:bottle of
"milk, and he comes back with milk and 10 candy bars Is hejustified
by. saying, .“You didn’t say not to buy candy.” When you.send a
child-to buy milk,-do you have to naime everything else in-the store
and tell him not to get that? Of course not! When you tell himwhat
to get, that- ellmmates everything else. When God tells us what:to
" do, He doesn't have to name everything-else in the: world and tell
us not to do that. What God says.includes what He says and
excludes everything else. When the Bible.teaches us what is to be
done, the instruction includes the-thing to be done.and anything

o necessary to carry out what is to be done such as, providing a place

to assemble or to baptlze or a song to sing. But changing what is
in. Scnpture or addlng to: what is taught is .excluded. With this
' understandlng. we can worship in spmt and truth.
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. WHY ARE WE TO WORSHIP?

-In Hebrews chapter 10, the wrlter says that Christ has opened
the way into-heaven for the-children of God so that we may boldly
“approach God (v. 19). Then follows a threefold admonition with
each exhortation beginning with “let us.”

Flrst the writer says, “let us draw near” (Hebrews 10:22). Draw
near to whom? To God. The writer has just said the way into
-heaven'is: open. Draw near for what purpose? To praise God for
who. He is; what He  has done, what He is doing, and what He
yet will do. In-song-and prayer, we praise. In sermon, we pralse
by teaching His Word. In the Supper, we ‘praise God'’s
_ unspeakablé gift. In giving, we praise God for every blessing.

Second; the Hebrew writer says, “Let us hold fast the

confession of our hope™ (10:23). What is our confession? Isn't it
*| believe that Jesus Christ is the:Son of God™? And because of
who He is and my relationship to Him as a child of God, | have
hope: So in worship, | remember Jesus. ‘As | sing of Him, |
‘remember. As | pray through Christ, | remember. As | give, |
remember. As | commune in the Supper, lremember As | preach
the gospel, | remember. '

<" Third, the writer of Hebrews says, “Iet us cons:der one another
in-order to stir up love and good works” (10: 24). Then in verse

25 he says, “not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together.”
We assemble (the whole church comes together with the inten-
tion of worship), and-we praise God: Weé remember Jesus Christ;
we encourage-one another. Notice that the emphasis here is upon
‘God; Christ and others rather than ourselves. Nothing is said here
about:what i like, what | get out of it, or what'is meaningful to me.
The emphasis is upon others. If: we centre our attention upon our-
‘selves; we Wwill often go away from worship without feeling we got
'very miuch; and we will be open to innovations of human origin. -
“However, when we assemble as the church for worshrp, if we
wull give'ourselves to doing just what God has asked us’ to'do'in
‘the ‘wa¥ God: has asked us to- do it, if we will enthusiastically
partrcrpate in-praising God, rememberlng Christ, and encouraging
others; if'we will remember that worship is not primarily for us,
then we will worship God-in spirit and truth, God will be glorified,
the church will be ‘edified; the lost will be evangelized; and we will
be transformed as we receive from worship what God intends.
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UNCLEAR SOUNDS
A___.A»I:&VIN'J'ENNINGS': o ‘

Whether intentionally of through carelessness, we as
Christians have often sent out unclear sounds as to who we are
and Whomweserve. -~ .. o

.We are all engaged in a battle for truth and for principles of right,
but-unfortunately sometimes we forget that the fight is against the
devil's tricks in a world of spiritual powers. We have carelessly laid
aside our belt of truth and-the sword of the Spirit, the Word of God.
From time to time our ears have become dulled to the point we do
~ not.hear the trumpet call of Jesus signaling us to arise and put on

the armor to serve and fight (Ephesians 6:10-18). .. :

The church, His church, should be an army of soldiers who
never give up.or give in, men and women who are always ready
through prayer to stand for Jesus. We are not enlisted in this warfare
to please ourselves or even to please our friends and onéd ones.
THE CHURCH IS DIFFERENT = . oo B
:. Unclear 'sounds have:gone out from us, leaving us confused
and wondering about who we are and how we serve and worship.
The church of Christ is different because. (1) it sings a cappella
~ in worship; (2) it observes the Lord’s Supper each Sunday;-(3) it
teaches baptism is essential to receive remission of sins; (4) it
teaches that supernatural gifts of the Spirit (tongues, etc.) can no
longer -be practiced; and (5) it teaches that the Bible is its. final
and only expression of the authority of Jesus Christ. .
THE ‘UNCLEAR SOUND OF MUSIC SRS

When mechanical instruments of music are used in song services
of praise and worship, a clear concept in our minds as to who we are
and what we stand for has been violated. We wonder. why we practice
in-one.room what we disallow in another or why we invite advocates of
another type of worship to speak in our pulpits. Itis for this inconsistency
that we apologize. We may know that the kind of music we use reaches
far beyond our personal preferences. What we may like to hear has
litte or nothing to do with the reasons for our being different in our worship
music. Paul said if his purpose was to please people (himself included)
he would not pretend to-be a servant of Christ (Galatians 1:10). L
THE REASONS ‘ B oL
. But why is it that we do not use mechanical instruments when
we worship? Here is a brief answer for your consideration, -and
study. '

June 2011 o ‘ 17




(1) Worship is to be in truth as well as in spirit (John 4: 20 24)
God has told Christians how fo worship.

(2) God expects obedience; Jesus Christ has all authorlty as head

. over all things to the church (Ephesians. 1:22-23).. .

(3) We are under the New Covenant (New Testament) not the
Old Covenant (Colossians 2:14). In the Old Covenant, God's
people worshiped in many ways: with animal sacrifice, in-

" cense, harps and trumpets, ‘dancing before God, observing
‘the Sabbath day (Saturday), refraining from eating certain

- fodds, practicing compulsory circumcision as a religious rite,
to name a few. All of the elements from the old Mosaic Law

- were abolished, taken out of the way, and nailed to the cross
A new and better law-of Christ was then established.

(4) We are not at Ilberty to change, substitute or add to what' God
has specmcally commanded for Christians’ worship-
(Ephesnans 5:19; Colossians 3:16). The New Testament Spec-
ified singing in Christian worship.

(5) Harps in heaven are no more intended for our worship- today’

‘ -than other things spoken of in figurative language in the book

. of Revelation such as the- ‘banishment of mamage angels,
horses ‘dragons, golden censers the temple, incense, etc
" (Matthew 22:30).

(6) The voice of church history: affirms that the early church only

.~ sang a cappella; a‘Latin term that actually means “in the
likeness of the church.” The Greek Orthodox Church has never
used instruments, and Baptist, Presbyterian, Brethren, Lutheran
and Methodist scholars have opposed them. Instrumental music

. has always been a serious issue since its first introduction into
. Christian worshipduring the sixth century to-the 10th century. .

(7) Debates have raged and church divisions have cccurred when

~ " instruments of musm are mtroduced lncludlng among
churches of Christ. -

A CONCLUDING APPEAI. AND PRAYER

" Pray on these matters as you search the scrlptures and study
the practices of the fi rst-century Christians, and refrain from using
mechanical instruments when singing praises to God, lest we fall
into the disfavor of Jesus, further embarrassment among our
friends, and divisions within the body of Christ. As Paul said; if
his’ purpose was to please_people (himself included) he would not
atfempt to be a servant of Christ (Galatlans 1:10). ¢
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Handling Accurately The
" WORD OF TRUTH

‘ JIMMY JIVIDEN

The last. two. netters Paul wrote were to his son in the gospel
T|mothy Paul trusted Tlmothy and sent him.to Ephesus to help correct
some false teachrngs He encouraged him to “ﬁght the good fight.” The
purpose of the first letter was “that you may know how one ought to
cenduct. himself in the household of God, which is the church of the
llvmg God, the pillar and support of the truth” (1 Tlmothy 3:15). .

His.second letter focused on how this. was to be done. He.
remlnded Timothy that. what his mother and grandmother had taught
him from his youth was inspired -and adequate for the task, “All
Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for. reproof,
for correction, for trarnlng in rightecusness; that the man of God may.
be adequate, equipped for every good work” (2 Tlmothy 3:16-17).

.He also gave this sobermg and important admonition on how to
use the Scriptures: “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God
as a.workman who does not need to be.ashamed, handling
accurately the word of truth” (2 T|mothy 2:15). : ,

. These passages aff rm, three things about Scripture.’ Flrst they
are the standard of authonty for all things that pertain to llfe and
gadliness. Second, they are mspnred of God and adequate to guide
the ‘church, Third, they:are to be dlhgently studied and handled
accurately This last. passage-about “handling accurately the word -
of truth”, needs to be understood better. How are we to use the Word
of God? There are many. conﬂ:ctmg answers ,

-.There was.a scene in the movie The Exorcrst that portrayed the
Blble as a holy cham to. resust the power of demons. The Bihle is
not a magic charm, nor is it like Moses’ rod that he used. to work
miracles. It is easy to think the Bible so holy that it would be wrong
to discard a worn out copy. One might think: “How could something
so powerful and precious be thrown into the trash or burned.in a
fire?” We must remember that |t is paper and ink. It is the message
of the Bible that is holy.’

The Bible is not a decoration to be placed on the coffee table and
- used to press flowers and preserve clippirigs. There is nothing spiritual
in displaying a Bible that has rarely been used. It is sad to find a
collection of Bibles that have been left at the church bunldlng while their
owners never realize they are lost. The Bible should be read and -
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studied. Notes should be in the margins. Words should be underiined
to show their importance. Pages should be soiled from use.

The Bible is not only a record of the ancient history of the
Hebrews, but it also reveals how God dealt with His people in ages

‘past. It is more than the recorded history of people, places and
events. The Bible is about how God saved the world by giving His
only Son to die for lost mankind. A far greater need is to know and
believe the message of the Bible than to know the geography,
chronology and culture of ancient nations. There is a far greater need
to obey the teachings of the B:ble than to know the’ languages in
which they are written. :

The Bible is more than a rule book containing the do’s ‘and don ts
of life. Certainly it contains commandments to' be obeyed and

- punishment for those who refuse to obey. But the major purpose of
the Bible is to reveal to sinful man that God sen. His Son to save a
world lgnorant of God, lost in sin and without hope. b

The Bible is the inspired, complete revelation of God's redeemlng :

. grace and His will for those who will accept:it. Inspired by the Holy -
Spirit, it reveals Jesus as the Son-of God and affirms the church as
the klngdom of God. It tells its’ readers the will of the Lord and
motivates those who obey it.- '

- The Bible is holy; its message is holy. Because of its contents, it
should not be mutilated or used in a disrespectful way. It is good to
see the Bible in a home. It reflects the values of its owner The test
comes in whether it i$ being ‘used.

The Bible contains the hlstory of Israel, the preaching of the '
prophets, the origin of man, the rise and fall-of nations. It contains
ruIes and regulations, causes and consequences, ‘warnings and:
promises. But the reason it i is so important is that it contains the will
of God. The basic message, however, is how God extended His'
grace, Jesus atoned for sin, and ttie Holy Spirit revealed God's will.
It'is the source of our faith. It def nes the Iove of God. lt is the
stimulator of our hope. o

Itis the Holy Bible and should be handled w1th care and
reverence

“WHY DID My SAVIOUR COME TO EAR]H"”»

ANDREW D ERWIN

In 1.892 J:G.' Dailey wrote a 'gdfspel song now found in .m'o_st
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hymnals tltled “Why Dld My Savrour Come to Earth?”. Some men
-.remember this song-as the-first one they ever chose to lead ‘in
- congregational worship.-For others, this’song ‘might inspire fond
‘memories of worshiping the Master alongside cherished loved ones
of yesteryear."Some people are ‘also reminded-of the love and
devotion -with which this hymn was joyfully-given to' God from the -
~‘hearts of a faithful few whose faith has now:become sight.
.+ For our present study, this song will serve as a foundation from
which we hope to build a better apprecratron of the love shown -to
man: from the- heavenly places.

'The Universal Offer of Reconciliation
The primary reason Christ came to earth was to reconcile a lost
‘ and dylng people to God. This reconciliation prowdes man with
renewed fellowshrp with God, redemption and all splrltual blessings.
Our Savrour did. not come to reconcile only one certain race or
people but every race :and _all nations (Matthew 28: 18-20; Mark
"16:15- 16; Luke 24 :47). Paul wrote: “But now in Christ Jesus you
who once were far off have been brought near by the blood, of
Chrrst ‘For He Hrmself is our peace, who has made both one, and
" has broken down the middle, wall of separation ... that He. mrght
reconcile them both to. God in one body through the cross”
(Ephesians 2:13-17 .NKav). .
Again Paul wrote, “and. by Him to reconcﬂe all things to Himself
.. whether things on earth or thmgs in heaven havrng made peace
through the blood of His cross” (Colossrans 1:20). Clearly, our
Saviour came to earth to establish a universal reconciliation to God
‘by which all men could be saved. A Calvinistic teacher wotild no
. doubt be up in-arms about that thought. He would most likely claim,
“Not so! Our Saviour came:to save Hls people from thelr sins and
““none other.” ' “a
. Such an argument may be based upon the angel’s statement
to Joseph in Matthew 1:21, “He will save His people from their sins.”
"However, the great mistake made by such understandings is the
failure to recognize the ‘difference between-passages teaching us
"who will be saved and passages teaching us who can be saved.
What the angel told Joseph was true theén, and every word of it is
-still true today. But'we must realize that the angel was not
attempting to enlighten Joseph of the souls who could be reconciled;
he was telling Joseph of the souls who would be reconcrled (i.e.
“His ‘people”).
To understand who can be reconciled, we must focus on
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passages revealing that truth. One such passage is the inclusive
statement of our. Lord found. in Luke 19:10: “for the Son: of Man
has come to seek and to save that which was lost.” Yet another is
found in Hebrews 2:9:.“He, by the grace of God, might taste death .
for everyone.”. Some believe the previous passage is a hyperbole
to be likened to 1 Timothy 6:10-and the root of all evil. However,
“this cannot be so, because in 1 Timothy 4: 10 we see the same
- principle taught in Hebrews2:9 made even clearer, “For to this end
.. we both labour and suffer reproach, because we trust in-the living
God, who is the Saviour-of all men, especially of those who believe.”
We learn that our Saviour came to. earth to.be the Saviour of all
men (those who can be saved), espemally of those who belleve ‘
(those who will be saved)

From this principle one can see the great tragedy of life and
even the burden’of preachmg the gospel——to know' that everyone
_ could be saved because this is why our Sawour came and to know

revelation that those who were faithful under the first’ covenant while
“it'was 'in effect will be redeemed (Hebrews 9:15) as well as those
who obey the word of Christ (5: 8-9), which will be the fi naI standard
of judgment (John 12:48). Truly these are “His people ) the very
ones the angel referred to in Matthew 1:21.

As for those who choose not to obey, although Chrrst died for
_them, because of their drsobedlence they will ultlmately be lost (2
' Thessalonlans 1:7- -10)."

,The Means of Reconcllluhon

« Upon- drawing the :conclusion: that our Savrour came to earth:to
offer the opportunity ‘of universal reconciliation with God, we must
-seek to understand how this opportunity has come to pass.:

It is the result of the three-fold sacrifice of Christ., We have
-already learned from Paul that this reconciliation can come only via
the cross. However, further study reveals that His death was only
..one aspect of our Lord’s sacrifice: For Jesus to die that cruel death,
He first-had to leave-the .splendor of heaven (Philippians 2:5-8);
-second, He had to take:on the form of a servant (Hebrews 2:17).
He did-so by. being the Son of God and the Son of man. After these
-two sacrifices were made by our Lord, He offered the ultimate
sacrifice by being crucified and slam at the hands of wickéd men
(Acts 2:23). - ST ‘

Y I B The Bible Teacher



Why did the Lord Jesus come to earth? To minister and to glve
His life as a ransom for many (Mark 10: 45) o

’-'I'he Terms of Reconcllluhon

Jesus came to’ die for . us and thus to reconcrle us to His Father;

_ He also came to preach’ the gospel and make His plan known. Just
“as the offer is from God, so are the terms As part of H|s comlng,
: ,Jesus revealed the terms.

- The gospel serves as the’ terms of reconculratlon The good news
"is the doctrine that must be obeyed from our heéarts: (Romans 6: 17) '
. By obeying this gospel, oné becomes recoriciled to' God through
the cross of Christ. ,

- It would be futile. to try to sever the gospel from the cross or
from the reconciliation being offered. The gospel makes known to
us the offer as well as the terms of the offer. Without knowing about
a plan of hope and redemption and how to accept such grace, the
* -offer itself would be useless. Would this not nullify the ‘death of
- Jésus? Why wolld He offer Hlmself wnthout makmg known both
ithe offer and also the terms? :

- When Jesus retumed to Nazareth, He wént into the synagogue
'on the Sabbath and proclaimed, “The Spirit'of the Lord is upon Me,
“-Because He has anointed Me To preach the-gospel to the poor;
He has sent Me to heal the broken-hearted, To proclaim liberty to
the: captlves ‘And recovery of sight to the blind; To set at liberty those
- who are oppressed; To proclalm the acceptable year of the Lord”

(Luke 4:18-19). '

- Again He' made His intentions known to those who sought ‘Him

while He was in a desert place by saying, “I \must preach the

'_kmgdom of God to the other cities also, because for 1h|s purpose i
have been sent” (Luke 4:43). ‘

" Lastly, during the mockery of His trial, Jésus made known ‘to
_Pilate His reason for coming; “You say rlghtly that 1 am a king. For
) ”thls cause | was bom and for this cause | have come into the world,

::that | should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who i IS of the truth

. .hears My voice” (John 18:37).
. In, casually reading these verses, we see ‘that preachlng the
-~ gospel involves the preachmg of the kingdom, the preachlng of
'repentance and ‘the preaching of the truth. One canriot be
req:oncnled to God without repenting, obeylng the truth, ‘and entenng
_His klngdom These are His terms. This is why our Saviour came—
to make known H|s Fathers blessed will- (John 530) ‘
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'I'he Good I.lfe

What does all this mean to us?-It. snmply means that we can
enjoy the good life! He stated in John 10:10, “I. have come that they
may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.”

_ In reconciling us to God, He promises not only to give us an
eternal life with Him in heaven, but He also promises to give us a
real, true, abundant life here on earth. Our Saviour came to earth
to make’ somethlng marvelous and wonderfully useful out of people
who would, otherwise be lost and destltute of hope

”TRA1N LIP A CHILD

LEWIS G. HALE

| “T rain up a child in the way he should go: and when he isold,

he will-not depart from it’ (Proverbs 22:6). This is-a very’ famllgar
Scripture and is often used to prove that some parents failed in their

duty when some of their offspring goes astray. Misconduct of a child.

may mean that a parent has failed in duty, but not always The
general rule is that we do not depart from our training. Any other
result must.be regarded as exceptional.
Parents must not discount the value of early training. Many
. parents excuse the lack of such molding by claiming the child is
too young for it. Of course, they brag about how smart their children
are, and at the same time protest they are too young to be trained
in right conduct! A child can be very cute while, mlsbehavmg He
may be young, but he picks up on it quickly when the parent or
grandparent cannot conceal his amusement at such capers. He
fmay not yet have learned to talk or walk, but he reads your “body
language” quite weII
_Our children are not computers that can be programed with the
output as a foregone conclusion. God allows us to make choices,
""good or'bad. Sadly, we are very wilful and often make bad choices.
~ Most of us see the words, “When he is old, he will not depart
‘from it”, but overlook the stiputation “train”. Many parents do a lot

of talking and. litle training. We ‘must tell children what they need .

to know. But, we must do more. We need to provide experiences
‘'which put into practlce what we tell them. They need to be trained
to act right arid also trained to feel right. When our correct
knowledge and our emotions run parallel, we will do right.

Let’s train our children. :
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Welcome to the Services of

CHURCH OF CHRIST

that meets at

B-350 (L.G.E)
Chitranjan Park
Near Market #1

New Delhi-110019
- SUNDAY

" Bible Study .. 10.00 A.M.

Sunday School ... 10'.0(_1 AM.

Worshlp . 11.00 AM. | )
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